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120 



122 



• • 



Julv 5, 



II 



Reports his reasons for selecting the position 
for his encampment 



Petition for reimbursement of expenses in-* 
purred on expeditions to places at a distance 
from the Post 

Recommends the appointment of the Spanish 
Indian, Jaime Maria, as captain and constable 
over the Spaniards in Moruka Creek 

Petition for refund of a sum expended in 
repairing the nost-house, and for a sum 
sufficient to keep it in repair 

The Indians of the Moruka Mission are 
desirous that Calistro Hermandez should be 
appointed as sub-captain 

Report for the quarter ending September 1843 



Recommends the appointment of Calistro Her- 
mandez as sub-captain of the Indians 

Report for the quarter ending 3 1 st December, 

lo4w •• •• •• ■• 

Report for 1843 [?] 



Report for quarter ending 31st March, 1844 .. 
Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1 844 . . 



Report for quarter ending 31st December, 1844 

Reports that he is clearing land for the 
establishment of a Mission in Moruka In- 
vites the Government Secretary to visit the 
district . . . . . . • • 

Reports measures taken for the establishment 
of a Mission and for inducing the Indians to 
support it . . 

Report for the quarter ending 30th June. 1845 



122 



123 



124 



125 



125 



127 



127 



128 



129 



130 



131 



183 



134 



136 



137 
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INDEX, 
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834 



835 



836 



837 



838 
839 

840 

841 
842 
843 



844 



845 



846 



847 



848 



849 



850 

851 



852 



853 



854 



W. C. McClintook to Court of Aug. 20, 1845 
Policy 



W. C. McClintock . . 

W. C. McClintock to Gofern- 
ment Secretary 



Sept. 30, „ 



Dec. 23, yy 



Ditto 



• • 



Jan. 5, 1846 



W. C. McClintock . . 
Ditto . . « • 



. • I June 80, „ 



Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 



• • 



• • 



. . Oct. 2, „ 



.. , Jan. 4, 1847 



. . Apr. 12, 
. . ' June 30, 



W. C. McClintook to Court of 
Policy 



II 



30, 



i> 



»» 



»i 



Senor Andres Level .. 



July 5, „ 



W. C. McClintock to Govern- Oct. 2, „ 
ment Secretary 



Ditto 



• • 



June 2, 1848 



W. C. McClintock to Lieutenant- „ 30, „ 
Governor 



W. C. McClintock . . 



W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 



W. C, McClintock .. 

W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 



Ditto 



• • 



W. C. McClintock , . 



Ditto 



• « 
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Sept. 30, „ 



Jan. 4, 1849 



Mar. 31, „ 
Apr. 9, „ 



July 10, „ 



Sept. 30, „ 



Dec. 31, „ 



Asks for a grant to meet various expenses 
incurred and for an increase of salary 

Report for quarter ending 80th September, 

i04>) . L • • * • • . 

Furnishes information received from a Carib 
Indian that the Akwois are repairing to the 
Upper Cuyuni for the purpose of massacring 
the Caribs 

Forwards his Report for quarter ending 31st 
December, 1845. The Caribs have declined 
to be lured into the trap laid for them by 
the Akwois . • 



• • 



Report for quarter ending 30th June, J 846 • • 

Report for quarter ending 30th September, 
1846 



• • 



Report for quarter ending 31st December^ 



1846 



Report for quarter ending 3 1st March, 1847 . . 

Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1847 •• 

Asks for a grant of 150 dollars to build a 
house for his accommodation in the upper 
pait of Moruka Creek. Court decides not 
to grant the request 



• • 



Report on a visit of inspection to the Missions 
ofGuavana •• .. .. •• 

Report for quarter ending 30th September, 

1847. Unless he is grauted somethinfr to 
construct a dam with the sea will probably 
undermine the foundations of the dwelling- 
house • • . . • • 

Asks for a grant of 110 dollars to protect the 
post-house from further injury by the sea • . 

Report on the state and number of the popula- 
tion on the Pomeroon River 

Report for quarter ending 30th September, 

I o4o •• •• •• •» 

Report for quarter ending 3l8t December, 

1848, and nominates certain Warow Indians 
to the post of Captain in connection with the 
proposed establishment of a Mission on the 
Barima 



Requests a gtant of 400 dollars for the purpose 
of removing the posl-house further from the 



139 



140 



141 



142 



143 



144 



145 



147 



149 



14& 



150 



165 



\eH 



167 



170 



170 



Report for quarter ending 3l8t March, 1849 .. i 172 



sea .. 



173 



Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1849. 
Asks that the Government will provide a ' 
teacher for the Indians settled on Tapacooma , 
LtfaKe •• •• .. ■«!/% 



Report for quarter ending 30th September, 
1849. Observations on the treatment of 
Indians . • • • . . * • 



175 



Report for quarter ending 31st December, ; 
1849 .. .. .. ..I 176 
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855 


W. C. McCJinlock . . 


1850 


Report for quarter endinji;' 3 : st March, 1850. 
Visits to all the Indian Missions .. 


177 


856 


Mr. Wilson to Viscount Pal- 
merston 

1 


Apr. 2, 1850 


Reports steps taken to refute statements which 
are being made that it is the intention of 
Gr^at Britain to seize upon Venezuelan 
Guavana. He has at the same time reserved 
all British claims to territory formerly held 
bv the Dutch . 


178 


857 


Ditto .. .. •• 

■ 


>♦ 13, ,, 

■ 


Orders have been issued to tlie authorities at 
Bolivar to place the Province of Guayana in 
a state of defence, lo repair fort?, &c. He 
has instructed the British Vice- Consul at 
hofivar to ascertain whether, under pretence 
of these preparations, any occupation of 
territory claimed by Great Britain is effected 


179 


858 


Viscount Palmerston to Mr. 
Wilson 


June 15. „ 


Instructs him to express to the Venezuelan 
Government the hope of Her Majesty's 
Government that instructions will be given 
to prevent aggressive movements in disputed 
territory 


180 


859 


W. C. McClintock .. 


» 30, „ 


Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1850. 
Visits to various Indian settlement* and 
proposed establishment of Missions on the 
Waini and Barima 


181 


860 


Mr. Wilson to Viscount Pal- 
merston 


July 6, „ 


Report bv Vice-Consul Matheson (at Bolivar) 
on the Yuruary gold district . , . . 


181 


861 


Governor Sir H. Barkly to Earl 
Grey 


Sept. 20, „ 


There is no evidence of aggression by Vene- 
zuela on the disputed territory. Submits 
arguments in support of the British claim to 
Point Barima, which should on no account 
be yielded to Venezuela 


183 


862 


vV. C. McClintock .. 


„ 30, „ 


Report for quarter ending 30th September, 
1860. Necessity of providing Indians with 
the means of instruction 


184 


863 


W. C. McClintock to Receiver- 
General 


„ 30, „ 


Report as Commissary of Taxation for quarter 
ending 90th September, l8cO. He proposes 
to take down the present post-house and erect 
it at the mouth of the Moruka Creek 


185 


864 


Mr. Wilson to Viscount Pal- 
merston 


Nov. 19, „ 


Incloses copy of a note to the Venezuelan 

Government in the sense of No. 858 -. ' 186 

1 


865 


Ditto .. .. ,, 


Dec. 30, „ 


Transmits the reply of the Venezuelan Govern- i 
ment to the effect that it has no intention of 
encroaching upon the disputed territory, and 
would not view with indifference such 
aggression on the part of Great Britain .. 187 


866 


W. C. McClintock to Governor 
Barkly 


Aug. 9, 1851 


Requests that the decision not to allow his 
expenses, incurred in taking the census of 
the district, may be reconsidered ., 188 


867 


W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 


Mar. 15, 1852 


Repeats request made in No. 866 .. 


189 


868 


Ditto •• •• 


May 23, „ 


A murder has been committed in the Manari 
Creek, Upper Barima River, but he cannot 
incur the expense of reaching the place ; 
the settlements in the Manari Creek being 
as far from him as the Waraputa Mission is 
from the Grove in Es^equibo . . . . 


189 


869 


Ditto 


» 28, „ 


Recommends the Warow Indian France, of 
the Hiiuara Cabara Creek, as Captain of 
Waramuri 


189 
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872 



874 



881 



S82 



883 



884 



885 



886 

887 



888 



869 



Date. 



870 1 \V. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 



871 Ditto 



• • 



• • 



Aug. 3, 1852 



Oct. 27, ,, 



Subject. 



872 . VV. C. McClintock to Receiver. Nov. 9, „ 
I General 



W. C. McClintock to (lovem. 
ment Secretary 

W. C. McClintock .. 



875 I Ditto 



• • 



S76 W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretarv 



877 VV. C. McClintock .. 

878 W. C. McClintock to Govern- 

ment Secretary 



Feb. 1, 1853 



1853 



June 30, 1853 
Aug. 31, „ 



879 ' W. C. McClintock . . 

880 f W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretarv 



Sept. 30, 



Dec. 26, 



9f 



>» 



Ditto 



VV. C. McClintock 



Ditto 



June 30, 1854 



July 1, 



>♦ 



Sept. 12, „ 



1855 



»9 



Ditto 



VV. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretarv 



W\ C. McClintock .. 

Governor W^odehouse to Mr. 
Secretary Laboucherc 



Mr. Secretary Labouohere to 
Governor VVodehouse 



1856 



June 17, 1856 



Lientenanl-Governor Walker to 
Secretarv of State 



1856 



June 9, 1857 



July 1, 



>9 



Aug. 24, 



19 



Reports a visit from the VVarow Indian 
Tamanawarie, who desires satisfaction for 
the murder of his brother (see No. 868) . . 

Nominates certain Indians as captains and 
constables 

Incloses a list of Indians qualified to act as 
captains and constables. Every attention 
will be paid to the Governor's instructions 
in this matter . • .. •• 

Recommends the appointment of Hendrick as 
captain in the place of his brother, Capoey, 
<leceased 

Report for the quarter ending 3'st March, 

X I^OO •• •• .. 

Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1853 

Three Indians of the Maiongong nation who 
are settled on the Waini request a passport 
to Cono Creek, Upper Oronoko . . 

Report for quarter ending 30th September, 

1 ooo .. •• •• .• 

Reports the committal to gaol of five Warow 
Indians for murder. Recommends the re- 
establishment of Waramuri Mission as the 
most efficient means of civilizing the natives 

Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1854 

Reports the death of John Henry, Captain 
of the Warow Indians. Nominates three 
Indians to serve as captams 

Incloses a statement of expenses incurred in 
the erection of a lo^ie and dwelling-house at 
the mouth of Moruka Creek 

Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1855. 
Necessity of educating the Indians 

Report for quarter ending 31st December, 
1855. Recommends that the Magistrate of 
the district should live at the mouth of the 
Moruka Creek 

Report for March quarter. Destitution 
among the Indians. Loyalty of the Spanish 
Indians of Moruka Creek 

He would be pleased for a consideration to 
discharge the duties of Registrar of the very 
scattered population of the district 

Report for quarter ending 30th June, 1856 .. 

Re(|uests instructions as to the boundary with 
Venezuela in view of probable discoveries of 
Sfo'd . . . . . • 

Instructs him, if gold is found on land claimed 
by Great Britain, to assert the right of 
Great Britain thereto, and to enforce the 
claim by such means as are in his power 

Reports the forthcoming departure of two 
expeditions in search of gold to the districts 
specified . , 
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190 



190 



191 



191 

192 
192 



193 



194 



194 
195 



197 



197 



198 



199 



199 



200 



201 



202 



202 



• • 



202 
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S90 



891 



892 



898 
894 



893 



896 



897 



898 



899 



900 



901 



902 



905 



From or to vhom. 



Date. 



Lieutenant-Governor Walker to. Sept. 24, 1857 
Secretary of State 



Jos^ Felix Blanco 



W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 



Ditto 



• • 



W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 



W. C. McClintock . . 



• • 



Governor Longden to the Earl 
of Carnarvon 



1864 



Nov. 28, 1864 



Subject. 



Reports steps which are beinflr taken to discover 
gold. Observes that it is desirable that the 
question of the right to Point Barima should 
be settled 



Page 



• • 



• • 



• • 



Declaration respecting War of Independence 
in Guyana 

Reports the death of the Indian Captains, 
Cornelias Scard and France, and nominates 
their successors and other captains 

Nominates certain Indians to act as captains ,.• 

Adds the name of Sandy, a Carib Indian, to 
his list of nominations for captains. Points 
out the desirability of maintaining the system 
of captains •• 



Jan. 3, 1871 i Report with regard to the settlement of Mocuka 

River locality, &c. 



Mar. 27. 1869 
29, „ 



»> 



Feb. 22, 1875 



The Earl of Derby to Mr. 
Middleton, Charge d' Affaires 
at Caracas 



Governor Longden to the Earl 
of Carnarvon 

W. C. McClintock to Govern- 
ment Secretary 



Ditto 



• • 



The Government of Venezuela.. 



The Government of Venezuela 
and 0. C. Fitzgerald 



903 ' The Manoa Company, Limited , 



904 The Government of Venezuela . . 



Apr. 2, 



yi 



May 1 , 



>» 



April 25, 1877 



*> 



ae, 



»» 



Transmits copy of a despatch to Her Majesty's 
Charg6 d' Affaires at Caracas relative to the 
arrest in the disputed territory of Thomas 
Garrett, a fugitive criminal from the Colony 

Instructs him, with reference to the foregoing, 
to inform the Venezuelan Government that 
Her Majesty's Government have decided to 
proceed with the trial of Garrett, but have 
no intention to sanction any infringement of 
the territorial rights of Venezuela 

Reports that Garrett has been sentenced to 
penal servitude for life . , 

Nominates Jose Rosario Torres and Moses, a 
Warow Indian, as captains and constables . . 

Respecting appointment of a native of Vene- 
zuela as captain 



208 



207 



208 



209 



210 



210 



212 



215 



216 



216 



216 



May 24| 1831 Concession granted to General Pulgar for the 

exploration of mineral lands and the build- ' 
ing of railways, &c., in the State of Guayana ' 217 



Sept. 22, 1883 ' Concession to C. C. Fitzgerald and others the 
to Feb, 19, 1884 right to develop the resources of the terri- 

I tories specified 



June 14, 1884 I Report on the territorial land grant of the 



Colonel Mansfield to Earl Gran- 
ville 



906 I Ditto 



• • 



907 I Earl Granville to Colonel Mans- 
field 



908 I Ditto 



• • 



Grand Delta of the Orinoco 



• ( 



219 



220 



>» 



14, 



»> 



July 2, 



u 26, 



19 



Aug. 19, 



Sept, 9, 



11 



Concession to Herbert Gordon for the colo- 
nization of waste-lands in the former State 
of Guayana, the working of mines, &c. 

Incloses the foregoing concession, which is not 
to be taken seriously 

Reports the constitution by the Venezuelan 
Government of the '* Federal territory of the 
Delta of the Orinoco," and incloses a map 
of the territory published by Mr. Fitzgerald, 
who has a concession for the district 

He should convey hack to Mr. Gordon and to 
the Venezuelan Government an intimation 
that the concession wuuld not be of anv 
validity in respect of any territory proviug 
to be English 

Instructs him to convey to Mr. Fitzgerald a 
warning similar to that given tu Mr. Gordon 



221 



223 



223 



223 



224 
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909 


Colonel Mansfield to Earl Gran- 
ville 


Oct. 9, 1884 


Reports that he has warned Messrs. Gordon 
and Fitgerald and the President of the 
Manoa Company, and incloses copy of a note 
to the Venezuelan Government • , 


22^^ 


910 


Governor Sir H. T. Irving to 
the Earl of Derbv 

•1 


,» 25, 9, 


Reports steps taken and to be taken to oppose 
the claims of the Manoa Company in respect 
of a concession from the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment of territory between the Orinoco and 
the Maroco River . • . • • . 


225 


911 


Ditto 


Nov. 24, „ 


Incloses copy of a Report by the Inspector- 
General of Police of the removal by Vene- 
zuelans of certain notices posted by Mr. 
McTurk at the mouth of the Amacura 
River •• •• ». 


229 


912 


Ditto 


,. 26, „ 


Incloses Report by Mr. McTurk of his second 
vi^it to the Amacura River district 


230 


913 


Ditto 


„ 26, „ 


Incloses statement by Mr. McTurk on the 
barbarities practised by the Manoa Company 


231 


914 


Karl Granville to Colonel Mans- 
field 


»i *8, >, 


Transmits copy of No. 910, and instructs him 
to request the Venezuelan Government to 
take steps to prevent their Commissioners 
from encroaching on British territory • • 


232 


915 


Governor Sir H. T. Irving to 
the Earl of Derby 


Jan. 5, 1885 


He is making arrangements for sending an 
adequate police force to the Amacura district 
to deal with the crimes committed by Wells 
and others, referred to in No. 914 


232 


916 


Ditto 


FeW. 4, ,, 


Wells has been arrested and committed for 
trial. Incloses Report by Mr. McTurk in 
the operations of the Manoa Company • • 


233 


917 


Ditto 

< 


Mar. 24, „ 


Wells has been sentenced to thirty days' im- 
prisonment. IncIoFes further Reports on 
the state of tiie district and the operations of 
the Manoa Company 


234 


918 


Governor Sir H. T. Irving to 
Colonel Stanley 


Oct. 29, „ 


Incloses Report by Mr. McTurk on a visit to 
the Amacura district during October 


236 


919 


Mr. Wilson to the Colonial 
Office 


June 14, 1886 


Incloses a map showing boundaries claimed by 
Venezuela in regard to the grants to the 
Manoa Company and Mr. Gordon, which 
are about to be transferred to an English 
Company •• .. •• 


237 


920 


Mr. Secretary Stanhope to 
Governor Sir H. T. Irving 


Oct. 20, „ 


Incloses notice published in the *' London 
Gazette," stating the British claim to the 
disputed territory, and warning all persons 
as^ainst grants purporting to be made by the 
Venezuelan Government • • . . 


237 


921 


Governor Sir H. T. Irving to 
Mr. Secretary Stanhope 


Jan. 21, 1887 


Incloses Report by Mr. im Thurn on a visit to 
the Amacura district 


238 


922 


Governor Sir H. T. Irving to 
Secretary Sir H. T. Holland 


May 26, „ 


Incloses two Reports by Mr. im Thurn upon 
the upper part of the Pomeroon River 
diHtrict and the districts lying between the 
Waini and the Amacura Rivers .. 


240 


923 


Acting Governor of British 
Guiana to Lord Knutsford 


Dec. 31, „ 


Forwards Proclamation reserving rights of the 
Colony over all disputed territory 


244 


924 


Governor Viscount Gormanston 
to Lord Knutsford 


Apr. 25, 1890 


Reports arrival of Seiior Seijas on a mission of 
inquiry from the Venezuelan Government . . 


245 


925 


Ditto 


May 9, „ 


Transmitting protest by Senor Seijas against 
the acts of adniinistration by the British 
Government .. 


24& 
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Serial 
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926 



927 



928 



929 



930 



931 



932 



933 



934 



935 



1^36 



From or to whom. 



Colonial Government . . 

Governor Viscount Gormanston 
to Secretary Lord Knutsford 



Ditto 



Ditto 



•* • 



•• 



• • 



• a 



Lord ICnutsford to Governor 
Viscount Gormanston 



The President of Venezuela • • 



The Minister Casanas to the 
Citizen-General Briceno 



The Venezuelan Government . . 



Lieutenant - Governor Sir C. 
Bruce to Secretary Lord 
Knutsford 



Ditto 



Date. 



July 18, 1890 



Dec. 16, 



>» 



Feb. 3, 1891 



Mar. 11, ,, 



>» 30, „ 



Sept. 12, „ 



» 1^> >» 



»> 



18- 



»» 



» 19, 



»> 



• • Oct. 5, 



Governor Viscount Gormanston 
to Secretary Lord Knutsford 



» 



May 31, 1892 



Subject 



Pagre 



Proclamation establishinir new fiscal districts 
in the north-west of the Colony . . 

He has dispatched Mr. McTurk to the Cnyuni 
in consequence of a rumour that the Vene- 
zuelans are working " placers ** in British 
territory in that district 



246 



247 



Incloses Mr. McTurk's Report on the fore- | 
going matter . . . . . . . . 247 



Transmitting a Report from Mr. im Thurn as 
to the arrival of Venezuelan settlers on the 
left bank of the Amacura 

Suggests the expediency of establishing a 
police station near the junction of the 
Cuyuni and Yuruan 

Decree relating to the construction of a cart 
road from the place wherp the old Mission 
of Ciera formerly stood to the junction of 
the Yuruan and Cuyuni Rivers . . 

He is to proceed with a body of fifty police to 
the junction of the Yuruan and Cuyuni 
Rivers for the purpose of inspecting the 
true attitude of the English under McTurk . 

Stationing of police at the junction of the 
Yuruan and Cuyuni, and construction of a 
cart road 

Incloses Report by Mr. McTurk of a visit to 
the Upper Cuyuni district. A police-station 
will be established without delav . . 

Incloses instructions issued to Mr. McTurk, 
who is about to return to the Cuvuni 
district to make arrangements for ttie 
establishment of a police-station . 

Reports the completion of the police-station 
near the junction of the Yuruan and Cuyuni 
Rivers, and the dispatch of a non-commis- 
sioned officer and five men to occupy it. 
Incloses Mr. McTurk's Report on the con- 
struction of the station . 



249 



250 



250 



251 



251 



251 



255 



^36 






BRITISH GUIANA BOUNDARY. 



ARBITRATION WITH THE UNITED STATES OF VENEZUELA. 



APPENDIX TO THE CASE ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 

HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY. 



VOLDTME VI. 



No. 724. 

Extract from the Minuter of the Court of Policy of Demerary and JSssequibo, February 3, 1815. 

AFTER prayers, was read the Memorial of G. Timmerman, Protector of Indians, being a« A 
follows : — 

That your memorialist, in conformity to the wish expressed in the extract from the Minutes 
of the proceedings of your Honourable Court's Session of the Ist November, 1814, to make further 
and more particular inquiries into the services performed by the Indians who were ordered by 
Major J. Fraser to attend in the bushes behind the estates on the Arabian coast, Essequibo, in 
the year 1813, has, from the late Postholder, H. Linau, as well as from various Indians, been 
informed that the number of Indians so employed were upwards of 230, which were ordered 
from their homes in Pomaroon River and adjacent creeks to go through the woods to Capoey 
Creek, and that nearly five weeks had elapsed before they could obtain leave to return from there 
to their homes, several of them, however, not being able to undertake a new journey from the 
fatigue they had undergone and the state of starvation they had been in during their stay behind 
Capoejr Ci'eek, and which occasioned the death of some of them. 

That the said Indians were assembled there in order to be serviceable in quelling any -B 
disturbances with the negroes, of which there was a general dread at that time, but which happily 
was smothered in its beginning. 

That ^\ath regard to their payment for the above services, your memorialist is of opinion that 
the least remuneration they can expect is half a piece of salempores to each, with the addition of 
some other Indian articles to their Chiefs, which, however small it ^vill appear, will, from the gi*eat 
number that are to be paid, make still an extensive expense. 

Your memorialist begs further leave to state that he has purchased the sundry buck articles 
for the payment of the Indians in service of the Post in Pomaroon River, as specified in the order 
of your Honourable Coui-t, and desired the Postholder to attend the distribution of them to the 
Indians, but understanding he is since a month absent from the post, your memorialist is obliged 
to defer this until his retru-n. 

Your memorialist has the honour, &c. p 

(Signed) G. A. TIMMERMAN. ^ 

Essecpiiho^ January 28, 1815. 

The foregoing Memorial and Report of Mr. Timmerman, Protector of Indians, having been 
read, and after mature deliberation on the same, it was resolved, as it was but just, the Indians 
employed in the manner set forth in said Report should be paid by the Colony ; that a sum of 
3,500 fl. should be placed at the disposal ot Mr. Timmerman, out of the Colonial funds, to be 
divided or laid out in such articles, at the discretion of Mr. Timmerman, as in his opinion will best 
satisfv them for their services. 

Ordered, — Extract of the foregoing be transmitted Mr. Timmerman and the Receiver for 
their govenuncnt. 
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No. 725. 
Military Commandant to Mr, Hiujh Junor, 

Sir, King's House, June 6, 1815. 

I have it in command from his Excellency Major-General Murray to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the Slst ultimo, and, in reply, to inform you that it is his Excellency's 
intention to request two gentlemen to inspect and take over the barracks you have lately 
finished at Capoey when, after receiving a report from these gentlemen, he will be able to 
determine what further is to be done. 

With regard to the painting and repairing of bridges, it is not his intention to incur any 
further expense on them just yet. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. CHAPMAN. 

To Mr. Hugh Junor. 



B 



No. 726. 



Memorial to the Governor and to the Court of Policy. 







To his Excellency Major-General John Murray, Governor in and over the united Colonies of 
Demerary and Essequibo, and the Honourable Court of Policy of the said Colonies. 

THE Undersigned, Protector of Indians for the District of Pomaroon River, begs leave to 
exhibit to your Honourable Court the Return of presents distributed by him to the Indians of said 
district upon authorization of your Honourable Uourt of the 3rd February, 1815, as a remunera^ 
tion to such Indians as have been ordered on service by Major J. Eraser, upon authorization of 
his Excellency Governor Codd, in December 1813, and distributed to each of them at the rate of 
half a piece of salempores, or three axes and one cutlass, at their option, with the addition of some 
trivial articles to the Chiefs, viz. : — 



D 



[Here, in the original, follows the Table which for convenience is printed on p. 3, and 

after that Table conies : — ] 



I 



Recapitulation. 






E 



202 1 half-pieces salempores is 10 li whole pieces 
£50 buck axes is 20^ dozen . . 
84 catlasses is 7 dozen 

23 looking-glasses . . 
22 scissors 

24 razors . . . • 
26 buck knives 
47 combs 

926 fish-hooks is 77^ dozen . . 

Total . . 






. . at 24 f. . 

• • ac Ao I* • 
. . at 33 f. . 

at 11 f. . 

. . at 9 f. . 

at 15 f. . 

• • at o !• • 

• • a V o I • • 
at 18 f. per gross. 



2,430 00 

687 10 

221 00 

21 00 

16 10 
36 00 

17 05 
31 15 

115 15 

3,576 15 



For which the Undersigned has received from the Receiver of the Colony Chest the sum of 
3,500 ffuildei'S, as per order of your Honourable Court of the 3rd February, 1815. 
The subscriber has the honour, &c. 
Essequibo^ January 20, 1816. 
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Xo. 727. 
Extracts from the Minutes of the Court of Policy, February 6, 181B. 

WAS read the Report and Return sent in by G. Timmerman, Esq., Protector of Indians for 
Pomeroon, of the presents distributed by him to the Indians employed in a particular service by 
order of the Acting Governor, Colonel Codd, in December 1813, agreeable to the Court's 
Resolution of the 3rd February, 1815, which placed the sum of 3,500 f. at the disposal of 
Mr. Timmerman for this purpose. 

The Coiurt, having examined said Returns, by which it appears he had fulfilled the wishes of 
the Court in having made the distribution, and finding the amount of articles purchased exceeded 
the sum placed at nis disposal by 76*15 f., now orders the Colonial Receiver to refund that simi to 
Mr. Timmerman, the Court at same time returning thanks to Mr. Timmerman for the trouble he 
had had in carrying into effect their wishes contained in the Resolution aforesaid. 

And the Secretary is ordered to transmit extracts of the above Minutes to Mr. Timmemiau 
and the Colonial Receiver for their respective infoi-mation. 

Was read the Petition of Dorothea loareina Jacoba Pieterse, inhabitant of the Upper River 
of Essequibo, praying the Court will order payment of her account, amoimting to 1,451*5 f., for 
maintenance and lodging the Inchan Chief Murarwa, his son, and followers during the illness of 
the two former in the early part of the year 1814. 

The Court having read the Petition, and examined the account annexed to same, cannot 
grant the prayer thereof. 

But, in consideration of the care and humane attention shown by the petitioners to the said 
Indian Chief and son, as appears by the accompanying certificate of the Postholder Walil, now 
orders the sura of 30 joes be paid to lier out of the Colony Chest, as a gratuitous mark of the 
Court's approbation thereof. 

And tne Secretary is ordered to give an extract of the above Resolution to the petitioner.s 
and the Colonial Receiver for their infonnation accordingly. 



t 
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No. 728. 
Ext ract from the Minutes of the Covrt of Policy, May 3, 1816. 

Was read tlie Memorial of G. Timmerman, Protector of Indians., being of the foUowiug 
contents : — 

j^ To his Excellency Major-General John Murray, Governor, in and over the United Colonies of 
-^ Demerary and Essequebo, and the Honourable Court of Policy of the said Colonies : 

THE Undersigned Protector of Indians for the district of Pomeroon River, begs leave to 
state to your Honourable Court that he has, agreeable to the orders of his Excellency the Governor, 
on the 20th instant, distributed to the Indians of said district the several presents which were 
voted bv your Honourable Court for that purpose. A list of the persons who partook of that 
bounty he hereby humbly subjoins, viz. : — 













• 






Men. 


Women. 


E 


The Chief Jan Klaas . . 










and 


18 


15 




Jacobas Carbougre 












12 


9 






De Schardens 












19 


16 






Jan CartoTw.. 












44 


31 






Ariaan 












14 


17 






Anthony Fiscal 












48 


44 






Ham 












28 


31 






Jan Dick 












20 


17 






Peter 












50 


47 






Spanish Peter 












20 


14 






Francis 












7 


8 






Caraib Arian . . 












16 


21 






John Peter . . 












18 


14 






Commandeur 












14 


8 




♦» 


Fransman 












6 


8 




>f 


Christian Tollenaar 












20 


17 


^w*v 


>> 


Brutus 












7 


6 


F 


>» 


Jpmmy 












14 


11 




•> 


Bertholie 












7 


8 




1* 


Simon and his brother Francis .. 

Making a total, without the Chiefs, of 


• • 


• » 


25 


18 




407 


360 



That it appeared to the Undersigned that there are still a great quantity of Indians, who, A 
although they had timely notice, have not made tlieir appearance, as very few were present from 
the River TJarima, and none did attend from the Crecq Amacoura, besides the following who were 
also absent, viz. : — 











1 


Men. 


Women. 


Belonging to the gang of the Chief Daniel of Murocco 




1 


U 


10 






Peter of Pomeroon 




1 


16 


8 






Terocany 




1 


9 


3 






Hendrick of Morocco 




1 


9 


2 






Ck>mmandeur 




1 


16 


10 






Arian of Manawarena 






10 


15 




Total 


Abraham of Asacata 
■ • • • • • 


t ■ 


• « 


• • 


27 




71 


75 



B 



That from the unexpected number of Indians who have made application, the articles (with 
the exception of the gunpowder, of which a few pounds is left) were found by no means sufficient 
to be distributed to them in like manner as done to the Indians of the Upper River, the Under- 
signed has, however, endeavoured to divide them in such way as he thought most advisable to 
gratify them. The children, whose amount is very near to that of the adult, could, however, not 
be included ; and he hopes to have acted in this troublesome task, so as to meet your Honourable 
Court's approbation. 

The Undersigned further begs to inform your Honourable Court that he has, some time ago, ^ 
upon application of Dr. Thomson, to certify his account for medical attendance on the Post, 
declined so to do, on account of his having charged for medical attendance on the late Postholder, 
Mr. Linau and his assistant (imagining, however, that he is entitled to his claim for attendance 
on the Indians and negroes), but, as the said doctor (there being no other in the neighbourhood) 
refuses to continue his practising there because his account was rejected by your Honourable 
Court, and it being ocasionally necessary to have the aid of a doctor as well for the Indians as for 
the negroes residing on the Post, the Undersigned begs leave to suggest if it would not be better 
to engage one at a yearly salary, which, if approved of by your Honourable Court, he requests 
your Honourable Court's authorization to that eifect. 

The Undersigned has the honour to remain respectfidly your Honourable Court's most obedient 
servant, 

(Signed) G. TIMMERMAN. 

Fssequibo, April 27, ISIO. 



D 



The foregoing Memorial and Report of G. Timmerman, Esq., Protector of Indians in the 
Pomeroon district, having been read, and that part relative to the distribution of the articles sent 
down as presents taken into consideration, it was resolved the thanks of the Court be returned to 
Mr. Timmerman for the trouble he has taken and the able manner in which he has carried into 
effect the Court's intentions in this respect ; and the Secretary is directed to transmit an extract of 
the above Minutes to Mr. Timmennan, for his information. 

After which the Court deliberated on the proposition contained in the Memorandum of the 
Protector to employ Mr. TJiomson as medical attendant on the negroes and Indians stationed at 
the Post, or attend objects (white or black) who may occasionally be sent down there being 
afflicted with yaws or leprosy. The Court taking into consideration the propriety of employing g 
some medical practitioner to attend to the Post as recommended by the Pi'otector, fully acquiesce 
in the reasonableness of the measure, and accordingly authorizes Mr. Timmerman to engage 
Mr. Thomson for that purpose, at an annual salary not to exceed the sum of 600 dollars, in lieu of 
all charges whatever for medicines or attendance which would or might be against the Colony for 
his services at that Post, The Court further considers that it is Mr. Timmerman's opinion the 
account formerly rejected by the Court are correct as far as regards the attendance and medicine 
charged for the negi-oes belonging to the Post, now resolves to order paymeiit of the two 
amoimts laid over, and the Secretary is authorized accordingly to give necessary wan'ants on the 
Colony chest. 
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No. 729. 

J, A, Lanfferman, Lieutenant of the 4:th Company^ 1st Battidioa, Esscquiho, to the Sergeant of llw 
Lower Division, D. van der Heyden^ ai Saklararo, and at Fort Eylaad, Corporal Sivvm 
Coorriaan, 

[Printed literally.] 

Sir, Saw Mid (Mill), Sarssapa, May 22, 1<S16. 

I HAVE received a order from the !Major Comniandg. the 1 Batt. Es8. of witc I send you a 
Copie. 

I Request you to have a part of this Compagnie ilunster and Exercise, from the Groote 
Creek, up to the Fals, of Essequibo, Masaroeni, and Caeyonie Included — at the Parade Ground of 
Agetas, at some thiem convenient to you, and also al te Colured men belonging to this Compagnie 
and residing at the Fort Eyland. To have te hem assembled at Fort Eyland — accordig to the 
order of the lette, (r) the lower part of this Division I sal inspect my Selft. 

You sal plais to tek proper caer and inspect al the arms, amnmnition, accordingly to the 
Burger Regulations. 

I send you also a printed Proclamation, to have the seem read and Explainted up to 

Parade. 

T have iVc- 

(Signed) ' J." A. LAXFFERMAN, 

Captain 4 Com., 1 Haft., E, 



No. 730. 

Official Table of the Missions of Guayana, in the Lower Orinoco, after the Suppression of the 

Capuchin Missionaries by the Spanish Cortes in 1813. (Dated 1816.) 






c 



D 



E 





Date of 


Number 




Name of Mission. 


its 


of Inhabitants 






Foundation. 


in 1816. 




Mwsion de la Purisima Conrepcion del Caroni 


1724 


946 


,, de Santa Maria de Yacuario 


1730 


661 




„ de San Jose de Capapuy . . 


1733 


1,168 




„ de Nuestro Padre de San Francisco de Alta Gracia 


1734 


754 




„ de San Miguel del Palmar 


1737 


1,015 




„ de Divina Pastora del Yaruario 


1746 


833 




,, de Nuestra Senora de Monserrata del Miamo . . 


1748 


1,041 




„ de San Fidel del Carapo . . . . • . 


1751 


1,000 




„ de Santa Eulalia de Marucari 


1754 


730 




„ de San Jos^ de Leonisa de Ay ma . • « 


1755 


710 




„ de Nuestra Senora del Bosario de Guascipati 


1757 


984 




. „ de Santa Ana de Puga 


1761 


578 




„ de Santa Cruz del Calvario 


1761 


517 




„ de San Ramon de Caruacbi 


1763 


634 




„ de San Antonio de Huicaatono 


1765 


955 




„ de Conversion de San Pablo del Cumamo 


1767 


364 




„ de Nuestra Seiiora de Dolores de Puedpa 


1769 


412 




„ de San Felix de Tupuquen 




1770 


736 




„ de San Pedro de las Bocas 




1770 


628 




f, de San Buenaventura de Guri 




1771 


758 


' 


„ de San Miguel de Unata . . 




1779 


751 




,, de San Seraiin de Arabatayma 




1779 


347 




,, de Santa Clara Yavaragana 




1779 


362 




„ de Santa Rosa de Lima de Cura 




1782 


^51 




„ de Santa Magdalena de Currucay . 




1783 


355 




„ de San Juan Bautista de Avechica . 




1783 


732 




„ de Nuestra Seiiora de^ Belen de Tumeremo . . 


1788 


632 




„ de Villa de San .Antonio de Upata . . 


1762 


1.598 




,t de Villa de San Isidro de la Barceloneta 


1770 

• • 


494 




Totals twenty-nine Mission 


s • • • • 


21,246 


1 



No. 731. 

Gorrrnor Murray to the Second Fiscal. 

J^ir, ^ Khii/s Houjc, Attr/ust 14, 1817. 

HAVING received infonnation from the Postholder in Pomeroon that a considerable number A. 
of Spaniards, inhabitants of Oronoqne, have arrived there with a view to remaining in this 
i.'oiintry, and considering it unsafe to encourage this excessive influx of strangers into the 
Government, I have to request that your Honour will be pleased to take measures to prevent 
these people from extending themselves on the coast betwee]i the Pomeroon and Essequibo 
JRivers, at the latter of which rivers I have directed that they should remain until further measures 
respecting them may be adopted. 

To his Honor J. P. Smith, 2n(l Fiscal. (Siuned) ' ' JNO. MURRAY. 



No. 732. 
EArad from the Mf'nvfes of the Court of Poliaj, September 8, 1817. 

HIS fixcellency stated that the principal object of his calHng this meeting was to take the 
advice of the Coin*t with respect to the influx of Spanish refugees airiving here from the 
Oronoque. About 1 50 of these people had been reported by ilr. Stoll as having anived in the 
course of last week at the Post ot Pomeroon, an4 it was but too probable that many othera would 
follow. His Kxcellency t>bserved that he had sent down an officer and twenty-five men to 
repress anv disorder at the Post, and to prevent the Spanish refugees ci'ossing the river. 

It alsi) fortiuiately happened that the provision gromids, having been attended to, aflford 
plantains sufficient to feea those ahvady there; but should they increase much beyond their ^ 
prt'sent number, this source would fail, and some other means must be adopted to supply their 
Avant«. 

His Excellency at same time read a letter from the honourable member Mr. Bean relative to the 
subject, and also expressing his regi'ct that particular engagements prevented him coming up. 

The number of refugees now in tlu' Colony were but few and of little consequence — so trifling 
that it could not amount to a serious question how it ought to be discharged ; but as it was very 
jn-obable many others would follow, it became a matter of necessity to take the sense of theCoui-t 
how to dispose of those already here, and its decision would serve as a guide how he would have 
to act not only with them but all that might amve hereafter. 

The Coui-t expressed its perfect agi'eement A\'ith his Excellency /that assistance ought to be 
afforded to them, and proposed that the expense should be divided between the King's chest and 
eolonial fund, each to bear an equal proportion ; but, at the same time, submitted to his Excel- -r^ 
It'iicy the expediency of removing them from the Colony as soon as possible by either obtaining 
an amnesty on the part of the present Government at Angostura to permit their return, or 
sending them to some of the Spanish Colonies yet unrevolutionized, viz., to Porto Rico or 
Cuba. 

His Excellency declared his full consent to meet the Colony in the expense in the way 
*I)ropo8ed ; but as he must do so under a responsibility to His Majesty's Government, who might 
not approve the charge, he trusted the C(mrt would indemnify him in case of such an event. 

The Court, having fully considered the matter, after mature deliberation came to the following 
Resolution ; that this Court having received the comnuuiication made by his Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor with respect to the arrival within this Government of many refugees from 
the neighbouring Spanish settlements, and as it might reasonably be expected tl.at the success of 
the revolutionists would cause many other of the Royalist* to follow those already here, and that 
consequently some provision ought to be made to meet the expense which would arise to the E 
Government for their subsistence, the Court therefore resolve to undertake to pay one equal 
moiety of such expenses, and authorized his Excellency to draw for such moiety out of the 




measures with respect to these people he may deem best, both as relates ti> the political situation 
of the two countries as well to relieve the Colony from the burthen of the;r maintenance as soon 
as the same can be done with safety and propriety. 

Ordered that an extract of the above Resolution be handed to his Excellency for his Govern- 
ment. 



8 



No. 7:^3. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Court of Policy, October i8, 1817. 

^ HIS Excellency further stated that he had entered into an aa-reenient with Jlr. Lyng to hire 

his vessel for the purpose of carrjnng away such of the Spanish refugees as had consented to 
remove to Porto Rico ; those people to the number of 1 00 had been embarked on board this 
vessel, and had sailed for the place of their destination. The liire of the boat, 3,000 fl., and other 
expenses of provisions, &c., an account of which was at same time transmitted to the Spanish 
Government with a demand of reimbursements. Those still left at the Post requested leave to 
remain until tliey could return, which they would do as soon as means could be found to take 
them back to Oronoque, so that a speedy prospect might be entertained tliat the Colony w^ould 
soon be entirely freed from them. 

* « 4» * * « 

The Court at same time returned thanks to his Excellency for the trouble imposed upon hiin 
in undertaking the removal of the Spanish refugees, and its entire satisfaction with the measures 
B taken by his Excellency for effecting this desirable object. 



No. 734. 
Extract from the Minvtcs of the Court ff Fo/lcf/^ Orfoher *»0, 1817. 

HIS Excellency stated to the Court that he had received a despatch from Lieutenant Jlitchel, 
containing the information that twenty out of the Spanish refugees left at the Post had quitted to 
^ return to Angostura, and that the rest wwe then prepanng to follow, so that it was probable by 
this time the whole had left the Colony. 



ISo. /.).). 



SiiiKrn Bolivar, '' ^iupremc Chief'' to the Gorermrr (f (ritatKnar. 



'* Documentos para la 
Historia de la Tida del 
Libertador.*' Vol. vi, 
p. 196. 
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A\ seiior Gobernador Coniandante general de 

Guayana. 

Cuartel general en AntjoHtura, 
SeBor Gobernador, Dlciemlrre 17 ch 1817.-7.° 

EL SENOK COKONEL A^ICENTE SUCKE 
debe considerarse no solamente como Gobernador 
de las fortalezas de la antigua Guayana, sine como 
Comandante niilitar del l)epartamento del Bajo 
Orinoco, encargado del mando de la linea que 
forman la conlillera de pueblos desde Caruache 
hasta Piacoa, como Comandante inmediato de ella. 
Higaselo U. S. entender asi y comunfquelo a 
quienes corresponda. 

La comision a que piensa destinar el Comandante 
de Caycara al ciudadano Nareiso Mendoza sera 
muy conveniente que se lleve a efecto si el 
(Jomisiona<.lo es (*.apaz de ejecturla. U. S. dani al 
Comandante Kiobueno las ordenes, eonfonnjindose 
a las notieias e informes que tenga aobre la con- 
dueta y aptitud de Mendoza. 

U. S. muchoa afios. 



Dios guarde a 



SFMON BOLIVAK. 



To tlie Governor Commandant-General of Guayana. 

Hea d'quarte7% A 7i{/ost tnv, 
Senor Governor, December 17, 1817. 

COLONEL VICENTE SUCRE is to be con-' 
sidered not only as Governor of the forti-esses of 
Old Guayana, but as Military Commandant of the 
Department of Lower Orinoco, and intrusted with 
the command of the line formed by the chain of 
villages from Caruache to Piacoa, as being the Com- 
mandant nearest thereto. Make him acquainted 
with this, and communicate it to whomsoever it 
may concern. 

It will l)e very useful to carry out the couniiis- 
sion which the Commandant of Caycara thinks of 
confeiring on citizen Nareiso Mendoza if the Com- 
missicmer is ca.paWe of executing it. You are to 
give Commandant Eiobueno his orders, in am- 
formitv with the knowled^je and information v^u 
possess respecting the behaviour and aptitiule ot 
Mendoza. 

May God preserve you nianv vears. 

(Signed) SIMON BOLIVAIJ. 



9 



CO 
CO 

O 



o 
o 

o 



CO 



o 



00 
1— J 
00 















[696—6] 



O 

'Si 

d 
a? 

bo 

O 

!^ 

o 
to 



o 

CO 



2 
•I— • 

o 

d 
d 



aO CO 

to 2 
.9 2 



OS 

00 









5t 



o 

o 

c 



o 

Ah 



CO 

•i-H 

OP 



c2 

•rl 

O 

d 



QQ 






.Ad 

a 




O 
(O 




S Q Q Q (5 S a Q O a 9 S 



«D ; 

P 

o a> 

•«j o 

e a 
o o 

a d 
S S 

lis- 



B 
O 



H 

«> 

0) 



o2 
3 



e 
o 



8 

« 

a 

o 

§ 

a 



3 9 



I 



I 



(5(5(5(3 



J. 



O 







^ i^ QO eo 






■^ <o O) o r« 



> 
o 

S JO 



i 



<oeooeo»ncoa>Qocvi^O)eoeQoo40S4«^t>»oa)0)eM 



>Q lO r« toooo 



a 

9 ^ 



e«if-«^eQi-t^^'*^i-i»^©ji-ii-i^i-i ^c^ioeo^eiesi 



^ pM iM CO ^ ^ 




s 



i I 

- - a 



<6 

a 

2^0 






<8 08 



c8 
§ 



o 



I s 

O * d 



8 



I 






5 O. >« 



u P* 









t 



B 

«8 



s 



i B a 



• • ■ 

• • • 









N 


B 


3 » 


e : 


r2 


09 



09 

B 
o 



« ^ 08 

111 



< <^< 



P 08 



CD 

u 



s 

08 



O 










■^ kA o r« oo 

CM C4 04 C« M 



D 



10 






» 



I 



ja 

u 

s 



o 



CM 

o 



►3 2 ^ S i 5 2 i i 2 



g4« S 4^ S S 4^ 4* 
• art • ^4 aw^ «*M •■■ umt VtaM 
coDQOQQQQ 



4 



•or 



o 



cooiOOO'-*tOk>*^eo^ao 



IT) 



a 

S 

o 



-M p- -H 



CO 



o • 



S 



ac^Htot^o>eo*^CMO)ift<o 



eo 

to 



S 
" .^ o 

P Ss 



^^^CS|"^^<-"eOOI<NCM 






I 

1 

O 



o 

s 

as 







• • • ej 

O. g f <s ^ 



CO 

a 
_o 
'•S 

« 



o « 









o 



S 

:2 



d 

S3 



e 

09 

< i5 K ►? m DC -^ -^ o (2 4 



c lis •— 

«8 C >- 



9 V 



S 5'« 

5 d c 



o 

c9 

a 

o 
u 



■■I 

o 



o 



.2 









p— ( 
H 



40 

5^ 



«0 



•73 



CO 
CO 

■ 

o 
o 

CQ 
(D 
X 






£2 



o 



C<JCOWeOCOcOCQcOcocOco 



X CQ 

£.2 
^ S 

r— ' ,^ 

o bo 
0.3 

^ CO 

'S o 

^ s 

> (D 
^ J^ 

^ "^ 
*5 ^ 

s 



^ 






03 
u 



.^S't: ^ 



O 



ce 



d 
00 o ^ 

•PH 

o 






C4-I 
- be 

o c 
o 

s 

o 



3^ 



».9 



d 

d 

PH 

o 









d 
o 
o 



^ t- .- 

t4- ^ o 

^ -^ 

r—^ .1—1 

»7 > !> 

O 



blD 


ao 


d 





c3 

03 


*d 


(— i 


cS 




:x< 


t<-l 




rf^ 


^H 




••^ 




0) 


ja 



bO 



02 



ce- 

^ o 

^ a 
x'-5 

Jo 

d d 
::; ce 






p- 






1^ 


Q 








^ 






<-< 


0) 






d s 



cc 

•r-t 

•—I 

o 
;2; 



"^ 


d 







p-* 


.5 


-M 


ce 


• PN 




^ 


bo 




d 


so 


^ 


£ 


•53 


< 





X 00 

d •«-« 
bC^ 



o o 



o 



^ 5 



ce 



5W 

o 

00 



bC§ 
5 <^ 

?^ © 

d.S 

d o 



&^ 



— '-' 



00 



ce 

m 



d 



ce 






ce 

o 



•—I 

O 



ce 


a> 




0) 




»H 


pH 


ce 


a 


ce 





d 


> 


ce 




S 





^ 


-fj 


d 







«<-. 


p^ 





ce 




piii 


p-t 


ce 


p 


-ij 


d 


d 


;2; 







,^3 





ce 


r^ 


bn 


-M 


cH 




.d 


^^ 




, 


w' 




01 







Sid 



CO 

i 

•♦J 

•2 



bOoo'^ 

d <3> 

ce cJ 

o d 

jd ce 



d i> 



0.53 

'S bo 

Oj,d 

cS *oQ 

O O 

«? d 

o o 

o d 
zd © 

-d ts © 

t^ d Q 

o o ^ 
• I— ( ^> »-i 
j;^ o 

>^^ a 

J J s 

:5^ a 
^ 52 

'-^ '♦J 

c*-* "^ d 
o o 

pd -^ 
-t:^ i^ ce 

30 T* 

•5 ^ bO 

►J 5:2 
< ^ ^ 

o 



QO 



kS 






d o) 






d 


^ 


ce 




r- 


«4H 







•l-H 







D 


*H 


^—4 


<fJ 


pO 




ce 


bo 


a. 


a 


ce 



00 




00 


(-4 


?-i 


(-• 


0) 





• r-t 

•^ d . 
pM ce -g 

— d 'C 

d o) Xi 

ce c 00 

©•-^ d 

:s o § 

6:3 £ 

"^ ^ o 

< 2.S 

d c8 

.2 ^ bo 
< C 20 



^ 






_ ■*•- 


ce 


C4^ 


fe 




(^ 




• p»m 


<D 





^^^^ 




r^ 


-♦-i 


ce 


be 



ce.d 
00 c^ 



o 
> 






;=: d o 

o © P 

^rd O 

p^ d 

"w pd o 



-H P- 






O 



d d 5 
»" te- 2 

c '^ y 
•d oc ce 

0:S ? 
5 S P 

.5 ^ be 



b£' CD 

d o 



ce ^ 






ce 



;x M 



a: 
© 



O 

X 

X 

ce 



c 

o 
o 

*^ 

o 

•iH 

PH 



ce •r^ 



ce 


r* 


;-^ 


pi^ 


© 


»4 




d 


3 



e+- 


1? 








<1) 


c 


r-i 


r* 





5 


+J 


;l 




C4-. 


1> 


piii 


C 


• ^ 


ce 


^ 







^ 


S 


^ 


^ 


ci 


<: 




S 





:zd} 


/M 






■^ 




^>4 








r- 


c*- 


■p 





s^ 


^» 


,-- 




w^^ 


c? 




>- 




0!? 

, 1 




bJC 


t— 1 


r 


iH 




I 


^ 


^ 
►— 

-< 


P 
> 




/5 


-< 


;« 






11 





GD 00 


rms, 
ilies, 






CD QQ 






• fh 


rH 










leof 
their 








x" x" 

A •M 








le of 
their 




of bearing A 
g their Fam 


5 of bearing A 
g their Fam 






of bearing A 
g their Fam 






earing Arms, 
Families, resi 










Chiefs, capab 


be 



S 




1 






3 of bearing A 
g their Fam 








Chiefs, capab 
1 composing 
ourouca. 




rS =3 

53 O 

5§ 


capabk 
omposin 






capable 
omposin 






Cm 

^^ 

® 

c8 

£ 

a 

'-^ 


g their 










ave no 
Childrei 


• 

d 



a 






s capabh 
lomposhi 








ave no 
Childrei 
Ureek M 


• 
• 


Jemmy's Followers 
en and (Jhildren c 
on District. 


ist No. 18. 

Armayas Folio wera 
en and Children c 


a 

o 

X 

• PH 


* 
T-H 

Hid 

•2 


Bartoli's Followers 
en and Children c 




■ 

o 

• 

< 

HO 

00 

*•* 


Children composin 


o 




• 

HO 


-H 

c 
ce 

•PH 

ce 
> 


a 

c8 

PH 

s 


® 

-M 




k Pairaka, River Po 




HO 


ilendrick's FoUoweri 
ten and Children c 






CO 

Hn» 


g Warouw Indians, who h 
umber of the Women and 
he Creek Camevala, in the ^ 


--; 


J S 2 

ci o > 


L 

Chief . 
3 Wom 


o 

£ 


<; 


Chief 
3 Womi 




^ 


ef Tanj 
en and 


a 
o 
o 




Dllowing Aro\ 


;h 

0) 

i 




iJ-5 




•^ 


Chief 1 
e Woin 






t-^ 




awaay 
of th( 


o 




rowak 

of th( 


• 

cd 
o 

o 




• r-" r^ 


;h 

CD 

O 








12; 

•4^ 









rowak 
of th 


• 

ce 








llowin 
theN 
bout t 




> ^ a 


^ ^ 


ce 




< u 


!3 






rH 




k 






Cm 


ria 


ce 






< ^ 


P 






cS^ « 




lie A 
rnbei 
t Ka 


<1 s 

^ a 






■4^ C 










O 











-*- 


bo 

PH 

T3 






0) 

Or5 

^ a 









the 
J, wit 
ding 




List of t 

the Nu 

ing abou 


List of t 

the Nu 


> 

O 

bo 




List of 
the Nu 


ing abou 




Cm 

"x 

• M 


o 

B 




04 

ce 






Cm 
CD 


S 

< 
be 

m ^0^ 


•5 

CD 






List of 

the Nn 


ing abou 






List of 
ing Armg 
ilies, resi 




<3 .tS M 




• >iH 




with 


y 




H 
I-H 


r 1 



o 

c3 








< 




rf 
S 






<1 . M 00 






^ ^ a 

< ^ 








0) 




^ 






■5 










fx. 






HH "^ 
r^ 


q^ 
^ 










o 


o 






o 






O 





































;2: 


>: 




^ 


^ 






^ 












^ 










;zi 








Jz; 




Arms, 
imilies, 


* bD 




be 




M be 








bC 


CO 










bo 




CO 


X 






b£x" 




Arnii 
bidin 




Hi:» 

• ^H 






Arm 
sidin 








FH 




B 










• pH 

*^ 

• fH 

X 




FH 



1) 

fH 

F-H 

• fH 

a 






earin 
milie 




. o 




rH 


o 




.-^ p 








^ 


7i 








capable of bearing 







f£5 


ce 






J ce 




apable of bearing 
ompowi/jg their Vk 


capable of bearing 
ing their Families, r 




able of bearing Arn 


g their ramihes, r 




capable of bearing 
ing their Families, r 








Uowers capable of 
composing their F 








sing their i amilies, 1 




jwers capable of 


>FH 



bo 

P 

■fH 

X 



3 









owers capable of 
composing their F 




ollowors c 
Children c 

• 


• 

Followers 
en compos 


9 


^4 

fe S 


% 


Followers 
en compos 




• 




Cm 

X 

"08 




•H 

• l-« 








• 






g 

■H 

M 




• 

»ick's Foll( 
d Children 




• 


ef Warakamoeri's Fol 
Women and Children 


• 


» d o 
K so 

Cm C3 '^ 


List No. 10 

* Jan Klaas' 
1 and Childr 


1-H 

HO 




nd Children 
istrict. 


HO 

•2 


ef Pieter's ] 
I and Childr 




CC 

HO 


1 




K 

Cm 


g 

0) 

rH 

FH 




rH 

. 

<; 

HO 


CD 

Cm 



pH 
■^ 
• »-« 

ce 




2 » J^ 
>■ ce a? 

^ a 




1-H 

HO 

3 




[NAL List of the Warouw Ch 
with the Number of the W< 
residing about Haymara Caberi 


INAT. List of the Warouw Chief 
with the Number of the Womei 
about Mourouca. 




Cm 

•r-i 

rH 

o 

C 
;h 

J3 

Cm 

O 

-M 

CD 

•l-H 

1-5 

^H 


the Number of the Women a 
about Kaaynaam, Pomeroon D 




INAL List of the Warouw Chi 
with the Number of the Womei: 


i 

o 

;^ 

O 
O 








6 


■^ 

Cm 



X 

J— 1 



Cm 

r^ 

s 

■*- 

rH 
H-> 

•5 

X 

<5 


residing about Mourouca. 






• fH 

S3 

ce 

?: 

^- 
:m 



X 

•f-H 

t-H 


a 



:3 

Cm 

• 

3 

-H 
)-< 

3 

;^ 

^< 
■^ 

• FH 


• 

ce 




u 

p 


P 

ce 




;-* 

ce 

Cm 

-4J 
X 

• fH 

t-H 


-d 

Cm 


;h 
a) 

rH 

^; 

'^ 

• fH 

P' 

P ' 

< 


m 

c3 


P 

u 

P 


P 


ce 

bo 

«^ 
fH 
fH 

-0 

X 

u 




INAL. Tiist of the Warouw Chi 
Arms, with tlie Number of the 
residing about Pomeroon. 




5? 


:h 




?3 






P? 








^ 










wH 






??. 








?5 




c 


o 




o 






o 








































^•^ 

^ 


^ 




^2; 






^ 








;z; 










12; 






^2; 








125 



12 



1^ 

o 



o 



f/5 

2: 



O 



QC 

»— • 
00 

CD 






• 

HO 



m 



c 




o 




•F-l 




-M 




od 




!z; 




f~i 




• i-» 




o 




^ 




-♦ii 




bo 




c 




'C 








• i-t 




O 




<1J 




Pi 




CD 




•% 




c 




o 




£^ 




^ 




1— t 




• ^N 




>« 








c:^ 




^ 




>-< 








c5 




C 




(D 




rt 




C 




O 




K^ 




n^ 








U 




• 1-4 




o 




r-» 




-«^ 


QQ 




<-« 










»-i 


o 


< 


r-; 




-4-* 


c 


S 


•!-• 


o 


«>-< 


• 


cS c^ 


O 




JD 




«*-! 


p 


c 


ctf 




-M 


a> 


OQ 




• i-» 


1*^ 


a 


rf 




P^ 


iw 


cC 


*^ 


o 


ce 





o 
u 

fl 




0) 


^H* 


"C 


c 


■r-t 




K 


;» 


<D 


<D 


A-» 


^ 


l-H 


g 




p 


>•> 


c 







v^ 


o 


rt 


r- 




-M 


Ch 


X 


^ 


• r-i 


2 


pi 


G 


•» 





o 


&C 


Xi 




• 1— < 




r- 




^' 




cr 




0) 




cc 




CO 








C4^ 




C 




-4ii9 




O 




'C 




^^ 




-M 




QC 




* *^ 




P 




o 





o 

c3 






«8 



•s 



S 



> 



3; 

o Si 

J2 •- 



•c 

o 
S 

.a 



d- 


^ 




— a 

m 




© -0 





> Tl 


^Q 


*.:: S 


«» 


ribe; 
0, bat 


e 

e9 

S 


4A &« 


s • 


a 4) 


81 


deiii 
mpd 


11 


e c9 

go 


2.2 




H 



s 

B 

« 
O 

•c 

a 



o e 

.0 > 



•J £ 
2 « 

£ o 



04 



C 
V 

o 

c 
a 



.§•3 £ 
** «•« 
0^:73 

fa _. « 



CM 

o: 

.0 



I 



S s' 



11 

en jS 

§ « 



a s 



no 

s 



tK s 



.a 

t: 

o 

oi 

St 



00 



go 0> 

o 

s 

in ID 

S d 
o o 

Si 

^ «n 



o S 
H^ d 





2 


*»w 


:3 


•J 2 


c 


*• be 


"ia 


<.^ d 


>> 


S 


«8 




-« 


bc^ 


iO 




^^ 


0) ►. 


• 


c « 


•41: 00 


|5 


a d 


M 


oa CO 


d^ 

a s 


Is. 


-o 


■^ <P 



» 



-= -o 



CM 



. (8 



S ^ 



ee o 



r 



d d s 

.A B 
"^ . o 

«8 aj "^ 

ja3o 
o o ^ 






o 2 

'•s a 

d S 

.•2Ci .2 
i is 



= -2 J 
§ ^2 



.S ^ 



.2 



Q S5 



£ 
£ S'o 



go 
*A u 9 



s-s 

=a|8 

^ 2 s» 

o a o 

e ^b 

o S « 

*2 t3 



i 



a 

d 



«. ^ ^ 
PC d 



-< « © ec ^ 
0>l i-< ^^ — < 1-^ 



-^00 

CM CM fH 



m CO o 

CM F^ CO 



CM 



^4 o» 



B 

a 

o 



10 tC 
CM ■-• 



O •<% CM 



t» o> t<« 



O «© 00 -^ X 
^ ^ rH CM 



eo 



^1 



2 ^^ 

d o §J 



CM eo 

CM 0^ 



..N CM CM 



CO o ^ 

^ — CM 



piiN t<* tn M CM o» 

^ m^ ^^ Ci "^ ^^ 



CM 



00 -^ 



^ 



d QM 

o 

og *" 
>\ 

OS 

D 



o 



' OS 
•d 



o « o 

^ t) j= 



eO ^ ^^ .^.^« p^ ^-4 ,— I 



so 

O 

o. 

.c - « 

■i-a 

<U 
*« 2 

a.,d T3 

O COHW 



1-^ HffCM 



•d 



CM 



CM 



GM 



O 
JO 



0, 

d 

ft) 

Pi 

«> 

c 
« 



«s 



d 
o 



c 

o >. 
>< d 

^ ■• 2 

d 



o 

JO 



o 



en 



•d'.S.S 



li 



In 
> 



PS -2 



d 






S3 
Of 

« 

00 



§«lc 

o d.A 

ft? ^'3 
$ «^ * 



M 



dj cr 



o 
.0 

'd 

cr 

2 S 
2w 



m 
•0 









0) 



^ 

o 
o 

s 



.2^5 

a «" d « 

a ^ 



^ S^ *- 



^ d .d 



a> 



£ 






Sir 



<&fc5 



** d^ 

d— c 
•>■ «> ,s 

•> * 

o a cf 
,0 .s ^ 

■55 t2 

S o « 

O0upS 



■" 2 S ^ d £ 
,0 a >^ « 



e • 

•S 
'3 

cr 



J ^ •* w^ »- 







2 



a 

I 

d 

CO 



en 

d 
o 

mi 

£ 
o 

o 

c 






,d 

B 
O 



2 



•c 



«« 
« 



£ 
*5 

« 

en 
00 

u 

b > 

X B 

<4A .^ 

«• « 



3 

PQ 



> 
d 

(9 

o 



4a 

c 

£ 




es 
. O 



c 

OQ 

d 

X 



d 
u 



d 2 

^ n g e8 -, 

.5 u >» c a 

i 5 "C «=» d 

"< <J S qu c/3 



13 
V 

2 's* 

^ O B 
es C O 



O 

B 



B 
es 
-id Q 

•*^ JC '^ -r -^ c; 



T3 .a B 



C 
en — 

" O 



o 

0P 



en 

d 

o 

ee 



d 

es 
es 



eS 

a 



c 
eS 



a ^ 



Crt 



c 



■— CMCO-^iO Ot»00 OOi-^e^'M-^ 



•A 



«o 



t'« o 



13 



tti 



•E 




ts 




«« 




c 






Ji 


A 




?■ 


•^ 


« . 


• 


u 


e 




4^ 


T3 
O 


98 

e 


S 

» 




» 







-^ 




4 


4 


c 


•« 


> 


c 


« 


d 


* 






3co 


>» 


"B 


60 


•s 


•a 


es 
C 


•« 

£ 


1-^ 


a. 




(A 

o 


c 
es 


es 


2 




c- 


«n 




O 




^3 


e 


9 


es 


QO 


"■ 


►l 




d 


§ 




o 

eS 


« 




e 


> 


^ft 




4« 


** 


& 


•a 




^mm 


8 


1 •• 


. 9 


CUl^S 


u 




S 


s 


•g 


#« 


H B 


^ 

*ri 






*-• CM »-4 







o»o^ooao(Oneo 



!>• X oi c ^ »o o» o» » — 






^-o»*iO'*f<»CM^oo©o>CMeoo©eooc^O"««' 



o» 



o 



^^ » » M «t 
^ » ^ « n 



icocoaoM'«-^'<s*aoaoQooooa»OkOkoaooox 






■•kit 

o 



OS 



-1 



O 



So 




^ - 



^ I "• "Iff ic ^2 ^ •»•>•« •k 



< 



m 



cs d 



«> 

X 

« 



O 

B 



8 .2 ^-^ * ft. 5 
_ '3 S 6 n ¥-r 



J; » f 1^ .:j CS ^ H . 



o 

es g n 

i: * 









es 

a 

es 
> 

(/J 



S • S'C 

Oi X CA << 



es 
S 

g 

o 



o «: 
a ft 






[696-6] 







, with 
about 




Arms, 
siding 


Arms, 
siding 




=3 5 
^02 aj 








cc 




o 


ci; 




d^ e*M 








d tc 




tc ^ 


5C^ 


















a £ 












is - 






of l)ea 
Famili 




J: ^ *53 








' — ' ^"^ 




C '^ 


flj p^ 




r=* fc^ 








pable of 
ir Fami 




capabl 
ng thei] 


capabli 
ng thei 




rs capab 
ng thei 

woi ami 












c c 
=2 o 


wers 
nposi 




lowei 
nposi 

Acka 






'^w 


Howe 
posin 




^ c 




8 Fol 
n coi 

also . 






CO 


C 2 

lid *- 

OQ O 






hony's 
Childre 


• 


f Warakana' 
and Childre 
okeretta. 

iar, showing 






wabj 
hildi 
















the ('arib Chief Ta 
the Women and C 


o 


the Arrowak Chie 
»er of the Women 
r EssequilK), at Pol 


the Arrowak Chi 
)er of tlie Women 


1 


the Arrowak Chie 
>er of the Women 
aerony IJiver, at K 

and 18 to 40 simil 




■ 

CO 




JMINAL List of 
the Numl)er of 


>> 

2 
1 


OMIXAL List of 
with the Numl 
about tlie Kive 


OMINAL List of 
with the Numl 


a; 

> 


OMINAL List of 
with the Numl 
al)out the MasJ 

Lists 10 to 13, 




o 




:^ 




y. 


y^ 




J^ ^ 




c 




o 




• 


00 




ai 




-11 




)( bearing Arms, with 
[imilies, residing about 




)le of l>earing Arms, with 
Families, residing about 


eof bearing Arms, with 
amilies, residing about 




of Ijearing Arms, with 
amilies, residing about 

of bearing Arms, with 
amilies, residing about 








^c^ 




^'^ 
















A'oJ 


















S:5 






s« &^ 












§ ""^ 




gg> o^ 






l/"^ 


*^ cc 

> ^ 

1! 




is 


l-i 




Is Is 






t^^ 

^ 

r^ 










's Folio 
n comp 

Follow 
11 comp 






1 
1 


ief Arinay s 
and Childrei 


aytabooro. 


ief Abraham 
and Childrei 


ief Mayguar 
and Childrei 




lief I'ungray 
and Childre 

lief Samba's 
and Childre 








Carib Ch 
Women 


Carib Ch 

Women 

rrawasse 


Carib Cli 

Women 

•ranambo 


OMINAL List of the Carib CI 
the Nimiber of the Women 
Masserony, at Waycabara, 

OMINAL List of the Carib 01 
the Numl)er of the Women 


• 






DMIXAL List of the 
tlie Number of the 


liiver Cujony, at Ci 


OMINAL List of the 
the Numl>er of the 
Eiver Cujony, at A 


OMINAL List of the 
the Number of the 
MaSvSerony, at War 


Essequibo, at Cree 






^. 




^ 


y 




r^ ya 





C<1 



^ 



IC 



E 



l 



14 



No. 738. 



General Archives of 
thf Order of the* 
Capurhiiiii, Rome. 



(Extract.) 

fllogio historico-funebre que en ol solemne fwieral 
mando celebrar el J/". 72. F. Fi\ Kstehati de 
Barcelona, ministro provincial de inenores 
Capuchinos de la provincial de Qftalufia el 10 de 
junio del 1818 en honor y aufraifio de los 30 
padres rnisioneros Capuchinos con f<ns 4 hermanos 
enfermeros hijos todos de la inisma Provincia, if 
»acrificado8 con violetita mnerie por los insur- 
gentes de Arn^nca en la Provincia de Gnayana 
en distintos dias desde febrero d junto del a no 
ISn y pro7iunci6 en la Iglesia de Padres Capuchi- 
nos de Barcelona el R, P. Fr. Nicolas de Vich, 
ininonero apostSlico de Indian y Predicador del 
2 mis mo Convento. 

GUAYAXA estii eii la Co.sta-firine de la 
America nieridional : es una de las ])rovinciiUs de 
Venezuela, siijeta k la Capitania-general de 
Caracas en el Vireinato de Santa Fe Estd situatla 
en las margenes del gran Eio Orinoco ({\ie la 
divide de la provincia de (Jumaiui. Hace 94 anos 
(jue los PP. Capuchinos catalanes toniaron a su 
cargo, introducir la luz del santo Evangel io a 
aqiiellos indit)8 bravos que haliitahan diclia Pro- 
vincia en tre las oscuras som])ras de la infidelidad e 
ignorancia y si bien es verdad que los PP. de la 
Conipania de Jesus, los PP. Agustinos descalzos, 
Q algunos PP. Dominicos y aun Icjs niisnios Capu- 
chinos habian ido a las orillas del Orinoc*o con el 
propio fin, mas lo fragoso de aquel terreno, y la 
falta absoluta de medios ])ara subsistir, precisaron 
a unos y otros al abandono de la em})resa. En el 
ano, pues, de 1724, emprendieron de nuevo pasar 
alld los PP. Misioneros Ca})uclunos de esta 
nuestra provincia de Catiihifia, por Keal Orden del 
Soberano Feli[)e V, habiendo ya puesto en arre^lo 
sus fundacioncs de la. isla Trinidad de Barlovento ; 
en cuya colonia estaban evangelizando ya desde 
1G87 y en donde los Indios inlmmanos y l»ravos 
liabian ya sacrificado A su furcir las vidas de varios 
1) misioneros a la violencia de las Hechas, maciinas 

venenos Seria n(H'esaria una dilatada 

historia para manifestar las infinitas calami(la<les, 
]>enurias de alimentos y otros obstiiculos cpie 
varias veces pusieron si aquellos fundadores, pr6xi- 
mos a la precision de desistir de tan santaenqjresa; 
pero superando por fin todo obstficulo y dificidtad 
V resueltos a veneer 6 morir, se^^un ellos mismos 
declararon y protestaron al Monarca, emjjezaron A 
abrirse caminos en aquellos lM)sques (jue ])arecian 
impenetrables ; ])rincipiaron a reducir c ilustrar 
los Intlios (jue alii habitaban como bestias ; I'unda- 
ron luego nuevos pueblos c iglesias y establecieron 
E sus labranzas y hatos (> crias ih^ ganad(j con tales 
adelantamientos, cpie aquella l*rovincia en donde 
el Key de Rspafia solo poseia antes unas peijuenas 
fortalezas en la orilla del Orinoco, llamadas ahora 
de la antigua Guayana, en las ([ue mantenia un 
pequeno destacamento de soldados ; se miraba ya 
en nuestros dias mi florido jardin esj)i ritual y 
temporal: espiritual, por las muchas almas (jue 
daba para Dios : temporal por la grande utilidad 
y honor que de alii resultaba a la nacion es])anola 
y aun A los mismos Indios, que iban ilustnindose y 
adelantando cada dia nuis en varias artes y oficios, 
con ({ue se hacian mas sociables y utiles ;i la 
P Repiiblica y a si mismos. Sehabia formado (l(\sde 
entonces la capital con el mismo nombn^ de 
Ctuayana, donde residian el ObisjM) y Gobernador 
de dicha Provincia; es e^sta una ciudad ]>e(|uena 
pero hermosa y comerciante : siis habitantes en 
gran parte son Europeos, y los deuuis criollos de 
alii mismo. Hay a mas de csta otras varias 



Funeral oration, pronouncrd in the Church of the 
Cajyif chins of Barcelona, by the Jiev. Father 
NicoluJi de Vich, Apostolic Missionary of the 
Indies, aivd Preacher in thai Convent, at th 
solemn commemoration which the Very Per. 
Father Edehan dc Barcelona, Provivcicd Minister 
of the Minor Capuchins of tlie Province of Cata- 
lonia , ordered to he celebrated on the 10th of June, 
1818, iyi honour and aid of the thirty Capuchin 
Missionary Fathers and their four brethren of the 
Infirmary, all Natives of the said Provhicc, who 
were cruelly massacred by the Insurgents of 
America, in the Pnnnnce of Guayana, on variauJi 
days hiurrn February and June, 1817. 
GUAYANA is on the mainland of South 
Amerioa. It is one of the provinces of Vene- 
zuela, included in the Captaincy-General of 
Caracas, in the Viceregal Province of Santa 
Fe. It is situated on the banks of the great 
Eiver Orinoco, which separates it from the Pro- 
vince of Cumana. It is now ninety-four years 
since the Cataloniau Capuchin Fathers under- 
took to carry the light of the Holy Gospel to 
the savage Indians who inhabited the province 
in question amid the gloom of heathenism and 
ignorance, and although it is true that the Jesuit 
Fathers, the Augustine barefooted Fathers, some 
Dominicans, and even the CapuchmR themselves 
had gone to the shores of the Orinoco with the 
same object; but the roughness of the soil, and 
the absolute lack of means of subsistence, com- 
pelled them all to abandon the undertaking. 
Then, in 1724, the Capuchin missionaries of this 
our Province of (Jatalonia undertook once more 
to go there, under a Royal Order of the Sove- 
reign, PhiHp V, having already put their settle- 
ments in the Windward Island of Trinidad Id 
good order. 

This latter Colony they luid been evangelizing 
since 1G87. and the cruel and savage Indians had 
already sacrificed in their fury the lives of several 
missionaries, whom they killed with aiTows, 
hatchets, poison, .... A long narrative 
would be required to describe the infinite suffer- 
ings, scarcity of food, and other obstacles which 
several times nearly obliged tlie founders to 
desist from their holy enteiprise, but at last they 
overcame eveiy obstacle and difficulty, and 
determined to conquer or die, as they them- 
selves dechired and protested to the King. 
They began to open roads through the forests 
which had seemed inipenetrable. They began 
to reclaim and enlighten the Indians, who were 
living there like bnites. They then founded 
new villages and churches, and established 
farms for agriculture and cattle-breeding, 
making such progress that the province in which 
the King of Spain before possessed merely some 
small forts on the banks of the Orinoco, now 
called the forts of Old Guayana, in which he 
maintained a small detachment of soldiers, there 
in our time was to be seen a spiritual and tem- 
poral flower garden — spiritual, from the many 
souls it gave to God ; temporal, from the great 
profit and honour which redounded from it to 
the Spanish nation, and also to the Indians 
themselves, who were becoming more enligh- 
tened, and improving daily in many arts and 
professions, through which they were becoming 
more valuable citieens of the commonwealth 
and bringing advantage to themselves. 

The capital was next built also, imder the 
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])(»Mt'U'ioiies sii])alternas de Europeos, ciiollos u 
Imlios de las cuales iin crecido nuniero de])en su 
fnndaeiou y progresos a los IT. Observantes de 
San Francisco, liijos de distintas jjrovincia^ de 
Espana. Pero lo mas tloreciente de la Provincia, 
*^ran los 27 ])ueblos de Indios fundados v ixober- 
nados en lo espiritual y temporal por los predichos 
PP. ^Misioneros Capuchinos de Cataluna (pie aun- 
vivian distribuidos en tales pueblos para el mejor 
regimen de estos, observaban no obstante una 
pevfectii vida c(muin, dej>endientes y gobernados 
de un Prefecto y dos Conjueces, electos capitular- 
mente por la misma Comunidad congregada ; habia 
«'i masde estos un Procurador General ^pie cuidaba 
los intereses de los Indios y atendia a las necesi- 
< lades de los Misioneros. Estos bermosos, uni- 
formes pueblos, arreglados a un niismo i)laTi, y las 
<l(»s villas de U})ata y Beared on etii. constituyen la 
que llanian l)aja (luayana, poeo menos extensa (pie 
la provincia cle Cataluna ; confina por el Oriente 
con el mar ; por el Xorte con el gran Orinoco ; 
por el Poniente con el caudaloso Rio Caroni y j)or 
el Sur con las tierras de los Holandeses v Portu- 
gueses. El clima de alii es muy calido, pero nuiy 
sano ; la estacion es todo el ano i<'ual v a corta 
diferencia como el mas riguroso verano de Espaiia, 
])ero las brisas o vientos nordestes la atemperan 
algnn tan to y bacen las nocbes algo apacibles, 
particularmente en los seis meses del ano (pie alii 
llaman verano, no por otro motivo sino i)onpie no 
llneve y por contraposicion a bjs otros seis meses 
<»n ([ue todos los dias llueve y los llaman invierno : 
sns tierras son fertilisimas en algodon, maiz, arroz, 
<*afe, c4icao, (piina y friitas de varias calidades 
]»ro})rias de {Wpiel deleitable pais, (pie no es raro 
arrebatase la admiracion del famoso v celebre 
< 'olon, (piien luego que descubricS las nuirgenes del 
( )rinoco, y reparo en ellas la singular y pintoresca 
liermosura, variedad v extraneza de arboles, 
plantas, yerbas, flores, frutos, y animales de infini- 
tiis especies, uo ymdo menos (jue ligurarse lui])ia 
<U^scubierto el Paraiso terrenal. 



De los sobredicbos puel)los, cuyos, nombres, 
titulares, habitantes, Misioneros, &c., se liallai-an 
eii el estado (j^ue se pone al fin de csta oln-illa, 
(iependia casi por entero la subsistencia de toda la 
provincia de Guayaua, por serlos mils abundantes 
c*ii ganados y frutos de toda calidad ; por ellos se 
habia mantenido libre esta Provincia, v a favcn* 
i\A Rey nuestro Sefior, a pesar de (pie la mayor 
parte de la Costa-firme habia sido inundada de la 
iiisurreccion. 

Los rebeldes insurgentes viendo la muclia re- 
sistencia, y conociendo (pie la causa toUvl de ella 
era el influjo de los PP. Misioneros, todos los anos 
de.S(ie el principio de la iiisurreccion procuraban 
con los may ores esfuerzos iiivadir sus pueblos, 
pero siempre iniitilmente, piies dichos PP. tonia- 
ban las mas justas medidjis y em'rgicas provi- 
dencias, alarmando sus Indios, abasteciiuKlo las 
tropas de un todo, y contribuyendo con cal)allos, 
viveres y utensilios de toda clase (pie permitia su 
posibilidad. Por este motivo se habia acarreado 
atpiella Comunidad la indignacion de los re])eldes 



name of Guayana, and there the Bishop and A 
Governor of the province resided. It is a small 
but beautiful and busv town, the inhabitants for 
the most part Europeans, and the rest native 
Creoles. Besides the capital, there are several 
other inferior settlements of Europeans, Creoles, 
and Indians, of which a great many owe their 
establishment and progress to the Observant 
Franciscan Fathers coming from different pro- 
vinces of Spain. But the most flourishing pai*t 
of the province was the twenty-seven Indian 
villages founded and managed, both as regards 
spiritual and temporal matters, by the aforesaid 
Capuchin Missionary Fathers of Catalonia, who, ^ 
although they were dispersed among the villages 
for their better administration, neverthelesa 
maintained a strict common life, dependent on 
and governed by a Prefect and two Assessors, 
elected bv an assemblv of the community in 
Chapter. Besides these, there was a Procurator- 
General, who watched the interests of the In- 
dians and attended to the wants of the mis- 
sionaries. These beautiful villages, all uniform, 
and ari'anged on the same plan, and the two 
towns of Apata and Barceloneta, constitute 
what is called Lower Guayana, which is little p 
less extensive than th(i Province of Catalonia. 
On the east it touches the sea, on the north the 
boundary is the great Orinoco, on the west the 
mighty lliver Caroni, and on the south the teiri- 
tories of the Dutch and Poi-tuguese. The 
climate of the country is very warm, but quite 
healthy. The seasons are alike throughout the 
year, and nearly resemble the hottest summer 
in Spain, but the •' brisas," or north-east winds, 
cool it a little, and make the nights somewhat 
milder, particularly during the six months of the 
year which there they call summer, merely 
because it does not rain, and in contradistinction J) 
to the other six months, when it rains every day, 
and which thev call winter. 

The land is very productive of cotton, maize, 
rije, coffee, cocoa, Peruvian bark, and fruits of 
various kinds natural to tliat delectable country, 
so that it is not strange that it attracted the 
admiration of the great and renowned Columbus, 
who, when he discovered the banks of the 
Orinoco, and observed their wonderful and 
picturesque beauty, and the variety and novelty 
of trees, plants, herbs, flowers, fruits, and animals 
of numberless kinds, could only imagine that he 
had discovered the eaithlv Paradise. E 

On the above-mentioned villages, whose 
names, titles, inhabitants, missionaries, &c , will 
b(j found in the statement at the end of this 
work the Avhole Province of Guayana depended 
almost entirely for its subsistence, as they were 
the richest in cattle and produce of every kind. 
They had enabled the province to maintain its 
freedom, and support our lord the King when 
the greater ])art of the continent was over- 
whelmed by the insurretrtion. 

The insurgent rebels, seeing the firm resist- 
ance made, and knowing that it was wholly -p 
due to the influence of tbe Missionary Fathers, 
tried every year from the beginning of the insur- 
rection, and used all th(nr efforts to invade these 
villages, but always in vain, for the Fathers took 
the best means and most energetic measures to 
withstand them, calling their Indians to arms, 
supplying: the troops with all necessaries, and 
contnbuting horses, provisions, and utensils of 
every kind to the extent of tbeir power. In 
consequence, the community ]iad incurred the 
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en tan to extreniu, ([ue les liaMiin anienazado 
varias veces con la terrible expresion " que de las 
barl»as de los Misioneros Capuchinos catalanes 
hal)ian de fonnar caljestros para 8U8 caballos." 
Lograron por fin sus (lepra vados intentos, per- 
niitidndolo Dios por sus ineserutables secretos, y 
a los liltimos de Enero de 1817 se apoderaron 
con soi-presa de aquellos pueblos, siguiendose li 
esto consecuencias tan ciilaniitosas (\x\e seria largo 
referirlas. 



resentment of the rebels to such an extreme that 
they had been several times threatened with iho 
terrible expression *' that of the beards of tlic 
Capuchin missionaries of Catalonia tliey would 
make halters for their horses/' At last they suc- 
ceeded in their wdcked design, God, for his 
inscrutable purposes, permitting them, aud at 
the end of January 1817 they seized the vil- 
lages by sui'prise, an event which was followed 
by consequences so disastrous that it w^ould take 
too long to relate them. 
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No. 739. 



Extract from the Minutes of the Court of Policy, May 1, 1819. 



The Honourable Member (ilr. Bean) stated to the Court that the buildings at the military 
Post at Capoey were in want of repaira as well as painting, and that the cistern was totally useless 
the detachment consequently verv^ ill off for water. His Excellency stated that, with respect to 
the painting the building, he Avould give the necessary directions to have this done, and it having; 
been observed thtit an ir(»n cistern of 4,000 gallons was advertised for sale, and that it would be 
the most desirable and probably the cheapest mode of replacing the old one, it was resolved that 
his Excellency be pleased to take upon himself the trouble to obtain the necessary information on 
the subject, and if he approve of the cistern and price, not to exceed 150/. or 160/., to purcha>e 
same on accoimt of tlu' Colony, and have same sent up to the Post. His Excelleucy havin*; 
signified his acquiescence to take upon himself this charge, the Secretary was ordered to hand 
over to his Excellency an extract of the foregoing Minute for his Government. 
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No. 740. 



GoveriDnent Secretayn/ to Colon la I Receiver and Treasurer 



E 



Sir, Government Snrctarys Office, May 26, 181i). 

I AM directed bv his Excellencv the Lieutenant-Goveraor to desire that you will immediatelv 
<*all upon Mr. Edward Ross, Protector of Colonial Duties, to pay into the chest under your charge 
the colonial duties received up to the present period, in consequence of his application to his 
Excelleucy for leave of absence from the Colony. 

I beg the favour to be furnished with a statement of the expenses incuiTed by the conveyance 
of a number of Spaniards from Pomeroon in Captain Sing's vessel to Porto Rico, and disbmsedby 
a payment from the Colony chest, the amount having been remitted by the Spanish Governrnout 
of that place to Messrs. ]k)yles, King, and Co., of Demerary, through their agents at Barbados. 

(Signed) ' GEO. C. SEAKLE, 

Government Secretary. 
To (.'has. Vincent, Esq., Colonial Keceiver, &c. 



No. 741 



DecTvio (hi CongrcHo de Anijo-^fnra. 



Drcrn of the Conyrrxs of Awjostura. 



"Documencos para la 
Historia de la vida del 
Libertador." Vol. v, 
|). 700. 

F 



Drrlaratoria sohrr la division del 7Vrrlforio dc las 

Mlf<io)frs. 

LA Diputacion j)erinaiiente del Sol)eiaiio Con- 
greso atendiendo li la crmsulta ([ue ha hecho el 
actual Comisionado I)irect(»r de las Misiones del 
Caroni sobre el numero de los Distritos, de que 
cada uno debe componerse ; ha venido en de- 
chirar : 



DechtraMon upon the Divmim of flu TerrUorji of 

the Ml'i.noiis. 

THE Permanent Deputation of tlie Soverei^^ni 
Congress, in view of the Keport drawn up by the 
present Commissioner and Director of the Missions 
of the Caroni, upon the nunil)er of districts which 
each is to contain, has ameed to declare: — 
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AmicuiX) 1." 



Akticle 1. 



Que aunqiie por el articulo l.'» del Keglaniento 
<le 6 (le Mayo del afio proximo ])asa(lo, dado por 
el Soberano Congreso, se dispuso que las expre- 
sadas Misiones continuasen divididas en los 
«[uatro Distritos conocidos liasta entonces en lo 
sucesivo, lo estara en cinco, a saber ; el Este, (pie 
comprehendeni les Vueblos Palmar, Cinnamo, 
Miamo, Carapo, Tupu([uen, Tunierenio, y Cura; 
el del centro, los de Altagraeia, San Antonio, 
Guri, Tiipapui, Upata y Santa Maria ; el del Sur, 
los de Guacipati, Pastoia, Ayma, Avechicha, 
Puedpa, Santa-Clara, San Serafin y San Pedro de 
las Bocas: el del baxo Caroni San-Felix y San 
Miguel: y el del baxo Orinoco, los de Puga, 
I'iaeoa, Santa-Catiilina, Siu*o])ano y todiirS las 
ranclierias de Indios de los t-afios. 



That, although by Article 1 of the liegulation j^ 
of the 6th May of last year, made by the 
Sovereign Congress, it was ordered that the said 
Missions should continue to Ixj divided into the 
four districts known up to that time, they are for 
the future to be in five, namely : the eastern, 
which is to include the villages of Palmar, Cumano, 
Miamo, Carapo, Tupuquen, Tumeremo, and Cura ; 
the central, those of Alt^gracia, San Antonio, 
Guri, Tupapui, Upata, and Santa Maria ; the 
southern, those of Guacipati, Pastora, Ayma, 
Avechicha, Puedpa, Santa-Clara, San Serafin, and 
San Pedro de las Bocas ; that of the Lower Caroni, 
those of the Carnache, Morucuri, Caroni, San B 
F^lix, and San Miguel; and that of the Lower 
Orinoco, those of Puga, Piacoa, Santa Catalina, 
Sacopana, and all the settlements of the Indians 
of the Cafions. 



AKTfcrLO 2/' 



Article 2. 



Que las Fortale/as de Antigua-Cjuayana ([ueden 
reducidas a una Plaza de Armas, baxo las rtrdenes 
de un Comandante Militar como lo estaba en el 
anterior regimen, la (^ual delieni ser auxiliada de 
(]uanto le sea necesario, con forme a las ordenes 
iiwe expida el Oobierno. 

Comuniques al Supremo Poder Executivo para 
que disponga su cumplimiento. 

Dada por S. E. la Diputacion permanente, en 
el Palacio del Soberano Congreso, capital de 
Cxuayana & 27 de Enero de 1820, d(5cimo de la 
Independencia. 

El Presidente de la Diputiicion, 

JUAX MARTINEZ. 

Felipe Delepiane, Seiretario, 

Palacio del Gobierno d 28 r//' IJnrro de 1820. 



That the fortresses of Old Guayana be reduced 
to an arsenal, under the orders of a militaiy 
Commandant, as was the case under the previous 
regime, and which will have to be supplied with 
what is necessary according to the orders issued 
by Government. 

Let this be communicated to the Supreme 
Executive Power to arrange for its fulfilment. 

Given by their Excellencies the Permanent 
Deputation, in the Palace of the Sovereign 
Congress, Capital of Guayana, the 27th »Tanuary, 
1820, in the tenth year of Independence. 

The President of the Deputation, 

(Signed; JUAN MARTINEZ. 

(Signed) Felipe Delepaine, Secretary. 



Palace of the Government^ Januai-y 28, 1820. 



Ciimplase, y conmniciuese j'l ([uienes cones- Let it be executed and communicated to all 
ponda. whom it may concern. 

FRANCISCO ANTONIO ZEA. (Signed) FRANCISCO ANTONIO ZEA. 



Por i>. E. el Vice-Presidente : 
El Ministro del Interior, 

Diego Haitista Ukbaneja. 



For his Excellency the Vice-President : 
The Minister of the Interior, 

(Signed) DiEdo Bautlsta Urbaneja. 



1> 



E 



No. 742. 



Extract from the Munites of the Court of Policy, Febi^uary 3, 1820. 



To his Excellency Major-General John Murray, Governor, in and over the Colonies of Demerary and 
Essequibo, &c., and the Honourable the Court of Policy of the said Colonies : 

The Memorial of Gt. Timmerman, Protector of Indians in the District of Pomaroon : 

Humbly sheweth : 

THAT it will appear to your Honourable Court that your memorialist has rendered au 
extra account for articles furnished the Carib Chief Manorowa during his visit to this 
quarter. 

[696—6] F 



F 



18 



B 



That as there are some articles mentioned therein snch as salemporis, axes, &c., which wort* 

fpiven to him without the previous approbation of your Honourable Court or his Excellency the 
xovernor, which consequently require an explanation upon what ground they were given 
to him. 

Your memorialist therefore begs leave to inform your Honom-able Coiu-t that the said Chief 
Manorowa complained very much to your memorialist of the little value of the presents received 
by him through the hands of the Postholder in Essequibo, consisting in ten pieces salemporis and 
some other trifles not sufficient for the half of his suite, he being himself aware that a greater 
quantity was intended for them. 

In order, therefore, to appease the said Chief, your memorialist thought advisable to supply 
him with the articles mentioned in his account, and of which he seemed to be the most in 
want of. 

Not doubting but your Honourable Court will approve of your memorialist's conduct, your 
memorialist has the honour to subscribe himself. 



Your Excellency's and the Honourable Court's obedient servant, 

(Signed) GT. TIMMERMAN, 

Ess^qniho, Jnnimry 1820. 



Protector of tlic IndiaHs. 



The foregoing Memorial having been read, his Excellency stated that, previously to the 
Court making any order thereon, he should think it right a list of the articles given by his order 
to the Indian Chief Manorowa should be laid before the Court. 

The Secretarv was directed to write to Mr. Eraser to fiu-nish the Court with such list as soon 
^ possible, the Court ordering said Memorial to lay over in meantime. 

^ His Excellency then informed the Court that it would be necessaiy to appoint a Protector of 

Indians for the River of Essequibo in the room of Mr. Cathrey (left the Colony), and proposed 
Mr. Bagot, which proposition was agi'eed to, and the Secretary was directed to notify to Mr. bagot 
his {ippointment, and publish the same for general information. 



D 



Xo. 743. 

Extracts from the Miimtes of the Court of PoUqj, Febntary 4, 1820. 

THE Secretary brought up an accoimt of the presents delivered by order of his Excellency 
the Lieutenant-Governor to Menerwa, the Carib Chief, as sent in by the Civil Commissary, which 
papcT was read and ordered to be inserted in the Minutes, and was as follows : — 

List of articles purchased by order of his Excellency Major-General Murray, and sent to Post- 
holder Wahl, for the purpose of being delivered to Menerwa, the Indian Chief, viz. : — 



• 1 



•1 



E 



F 



12 hatchets 




36 


2 barrels salt 




24 


4 dozen flints 




6 


6 chisels 




6 


Nest gimlets 

1 hand saw and set 




4 
10 


1 dozen flies 




9 


1 frying pan • • • 
I umbrella 




4 
22 


1 hat 




12 


1 grindstone 
10 dozen knives 




30 

70 


1 shirt and trousers 




24 


2 dozen combs 




24 


12 glasses 
1 dozen knives 




8 
11 


Avamt 14, 1819. 







6 bottles wine . . 




20 




10 pieces blue salemporis 
10 axes.. 




220 
30 




1 ]b. pins 

4 lbs. powder . . 
4 bags shot 

2 lbs. needles . . 




10 
16 

48 
14 




6 razors, in cases 




18 




2 dozen combs . . 




22 




600 flsh-hooks 




44 




10 hoes 




30 




10 cutlasses 




30 




245 lbs. rice, at 4i 




55 2 


8 


Bag for ditto . . 




2 10 







859 12 


8 



(Signed) 



H. B. FRASER, Commmary. 



.1 
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List of articles sent by Postliolder Wahl for the Indian Chief ilencrwa, bv order of his 

Excellency Jlajor-General llnrray. 



A' 



10 pieces blue salcmporis. 
12 hatchete. 
1 a axes. 

1 lb. pins. 

2 barrels salt. 

4 lbs. ganpowder. 
I beaver hat. 
10 dozen knives. 
) linen shirt, 
1 pair jean trousers. 

1 grindstone. 

2 dozen coarce combs. 
4 dozen flints. 

6 chisels. 

1 nest gimlets. 



1 hsind saw. 


12 files. 


1 frying pan. 


2,000 needles. 


] silk umbrella. 


razors. 


1 bag rice. 


2 dozen fine combs. 


12 looking-glasses. 


1 2 knives and forks. 


600 fish-hooks. 


6 bottles wine. 


10 hoes. 


10 cutlasses. 


10 hair combs. 



B 



(Signed) 



Sutnrday, Aiff/nst 14, 1810. 



H. F>. FRASEIt, Commissary. 



We hereby certify that the above articles were delivered in our presence to the Indian Chief 
Menerwa. 

Av^ust 21, 1819. (Signed) H. C. WAHL, Postliolder. 

N. P. VAN DAM, Sergeant of the Militia 
of this District. 

The Court after having examined said account (the delivery of the articles being further certified 
by the Postliolder and a burgher non-commissioned officer), expressed its satisfaction with the same, 
and now again, having resumed the consideration of the llemorial of Gt. Timmerman, Protector 
of Indians, read yesterday, made the following appointment thereon. 

The Court having considered the motives which induced the petitioner to make the 
additional issue to the Carib Chief Menei-wa, although said Chief had already received, by order 
of the Lieutenant-Governor, such articles as his Excellency and Court considered quite sufficient, 

resolved, nevertheless, to approve said account, amounting to 1)61 fl and that the same be 

paid out of the Colonial chest, authorizing the Socretaiy to issue a warrant for payment 
accordingly. 

Fehrvary 3, 1820. 



c 
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A List of Accounts paid from the Colonial Cliest by order of his Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor during non-Session , viz. : — 



M. Maiwielle 



For the pay of 6 Indian Captains 66 fr., and 82 followers 30 
in the last bash expedition 



Fl. 
2,856 



Jinxnary 31, 1820. 



No. 744. 



Postlwhhr Wahl to Protector of Indians. 



E 



Sir, Masseranf/, Jamiury 13, 1821. 

I HAVE received your Honort by Mr. Moviller, and informt him conceraing the bush 
negi'oes, and joint him on my chart the directions from the post over the great eislands in the 
mouth of Masserony and Essequibo, were the field is for the negroes in Mawwria or Bussele p 
Creek, but it is ready comon known and of no more feiretesse. This post is one of the greatest 
and of importance in Essequibo are estimad Mamsse and addrays more as 1,000 men; Arrawens, 
200 m. ; Caribe, 100 m. ; Akaways at Putaro Creek, only 300 m. Since Cornelis toek twenty- 
four of their pleace for slaves, they will not recive any men more at their residence. Hereabout 
and below the post 200 An-awacks, 60 Caribe, with 300 Akaways and Arrawenes in Masserony 
and Cujony are staded in my list, together about 1,900 men. But since Manaroa is acknoUedged 
a King a common men (but civil) and have recieved such importand presents differently times. 
Since the Arrowaks, Caribe, and Akkaways here have done bush expeditions, in which their 



a 



J 



.'1 



:4 

Hi' 



1! 

i 



'I 



•1 



■> 



'", 
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A familicK were killed in the action, and received no reward for that pni-pose, tliey are reluetand to 
^;! do any ting more. They were never payd regiilair for their attandance at the Post. Since July 

:J 1817 and before the Postholder requires engaged and employd remained debtor his name becoms 

^ infamous and of no more credit. This is the case of consideration, if the people here at the Post 

was to be payd, and themseve know as them of Mr. Moville generous no men woidd hesitad tlie 
service for Government ; the Postholders are obliged to obey. Now I propose that the time l\)r 
■■'} the distribution of presents may be postponed til dray saison in March late ; than can tlie peopel 

^ be called up with your aprobation in Essequibo, Masserony, and Cujony and below the Post, and 

*! registrad geproviandet peopel wo gos for action much get in full satisfaction and communicatid 

^ their reward by a good action. I had promist his Excellency if I get two or three craft in dray 

•! saison I will explore Mawwriay as mucn in my power and the duty can require ; but presently it 

'■', is impossible by rain saison and bush-Avater and swamps for any disposition in may age uf 

i 71 year. Aim destinct, it is imposseber for any disposition presently, and aim in no danger of 

,:{ B the bush necgroes. By want of provisions, my peopel is gone til Gout honger, but more to com- 

^ municAt their families the pleasur to come for the presents. 

(Signed) ' WAHL, PfW//<>//AY. 
To liis Honour G. Bagot, Esq., 

Protector over Indians. 



P.S. — The Post wants a canon to call the peopel by alami, and 2 or i) lb. polver, shot, and at 
last 6 or 10 fowling-pieces, a fla^, dito lyns, a good speyglass, &c., which his Excellency long tinu- 
have grant, but I could not get it. 

W. 



No. 74r). 

Pwicrtor of IndidiiH tu (hrcnwr Mnrrojj. 

Sir, Umqinho, April 1:0, 1821. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency a general and nominal list of the Indians 

residing in the district of Pomaroon. Your Excellency will be pleased to observe, by compuriii<^ 

these lists with the former ones of Mr. Stoll, that there is an increase in the general number of 

128 Indians, which difference arises fi'om simdry Indians not having been at home when tlie Pesl- 

JD holder called on them, and therel>y been omitted in his lists. 

Having been myself present at the distribution of the presents on the 2()th ultimo, I had 
partieidar care taken to have the lists as coiTect as with possibility could be, C(msidering the 
difficulty of conveying one's meaning so as to be properly understood by the different tribes. 

The Spanish Indians, as well as those who live remote from the P^>st, or who did in»t 
personally attend, did not partake of this bounty. 

I beg further leave to inform your Excellency that having taken a proper examination of tlie 
Post, I found it highly necessary, in order to prevent a fiirther decay, and consequently a more 
expensive repair, of giving a small one to the dwelling-house before the rainy season Bnould set 
in, by having part of the front of it renewed, and a gallery added to it, the total amount of which, 
including materials, would be from 1,100 to 1,200 dollars. 

I also found that the Post boat, with some repairs, will still answer the purpose for 
-jj, some time if a canoe or coriiial be purchased, to be employed during the boat is undergoing 
•^ such repair. 

The koker wanted for the draining of the plantain walk will require to be of the following 
dimensions, viz., 24 feet long, and 4 by 6 feet wide, which will cost, with putting in. &c., from 
^00 to 800 doUai-s. 

Sliould this meet your Excellency's approval, I request your Excellency will be pleased t«> 
grant ycmr authorization for can-ying the same into effect. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' (i. TDIMEKMAN, 

Protector of the /mfinfUi. 
To his Excellency Major-General J. Murray, 

Governor, &c. 

.1 
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No. 746. 



Book of Eeconnaissaxces and Indian Miscellany: 1823. 



(A MS. left by William Hilhoii.se.) 



,1 



1 
i 



Commission of Qua Her master-General of Indians. 

By his Excellency Major-General John Murray, Lieutenant-Governor and Commander-in-chief in mid 
over the United Colony of Demerary and Essequibo, &c. : 

To William Hilhouse, Esq., 
j^ PLACING confidence in your integrity and zeal, 1 do hereby nominate and appoint you, the 

said William Hilhouse, to be Quartei-master-General to the Indians of tlie United Colony of 
Demerary and Essequibo. 

Given under my hand at Demerary, this 23rd day of August, 1828. 

(Signed) JOHX MURRAY. 

By command, 
(Signed) John Mukkay, 

Government Secretary. 



B 



•. 



c 



Sir, Military Secretary s Ojfice, Demerary, October 7, 1823. 

I am directed by his Excellency the Commander-in-chief to acknowledge your communication 
of the 3rd October. I am to assure you that his Exeolloncy duly approciate^s the value of your 
zealous services on the late important occasions, and I am to convoy to you his thanks for the 
economy with which you have expended the public nioneyH placed at yoiu- disposal for effecting 
the service on which you were employed. 

Presents for all the Indians are already ordered from Enj>land, and the (.'ommander-in-chief 
does not consider himself justified in sanctioning so great an addition to thorn and the recent 
heavy expenses as you apply for in your communication above*, cited. 

I have &c. 
(Sisiu'd) ' .JOHX MUUKAY, Militory Secretary. 

W. Hilhouse, Esq., 

Quarterinast€r-(ieneral of Iiuliaiis 



i 
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liATES of Pay and Allowances for Indians. 



• • 



. . 



Captains 

A.rmed Indiani 

A n^ro priaoner . . . . • • 

A hand of a negro, killed in the act of resistance 

For a ringleader . . . • 

For the chief of the revolt. . 



■ . 



. a 



»» 



Fl. 

3 per diem. 

1 

44 

20 

110 

500 



■A 

«< 



Geargetov^i, Auyust 24, 1823. 



(Signed) 



WILLIAM HILHOUSE, 

(Jnartermaster-General of Indiam. 



Approved : 
(Signed) Jno. Murkay, 

Com mander- in-eh ief 
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Reconxaissaxce of the Post of roiueroon, with the adjacent Indian Settlements in the Morocco J^ 
Creek and its vicinity, by William Hilhouse, Quartermaster-General of Indians, November 1823. 



At one da^9 dUtancefrom the Poet, 



Names. 



Nation. 



Sttbaan.. 




Arawaak 


Deschardcs 


• • • 


ri 


Abram . . • 




II 


Arian . . 




II 


Jan CatOQ 


• • • • 


II 


Bartolo 


• . • 1 


• } 


Hendrick 




19 


Nans . . 




fl 


Matcarenba 




Warow 


Jan Class 




}• 


Lang Jan 




II 


Peier .. 




yi 


Peter Kokowa 




II 


Kwaso . . 


. 


II 


Jan Aick 




II 


Warakamouri 




ii 


Hendrick 




11 


Arakoemaroe 


• • • 


•1 


Arian . . 




Carib . . 



Settlement. 



Manawareena 

Pomeroon 

Itaboe 

Morocco 

Tapacooma 

Morocco 



It 



■ • I 






* • 



Haymara Cabara 
Itaboe 
Morocco 
Haymara Cabara 
Morocco 



II 



II 



II 
Pomeroon 

Haymara Cabara 

Papaya 

Marawareena 



Total . 



At two daye* distance. 



Old Jan Catow . 




Peter .. 




Touribame 




Ourihili 




Francis • 




Jemmy 




Jason . . 




Commodore 




Jantye 





Arawaak 

i» 

i» 

II 
Warow 

II 

•I 

Carib . . 

II • • 



• a 



Pyrika 

Warikowara 

Caysrinapo 

Capoey 

Haynaam 

Kamwaata 

II 
Pomeroon 

WahapoD 

Total 






• • 






Able Men. 



63 
23 
5 
9 
42 
9 
6 

24 

^ 
i 

9 

6 

40 

18 

12 

16 

12 

:> 

7 
25 



338 



9 

5 

6 

22 

13 

11 

7 

46 

9 



128 



At three daye* dietance. 



B 



C 



D 



Kakarasiri 
Parara Amaypo 
Kransio 
Andrice 



Arowaak 

Akaway 

Warow 



II 



. ' Baramani 
. Pomeroon 
Baramani 
, . Cowinarawa 






Total .. 



33 
6 
7 

12 



58 



Spanish Indians. 







At one day's dietance. 




Names. 


Nation. 


Settlement. 


Able Men. 


Watkin 
Mathia 
Teyran 
Ventara 


• • • . 

• • • • 
• « « • 
• « • • 


Arowaak 

II • • • • 
Warow 

II • • • • 


Morocco 

Ikiwini 

Morocco 

II • • • • 

Total .. 


35 

16 

6 

9 




66 



E 



The Spanifih refugee Indians are about 100 in number, several having arrived and settled p 
since this hst was made out. 

These Indians are very industrious and expert in tlie use of fire-arms ; their cultivation is 
very extensive, and their houses of a much superior description to those of the coast tribes. 

No persuasion could induce them to settle in other quarters, as in the Morrooco they have 
fine provision lands, and are near the Oronoque, "with which they hold constant communication, 
and to which they look forward at some future period to return. 

[696—6] H 
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^ V The Post of Pomeroon is the pomt fi'oin whence succours of Indians can be procured in forco 

at the shortest notice. In four days a force of 300 or 400 can arrive in Georgetown, and lu all 
cases of emergency it will be most expedient in the first instance to apply to this Post in whatever 
part of the Colony Indian assistance may be required. 

This is evident because schooners can navigate to their veiy doors in twelve hours, and as 
the most expedient manner of equipping them would be by bringing them up to the town first, 
from whence they could again be ti-ansfeiTcd in schooners to the point required in less time than 
from Pomeroon itself. 

For any service of continuance the Spanish Indians of Morocco, in conjunction with the 
Accaways of Demerary, tomi the best permanent force. 

The Post of Pomeroon is veiy eligibly situated with regard to local advantages, and is the 
only post with adequate provision lands. But the Grovernment negroes now there, not more than 
five or six are efi'ective, and the grounds are consequently neglected. The negi-oes should be 
K made effective to the number of twenty. 

There is no craft attached to the Post for the purpose of apprehending deserters or rescuing 
shipwrecked persons. 

A strong-built boat is required capable of 'carrying 60 or 100 men for those services and the 
transport of Indians on service. 

A serviceable piece, say, a 9-pr.. is required to fire signals or alarms. It should be strongly 
moimted. As the establishment of the Independent Government in Angostura makes it au 
object to prevent disputes on the subject of boundaries, and as their Decrees of naturalization 
open a wide temptation to fugitives from this Colony, it is humbly proposed that some Mission 
with proper powei'S should proceed to Oronoque to define the bounds, whether at Wayenie 
Creek or elsewhere, and also to enter into aiTangements to discourage desertion from these 
Colonies. 
p The Post of Pomeroon, in everv point of view, is of more consequence than jill the other 

"^ Posts together. Under protectors of Indians it has been miserably neglected, and the only way 
to restore it to its proper state of consequence and utility is for his Excellency to take it under 
his own immediate charge and responsibility. 

For three years there has not been a cartridge at the Post, and a piratical canoe with fifteen 
or twenty men could, without resistance, attack and lay it in ruins. The Indians employed have 
had their paj'ment withheld till they are exceedingly dissatisfied, and the faith of government 
sacrificed to the inactivity of individuals. 



13 



(2.) 

liECOXNAissAXCE of the Post of Seba, and the Accaway Temtx)ry in the Demerary Eiver, b' 

William Hilhonse, Quaitermaster-General of the Indians, October 1823. 



K 



V 



Settlement. 




Names. 

1 


Men. 


Women. 


1 

1 Children. 


Total. 


iSeba (being the rendezvoui 


I of 


Catow Winiam . . i 


60 


. . 


! 

1 j 
• • 


• • 


all Arawaak imliens in 


the 1 




1 




1 1 




river) 






1 




1 




Sivannah behind Seba 


• • 1 


• • 


40 


■ • 


1 


• • 


Savannah behind Wanawee 


..1 

i 


1 
Accawavs. 


25 


. . 


• • 
1 


• • 




125 


■ » 


1 * * 


125 












Wonama . . 


• • ' 


Comatiery . . 


7 




1 




Apaparu . . 




Towca 


7 




■ • 




•1 • • • • 


i 
* " 1 


Carina • • 


4 




. . 




Lnca Cabara 




Zinckman . . 


10 




• • 


• 


Torolana . . 




Perowra , . 


12 


• a 


. . 




>> • • • • 




Frederick ,. 


12 




1 




Casseemba 




Yankee 


7 




1 • • 




Ororu Mallaba 




• ■ 


4 




* • 




Salasara . . 




• • 


4 




1 

• • 




Casini 


• • 


Carom 


8 




• • 




Upau 


• • 


• • 


4 




1 * * 




Sell ma Para 




• • 


3 




• • 




Tlobo 




• 9 


9 




! 




Barima . • 




, 


7 




1 




Lachar^e and adjoining 




Walker (dec.) 


33 




. . 




Monnabally 


• • 


• • 


30 




• • 




Total 


161 


i 


i 


161 



A light canoe or fast pulling boat can reach the Post of Seba in fifty hours, and on tlie 
seventh day 100 Arawaak Indians can be mustered in Georgetown from hence, exclusive oi 
thirtv otheiTS from the vicinity of Ca moony Creek; on the ninth day 100 Accaway Indians can 
also reach town from the country between the rapids and gi*eat fall. 

Total in nine days — 230 Indians capable of beainng arms. 
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1 he nearer the Indians are to the white settlements the more debauched they are in their i 
ina^mers, unci the less dependence can be placed upon their services. They are also more prone 
to desertion trom the immediate vicinity of their homes, and their habits of traffic with the whites 
gives tliem such a supply of necessaries that the pay and allowances of the service are no objects 

The Accaway Indians, living beyond these temptations, though they are loss civilized, are 
luore subordmate, and from Iheir poverty the pay and allowances they receive is of considerable 
impoi-tance to them. It would be difficult to keep together for any time beyond a week a body 

q^u 1 ^ witJiout an equal number of Accaways to influence and overawe "them. 

Ihe Accaways are the most warlike of any tribe in the Colony, and, not\vithstanding the 
einallness ot their number, set all the oUier tribes at defiance. They elect their own Captains, and 
■acknowledge no Protector, and are particularly repugnant to the interference of white persons in 
their domestic government, or the settlement of whites in their territoiy. 

The Post of Seba (the rock) is, as its name imports, situated on a rocky hill on the east bank B 
<>t tJie nver, from whence with great facility stones of gieat durability and every dimension can 
be procured on the imme(hate surface of the earth. Tlie propriety of Us site as a Post admits of 
some doubts. 

Bad provision lands and white settlements above it are great objections. The spot pointed 
out by natural circumstances for the Post is the peninsula formed by the rapids, and cut across • 
by the timber paths of Crossman and Patterson. Here the navigation of the river stops. Here is 
the lirst military position of any consequence, and here is the boundary of the white settlements 
and the Accaway territory. It is hnmbly suggested to his Excellency, as the present Post-house 
iR lallmg into ruins, to erect a new one at the rapids, and to appropriate the present Post as a 
irovernment ([uarry. The site recommended for the new Post is about four hours above the 
present one, and a house buiit by Mr. Foi-syth close to the spot, and excellentlv adapted for a 
Post-house, would most likely, by timely application, be given up on reasonable terms for that r^ 
pui-pose. ^ JT ^ 



(3.) 

Iiccou/UfiS'Staur of the iW of Ihfrtfsiru fffid (he Trad U'tarrii the Canal Xo. 1 (nul the source of 

Bo/utfiica Creek. 

IMie Post of Roerasiri is situated about eight hours' pull from the bridge in the angle formed 
by tht» junction of the Aquaraba with the Boerasiri. 

For fom* houra below the Post the creek runs in a tortuous direction through a narrow j\ 
Silvan nail. This savannah, in the dry season, is so exhausted of water that the creek becomes 
unnavigable, and forms an insuperable obstacle to the settlement of any large body of Indians in 
the immediate vicinity of the Post. 

At the Post a line of Hand-hills commence extending far into the interior, with branches to 
the east towards Hobabo, and to the Avest towards Bonasica (Veek. On these branches, and in 
the highlands, fonned by then* intei*section by different branches of the above-named creeks, are 
situated the settlement of the bush negroes, that have been from time to time extirpated, but 
hitherto not so efFectiially as to prevent their immediate reoccupation. 

Pemianent settlements of bush negroes are always found in the vicinity of the head of 
creeks or their l)i*anches, and as the sand of Boerasiri communicate with the head of Camoony, 
Hobal)o, Boerasiri, and Bonasica, they have here an ample supply offish and water. 

It is proposed to remove the site of the present Post to the head of Bonasica. This arrange- 
ment will, by clearing tht* creek, open a constant communication with the Post by water, and its J] 
viimiity to Kssequibo will induce Indians, for some trifling consideration, to settle there from 
other part«. Under the present circumstances of the Post, no hopes can reasonably be entertained 
of procuring any respectable number of Indians to settle, and it may as well be abandoned 
altc^gether, as its utility bears no proportion to its expense. 

The insulated existence of tliree or four families of Indians, in the vicinity of any body of 
bush negroes, is highly impolitic. In the first place, the Indians are intimidated and forced to 
(compound for their own safety, by tampering with the negroes, and entering into engagements 
with them ; and, in the next place, they in consequence communicate such intelligence of the 
movements of the whites as will ever disappoint the success of bush expeditions. 

Compared A\nth the services of regular troops, little value can be put on the operations of 
detachments of Indians. But though in a revolt their co-operation with the whites may not 
exhibit any obvious advantage, it is morally (jertain that their neutrality or consequent union 
^vith the blacks would, in despite ot the protection of any regular force, insure the instantaneous F 
ruin of the Colony. 

In Essequibo particularly the occupation of the bush by the Indians is the only bar to the 
general emigration of the negi'oes to the Oronoque, and. should any neglect or measures of 
Government ever break the tie of amity between the whites and the Indians, an easy road is at 
once opened for the negroes to general and unlimited fi'eedom. 

With one free Government to the eastward, another to the west, and every facihty of an 
easy life in the interior, the existence of a determined enmity between the Indian and the negro 
is the only security the whites have for insuring the labours of the latter. 

They can procure their freedom at once without struggle and without bloodshed ; no power 
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A can stop them, if the Iiulians as.siKt their flight ; ami if ever the Indians entertain that disposition, 
farewell to the prosperity of Demerary. 

The Government now, as in former times, should regard with a jealou^i eye the communica- 
tion of Indians with negi'oes, and should discourage, to its utmost, any approaches to familiarity. 
The immediate effects of this have been too apparent in Boerasiri to need any comment, and that 
the negroes are aware of the consequences is evident from the evidence on tlie late trials and 
recent cu-cumstances at Tapacooma. 

The deduction from these remarks is this: that unless the Post of Boerasii'i can be 
immediately strengthened by the settlement of a respectable force of Indians, it should be 
abandoned altogether, as bemg more injurious than serviceable to the public. 

It may be proper to remark here on the subject of bush expeditions generally. 

1. That the object is a fixed camp or settlement of some standing, in w^hich case it may be 
very practicable to surprise and make the whole prisonere, without bloodshed arising from flight 

-" or resistance. 

In this case, as in all others, the greatest secrec;y is required in the preparations, as few of 
the camps exist without direct communication with tlie plantations, from wliencc they receive 
notice of the fonnation of bush expeditions. 

2. When the objecft is the pursuit of straggling negroes without a fixed camp, and tlie 
occupation of the bush for some time bj- armed parties. 

This IS a service that requires no gi*eat preparation or secrecy, and may be undertaken by 
detached parties of militisi , with small parties of Indians, and relieved from time to time by reserve 

Eaities entering the bush at different points, and proceeding in new directions. A system of this 
ind pursued for some weeks would effectually clear the bush of runaway negroes, allowing to 
each party a week's provisions and service. The only objection is that, except in the pui-suit of 
great delinquents, it is a harsh measure, being merely a war of extermination. The negroes, 

p being on the alert, fly on the least alarm, and experience proves tJiat a bush negro never will 
surrender as long as he sees a chance of escape by flight. The aimed Indian, having also no 
chance of capturing, immediately fir(Ks. No prisoners can of course be expected from this 
system. 

In the general formation of expeditions for the attack of fixed camps a very small proportion 
of whites is necessary ; 5 per cent, for the Indian force is amply sufficient to act immediately with 
them ; all other whites should be embodied as a reserve, and the Indians should be a day*s inarch 
in advance. 

The celerity of movement, which constitutes the excellence of the Indians, is entirely obstructed 
by the presence of burghei's, whose heavy equipment and inaptitude for bush walking defeats the 
enterpnze by retarding the march. When Indians and whites are mixed, there is always 
considerable confusion and insubordination, which can only be avoided by dividing the different 
forces, and constituting the Indians the advance guard and tlui whites the reserve. 

2) In ha^^ng whites to act with the Indians care should be taken to select only such as, from 

their active habits and familiarity with the bush, can keep pace with the Indians in it. Persons 
of this description, though not numerous, can always be found, and it is only they that have any 
command or ascendency over the Indians, or to whom they will pay the least attention in post of 
autliority. 

The bush captains, whatever authority they may themselves possess, cannot transfer it to any 
other party without the tacit consent of the Indians themselves, and this is never given but in 
cases of persons of the above description. 

Finally, in assembling the Indians, care should be t-aken to employ them with as little delay 
as possible, and, when the service is completed, to dismiss them as quickly ; delay in waiting for 
orders or payment is, of all other things, what they bear with least patience. And when it is 
considered that, at pai-ticular seasons, a call for service obliges them to leave their fields at the 
time their presence is most required, either to buna or to plant, humanity dictates that they should 

E be allowed to return in time enough to secure the necessaiy provisions, without which for the 
whole vear to come thev would be starving;-. 
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Brt'oiinaissanrc of Indians gencrnUii, anA of their relative sittmtion with retjard to the Whites and 

Neijroes. 

The Indian tribes within the limits of the Colony are as follows : — 

Caribisce, Accaway, Arawaak, Wanow, Macouchi, Indians of the Savan, which, thou<»-h 
nominally Arawaaks, have some peculiarities which constitute them a separate tribe — Paramuna. 

The Caribisce are generally reputed the most warlike; but it is certain that, at the present 
day, they have no ascendency over the other tribes. Within this Colony they are far from 
numerous, and reside so far in the interior that they arc almost totally unacquainted ^\^th the use 
of fire-arms. They cultivate the soil, and are more stationary than the other tribes, and though 
of good stature, they are less able to bear the fatigue of active mid prolonged service. Thej', 
however, claim precedence, which the other nations do not ap})car to object to. They are found 
in the Cayoni, Upper Essequibo, Upper Pomaroon, and Manawareena. and Wackpow "^Creeks, but 
not one in the Demerary River. 

Tlie Accaways are of small stature, but capable of bearing gi-eat fatigues and privations. 
Thoy are a nation of pedlai-s, carrying on a constant traffic with the coast tnbes and those of the 
interior. The Accaways of Uemeraiy communicate both with the Brazils and the Oronoque, from 
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whence they procure dogs for the chase, hammocks, and tamed birds and beasts, which they traffic A 
'with the Arawaaks, &c., for knives, beads, powder, fire-arms, &c. 

They are peculiar in treating their women with more kindness than any of the other tribes. 
It is true the household, and gi-eat part of the field labom*, devolves upon the females ; but except 
in very flagrant cases, they do not treat them with severity, and in all family arrangements they 
are consulted with considerable deference. There is no instance on record of an admixtiure of 
their blood with the negroes, which is a common circumstance amongst the other tribes. 

The men are uncouth in their manners, independent, and quarrelsome. Their Captains are 
sure to be men capable of dmbbing their followers into obedience, which is the only way they 
have of enforcing respect. 

In employing them care must be taken to have no communication whatever with the inferior 
Indians. This is also applicable to all the tribes. 

They occupy the country between the rapids and the great fall of Demerary, the Massaroony, 
and Upper Pomaroon. B 

Ike Arawaaks, — Of all the tribes these are the most docile, cleanly, and of the best stature 
and personal appearance. Living in the immediate vicinity of the white settlements, they are 
the most civilizea, but they are also the most indolent and deceitful, and cowardly, and of the 
most debauched habits. 

They have no scniplo in forming connection with the whites, negroes, or any colour, and 
have not the least idea or national or personal pride or honour. They treat their women in the 
most brutal manner on the slightest grounds of offence, and are fickle and inconstant to a proverb 
amongst the other tribes. 

Their docility, vicinity, and knowledge of fire-arms makes them very eUgible for sudden 
calls and expeditions of no great diuation or import ; but for protected service, or one in which 
resistance is expected, they are not to be depended upon. They are prone to desertion, and have 
none of the warlike spirit of the Caribisce or Accaways. p 

Their cultivation is very trifling, so much so that they live principally on plantains procured 
fi"om the plantations, and they are in consequence called plantain-eaters by the other tribes. They 
are good fowlers, but indiff'erent huntsmen, and worse fishers; their principal forte is making 
pegals, bows and arrows, and Indian toys. 

It is of these Indians, who principally compose the Missions of the Oronoque, that Father 
Gomillo speaks, when he describes them as deficient in intellect, poor in spirit, and in every way 
inferior to the negro, whom they will readily obey, though no negro will acknowledge obedience 
to them. 

Th^ Warrowa. — This is a nation of shipwrights. From their infancy they are trained to the 
construction of canoes and corials. and it is tnily astonishing with what nicety, perseverance, and 
ingenuity they excavate the most immense trees into vessels of the most perfect symmetry, and, 
without any instrument but the axe, form the hull capable of a velocity of motion superior to any 
produced by the rules of European art or practice. j) 

Their model appears to be the body of a fish, say the querryraan ; but they reverse the 
propelling motion, making the head of the canoe the tail of the fish, and vice^versd. 

They are of middling stature, and very dark complexion. They derive their subsistence from 
the water, being all expert fishermen. Their cultivation is very trifling; their food being 
principally fish with few vegetables, and, at a pinch, they make a kind of bread of the pulp of the 
Eta tree. 

They are, for Indians, very industrious, but of filthy habits, and of no great peraonal 
courage, but., when sober, docile and submissive. They are great drunkards, and, when dmnk, 
excessively quarrelsome and outrageous. On expeditions they may be useful where the country 
is swampy and overflowed, as they are very expert in forming temporary crafts, and are almost 
amphibious ; but they have little knowledge of fire-arms. 

Ihe Macouchis. — These Indians are few in number, and but little known. They live in great 
terror of, and almost in subjection to, the Caribisce and Accaways, who possess many slaves of £ 
this tribe, and in former times trafficked in them with the whites. They are sulky and timorous, 
but cruel and revengeful, and generally dip their weapons of offence in the WoraJi poison, which 
is supposed to be the reason why the other tribes have leagued against them to their almost 
total extirpation. 

They are neither numerically or physically calculated for any service. 

The Paramnna inhabit the intenor between the Upper Demerary and Essequibo ; they are 
subservient to the Accaways and Caribisce, few in number, and not qualified for sei-vice. 

The Indians are, hke all uncivihzed nations, addicted to drunkenness. The Warrows the 
most so, after them the Arawaaks, then the Caribisce ; and the most sober are the Accaways. No 
ration of spirits will prevent their craving for more. It is therefore most politic to restrict them, 
in the first instance, to a moderate allowance, and firmly to withstand any addition. The promise 
of indulgence in some other article is the best means of reconciling them to a restriction in that 
of spirits. F 

When on active service in the bush a dram or two per diem is sufficient, and if they see no 
chance of getting more they will not be dissatisfied. They have a proper idea of the disgrace and 
evil of intoxication whilst on duty, and, if only properly reminded of it, they will not at that time 
be importunate for liquor. 

It unfortunately happens that hitherto the white persons, in most immediate communication 
with the Indians, have been of so low a stamp as to encourage, by their example, the vice of 
drunkenness amongst them, and it is to no purpose to preach sobriety to them wnen the whites 
themselves belie their own doctrine. 

The refugee Indians from the Spanish Missions are comparatively sober, no doubt firom the 

[696—6] I 
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A example, more than the precept, of the priest and natives ; but with ub it is much to be feared 
that we shall not be able to clieck the intemperance of the Indians till we put a stop to 
our own. 

All the tribes have a distinct idea of the consequences attending the emancipation of the 
negroes. They distinctly denominate it "giving them the country." The evils resulting to 
themselves from this change in the occupiers of the soil they are well aware of, and, as far as a 
general opinion can be traced amongst them, they are decidedly hostile to any such measure. 

But as no pains have ever been taken to unite and consolidate the diiS'erent tribes into such 
a union as that of the Creeks of Florida, but, on the contrary, a policy pursued rather upon the 
principle *'to divide and weaken," it is no wonder that, at the present day, the Indians of 
Demerary are without union, opinion, or head. "Whatever jealousy of their power or numbers 
might have t^xisted in the earlier days of the Colony, it is now quite clear that it is not from that 
we are to apprehend danger ; and if in these times we are reduced to call upon them for assistance 
B in emergency, we should make their assistance as effectual as possible. 

Of whatever material they are composed, the Jesuits have shown us that they are capable 
of being organized, disciplined, and, in some measure, brought to cultivate the soil. The same 
tribes are common both to this Colony and the Orinoque. and with this, and the increasing impulse 
of self-preser^'ation before us, why should we not avail ourselves of this hitheii:o neglected means 
of internal defence, and raise them into consequence and utility ? 

Estimate of the Equipment and Pay of a Company of Indians — 50 Alen. 
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50 hand of fire-arms . . 

50 pouches 

50 long knives or cutlasses . . 
50 Scotch caps . • 



* • 



2,000 
75 
75 
75 

2,225 



Pay and Expenses. 



D 



Captain^ 365 days at 1 f. . . 
49 men, 365 days at 2/5 . . 
5,200 bunches of plantains at 10/ 
7,500 lbs. salt fish at 3c... 
600 galls, rum at 15 



Medical attendance and barracks 



365 
4,471-5 
2.fi00 
1,125 

450 



9,011 
989 

10,000 



The baiTacks and general rendezvous of Demerary Indians should be the Old Fort Island, 
in the Demerary River. Should this be ever established, the Post in Boerasiri should be abolished 
altogether, as the ready commimication with the interior, by Hobabo and Camoony Creeks, would 
always enable the Commander at Fort Island to keep that bush clear of runaways. 

The duties of the Commander of Indians will be, first, to prevent or extirpate all settle- 
ments of runaway negroes from the head of Mahaica Creek, or Lamma, eastward, to the Essequibo 
River, westward, and, in all cases of emergency, to caiTy into execution the orders of his 
Excellency the Governor, or his delegate. 

A reduction in the expenses of the Demerary and Essequibo Posts, and the abolition of the 

Post in Boerasiri, would aflford a sufficient salary to the Commander without any further appropria- 

tion of the public money ; and thus a regular force of fifty men, maintained on this establishment, 

^ would be more efficient in their province of duty than 200 regular troops, and would not cost in 

expense one-fifth part of the charge of an equal number of rangers or Europeans, 
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MusteVy &c. 

The Indians of Demerary and Essequibo may be supposed capable of mustering 2,000 men 
able to bear arms. 

This number maybe increased indefinitely by holding out encouragement to the roving tribes 
of Guiana, so as to induce them to settle 'vvithin the limits of this Colony. 

No way appears so eligible for the purpose of acquiring and securing a permanent and 
respectable Indian force as the putting a body of them upon permanent pay, and forming a 
company of Indian rangers, with Europeans for superior .officers, and bush-captains for subalterns. 
The Indians have generally declared their willingness and consent to such a measure. 

Supposing 100, or even 50, men are kept upon a regular establishment, and a rotation of 
duty is Kept up by a just proportion of the different tribes relieving each other at stated periods, 
the double object will be accomplished of having an immediate disposable force for sudden 
emergencies, and also rendering the whole Indian force capable of acting efficientlv in 
conjunction with regulars and militia by inculcating principles of subordination and discipline. 

The adoption of a measure of this nature will liave the effect of attaching the Indians most 
strongly to the interest of the Colony, and will, at a comparatively trifling expense, enable the 
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Colony, from itfi own resoiirces, to display so pjeat a numerical strenp^tli as to render all efforts at A. 
internal commotion futile, and considerably enhance the difficulty of external conquest. 

The distribution of Indian presents should unquestionably be made subservient to this end. 
It would, indeed, be impossible to explain the utility of giving these presents without reference 
to some such 8er^^ce being implied. The presents to Indians, though having some reference to 
the occupation of Indian territoiy by the whites, are at this period better understood as an 
equivalent for the amity and assistance of our Indian allies. 

Uniting the sum requisite for the maintenance of a corps of Jagei*s, Avith the exclusive appro- 
priation of presents to the families of those individuals who personally serve, a fund is at once 
provided which, without any assistance, can in a short time bring into the field 2,000 efficient 
auxiliaries, to be employed as occasion may require. 

It will be indispensably necessary, in the appointment of officers to raise and command com- 
panies of Indian Jageiu to select such as have served heretofore in the armies of His Britannic 
Majesty, or other friendly Powers, and to whose authority the Indian Captains arc willing to B 
become subservient, and that the laws and regulations for the maintenance of order and discipline 
be framed by a committee of white and Indian officers, with due reference to habits and preju- 
dices, subject to the approbation of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. It being under- 
stood that a corporal punishment cannot, but in extreme cases, be resorted to, the general prin- 
ciple will be proportionate mulctures of pay. 

It is most strongly suggested to consideration the expedience of providing 100 or 150 stand 
of light fusees, or strong serviceable fowling-pieces, on account of the Colony, for the armament 
of Indian levies. The pieces furnished on the late occasion by individuals, at a heavy expense to 
the Colony, being by no means calculated for service, and being of that description better calcu- 
lated to sell than to wear. 

In the event of these Memoranda and suggestions being taken into serious consideration, the 
Undersigned, to facilitate the service, \vill engage to devote himself entirely and exclusively to 
the accomplishment of the end prDposed, and to provide, subject to tlie approhation of the Lieu- ^5 
tenant-Governor, European officers, to command companies, of the first respectability, and eveiy 
way adequate to the charge, and to raise and, as far as possible, discipline, any number of Indians, 
so as to enable them to act efficiently in the field, for which duty he conceives himself qualified 
by a service of five years in the Quarteraiaster-Generars Department of the British army. 

Defence from Ins^irreciion^ loith roiiarks on Employment of Indians, &c. 

The cultivated and the cleared ground throughout the Colony is the only part of it available 
for the mauoeu^Ting of regular troops. The campaign must, of course, be carried on close to the 
sea-side, and the communication with the sea always be kept open. 

The country from Georgetown to Mahaica presents a field of 23 miles in length, and 3 to 4 t\ 
miles in breadth. It is intersected by the drain in g-trenches of every estate, and by the Company's 
Canals. The firet are easily passed, but the canals, being 50 or (>0 feet wide, present a con- 
siderable obstacle. These canals, formed with parapets on each side of the banks that confine 
them, have no traverses, and in the event of their passage being disputed, the landing of a field- 
piece from the sea, so as to enfilade the opposite dam, ^vould soon destroy all opposition. To 
accomplish this, it will be evident that the first operations must be to secure the mouths of all 
these canals where they open to the sea, and the troops to be accompanied by a fleet of schooners, 
with proper craft for shipping guns, &c., through the surf, which on this coast is very rough. 

The disadvantages of this plan of operations are that the communication with the schooners 
can only be kept up in the intervals of high water, and that the water is so shoal for a 
considerable distance out to sea that no guns can be brought t-"> bear upon the land from it. 

This system, also, is so exceptionally harassing to the troops, from the virulence of mosquitoes 
and the want of quarters, that it must be earned with the utmost celerity, or it will be certainly Yi 
defeated by the sickness resulting from it. 

The buildings on this coast are at a considerable distance from the sea, which precludes the 
possibility of their conversion into general quarters, but it is at the same time morally certain that 
if European troops are kept bivouacing for many days together in this climate they will soon be 
all in the hospital. It is therefore necessary, in the event of protracted resistance, to march upon 
the buildings of every estate directly, in order to prevent their destruction, and secure quarters 
for the troops. 

It will be seen that this is the only proper plan of manoeuvring against an organized body ol 
revolters, but it cannot be undertaken without the assistance of a considerable bodv of liorht 
troops, to prevent flanking from the bush, and to keep open the communications. These light troops 
must bivouac constantly, and be always on the alert in the bush, and cultivation, at the back of the 
estates. No white troops can stand this ; it is a service particularly adapted for Indians, and in 
which no other troops can enter into competition ^vith them. Headed by intelligent European ^ 
officers, 500 armed Indians would be able to scour the bush and cultivation, keep up the commu- 
nication, and protect the flanks of the army, so as to relieve the European troops from all the 
harassing duties of posts and piquets, and thus preserve them in health and strength to 
encomiter any serious resistance. 

It must also be recollected that, though the discipline of the troops may insure them a 
constant success against the irregular attacks of the revolters, yet the habits of the negro are 
such that he can, with very little inconvenience to liimself, persevere in a liarassing system of 
perpetual alanns, under which the troops must suffer severely in their health. This can only be 
prevented by the co-operation of the Indians. It is not practicable for Europeans to pursue the 
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A vanquished rebels through trenches and bushes. The naked negro defies pursuit, and, m conse- 
quence, can renew his attacks with impunity. The Indian only is his match in this warfare, and 
conquest will never be decisive except a body of Indians are present, to follow up victory and 
pursue without intermission. 

I conceive, therefore, that in the event of a revolt on the east coast, against 5,000 armed 
negi-oes a force of 600 Europeans and 500 Indians may march from town, with the certainty 
of overcoming all opposition and reducing the country from toA\Ti to Mahaica in less than 
a week. 

In the Demerary River the buildings are for the most paii; within musket-shot of the river. 
Ships and schooners can be brought immediately to bear upon the buildings and rake the dams. 
The intersections of the estates present no serious obstacles, and a force from town can proceed 
easily, and without privation, to the attack of any determined point. The negroes must 
necessarily retire to the bush and the canals 1, 2, 3, ancl when here — if a force of 500 Indians be 

on this 
station ot 
strong piquets at the Best and the Thomas would enable them to cut off entirely the communi- 
cation between the coasts and the river, and thus prevent their co-operation. 

Tlie same system is availal^le on the west coast and in Essequibo, with a few modifications. 
In Essequibo, parti c^ihirly, tlie first point to be scoured by the whites is the neighbourhood of 
Mainstay and the Land of Plenty. From hence the communication with the Pomeroon River is 
direct, and the Indians can join from that quarter by the Tapacooma Creek and the canal of 
Hubbard. 

In case of a general revolt, the first object is to prevent the communication by blockading 

the rivers and the islands of Essequibo by guard-boats, and laying an embargo on all craft. The 

Q second point is, after securing the town, to attack the west coast and secure possession of the 

great plantain estates in the river. This being the easiest conquest will be the first, then tlie east 

coast, and lastly Essequibo. 

The conquest of Essequibo will be the most difficult from its extent and the time given for 
organization. But as there is no probabiUty that the disposable force will at any time be 
adequate to a simultaneous attack on all the divisions, operations must necessarily be can-ied on 
in detail, and those parts first attempted that will take up least time and means. 

The Indians from all parts mubt be instantly summoned to rendezvous in Georgetown, and a 
cordon of Indian piquets stationed round the town to secure it from nocturnal surpnse. 

It will be difficult to erect any efficient fortifications to cover the whole extent of the town ; 
but the prolongation of the back dam of Cummingsburg till it joins the side line canal of La 
Penitence is the simplest meixns. A 24-feet trench should be cut through this whole extent, 
joining Cumming's Canal, and from hence continued from the Barrack Bridge to the sea by the 
J) Company's engineer's house. The earth from this trench, thrown on the inner tide, would form a 
tolerable parapet, and a frieze of pallisades at the edge of the trench would further secure it. 
Square bastions at intervals to enfilade the trench would also be necessary, with each two guns, 
and with these precautions the town could be easily secured with its own militia force and the 
shipping, leaving the greater part of the garrison force for exterior operations. 

From these observations it will be evident that this Colony, above all others, has the gi'eatest 
means of self-defence in the interaection by rivers and co-operation of the Indians ; and as these 
remarks more particularly apply to the latter they will suffice to show that, by the employment of 
a sufficient number of able Indians under efiicient European Commanders, the reduction of a revolt 
of the slaves would be accomplished in one-tenth part of the time that it could be without their 
assistance. The inference is, consequently, that it would be reduced with ten times less diflBculty 
and hazard, since the rapidit}' of our movements would be so much accelerated, and the regular 
force so well husbanded, that no time would be allowed to the rebels for organization, and 
E opposition would be overcome before it could become combined and general. 

Protectors of Iiidia'iis. 

The office of Protector of Indians is of recent creation, not being known in the earliest days 
of the Colony. 

Its principal benefit appears to consist in the estabhshment of a medium of communication 
between the Indians and the Head ot the Government without incommoding him by the 
incessant applications of individuals on trifluig pretensions for audience. 

This is no doubt a great object, but it is pregnant with gi'eat disadvantages, and if the 
individual exercising the office is not endowed with great patience, command of temper, and 
great local experience, the pubhc welfare is most vitally injured. 
F When the Protector of Indians is a man of property and influence, desirous of the office, and 

even anxious to sacrifice his own care and comfort to the interests of the community, the benefits 
resulting are too manifest to need description. 

But experience proves that men of this description are too rarely found, and in the hands of 
persons who accept the office merely for the rank or the accomplishnient of private considerations 
the evils are incalculable. 

It is entirely a civil office. Protectors of Indians being men of substance and being officere 
of rank are entirely precluded, by disinclination and disabihty, from leading their charge into the 
field in times of danger and Avaiiare. On such occasions, therefore, the Heads that should du-ect 
the Indian force are completely paralyzed or otherwise occupied, and it becomes necessary to 
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make new military appointments at variance with the Protector's authority, and encumbered A 
with all the evils attending the breach of etiquette and introduction of strangers in new 
capacities. 

The Indian force can never be efficient if not directed by men experienced in their habits and 
customs, and individually acquainted with the component parts of the heterogenous maps which 
they are to command. The Indian, though in peaceable times lounging in his hammock and 
courting for his presents any hand that will bestow them, becomes, when he paints for war, a 
new subject. The only commander he will follow is the man that can hunt and march through 
the bush, swim tlie flood, and live like him and with him. The appointment of persons to this 
capacity without these requisites inspires the Indian only with contempt — he despises the authority, 
and becomes insubordinate and unmanageable. 

Few men of affluent means, or possessing the requisites of a Protector, can be found able or 
willing to undergo tlje excessive fatigues of a campaign with the Indians. Whatever benefits, 
therefore, may accrue from the office in peaceable times, in times of need it is, at the least, an ^ 
encumbrance, and too often the cause of serious injury to the service. 

Protectors of Indians, though glad to enjoy the patronage and honour of the office, are 
generally inclined to look upon it as a source of incessant and unrequited trouble, and the disgust 
attending this idea too often leads to neglect of proi)er duties, or to slur them over ^\^th such 
a careless indiflerence that the tit's of affection and alliance are materially weakened, if not broken 
altogether. 

There are five Protectors — that is, five, petty Cloveruments — over the Indians, without con- 
cert and without superintendence. (Consequently, the community is obliged to depend in times 
of need upon the personal influencre of five individuals, and nmst abide by the consequences of 
their unpopularity. In a military point of view the office is in every way objectionable, and its 
inconveniences can only be obviated by the regular and (f rknovjl edged R^pointmcut of a Commander, 
or Captain-General of Indians. * n 

TJiis is the only Colony in the Indian territory in which this latter authority does not 
exist, and without it it is in vain to hojjo for efficient assistance from our Indian allies. 

The Indians are so ready and willing to aeknowleclge European ascendancy when vested in 
proper hands, that it becomes a point of* the most sin-ious consideration to merge all the influence 
auci duties of the different Protectoi-s into one generally acknowledged Head, between whom and 
the different districts the Postholders are the proper mediums of communication, and who will be 
be himself the sole and resi)onsible medium between the Governor and the different tribes. 

The office of Commander of Indians will tcjnd to relieve the time of the Executive infinitely 
more than the divided authority of Protectoi-s, and it ^vill present a regular military chaimel for 
the general direction of nn'litary operations, th<.' want of which in this sei'vice is felt so 

severelv. 

« 

Under the ])resent system a Protector of Indians cannot discharge the duties expected from 
him without the sacrifice of a considerable sum from his yearly income. Notwitlistanding the D 
(Jolony allowances for the expenses of the office, the requisitions of the Indians fretiuently come in 
so intangible a shape that no fonn of accounts can include them. Eveiy Protector of Indians 
becomes, in conse<pience, a creditor of the Colony beyond her power of satisfaction, and this alone, 
even in peaceable times, is enough to condemn the office altogether. 

By confining the immediate local authority to the Postholder altogether, subject to the 
superintendence of the Commander, the service will be much better accomplished, and the expense 
of the Colony reduced in a most considerable degi'ee. 

The Commander of Indians, for this object, should receive a regular salary from the Colony, 
sufficient to enable him from his private means to defray such necessary expenses as may attach 
to his numerous duties, say 10,000 guilders per annum. 

^riift aggi'egate of this system, pursued so as to give the Colony a permanent and disposable 
force of Indians, will not cost the Colony so nuich as its present disbursements, for no ostensible 
end and for no efficient service. E 

lyistrihviwib of Presents. &c. 

The Quartermaster-Cieneral of Indians, actuated solely by zeal for the service, and deter- 
mined to show that the duties of the office have not, with him been merely nominal, having also 
such a connection, rank and acquaintance amongst the Indians as gives him a proper knowledge 
of their habits, mannei's, and customs, and the means of ascertaining their sentiments towards the 
white colonists and their opinions on the line of policy pursued towards them, cannot discbarge 
the duties of an officer and faitliful colonist witnout a few remarks on tlie subject of Indian 
presents. 

An enormous sum is appropriated by the combined Court for the purchase of the alliance ooid 
friendship of the Indians, and as an eciuivalent to them for the occupation of their territory by the 
whites. This sum is certainly enormcms, for the principal object for which it is given remains at -^i 
this day unaccomplished, and in the assemblage of our Indians for service we are obliged to 
depend upon the individual popularity of those persons most immediately in contact with them, 
or the muster would be indeed miserable. 

At this day there is no loyal feeling amongst them towards the Colony, which is the conse- 
quence of what they esteem a series of unfric^ndly or neglectful acts towards them. But they 
have only withdrawn their attachment to the community to vent it in individuals, and a recur- 
rence to the candid and generous policy of former Governments would soon restore that tone of 
feeling amongst them, so indispensable \o oin* interests. The immediate evil resulting from this 
neglect hasvbeen the emigration of sudi numbers from within tiie limits of the (/olony that at the 
Hame rate a few vears would leave us Avitliout an allv. 

[696— G] ^ K 
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A The sum appropriated for presents is acknowledged amply sufficient, if only proper method 

and justice was practised in the distribution. 

The following remarks will be considered as coming from the mouth of an Indian Captain of 
rank and great influence, and convey their general sentiments on this head : — 

'* Our presents are for women, and not for men. We want anns and ammunition and a little 
cloth. If we have these we can furnish ourselves the rest. 

*' Our presents are of bad quality, and they are thrown away, particularly in Essequibo, 
amongst tribes not belonging to the Colony, and amongst people who have never helped the 
whites in trouble, and never will help them. We who live near the whites, and are ready at every 
call, receive no more presents than those far in the interior, and who are never called. If any of 
our men die in the service of the whites, his family receive no compensation for the irreparable 
loss of his labour and protection. 

" Our Protectoi-8 are appointed without reference to any choice of oui-s, and when we look up 
B to them for kindness and favom-, we receive coldness and contempt. 

'*The assurances we have from time to time received from the Government of future 
encouragement and better treatment have passed away like the wind, nnd we believe them no 
more. 

"Our Postholders we know not, or, knowing them, know no good of tliem. Our territory 
above the Post is t{\ken away from us without remuneration or notice. Our sepiri and 
silvabally is cut and carried away, without even the form of leave asking, from the midst of our 

tOAVllS. 

'' They say the King of England A\all make the negro nlavee fn^e, and give them the land. 

** The Governor says the negroes are not to be free, and calls us to fight against them. 
Which are we to believe ? 

*'Give us arms and ammunition, and we will keep the land of our forefathers, though the 
^1 savages of Africa be let loose upon us ; and if the whites will help themselves, we will help them. 
But give us the means of self-defence, or we must follow the ( 'aribisce to a happier land bevond. 
the falls/' 

This is the general tone of their complaints, h'om which it is evident that their discontent 
originates entirely in want of arrangement, and the neglect of a few simple forms, easily 
remedied, if only properly miderstood. 

The following plan is proposed as more particularly applicabli^ to this l)ranch of the 
service : — 

The Quartermaster-General of Indians to collect nmster- rolls (»f Indians from all the Post- 
holders in the following form : — 

1. All Indians who personally served during the late insurrection, with their families. 

2. Those who have ser\'ed on fonner occasions, if not on this. 

8. Those within a convenient distance who have not soi'ved, but, living within the known 
I) limits of the Colony, are willing to assist in its general defence. • 

The scale of remmieration to Ik;, for the first class, 20 : seconrl, 15 ; third, 

10 . 

'J'he Quartermaster-Cieneral of Indians to attend personally the distribution of these presents, 
and particularly to ascertain that the description of the parties are just, and confined in toto to the 
line between the head of llahaicony, the gi-eat fall Demerary, the falls of Essequibo, Massaroony, 
and Cavoni, the Caribisce in Pomeroon, and the sand-hills of Morocco Creek. 

The Quartermaster-General to visit all the Posts at difterent periods, to report on the state 
of the Post and requisite repairs, and to investigate any grounds of complaint, and conciliate; 
Indian differences ; also particularly to inquire into the actual distribution of such supplies to the 
Post as are drawn on account of the Indians, and to examine all requisitions, and comment thereon 
for the infonnation and approval of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor. 

Should it not be det^med expedient to abolish the Protectorship, it nnist be necessarily 
E rt^stricted to the followhig duties : — 

The furnishing the necessary supplies of provisions to the Post, within the c^xpress terms and 
amount specified in a general requisition of the Quartennaster-Cieneral. 

The adjustment of such private differences of no great import as may occur during the 
intervals of the Quartennaster-Generars inspections. 

The forwarding all complaints against the Postholder to the Quartermaster-General, to be by 
him investigated and reported to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

And whereas an abuse in the Prr)tectorship has crept in, by which Protectors conceive them- 
selves entitled to the patronage of the Postholders, it must be distinctly specified that that 
appointment is solely in the hands of the Lieutenant-Governor, and can in no Avise be made in 
favour of persons whom the Indians may conceive obnoxious to them. 

The Quartermaster-General to ascertain and to report to his Excellency the acceptation with 
the Indians of persons reconnnended for Postholderships. 
^ The Quartermaster-General to be the regular and specified channel of communication between 

the Lieutenant-Governor and all parts of the Indian economy ; to have the sole charge and 
responsibility of arms, stores, equipments, &c., and no pay lists, requisitions, or charges of any 
kind whatever for Indian service to be received without his certificate and signature. 

The greater part of these duties are included in the common routine of duty of a Quarter- 
master-General in any service. But as they hav(^ not hitherto been defined, or even undei'stood, 
with reference to the Indians, it is thought right to explain them specifically, lor the purpose ot 
avoiding collision with a new appointment. 

The summary of this system altogether is as follows : — 

To amalgamate all the dissonant authorities into one general and responsible head, by which 
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the Lieutenant-Governor may be enabled to wield with ease and regularity an arm of the \ 
ser\ace that in its operations hitherto has uniformly been attended with disorder and disappoint- 
ment. 

The Quartermaster-General engages, should the substance of these suggestions be (.'arried 
into effect — 

First, to lay before the Court an average of the yearly expense of the Indian service as it 
now etiinds, including all extmordinaries. 

And next, >vithin the terms of that expenditure, to reorganize the system in conformity to the 
above plan, so as to secure to the community a fair consideration for the outlay in the personal 
services of the Indians, and their inviolable attachment to the best interests of the Colony. 

(The remarks on this article assimilate with the former one on " Protectors '' by the 
presumption that the Commaudership and Quartennaster-Generalship of Indians are both vested 
in one pereon, which will be the best aiTangement, on account of diminished expense and B 
luidivided authority.) 

Colonization of tJw Interior. 

This topic has been, more than once before, the consideration of the Legislature, but its 
iliscussion has generally subsided from the want of sufficient local knowledge and consequent 
deficiency of proof to vindicate the theories proposed. 

It is an incontrovertible fact, becoming every day more manifest, that the very existence of 
the Colony is precarious, except the immense belt of forest that forms its southern boundary, be 
occupied by some friendly Power. 

The Dutch in Surinam have paid dearly for their negligence in neglecting to increase the 
strength and numbers of the Indians so as to secure them the pei-manent possession of the bush. 
They are now in consequence obliged to pay a tribute of no small amount to the free bush 
negroes to insure an uncertain alliar.ce, and t<» prevent the open encouragement of desertion to ^ 
them from the plantations. 

This is an unnatural alliance, and will no doubt cm all occasions be broken whenever the 
bush negroes pei'ceive they can break it with impunity and advantage. In a case of revolt 
particularly the accession of any considerable number of revolters to the ranks of the free negroes 
would enable them at once to increase their demands, and to force compliance with them. 

The project of establishing a Colony of whites in the interior has also reference to the 
defence of the bush. It remains to be considered how far it is practicable. 

The soil of Demerary and Essequibo has one undisputed and peculiar property, i.e., it is the 
most rich and fertile in the immediate vicinit3' of the sea, and declines in fertility as it approaches 
the interior till it becomes absolutely sterile for the puiposes of general cultivation. 

The interior beyond the j)resent line of settlement is eitlun* composed of pegas swamp, of 
very difficult drainage, stiff yrllow clay, or immense tracts of sand. All the old settlements have ia 
been abandoned high up the river from the excessive labour required for cultivati m, and the very 
inadequate return. 

The provision gi'ounds of the Indians seldom give two croi>s of cassava or yams. The grass 
that gi'ows cm the cleared lands is of a very bad quality, and cattle do not thrive upon it. The 
timber within portable distance is long since felled. In short, it would require the entire labour 
of a Colony so situated to subsist themselves, and, when there is no superfluity of production to 
export, no temptation offers to settles. 

A Colony established under these disadvantages would only be a burden upon the com- 
munity and the Legislature, since it would entail a constant heavy expense without any chance 
of ronnmeration. 

The evils of colonization by free negroes need only be mentioned, as they are here doubly 
eidianced by our immediate vicinity to the Oronoque and tht» free GoviTnments of the Spanish 
main ; always open to receive refugees and settlers of all colours and nations. It is stated on p 
good authority that there are at this moment between 2,000 and ;>,(K>0 negroes naturalized in the 
Orono<jue, being desertere from this Colony at different and former periods. 

We have, in fact, no alternative but to colonize the bush with the aboriginal Indians, that is 
to hold (Hit to them such encouragement as may draw them from the neighbourhood of Surinam 
and Angostura, and induce them to settle Avithin the precincts of thesi* (^)k)nies. 

The Indians of Demerarj" are of the same tribes tnat composed the ]\lissions of the Apure. 

The Jesuits of the Missions, prior to the political disturbances in that (juarter, had brought 
them to such a state of comparative discipline and civihzation as even to r(»claim them from their 
natural propensities as hunters, and induce them to cultivate the soil. The superior cultivation of 
the refugee Spanish Indians in the ilorocco (>reek is a proof of this. 

Their capacity for discipline was such that they acted in legular bodies in support of the 
regular troops in the cause of the Royalists, and their attachment to tlie Government was such 
that, on the breaking out of the trouble, great numbers emigrated rather than acknowledge the F 
gi'owing ascendency of the patriots. 

Those that remain regularly take their routine of duty in the patriot militias, indiscriminately 
wnth Europeans and Creoles. It is therefore manifest that they have sufficient material in their 
composition to make them soldiers, at least adequate to the service rtMpiired in these latitudes, 
and for our most probable emergencies. Indeed, supposing them to be possessed of any share of 
animal courage, which in tiieir wars with each other they do not ap[)ear to want, they are better 
<talculated for service than any European troops. They require no clothes, can carry a week's pro- 
vision, and march with that for a fortnight ; have no need of quarters or hospitals, and cau keep 
the field in all seasons. 
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W. Hilliouse to Governor Murray. 
Sir, ' October ^,im. 

\ I HAVE the houour to report to your Excellency that during my exercise of the duties of 

Quartermaster-General to the Indians, the expenses of a month's employment of nearly 30() 
Indians have scarce amounted to one- half the sum of 120 Indians employed for two weeks 
in 1818. 

Your Excellency was pleased to state to tlie Indians that their rewards for service on this 
occasion should be the same as in the time of Governor Bentinck. 

At tbat time the greater part received their guns as a present, and at this period are of my 
services fortunate enough to meet with your Excellency's approval, I have most humbly to solicit, in 
consideration of the reduced expense of the service, that a present of a good quality patent breeched 
fowling-piece may bo immediately made to the several buck Captains, who have actually served 
in the bush. 

I have also to request, on the part of the Indiaus generally, that your Excellency will be 

pleased to prohibit all interference of the whites in the nomination of their Captains, as different 

^ individiials hav(» in many instances taken upon themselves this right, which is purely elective 

on the part of the Indians themselves, and thereby given rise to great discontent and family 

animosities. 

Captains Simon \ 

Frederick J-Accaway. 

Cotia j 

Aranai, Caribisce. 

Goliath 

Daird V Arawak. 

Louis 



p His ExcelUaicy Major-Geiieral j\Iurray, 

(V)inmantler-in-cbief, &c. 



I have, &c. 
i'Signeil) W. HILHOUSE, Q.M.G.L 



No. 748. 

Fr(pj)(f>ial f(fr thr Forhtdtum af a Company of Cadre, Mcsfcc, and Coh Indians io serir as Hangers 

or Militia as they may he railed vpon, 

COAIPANY to consist of: 1 captain, 2 subalterns and 1 surgeon, 2 sergeants, 1 bugler, 40 rank and 
file, or as many more as can be procured. 

;': -i\ IJress — 

1. (For Parade). — Each to have an eita liannnock, a dark green jacket, white sheeting trovseis, 
black gaiters and shoes, black fur cap (of the quatta or bissa skin, with green cord and tassels), and on 
a plated scroll in front " Demeraiy Eangers," a black stock ; ofticei's the same. 

2. (For the Bush, or undress), — A check shirt, blue negro trowsers, green Scotch bonnets ; ofticei's 
the same, with a small black plume in their bonnets. 



Arni^i — 

1. A Turkish fowling-piece, No. 16 ball, brass guard, butt, and ornaments, with a sling of black 
j leather. 

2. A very light rifle-sword (two-edged). 

(N.B. This saves the expense of a knife, and it is a better defence than a bayonet in the bush, as 
-^ it answers all the purposes of an Indian's case knife.) 

The fowling-piece to be 28 or 30 inches in the barrel, and 10 inches allowed for the stock; 44 ami 
4() inches in all in lent^th. 

Oil skin or oiled skin covers for the locks ; officers to have the same, but of sujjerior workmaiislui> 
at their own expense. 



Arrant remrn is — 

1. (ForPamde). — Similar to tlie rifle company, but of more connnon materials for 30 ifmndf^. 

2. (For Bush). An oil skin or oiled duck or sheeting; pouch with cross belt. 

Tent>i— 

Three tents similar to the one sent for inspection, but larger; they are made of duck or sheeting, 
Y painted a slate colour, or gi*een outside and inside; the one sent is 12 feet l)y 10 feet, and contains 
14 yards of light sheeting ; 2 kegs of paint will paint the three. 

These tents will render the officers and men independent of the weather. By the pi*esent moiie 
of bush expediticms, the men, after marching all day through swamps, have no comforts at night; they 
are exi)osed to both the dews and night air, whereas with these tents they will be as comfortable as in 
an Indian's hut, as far as regards protection from the weather. 



35 

One change of clothes only to Ije allowed each man in the bush, or a check shirt and a pair sheeting A 
trowsers. 

Six tin cases for provisions, ammunition, and spirits — 18 inches square, with locks and keys, and 
painted green, with *' Kangers Xos. 1 and 6 '* painted in ))lack letters. 

Cookimj UtensilH for fhr Party, — One set ef 6 block-tin pans of 6 and 2 gallons for the men, it being 
presumed the officers will carry their own canteens. 

Fionea's, — Sixteen Indian o^arriers or pioneers to be allowed, and should the officers carry any 
trusty negroes besides to be at their own expense, imless required and necessary for carrying heavy 
provisions, which the Indians are not tond of doing, the company to receive pay and allowances when 
on service, and the usual rewards for taking runaway negroes and pay as follows : — 

Fay. — Sergeants, 210 f. per day ; corporals, 2 f. per day ; privates, 1*10 f. per day ; bugler, 2 f.per 
day; carriers, 1 f. per day. 

Remarks, — The habits of most of that class of men, of which this Eanger Company is proposed to ^ 
be formed, being very similar to those of the Indians, and being all connected with them by relation- 
ship, and having Indian wives, they consider themselves as in, and great measure, entitled to the same 
privileges, such as exemption from all Colonial taxes, &c., militia service and the Cob Indians always 
come in for their share of the presents given to the Indians by the Colony. None of the Castee or 
Mestee Indians are enrolled, as far as I can learn, in the militia, or consider themselves liable to be 
called upon, but they appear \villing, along with the Cob Indians, to be formed into a separate 
company, pmvided care be taken to keep all bad characters from joining them to this class of men. I 
am of opinion much should be left in the selection of the privates, and from the circumstances already 
stated, this company ought always to be commanded by the Protector of Indians, it will tlius form a 
rallying point for them, and wherever it leads they will follow under their own captains. 

An obstacle to the formation of a company of militia regularly disciplined and drilled, from the 
Mestees, Castee, and Cob Indians, exists in the great distance they live from one another, as they are, r^ 
living in a scattered manner from the Soestayke up to the Indian Post ; this is the principal, and, 
indeed, the only obstacle, and otherwise tliey would be equally valuable as a company of militia, or of 
Indians that could be called upon in any emei-gency on a verv short notice. 

(Signed) R EDMONSTONE. 

Georgetoum, Octohcr 7, 1823. 



No. 749. 

LietftPiwnt'ijrcrn'rnor Sir B, DTrhan to the Protectors of Indians, 

August 11, 1824. 

DURING the revolt of last year, and when several of the Indian tribes were assembled in 1^ 
Georgetowji, it had been expedient to appoint an officer to attend to their quartering and sub- 
sistence, and his Excellency tlie late (Jommander-in -chief appointed Mr. Hilhouse Quartermaster- 
General of Indians for this temporary purpose. 

There being now obviously no longer any occasion for such an office, and the exercise of any 
interference (under coloin* of its assumed duties) with the functions of the Protectors and their 
Postholders having been found inconvenient, the office of Quartermaster-General of Indians has 
been cancelled and is discontinued. 

Mr. Hilhouse, therefore, has no farther authority for any official interference in Indian 
concerns, and the Protectors will be so good to repoi-t to the Lieutenant-Governor if they find 
that he continues to exercise any such. 

They will also take care to cause a strict obsen'-ation upon the part of the Postholders of 
those Articles of their instructions which prescribe that no person shall pass their respective Posts y 
without a proper pass, and what measures are to be taken in case of such attempts. 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN. 

To G. Tinimerman. Ponier(»on. 



No. 750. 
Podholder Wold to LieutenarU^Governor Sir B. D' Urban, 

To his Excellency Major-General Sir Benjamin D'Urban, &c., &c., Governor and Comniander-in- 

chief in and over the United Colony of Demerary and Essequibo and its dependenqies, &c. 

r 

The hmnble Petition of H. C. Wahl, an old inhabitant of this Colony : 

Most respectfully sheweth, 

THAT your Petitioner has been Postholder of the River Mazironie for the long term of 
eighteen years, and was a sworn land surveyor of this Colony since the year 1799, during all 
which time your Petitioner has always enjoyed the most respectable testimonies in both these 
capacities for his upright and honest character. 

That during your Petitioner's residence at the Post he has the misfortune to lose the gi'eatest 
part of his property bv the death of all his negroes, which were mostly valuable slaves. 

[696—6]^ ^ ' L 
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A That a report having been spread some months since that yoiu* Petitioner had actually died, 

an order was immediately sent to the Assistant Postholder from his Honour George Bagot, Pro- 
tector of the Indians, to expel yoxir Petitioner s family immediately from the Post. 

That your Petitioner oeing now anived at a very advanced age naturally looks upon his 
speedy dissolution as an event which is moat likely to occur, in which event then your Petitioner's 
family, with tie only remnant of his property, which consists only in a few head of cattle and 
some small stock, would be suddenly left without home, shelter, or support. 

That yoiu* Petitioner has already made several applications to his Honour Geo. Bagot for 
his recommendation to his Excellency, the then Governor MuiTay, for a permit to cut open a 
piece of bush land on one of the numerous uninhabited islands in the River Essequibo to serve as 
a shelter for his family and cattle in the event of his sudden dissolution, to be held by them 
only as long till the pleasure of his Excellency the Governor to the contrary shall have been 
signified, but that till now your Petitioner has not had the satisfaction of receiving any ansiji-er 
-B thereon. 

Your Petitioner now, therefore, most humbly prays that it may please your Excellency to 
grant unto your Petitioner a pennit to cut open a piece of land on an island called VValraven, in 
the River Essequibo, to be held by your Petitioner and his family until the pleasure of the 
Government to the contrary shall be made known. 

And yoiu' Petitioner as in duty bound will over prav. 

(Signed) H. C. WAHL. 



Annex to Xo. 750- 
Order, 

C Mr. VVahl is doubtless under a mistake as to the measures whicli he apprehends his Honour 

the Second Fiscal to have taken upon the occasions he alludes to. 

I don't clearly comprehend the precise spot or quantity of ground desired by Mr. Wahl, and 
this Petition is refeiTed to the Second Fiscal, who is requested to h^t me b(» informed upon the 
matter in order to my making a final order. 

(Signed) B. D'URBAN. 

November 14, 1825. 

Filial Order* 

Ha\'ing made full inquiry into the subject of this Petition I found that Mr. Wahl wa«, as I 
had supposed, mistaken in the statement of the third paragraph of his Petition, and that upon that 
occasion the Protector was mindful to give especial order for Mr. \V^ahrs convenience. 

1 readily accede to Mr. WahVs wish, as expressed in his letter No. 7 inclosed, to use the 
Y) Kings or Cow Island opposite Walraven for a provision ground during pleasure, always \vithout 
prejudice to the rights of those whose property it may be should such hereafter appear. 

I also accede to Mr. Wahl's desire to build a watchman's hut upon Walraven on the mainland, 
opposite the Kings or Cow Island, and to use it as a pasture for his cattle during pleasure, always 
without prejudice to those whose property it may be should such hen^after appear. 

I have instructed his Honour tne Fiscal of Essequibo and Protectors of Indians to let the 
al)ove measures have effect. 

(Signed) B. DTTRBAN. 

Februmy 24, 1826. 
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No. 751. 
Second Fi'iral to TV. Hilhouse. 



Sir, Seeond Fisrcd^s Offur, E^sequih), July 15, 1826. 

IT having been represented to liis Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor that you had taken up 
your residence and formed an establishment on the Crown lands in the Mazaroony River, I am com- 
manded by his Excellency to require you to remove therefrom with as little delay as possible, and 
in future to abstain from setting on or interfering with any Crown lands within this Government 
without due permission first had and obtained. 

You will therefore please to take measures to remove your establishment from the Mazaroony 
River in fourteen days after this notice has been served, or in sucli reasonable time, to be notified to me 
in writing, as you may find requisite for that purpose. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BAGOT, Steond Fiscal. 

^ To William Hilhouse, Esq., 
^ Mazaroony River. 

Xo. 752. 

Report of (r. P. Wi^chropp, Assistant Postholder. 

To his Honour George Bagot, Esq., Fiscal and Protector of Indians in Essecjuiho, &c. : 

Sir, Mazaroony Post, November 10, 1826. 

IN compliance to your Honour's request I proceeded on the 27th ultimo to collect the Caril>e 
residing in the River Cayonij to go along with uie to Caberie, when Captain Avinaij and his peopl 
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])romisecl to meet me at the post the following day. Mrs. Walil sent a message by a man named A 
Cornelius to tell Arinaij not to ^o with me, that I ought to summons the Burghers residing in this 
<iuarter to go alimg with me, being myself a Burgher Sergeant. I waited for Arinaij the following 
<lay, and consecjuently had to go and call him a second time, owing to Mrs. Wahl's kind message, when 
he told me what liad liappened. 

He immediately with his peoi)le vume along with me, when we proceedeil and chanced to meet 
Mr. ilcKie at the Falls of Waar Papecoij on his return from Cal)erie, lieing the 29th ultimo. I 
arrived at Caberie on the 31st and sjxjke to Captain Tjcwis in his encampment, where I foimd only 
thirtv-five men. Thev were satisfied at what Mr. McKie has said to them, but woultl not be contented, 
and would remain on their guard until I should return from the Paremoonas, residing at Screpapinz, 
and cause the Paremoonas to lay down their arms, which I did, and restored peace among them. It 
took me four days to reach the place, and on my return I culled on Lewis at Caljei'ie and told him what 
passed, when he seemed to be quite pleased. 

I ordered l)oth parties to attend at the Post in twenty days at furthest that they might come to a ^ 
proper understanding resi)ecting any animosities existing between them, and the same to 1)6 settled in 
the presence of your Honour, or any substitute you may be pleased to appoint. 

I found in Janklaas' encampment only tw^enty-two men : the remainder were out on excursions. 
Janklaas mentirmed to me that he expected to receive a number of Paremoonas from the Upper Eiver 
Kssequibo to come and join him shortly, otherwise he would come along with me, and should they 
<*oine in his absence they would feel dissatisfie<l : conse<[uently I granted him the same time as what 
Mr. McKie did those at Caberie to attend at Ampa. 

The following is a description of the Paremoona barricade round their dwellings, which I con- 
sider to l)e double the strength of the Ackawaijas'. Their first palisades are large spars about 
20 feet high, placed at the distance of 6 inches from eacli other ; the second inwards, about 8 feet 
distant from the outer, with only one door to enter at from the former. It is not quite finished, but 
the part finished with hard wood j)lank is prepared with portholes : the breast work is about 10 feet p 
high, and very close laid together for means of defence. 

I refer your Honour to Mr. McKie*s report for what he has seen at Lewis' j^lace, and further beg 
leave to observe that the provisions I received from Mr. Wahl for two coloured men, myself, and 
sixteen Indians for my journey was 9 bunches ] dan tains, 20 lbs. salt fish, 9 gallons rum, 6 gallons 
molasses, and a small calabash of salt, the same not being sufficient for the ])eople along with me, let 
alone having any to si)are to the partys I went to endeavour to restore peace amongst. 

I only arrived here at 3 P.M. this day, after a journey of thirteen days. 

The following are the names of the people who accompanied me up, viz : — 

C^arribisi. — Captains Arinaij, Cayton, Makajarij, Murray, Lewis, Bajaro, Tonarijivento, Oni 

Pero, Harry, Umi.ja, Kairaijra. 
Ackawayas. — Captains Hennanus Phido, Hendrick, Adam, Englishman. 

The free coloured men, Jeremias Jacolis and Stephen Vanderhijden, as guides. 

(Signed) Cr. P. WIS(^HK()PP, D 

- 1 88 ista nt Poslh o Ider, 



Ao. / .>t>. 

Treaty of Peace and Friendship made and entered into between the Indian Chiefs Lewis, on the one 
pnrt^Mnd J((nklaaA and Jarahakhirlj on the. other part, both of the Acenwaij \iition, for and on 
behalf of their respective Tribes, 

December 11, 1826. 
ARTICLE I. — From and after this date all hostilities between the Contracting Parties and their 
re^spective tribes shall cease, and full and free pardon shall 1h3 granted for all and every offence that 3^ 
may have l)een committed by individuals of the one Party against those of the other Party. 

Article II. — There shall be peace, friendship, and alliance between the Parties from henceforth. 
Article III. — Should any individuals of either Party offend agahist any of the opposite Party in 
contravention of this Treaty, the offender, together with the pei-sons aggrieved, shall be brought by the 
('hiefsof the Party to which they respectively l)elong l^efore the Protector of Indians to be dealt with 
as he may think right and necessary. 

In ratification of which Treaty the saiil Chiefs have broken and eat bread and drank wine together. 
I have set their marks and seals hereunto in the presence of his Honour George Bagot, Protector of 
Indians, David McKie, Est^., /I. W. Thomi)Son, Es([., and G. P. Wischro})p, Assistant Postholder, 
whose names appear hereto. 

Thus done at Plantation Huis t Dieren Essequibo, this 11th day of October, 1820. 

(L.S.) X The mark of Lewis. p 

(L.S.) X The mark of Janklaas. 
(L.S.) X The mark of Jakabakkaru. 

(Siunied; GEO. BAGOT. 

DAVID McKIE. 
J. W. THOMPSON. 
G. P. WISCHEOPP. 
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No. 754. 

Protector of Indians to Lieutenant-Governor Sir B, D' Urban, 

A Sir, Fssequiboj December 13, 1826. 

I HAVE great pleasure in lumng the honour to acquaint your Excellency that the murderous 
warfare which has been for some time back carried on between the Carbinee and Paramoiia tribes 
of the Akawaye nations of Indians, in the Mazeroony River, has been put an end to by the inter- 
position of Mr. McKie (whose Report I laid before your Excellency some time Hiuce) and the 
Assistant Postholder Wishropp, whom I have ordered to proceed to the setUinnouts of the 
respective parties for that purpose, and who has performed that duty entirely* to my satistactiou ; 
ana I beg leave to refer your Excellency to the copv of his Report transmitted herewith. 

In confonni*y with the arrangement made by Sir. Wishropp, the Chiefs of both p<artie8, v/ith 
seveml of their followera, anived at my residence on the 11th mstant, and I have the additional 
satisfaction to lay before your Excellency a copy of n Treaty of Peace and Alliance which hat 
been entered into and ratified by the Chiefs, with the unanimous consent and concurrence of their 
followers, to whom it has been previously and very fully explained. 
-" I have likewise the gratification of st^ating, tor your Excellency's information, that the visit 

of those Chiefs has aflfordeil me the means of having the Paramona woman and child who were 
found in a state of slavery at the residence of Mr. Hillhouse (as reported to your Excellency soiut^ 
time shice) conveyed back to their family. It appears that the woman is wife to a man belonging 
to the tribe of the ('hief Jarabakkary, and was immediately recognized by him and his followei-s, 
with whom she expressed an anxious desire to return to her husband, whom they reported to bo 
well but ignorant of what had been her fate. In justice to Mr. Wahl, I think it right to add that 
the appearance of this woman is wonderfully changed for the better since 1 placed her under his 
charge. She was one of the victims to the war that was carried on between those tribes ; her 
Chief. Jarabakkary, has taken charge of her. 

An expense has been incurrea amounting to 530 dol. 14 c. in conveying Mr. McKie and the 

Assistant Postholder up the river to treat with the combatants and in making some small 

n presents to the Chiefs at the ratification of the Treaty, and fiu-nishing them ^vith provisions f'u* 

their return to their settlements ; and I have the honour to lay over the account made out 

agreeablv to vour Excellency's desire against the f 'ivil Government. 

(Signed) GEO. BAGOT, 

Protector of If u Hans. 
His Excellency Major-General Sir Benjamin D'Urban, 

Lieutenant-Governor, &c. 



No. 755. 
Licntcnant'Gorcmor Sir B. Durban to Earl BiffJwrsf. 



jj (Extract.) ^ Dcnicra-nj, May IQ,\S21, 

THERE is a legally-appointed Protector of Indians for each of the six rivers : Mahaiconev,. 
Mahaica, Demerary, Boerasirie, Essequibo, and Pomeroon, under whose immediate ordere Post- 
holders act. The Iiiclosures Nos. '2 and 3 are respectively the commissions and ir^structions under 
which the Protectors act, and 1 am not aware what warrant or what instructions can be more 
foi'mal or conclusive. They are chosen from the most respectable gentlemen of the nearest 
districts to the respective Indian residences, and, although they receive no salary, yet their 
responsibility is apparent and unquestionable. 

The Court were also of opinion that Mr. Hilhouse's influence and instigations would unsettle 
the minds of the Indians, and render them dissatisfied, and they earnestly requested me to take the 
necessary measures for restricting Jlr. Hilhouse from further intercourse with them. 

These were men of local experience, and their apprehensions appeared to me reasonable. I 
therefore withdrew from Mr. Hilhouse his provisional appointment of Quartermaster-General of 
J] Indians by the communication No. 5, issuing at the same time to the different Protectors the 
instructions No. <> in order to insure its being effectually fulfilled. 

By these proceedings it is probable that Mr. Hilhouse may have felt himself disappointed and 
discontented, for it is clear from the paper marked (B) of the Inclosure No. 4 that he had proposed 
to become Chief of all the Indians, to receive regular pay and emi)loyment as a British officer, and 
to have the disposal of disbursement of 10,000 guildera a-year. 

For some time, however, 1 heard nothing of him, but towards the middle of the last year 
found that he had commenced to reside upon the Crown lands on the Upper Essequibo, in the 
division Massaroony, and that the result of his residence there was ctmsiderable agitation and 
dissatisfaction among the Indians of that river. 

In consequence, I directed the Second Fiscal, with reference to my communication t(> 
Mr. Hilhouse of 1824 (Inclosure No. 5), to give him warning that such a residence would not be 
permitted, and to direct him tu remove, 

p 

Inclosure 1 in No. 755. 
PoHtholdcr'H Indrvctlonsj as enacted by the Court of Policy on the 14/A May, ISOo. 

[See Inclosure in No. 717, fi/qrra.] 
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Inclosure 2 in Xo. TTiT). 
Ejfrart from Indrvd ions for tin: Protectors of Indians, 

1. THE Protectors of Indians will, to the utmost of tlicir power, give effect to and enforce ^ 
among their respective Postlioldera a strict and diligent observance of the instructions originally 
issued on the I8th May, 180)^, and subsequently reprinted and issued afresh bv authority on the 
2nd May, 1815. And in case of any Postholder abusing his trust, or being negligent or remiss in 
the discharge of his duties, as prescribed by the above instructions, the Protector of the district 
will make a special and immediate report to the Lieutenant-Governor (or Commander-in-chief for 
the time being), in order that, if necessary, the said Postholder may be removed from his office and 
replaced by another person. 

King's Housr, Anyvst 10, 1824. 



No. 7.") 6. 
Lift/ tr,na)ht'Goir mar Sir B. U Urban to Visrofnit Goderich. 



B 



My Lord, King's House, Demcrara, October 18, 1827. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the 23rd June, with its 
inclosm-e, commanding me to transmit, for the information of the House of Commons, Returns 
containing " An account of the extent and situati(m of the Crown lands " in the united Colony of 
Demerary and Essequibo. 

The local circumstances of tliis Colony are so peculiar that the only approximation I 
can make to the information desired is to send your Lordship a sketch defuiing generally the 
boundaries, rivers, and principal divisions of it, with the number and general lines of position of 
the respective estates possessed by individuals ; every other part of it is Crown land. 

I have endeavoured to make the explanations upon and attached to the sketch as full as the 
nature of the subject admits of, or seems to require, and I have added to it schedules of such 
portions of Crown land as are under periodical or provisional licence of occupation, to different Q 
inhabitants, for wood cutting, and provision lands, and paying a certain yearly quit-rent into the 
King's chest. 

The country possessed by individuals is (as the yellow-coloured portions of the sketch will 
show) a nan-ow border of the alluvial soil along the coasts and rivers' banks ; all else belongs to 
the Crown. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) B. lyURBAX. 



Inclosure in No. 756. 

Memorandum, 

1) 

THIS sketch embraces all the cultivated and occupied portions of the Colony of Demerary 

and Essequibo, but it would have made it of an inconvenient size^ and would probably have been 
of no essential utility to have extended it to all the boundaries of the Colony. 

These are — 

On the north, the sea coast, from the mouth of the Abary to Cape Barima, near the mouth of 
the Orinoco. 

On the west, a line running north and south from ('ape Barima into the interior. 

On the south, the Portuguese frontier, in that district of it which is called the Government of 
Eio Negro, and which may be generally defined by a line running east and west along the ridge 
which Humboldt calls thci Cordillera of Parima, separating the two systems of rivers flowing 
respectively northward into the valleys of the Orinoco and Essequibo, and southward into that of 
the Amazons. 

On the east, the Abary River, from its mouth, as far as its com'se extends, and thence in a E 
southerly direction to the Portuguese fi'ontier before mentioned. Precision in this last boundary- 
line is of the less consequence since it borders on the sister British Colony of Berbice, which has 
the River Courantyn for its eastern boundary, and which, with Demerary and Essequibo, now form 
British Guayaua. 

The general extent of the Colony of Demerary and Essequibo may be, therefore, taken at 3"* 
of longitude by if of latitude. 

With the exception of the estates situated along the sea coasts and rivers' banks, as 
indicated in yellow on the sketch, every other part of the Colony is Crown land, and at His Majesty's 
disposal ; and even of the portion so indicated several parts are Crown land, consisting of those 
in the Schedules (X) and (Y) annexed, which are held from the Crown for wood cutting or 
provision lands, upon provisional licences, and pay a certain quit-rent into the King's chest. 

It will be obvious, from the peculiar local and other circumstances of this Colony, that the -^ 
extent and situation of its Crown lands will not admit of any more precise Returns than are ^ 
contained in this sketch, with its accompanying explanations. 

(Signed) B. D'UKBAN. 

Devurary, October 18, 1827. 

[696— ()] M 
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Extract from J. F. Blnwon Iiq>^y to J. M. Olicarcz. 



•' Documentos para la GOBERNfi, pues, las Misiones por todo el afio 

Libertodor "Vii. xin. ^^ » V^^^ repito, que cuando me encargue de ellas 
p. 470. en Julio de 19, ya eran tristes esqueletos: no 

existian las del Alto y Bajo Caroni; ni la.s del 
Sur, mas que Puedpa Ayma y Pastora en sond)ra : 
la desolacion de las del centro, habia llegado al 
lamentable extremo de que, la de San Antonio, 
por ejemplo, que ii mi despedida en Noviembre de 
17 eonstaba de 900 indios, cuando volvi en Julio 
de 19 solo tenia m^nos de 100. 



B 



Bogotil March 30, 1829. 
1 GOVEPiXEI) the Missions, then, for the 
whole of the year '20 ; but I repeat that when 
I took charge of them in July of '19, they were 
already wretched skeletons; those of the Upper 
and Lc)wer Caroni did not exist, nor those of the 
soutli, except Puedpa, Ayma, and Pastora, as 
mere shadows. The desolation of those of the 
centre had reached to such a lamentable extremity 
tliat San Antonio, for example, which, at my 
departure in Xoveml^er of '17, consisted of 
900 Indians, when 1 returned in July of *19 had 
only something under 100. 



No. 758. 



lAi'utiiiaiit-Govirnor Sir S, U Urban to Vlaroifnt (fOffrrich, 



c 



My Lord, Kimfs Hoi(j<*', Dmurar}/, April 15, 1831. 

I HAVE the lionoiir herewith to transmit a dupHcate of the indictment, sentence, and 
Judge's notes upon the trial of an Indian recently couyicted of murder, before the Criminal Court 
of Justice of the Colony, and condemned to death, but recommended by the Court to His 
Majesty's mercy. 

I have accordingly respited the execution of the sentence until His Majesty's pleasure shall be 
known, humbly submitting the prisoner s case to His Majesty's gi-acious clemency. 

The evidence and the notes of the learned Judge are so clear as to require no elucidation 
upon my part, but I request withal, to submit to your Lordship that His Majesty may be moved 
to direct such a commutiition of the capital sentence as may remove the prisoner for ever from 
this coimtry, because at whatever distance of time he might return hither, the nearest of kin to 
the murdered woman then alive would feel himself bound to avenge her, and this man would 
infallibly be put to death in consequence. 

I have, &c. 
(Si^med) B. D'URBAX. 



Inclosure in No. 758. 

D 

Extract from tJic Notc-hool' o^' hin Honour Charlca Wraj/, Prcsulcnt of the Honourahlc Court of Criminal 
ami Civil Justice of the Colonies of Demerari/ *nuJ Essequiho. — Ei(jht]i Criminal Session, Mondaif, 
February 2^, nU. ^ 

Fiscal v. Bill If William, an Indian. 

William Ililhouse. — I have been in this (.^olony sixteen years. The last eight years I have 
had an exclusive household uf Indian domestics. I am partially acquainted with their language, 
with their manners and customs perfectly ; they have customs, but no code of laws, but have the 
lex talionis in all the tribes ; on almost all occasions they exercise the lex talionis when a white 
mediation does not step in to buy off' the murder by a pecuniary consideration ; by their customs 

25 the Caribbees always punish adultery with death : the other nations it is not so certainly ascertained, 
but adultery w4th a negro, or the descendant of a negi'o, is punished with death ; the Indian has 
a right of property in his wife, and in case of her breaking the conjugal tie, he can punish her as 
he would a cat or a dog by shooting or hanging. The woman is inferior in her rank of society to 
the man, for she is his slave, his property. The Indians are, in general, excessively jealous of 
their wives ; there have been so many instances of incontinence with white persons that it may 
justify great suspicion on the part of the husband. In all the nations the descendant, however 
remote of a negro, is still classed as a negro ; the next of kin under any circumstance avenge 
death, however just the cause may have been. I have known numerous instances. There is 
scarcely a family of Indians in the Colony in which an instance of the retaliation has not 
occurred ; if prisoner was acquitted I do not think the Indians would spare this man unless the 
Governor or some other person arranged compensation for the death of this woman, otherwise 
the avenger of her death is now in this room. If the prisoner were convicted and executed, his 

P relations could not have rec(nu*se to the le.e talionis^ for the public executioners taking his life it 
would be easily explained to them. 1 know the place generally where the murder is stated to 
have been committed ; there has been an old Dutch toil far beyond the place, there are many 
Indian settlements about within a few hours ; the Tapacouma runs through the forest. 

Cross-examined. — I have travelled in every direction among the Indians, and witnessed their 
habits and manners in their native towns. The Indians' nick-name is Yarike ; they consider me 
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ns tlie head of au Indian family, having an Indian child. Tlie Ackaways during the insxuTection J^ 
applied to have me appointed their Chief : a petition to that effect was since presented to the 
present Governor ; there are three tribes in alliance with the Colony : the Caribbees, Arrowaaks, 
and Warraus. The Ackaway is tlie main strength at present. The nearest relation to the person 
who has fallen avenges the murder. I liave never heard of a nian selliug his wife ; she is only a 
slave to himself. Most of the Indians near the plantations have a native Indian name and another 
name. The moment the reason was explained of the prisoner's death, the lex talionis would, if 
executed, cease. There are Postholders and Protector of Indians; the Post is about 60 or 
70 miles from the mouth of the Essequibo ; it is about 10 miles on the nortli bank of the Masse- 
roneys; the Falls of the Essequibo are about 110 miles from the mouth of the river. There is a 
Avhite settler at the Falls, another at the junction, but grants have been made of the lands on both 
sides up to the Falls of the three branches of the Essequibo, viz., the Essequibo, the Mazarony, 
and Cayone. Many Indians live between the Falls of the Essequibo and the mouth, particulai'ly 
Arrowacks in the Tapacouma Creek ; there are three settlers ; several Inchans live in the creek. B 

Re-rxamined, — Settlements of the Indians on the River Essequibo are some on the banks, some 
far up the smaller creeks. I know James Fraser, he is in the Tapacuma. In all grants it is 
rnjoined that no inconvenience shall be offered to the Indians. I know from tradition a Treaty 
has been made by the Colony with the AiTowacks, Warrows, and Caribbees. I have only under- 
stood the Treaty to be as retaining them as soldiers in tlie defence of the Colony, that they obey 
all calls of the Colony for sendee in consequence of which an allowance is made every three 
years which they consider as a retaining fee. I think it the only tie — they look on it as 
subjecting them to serve when called on solely as allies ; there is no clause I have heard of 
calling on them to submit to the laws in other respects. I was employed by the Governor to 
raise an Indian force. I raised it entirely through pereonal affection ; they had had a quarrel with 
the Executive, and would not have come Avnthout. The Governor, in my presence, thanked them 
as friends and allies. p 

By the Court, — There are tribal of xVrrowacks; the prisoner is an Arvowack ; there are 
upwards of thirty. The tribes move much about from place to place amongst each other, 
frequently change their residence, the nations as amongst each other recognize particular boun- 
daries, the individuals of families may consist of several tribes, but the nations never intermaiTy. 
It is a common thing for a Buck family to quit its place of abode. 

A. van Bi/ck Je Groot, — 1 have been forty years in the Colony, have in some respects become 
acqiminted with the Buck laws and customs, but very limited. The lex talionu is in force amongst 
them for adultery ; they generally flog them or beat them severely within my knowledge, I 
cannot say it is punished with deatli, but I have heard so. I am a Protector of Indians. If an 
Indian made a complaint to me I should act as a mediator, not as a Magistrate. If the injuring 
j)arty did not choose to appear, I should not feel myself authorized to compel him to do so. In 
their quaiTels I should consider I had nothing to do unless they called on me as mediator ; there 
is no order not to interfere, nor the contrary : on a grant the gi-antee is ordered not to molest the j) 
Indians, but to cidtivate friendship. I give presents in the name of the Governor to the Indians, 
they are n retaining fee for their fidelity and friendship, the presents are not ever wilfully 
neglected, they may be >vithheld by accident, the Indians consider them as presents to them as 
friends and allies, not as subjects. I do not know they have any mode of recording events or any 
substitute for writing ; any compact between them and us is oral only. 

Cross-examhied. — I Uved in Fort Island in ITSf). Mr. Pletner was Commandeur ad interim, and 
as such President of the Court of Justice. A man was punished in ] 795, 1 think for murdering 
his wife. I l^elieve she was an Indian woman. I camiot say whether the man was an Indian or 
not, but we took him for one ; his name was Macaniouri ; he was decai^itated. I beheve the name 
of the woman was Yagi'ow (record of trial put in). I was then Head Clerk of Secretary's office. 
Sentence is "written by me ; the man is described as a free mulatto, and the woman as his wife. 1 
do not recollect any other similar trials. 

March 1, 1831. — I summed up and gave my opinion. E 

With regard to the power of the Court, the argument will resolve itsjlf into the con- 
sequences that llow from the fact of the spot where the act was committed being within the 
territoiy of Great Britain. If it be so, the place is occupied under a grant from the Crown, 
built on and cultivated by the grantee, who canies on a trade there. Beyond it there is a 
similar settlement, and *' far beyond the place there has been a Dutch fort," as is proved by 
Mr. Hilhouse's evidence. Thus, the Crown of Great Britain has exercised all those rights by 
which nations usually indicate their claim to territorial possessions. On the other hand, no 
pretence is set up that this territorial right was ever disputed by the Indians. Officers whose 
very name is that of their protectors are dispersed amongst them, and to these wc learn by the 
evidence they are in the constant habit of submitting their disputes ; they receive from us 
presents for services. There is, therefore, a customary communication between us and them as a 
body, yet as a body we never hear of their complainmg of our encroachments, or claiming any 
rights inconsistent with them. We do not find amongst them any form of general government, ^ 
and it is stated in evidence that they have no code of laws. But a custom (loosely enough 
proved) is stated to exist that they can punish adultery by shooting or hanging, as they would a 
cat or a dog, and this from the right of property of the Indian over his wife. Although this 
custom is not shown to extend to suspicion of adulteiy, that is not material, for the point is 
whether the Indians, whatever their customs may be, are in a position to claim their exercise by 
a jurisdiction which would supersede bur rights. Their position appeai-s to me to be that of a 
conquered nation, or, more accurately speaking, that of a nation whose lands the Dutch, our pre- 
decessors, occupied, peopled, and governed by their own laws and institutions, without any 
resistance from the former inhabitants. But the mere fact of non-resistance cannot change the 
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A character of the possession, nor the situation of those from whom the territory is taken ; it is still 
a conquered country. These foreigners, then, to conquered, have chosen to continue within the 
temtory, have never disputed our rights, and have adopted oiu* institutions formed for tlioir 
express comfort and protection. Are they, then, not in the situation of any other foreigners 
who come into another nation's bonds, or remain in, and domicile themselves under, the new 
Government when a conquest is made, and do they not bind themselves thereby to obey and 
conform to those laws that the new community has thought proper to establish ? In my judgment 
they do. 

I think, therefore, the jurisdiction of this Court extends to the trial of this offence, and 
although I should not stretch the law to avoid any evil consequences which might arise from tlio 
contrary conclusion, but rather propose an enactment to meet them (if, indeed, that would be 
lawful), should the above reasons not be valid, it may strengthen the former argument to point 
out some of the anomalies to which a detei-mination that this offence could not be here tried 
B would directly lead. The first and most obvions is the existence of two absolute and independent 
criminal jurisdictions in the same territory, the one for Indians, the other for Europeans and 
Blacks. The claim is that the prisoner is not subject to be tried under our criminal laws, and it 
seems to be founded on the fact of its being an Indian that he kille<l ; whether lightly or wrouo^- 
fully killed does not affect the question, for without jurisdiction we have no power to investigate 
the matter, and it will scarcely be urged that this Court can try whether a person killing another 
was justifiable by the Indian laws, and declare it, according to those laws, justifiable homicide. 
But further, if for the murder of an Indian this man cannot be tried, by what process of reasoning 
can the Court claim jurisdiction over an Indian killing a white or black man? He may have 
Indian customs to show the propriety of his conduct, and unless these tribes are subject to the 
governing powers of the Colony they are governed by their own laws, and in such a case tiie 
offender must be submitted to their operation. The murder of an Indian by a white or black man 
p would no doubt be by us punished with death. These wild untutored savage trib(3S are domiciled 
amongst us, receive the benefit and protection of our laws, and must, in my judgment, be subject 
to the restraints and punishments which those laws adopt for the prevention and punishment of 
j crimes. With regard to the individual before us, the wild state of barbarianism in which he has 

lived, the faint and vague impression of his own customs probably prevailing in his mind, and the 
• suspicions lie may, from the character of the woman, have entertained of his wife (however 

j unjust on the present occasion), may perhaps weigh with the Court (should it find him guilty) 

} to recommend to the Governor to exercise the only power ho possesses in such a case, to leave 

^ the execution or mitigation of the sentence to the merciful consideration of His Majesty's Govern- 

ment. 

I added that should such recommendation be sent to His Majesty's Advisers, I should also 
suggest for their consideration whether the wound was sufficiently described in the indictment, 
although in my opinion it is, and particularly so under the Rules and Orders of tlie Criminal Court 
J) of this Colony. 

A true extract : 
(Signed) CHARLES WILDAY, 

Drjf Iff// Sen rfa/f tj. 
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No. 759. 
Lievttmaat'Govvrnor Sir B. UUrhan to Visrotnit Goffcjtirk. 



,,} (Extract.) KiiufH Hovsc, BHtvilt Otfiana, Nmrmher 26, 18ol. 

'[ I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship's despatch of the 21st July last, concerning 

j the Indian convict " Billy WiUiam." 

E Having reflected upon the great difficulty in disposing of him at all satisfactorily, I thought 

'} it expedient to avail myself of the counsel of Mr. Bagot (the Second Fiscal, and Protector of 

Indians, upon the Essequibo and its branches), whose soiuid judgment and extensive knowledge of 
the Indian tribes generally, and whose acquaintance with both those involved in this case 
particularly, as well as with the immediate parties concerned, and the case itself (in which the 
original examinations were all taken before him) pointed him out as especially fit to afford me 
useful suggestions thereon. 

I accordingly sent your Lordship's despatch for his confidential perusal. His answer very 
clearly and justly states the position of the matter with its attendant difficulties; and it is certaiu 
that there is no alternative, consistent with this Indian's personal safety, but to keep him in 
prison imtil some convenient occasion may present itself of bestowing him where he may be able 
to provide for his subsistence, out of reach of those by whom he is held in feud, and wlio, 
althongh they would be perfectly satisfied if he were hanged by our laws, yet would not think 
F themselves the less bound to sacrifice him, if he should have escaped alive from their operation. 
About three years ago, Mr. Annstrong had been sent out by the Missionary Society to act as 
a catechist and schoolmaster to the negroes upon two adjoining estates in Essequibo, whose 
proprietors had jointly desired to have such an instnictor ; and, on his anivah 1 had licensed in'ni 
to act in that capacity, which he continued to do accordingly, until, in the course of the last year, 
some change. I believe, in the property of those estates (at any rate, no fault upon his part) put 
an end to his further employment there, and he then went to pass some months upon the Upp^'^ 
Essequibo and Massarooney Rivers. 

On his return from that excursion, the Rev. Mr. Strong (Rector of the Parish of St. Michael 
in this Colony, and an exemplary and invaluable parochial clergyman) mentioned him to me as a 
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]>roper person for making the attempt (which he knew I had very much at heart) of establishing A 
the germ of some instruction for the Indians in the districts Mr. Armstrong had been visiting. 

I commissioned Mr. Strong, therefore, to communicate with Mr. Armstrong upon the 
subject; the result will be found in the correspondence between Mr. Sti-ong, Mr. Armstrong, 
Mr. Bagot, and myself, and in my consequent licences gi-anted in furtherance oi the measure. A 
subscription was then set on foot in the Colony in aid of the undertaking, and Mr. Armstrong has 
been established ever since near the Indian post, upon the confluence of the Essequibo and 
Massarooney, under the care and protection of Mr. Bagot generally, and immediately of 
Mr. Richardson, the resident Postholder there, Avho has received my special injunctions to that 
effect. 

Mr. Bagot's Reports will, I think, have shown your Lordship that protection is afforded to 
the Indians by the Magistrates of the Colonial Government, and that they "willingly avail them- 
selves of it, and are not altogether ignorant of the penalties of our criminal code, since they are 
disposed to rely upon them for the punishment of great crimes committed amongst themselves, B 
ana they will rely upon them pro\ided they see that they are effectual, as, for instance, in the 
case of Frederick (wnich is therein stated), but it may be well apprehended that, if tliis be not 
the case, if they see that from whatever cause our laws suffer such a murderer to escape with 
impunity, they will cease to resort to their interference, and resume their habit of seeking their 
own vengeance, which indefinitely perpetuates mutual bloodshed. 

Mr. Bagot lias justly said that " we have not dispossessed the Indians of their territory," 
they occupy it as freely and uninten-uptedly for every purpose which is essential or agreeable to 
them, as if we had never come hither (by the way we only succeeded to the place of the Dutch), 
but the tribes who live within reach of civilization, derive most solid and impoi-tant benefits from 
our regular and constant assistance, as your Lordship may in some degree gather from Report 
No. 5 and its inclosures, which also estimates their past and present numbers ; (those, moreover, 
whose purposes of traffic bring them to Georgetown, where there are quarters provided for them, p 
and rations issued) and triennial presents also distributed at the posts on the rivers. 

Of these, the average value in Demerary and Essequibo has heretofore been as follows : — 

£ 

Annual supplies .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. •• 1>400 

'I riennial presents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,400 

Amounting in every four years to . . . . . . . . . . • . • . 6.600 

and the description of all things furnished has been carefully adapted to their wants, habits, and 
expectations. 



Inelosure 1 in No. 759. D 

SfTomJ Fiacal Bagot to Liriffnwnt'Gov(Tno7* Sir B. D'Urhan. 

My dear Sir Benjamin, Weist Deevcn, Septemher 21, 1831. 

YOUR letter of the 13th instant, wath the despatch of the Secretary of State, came to me on 
the evening of the 15th instant, a few hours after our boat had started for town, and I have not 
had an opportunity of forwarding a reply to it until now. 

The disposarof the unfortunate Billy Williams is, indeed, a puzzhng question, for I hardly 
think his life safe in any situaticm within the possible reach of the brothers of his deceased wife, 
80 inveterately did they express themselves against him, and so thoroughly do they feel it a point 
of honour to have her death avenged. There can be no doubt that he could find the means of 
subsistence and the power of making himself intelligible at other parts of this continent. In 
Cayenne, for example, he might enjoy these advantages, and be out of the reach of his late wife's ^ 
relations; but how ask the French fxovernment there to permit a man banished for the crime 
ot murder to be let loose in their territories ? The same difficulty presents itself v/ith respect 
to Colombia, or any of the new States to leeward, but perhaps not in so strong a degree ; 
and if an opportmiity of a King's ship going to any of these settlements should offer, I 
think it is possible the matter might be aiTanged in a satisfactory manner if he was sent in 
her, and I appreliend you have no other alteniative but that of keeping him in the gaol. 

From the despatch of my Lord Goderich it would appear that there is a want of information 
at the Colonial Oflice on the subject of tlie relative situation of the Indians of these settlements 
with the Colonial Government, and yom: Excellency would, in my opinion, be doing a service to 
the former, and but justice to the latter, by informing the Secretary of State more minutely on the 
actual relations subsisting between them. 

This is perhaps the more necessary at this moment, as, unfortunately, I have, within a few -p 
days, had to send up another Indian for trial on a charge of the murder of two individuals, 
his wife's father and mother. 

I have thrown together a few observations on this (to me, at least) very interesting subject, 
and with reference to my Lord Goderich's despatch, whicli, if at all acceptable to your Excellenc}', 

I shall be most happy to lay before you. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BAGOT. 
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'* Iiu'losure 2 in Xo. 7'"»0. 

Scco7id Fiscal Barjot to Linffcnant-Gonrnor Sir B. I/L^rhaa. 

(Extmct.) lUscqfdho, Siptnnhr 20, \m\. 

A AS there appeai-s to be a want of infonnation in the mother-country on tlie situation of the; 

Indians inhabiting the districts of British Guiana, especially witli respect to their relations with 
the Government of that Colony, I have thought it might not be iniattended with advanta«>e 
to throw together a few observations on their actual situation, illustrated by facts and occur- 
rences that have fallen under my own knowledge, and which I beg leave to submit to your 
Excellency. 

2. In conseqnence of the trial before the Coui-t of Crimiiuil Justice of tliis Colony of an Indinii 
(Billy Williams) for the crime of murder, a question was started whether crimes committed by the 
Indians properly came within our jurisdiction. 

3. Without entering into the general question of the right of any Court of Criminal .ludiea- 
ture to take cognizance of crimes against the law of nature — as min-der and tlie like, by whom- 

'* soever committed, within its jurisdiction — I shall proceed to notice a very connect and just 

observation that has been made with reference to the subject : that if the Indian tribes within the 
^ Colony may be lawfully punished for the violation of our laws, it is an irresistible inference 
that they are entitled to effective protection by our civil and military power; that, in fact, 
the agency of the police should be co-extensive with the operation of the Criminal Law. 

4. Let us then inquire whether protection has been afforded to the native inhabitants of 
these settlements, and I shall endeavour to prove not only that proteclion is, and has long 
been, afforded to the Indian tribes, but that they are seusible of it, and satisfied Avith it. 

5. In every district of the Colony where Indians reside, an officer is appointed, who is 
selected from, amongst the most respectable proprietors, whose very title — " Protector of 
Indians" — proclaims the duties which he has to perform. To him it l)el()ngs to receive tlie 

I complaints which Indians may have to prefer agahist, not only, as 1 conceive, any of the other 

inhabitants, but also against each other, and use every legal method to procure redress of 

their grievances. 
p 6. In each of those districts is also a Postholder, receiving a salary from the Colonial Govern- 

';: ment, and residing at situations more immediately in contact with the Indians, who are chiefly, 

though not exclusively, appointed for the pur]:)ose of assisting the Protectors in their care of the 
I Indians, as appears by the instnictions for those oflficers, and who are therefore placed under the 

immediate superintendence of the Protectors. 

7. That such protection has been promptly and effectually afforded, and been relied on by 
the Indians can be proved by the producticm of innumerable instances. I shall, however, only 
encroach on your Excellency's time by stating a few which have ccmie under my own immediate 
view, and I shall beghi with the case before us, that of Billy Williams. 

8. As soon as he had committed the crime, which he was aware had placed his life in 
danger, he first fled into the woods, but l)eing pursued, he nuide his way to Mr. Tinnucniuui, 
the Protector of Indians of the district in which he lived. The family of the murdered woman 
piu'sued him there, and demanded that he should be surrendered to them, whi(-h was, of course, 

D refused by the Protector. The family then proceeded to the office of the Second Fiscal, and 
stated the circumstances, demanding justice against the accused, and expressing themselves satis- 
fied and desirous that he siiould be dealt with according to our laws. 

9. During the period 1 have held the office of Second Fiscal, three or four cases somewhat 
resembling this have been brouglit before me by the Indians, although this was the first of them 
that was brought to trial, various causes having intervened with respect to the others. Three of 
these cases I distinctly remember. 

10. In one of them the slayer (like Billy Williams) had fled to the Protector Timmerman, and 
the friends of the deceased went in like manner to demand the person of the accused from him, 
and on refusal came to my office to demand justice according to our laws. While I was collecting 
the necessary evidence to bring the ac(aised to trial, the friends of both parties (through the 
intervention of Mr. Timmerman) came to a good understanding together, and eventually applied 
to me to stop the proceedings, which, with the approbation of tliu Lieutenant-Governor Mumiy 

E and llr. President Henry (the case not being attt^nded with any circumstances of peculiar atrocity). 
I accordingly acceded to. 

11. In both the other cases the accused were brought bound before me by the Indians them 
selves ; one of these cases was also compromised, and nuide up among the friends of the accused 
and those of the deceased, and as it appeared clearly a mere manslaughter in an affray, I did not 
hesitate to let it drop also. The other appeared to be a case of deliberate and atrocious nmrder, 
and the culprit would have been brought to trial, but he made his escape from prison, and I never 
heard more of him. 

12. I am extremely sorry to have to add to this catalogue of crime cme of a recent date, 
and of a vei'v dark complexion. The accused, an Arrawaak Indian named Frederick, was 
brought before me by the Postholder of Essequibo a few days since, and is now in gaol to await 
his trial. 

-Tj, 13. In all these cases the offi^nce has been of Indian against Indian, and yet your Excellency 

will observe that in every one of them they were satisfied that the accused should be dealt with 
according to our laws, and in three of the 1\\(i cases they showed their d(?cided preference to that 
course being pursued, as they had it in their power to have acted otlu^rwise, from all which it is 
evident they rely on, and receive protectioii. from us. 
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14. While Frederick was in confineinont here several of the Indians of his own nation came j\ 
to me and requested to see him, and having been in(hilged, they one and all returned to me and 
expressed their satisfaction that he was to be tried, adding their hopes that he would be 
hanged. 

15. I have no hesitation in asserting, and my intercourse with, and knowledge of, the Indians 
enables me to do so with confidence, that they, and especially those who reside nearest to our 
.settlements, consider our taking upon oiu'selves the decision of cases of this ]iature as the greatest 
favour we can do them. 

H>. 1 have another and a strong instance not only of their willingness but of their desire to 
have their death feuds taken up and settled by us. Your Excellency will recollect, about five 
years since, my having reported to you a feud of this nature being carried on up the Essequibo, 
when the respective parties, which were both numerous, had stockaded themselves, and having, 
Avitli your Excellency's sanction, sent a deputation to invite both parties to come down to me 
^vith the view of having their quarrel adjusted. The Chiefs of tlie respective parties came down B 
iicoordingly, each attended by about thii'ty able warriors: they were all of the Accawaij nation, 
but of <lif!erent tribes or families. The quarrel arose by an Indian of one of the families having 
been killed by one of the other, Avho, in his turn, was put to death, and his death again revenged, 
until the law of retaliation produced its ordinary result in the death of several iiniocent persons 
on both sides. They expressed their readiness to submit their quarrel to my decision as their 
f*rotector, bat demanded what thc^y should do in similar cases in future. I asked them if they 
would agi'ee to bring the individual Avho should again kill one of the other party and give him 
up to be tried by our law^s, to which the Chiefs, having first communicated with their respective 
parties, readily and, to all appearances, joyfully assented. The Chiefs having eat bread and drank 
wine together then placed their marks to a Treaty of Peace and Alliance which I had drawn up 
and explained to them, and which I have every reason to believe they have faithfully observed, 
having heard of no feud or quarrel between them since. p 

17. That the Indians receive effective protf ction where offences are committed against them 
by other persons than Indians the records of our Courts of Justice will clearly show. From my 
jurisdiction I have sent forward within the last two years three cases for trial for offences against 
the persons of Indians. The first was a charge against two negroes of Mr. Mackay, a woodcutter 
u}> tlie Essequibo, for the murder of an Indian. The prisoners, I believe, Avere acquitted for want 
of sufficient evidence. The second was also a charge against a negro for causing the death of 
an Indian in a scuffle. The third was against a white man for a violent assault upon the person 
of an Indian, bv pouring rum on his head and setting fire to it, by which he was severely burned. 
Tliis case is still pending. 

18. Various instances may be adduced of their having applied to me, as well as to the other 
Protectors, where offences of a minor nature have been committed against them, and I feel confident 
their complaints have been always properly attended to, and they have seldom failed of having 
redress. Indeed, your Excellency can bear at least a negative testimony to the correctness of this J) 
statement by the absence or paucity of complaints bnmght by the Indians before y(m, for tliey are 
well aware that your Excellency's ear is open to them, should they in vain seek redress through 
their constituted Protectors. 

11). Thus it is evident that inflective protection has not only gcme hand in hand Avith the 
openition of the criminal law, as relates to the Indians, but has, in fact, preceded it, and such being 
the case, I, as a warm friend of the Indian tribes of these colonies, am, for their own sakes, anxious 
to see the Empire of the law established among them, to guard them from the effects of their own 
unruly passions, and to prevent the commission of crime, and especially of the crime of murder, 
indeed, the only one to which they are at all addicted. 

20. Fears have been expressed that the natives have to this day received no compensation 
for the lands we have dispossessed them of. However honoin^able this feeling may be, as 
expressive of a high sense of justice, it is, in like manner, groimded on a want of sufficient 
information as well of the localities as of the measures of iha Colonial Government ; for, in the E 
first place, the Indians can scarcely be said to be dispossessed of the lands we cultivate, as it is 
well known that they never inhabited or cultivated the lands along the sea-shores, nor even those 
lands on the banks of the rivers which are selected for cultivation by the European settlers, but, 
on the contrary, they always choose the sandy soils, which with scarcely any labour than that of 
clearing off the wood produces <me, two, and sometimes three good crops of their escident roots, 
but which is totally unfit for the culture of our staple productions. And, in the sec-ond place, 
your Excellency is well aware, the colony pays animally a considerable sum for allowances and 
rations to the Indians, dealt out to them whenever they think proper to visit the town, or to call 
on any of the Protectors or Postholders on their jom'neyings through the country ; and, besides, 
eveiy third year a large amount is expended for the triennial presents. Thus it is proved that 
they have not been dealt with imjustly, and that compensation has been and is continued to 
be made. 



F 



In closure ;> in Xo. 7«")9. 
JuT. J. AriastwiKj to Lui'tni(inf-(r(n-rrnor /SV/' JJ. l/UrhaiL 

St. 3 fat theirs Parish^ P((rs(nif'f/c Jlocsr^ iJrmvrarij^ 
(Extract.) Fehruary 14, I'Sol. 

ACCORDING to your Excellency's request, communicated to me by the Rev. Leonard 
Strong. I give you the following statement of the free coloured people and Indians residing up 
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A the Essequibo River as far as they have come under my observation, also my pm'pose concerning 
them. 

Having had an opportunity of going up the River Essequibo, and desirous of knowing the 
condition of the free coloured people and Indians there as respects their temporal condition, I 
inquired of them whether an instructor — one that would be able to instmct them in the principles 
of Christianity, as well as any knowledge, advancing their temporal welfare, would be acceptable 
— their unanimous reply was, that it was an object much desired, and that they would do all they 
could to render his situation comfoitable, at the same time confessing the extent of their means 
would be very inadequate for the personal comfort of any who might wish to reside among 
them. 

Their local situation is unfavourable to settling up either the Essequibo or the Massaroony 
since there are a considerable number of inhabitants on each branch of the river. From thiK 
circumstance, with other observations and inquiries I made when there, I conceive that the point 

B of juncture, between the Essequibo and the Massaroony, would be the most convenient situation 
for my residence and proposed school for their children, that I may be equally useful to the free 
coloured and Indians of both rivers. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 759. 

By His Excellency ^lajor-General Sir Benjamin D'Urban, K.C.B., &c., Governor and Connnander- 

in-chief in and over the Colony of British Guiana, &c. 



j (L.S.) (Sijrneil) B. DXTrbax. 



c 



Strong, rector of 
Society a certain 



WHEREAS application has been made to me by the Rev. Leonard S 
St. Matthew's l^arish, praying that I wouhl grant into the Church Missionary I 
tract of Crown land, being 30() roods depth on the missionary side of the point called '* Bai-tioa 
Point," for the purpose of establishing a Mission to the free coloured and Indians in that neigh- 
bourhood. 

I do hereby gi*ant unto the said Rev. Leonard Strong, for and on behalf of the said (Church 
Missionary Society, this my licence and permission to take possession of and occupy the sn'nl 
hereinbefore-mentioned tract ot Crown land for the purposes aforesaid, duiing His Majesty's 
pleasure. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at the King's House in Georgetown, British Guiana, 
this lOtli day of August, 1^31, and in the second year of His Majesty's reign. 

By his Excellency's command, 
J) (Signed) T. C. HAMMILL, 

Acting Ooirnimntf Sfrrcfan/. 



Xo. 760. 
Second Fiacal Bayot to Governor, 



Sn-, ^ Esscquiho, January 23, 1S31 

I I HAVE the honour to return to your Excellency the two Memorials of Mr. Postlethwaite 

i and the letters of the Rev. J. T. Hynes and of Mr. Jas. Fraser on the subject of the Spanish 

\ Indians ; also copy of the letter, dated the ()th December, whicli I addressed to Mr. Postlethwaitc. 

i E ^y y^^^' Excellency's command, in reply to the first of these Memorials. 

: When your Excellency placed the second Memorial m my hand you were pleased to expreSh 

J a wish that I should ascertain from Mr. Hynes his sentiments on the subject of Air. Postlethwaite\s 

; plans. I accordingly waited on the reverend gentleman, and was surprised to find that, so far 

; from supporting the views of Mr. Postlethwaitc, he was decidedly averse to them, not only as 

\ respected the Indians of the Oronoco, but also those Spanish Indians located in and about* the 

Morocco. He acknowledges that in a conversation with Mr. Postlethwaitc he expressed a wish, 
; which he hoped at no distant period to realize, of visiting the Indian Missions of the Oronoco, 

but must have been entirely misunderstood by that gentleman as having assented to, or even for 
a moinent contemplated, making iha voyage ni liis boat, or assisting him in the objects he had in 
view in sending into that river. Mr. Hynes seems most anxious to draw the Indians now in the 

at 
ind 

to their being located on an estate and in the heart of^'the negro population. It is kiy\i\e\\i 
therefore that Mr. Postlethwaitc deceives himself in reckoning upon the reverend gentleman's 
suppoil. 

Injustice, ho\vever, to the proposed plan of Mr. Postlethwaitc, so far as it relates to tht'S«- 
Indians already settled in our territories, I think it but fair to state that I do not see the objec- 
tions of Mr. Hynes in the same strong light that he does. 

There are many settlements of Indians within a short dist^uice of Mr. Postlethwaite's estate^ 
and the influence of the industrious and moral habits of these Spanish Indians might possibly be 
as likely to extend to them as to any other of our aboriginal inhabitants ; it might, therefore, be 
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but fair to him, and to them, to allow them to arrange tlie matter as they may agree among A 
themselves, all parties being free agents. 

AVith respect to the other paii: of his scheme of going into the Oronoco, I confess that his 
masoning has not changed my view of it, as expressed in mv letter to him of the 6th 



reasoning 
December. 



While on the subject of the Indians, I am sorry to have to inform your Excellency that ray 
Report from the Postholder of Mazaroonj- states the Indians as well as free coloured people up the 
rivers to be in a state bordering on starvation, the result of the excessive rains of last year, by 
which their crops were either totally destroyed or very much deteriorated. The Indians are also 
suffering from fever and pleurisy. 

This state of things naturally suggests a difficulty of no small amount, especially in the 
•esent general scarcity of provisions, in removing those Indians from Morocco to the interior of 



pi 



the Colony, that of furnishing them until they could have time to cultivate their new settlements and 
establish crops ; the difficulty is, indeed, obviated by ilr. Postlethwaite's plan, as \n 



feed, as well as lodge, those that may engage ^vith him. 



His Excellency Major-(ieneral Sir r>enjaniin D'Urban, 

Governor, &c. 



of 

, -id 

he proposes to -^ 



I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. BAGOT. 



x\o 7GI. 

J*Jj:frart Jrom thr Kotr-hooL' of Itls Hoiwvr tlw ChUf JtiM'ur of tJw Suftrvmr Court of the Colony of C 
Dvmerartf and Usmytubo, iii British Guiana. — /Vrs/ Crimiiutl Scmon, Monda}/, February 13, 1832. 



Charh's Hrrhert, First Fiacfrt, v. Fredtriik, an Indian. 
(Charge of Murder of two Indians.) 

Lodwtck Baeker. — I live close to the falls of the Essequibo. I know an Indian called Jacobus 
or Dutchman. I know also Tuhetta; they were Indians. Some time I heard they were dead; 
when I heard that I went to the Buck place. I took him into the house where the bodies were. 
We saw them. The place of the house is about half-a-day fi-om the Post, Mr. Richardson's Post. t\ 
I saw the Bucks bury the bodies the next day ; they buried them in the house. 

Cross-examined. — I have known prisoner a long time. The prisoner was living at the place 
where I saw the dead bodies. I have known him live elsewhere. I know the falls in the 
Mazarooni called the Marshalls Falls ; cannot «iy how many hom-s from the Post to the l^larshalls 
Falls; it will take a whole tide to get there. This place is not in the Mazarooni, but in the 
Essequibo. Bucks had been living there a hm^ timi*. They had as much gi-ound cultivated as 
Bucks generally have. 

William Playtcr, — I am Assistant Postholder at the Mazarooni to Mr. Richardson. 1 
generally reside there. A report was made to me at the Post some time about the middle of 
August that some Bucks were killed. An Indian named Lawrence brought me the report. 
Mr. Richardson was absent. He returned in the evening. I reported it to him. On the 
following day, Sunday, we went up to tlie Essequibo River ; on our way up we met tlie Indians 
Lawrence and France. I was about from three to four hours going to the Buck house from the K 
Post. It is about 8 or J^ miles distance from the Post. It is about 5 miles from the mouth of the 
Essequibo branch. I have never been higher than the Buck place. I do not understand the 
Indian language. 

Cross-examined, — I ciui talk a little of the (Creole Dutch, and so can the Indian. Mr. VVishrope 
was quite close to us all the time when the club was found. We were all talking; he joined in the 
conversation occasionally. Jacob Backer was there, the man who was just now a witness. Two 
Indians, Lawrence and France, were also there ; also another free penson whose name I did not 
know. I never knew the prisoner before that occasion. I am not sure whether there was any 
other Indian there or not. I cannot recoUec^t that 1 had any conversation with any other Indian. 
The Postholder took the Indian out of the canoe, and took him to the Post. 1 put him into the 
stocks by the orders of the Postholder. This was on the Sunday when he first came. 1 don't 
know whether there was any examination of the Indian by the Postholder. My ordeins when 1 
took the prisoner to the place was to look for the stick the mui'der was supposed to have ''^ 
been committed with. I do not know if there was an examination of the prisoner. I was at the 
Post the whole time he was there. 1 never knew an examination by the Postholder of a 

{jerson accused of crime. There are four rooms in the Postholder's house: a hall and three 
>ed- rooms. An examination might have taken place without my knowing it. When the 
Postholder took the prisoner out of the boat, the two Indians, Lawrence and France, accompanied 

hhii. 

Re-examined, — The stocks were brought into the house for safety. Lawrence and France 
speak Creole Dutch. I can undei-stand what they say pretty well, but I cannot speak it so well 
as I understand it. 
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A By the Court. — Mr. Richardson is the Postholder. I have been there twelve months. His 

duty is to look after the Indians and keep them in order. They always come to him when they 
have disputes to have them settled. Sometimes they ask for a bottle of rum, and he gives it to 
them. There is a Protector of Indians in the Essequibo, his Honour George Bagot. Mr. Richardson 
is allowed every three months a puncheon of mm and one of molasses, plantains and fifth, 
cutlasses and axes, for the pui-pose of distributing to the Indians. I have been to the Protector 
for these supplies, and I have also received them in town by his order. Sometimes they come and 
put the Post in order and weed the gi*ass, and they are given these things in payment. They 
always expect payment for their work. Sometimes they get these things without work. Not 
always, I believe. The house at the Post belongs to the Colony. 

George Philip Wishf^ope. — I live at Mon Repos, Essequibo, a little above the mouth of the 

Alazarooni. Some time ago. about the 27th August, I heard of some Indians being murdered. 

Lawrence told me of it. I advised him to go and inform the Postholder. He came back 

^ and begged me to go up the river to the place where the nuirder was supposed to have been 

committed. 

Cross-ej'amined. — Lawrence, France, and Pong were the only male Indians at the Post when 
I went there first. I have known the Buck place long ; old .Jacobus had been living there a long 
time. It is an Indian settlement. I know of no custom among the Indians for the punishment of 
murder. I know that when an Indian is killed the relation of the person killed considers it his 
duty to take vengeance by killing the murderer. No other settlement is near this Buck place. 
It would take half-an-hour or an hour of tide to go from it to another Buck settlement. No other 
but Indians lived at the Buck place at that time. I have known Mr. Playter, the wntness, a short 
time. I never heard him converse in Creole Dutch. Did not liear him converse \srith. any of the 
Indians in Ci'eole Dutch. 

Me-e^vamined. — I have resided eleven years in the Essequibo. 1 am well acquainted with 
p the river. There are Buck settlements below my place coming down tlie Essequibo, also above 
my place. 

By the Court. — There was not bush liigh enongh to conceal the bodies wliere I observed the 
places flattened down. There is a spar-cutting place up the Essequibo. Mr. de Bretton, a white 
person, lives there. It is a tide above the Buck place where I saw the bodies. I have knoAvn 
that place of De Bretton's eleven years. It was there when I first went up that river. There 
are Buck settlements between the Buck place and De Bretton's place. Mr. de Bretton is an 
Englishman. 
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No. 762. 
Protector of Ind'Kfn-^ (Ussajffibo) to (Horenwr Sir B. Ul^rlnui. 



Extract.) Btiscqtubo, SqAcmhrr 14, 1832. 

HOWEVER, be this as it may, 1 doubt the fact of their number haAnng decreased ; on the con- 
trary, as far as relates to Essequibo, it appeal's that the numbers had considerably increased 
\ between the years 1821 and 1830. as will be seen by reference to the subjoined abstract of the 

i numbers who received presents at Mazaroony at the respective triennial distributions during that 

\ period. And I am informed by Mr. Timmennan, the Protector of Indians for Pomeroon district, 

« that there was a great increase among the Indians in his district until last year. Whether any 

decrease has taken place since 1830 I have no correct means of judging, but it is not improbable 
\ that the two wet years we have had, and the consequent scarcity of provisions, combined with 

the prevalence of pleurisy and fever amongst them, as alluded to in my letter to your Excellency 
of the 23rd Januarj^ 1832, may have caused some diminuHon in their numbers, and Mr. Timnier- 
P man is of opinion that there has been a decrease in his district last yeai*. With respect to the 
''idians of Demerary and Berbiee I have no means of forming a judgment. 
\ I have, i&c. 

\ (Signed) (SEO. BACJOT. 



Xo. 703. 
Protector of Indidnn (Pomeroon) to Gorernar S/'r B. lyUrhm. 

THE petitioner commences by asserthig that the Indians in the vicinity of the cultivation are 
becoming extinct. In the district of your reporter the principal tribes who inhabit nearest the 
-p cultivation are Caribs, Arrowacks, WaiTOws, and some Spanish Indians, and a reference to the list of 
Indians who received presents from the year 1824 up to 1830 shows a gradual increase in numbers. 

Your reporter therefore does not apprehend that there is any great decrease, nnich less a decre^ise 
tending to extinction ; at least, such was not the case up to the sei-ving of the last presents in 1830. 

Since that period your reporter cannot accurately state, but thinks it very likely that during the 
last two years the number may have decreased, in consequence of their provisions having been 
destroyed by the heavy mins which fell in the latter end of the year 1831 and the be^innint^ of 
1832. 

In consequence of this they were of necessity driven to seek a subsistence otherwise, which 
exposed them to many hardships and ))rivations in tJie woods quite tmusual to them ; this without 
doubt brought on various diseases and deaths. 
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This is your reporter's opinion. 

Mr. Hilhouse asserts next that the Posts are in a state of tot<il desertion. This lie attributes to \ 
the tratficking of the Postholders and others. 

With i-espect to Mr. Hilhonse's assertion that the Posts are deserted, your reporter must o])serve 
that it is totally unfounded and erroneous, and that to your reporter's knowledge the Post at 
Ponieroon (one uf the most important Posts in IJritish Guiana) has constantly had the number of 
Indians required for the Post service ever since the year 1808, when he was appointed Protector of 
.said district and Indians. 

AVith respect to Mr. Hilhonse's complaint of the trafficking of the Postholders and others, the 
annexed lleport fully answera 

And it is inconsistent to think that the Indians would desert the Post in consequence of people 
resorting tliither for the pui^pose of purchasing whatever articles of traffic they might have to dispose 
of, and if they were not fairly paid for the s<ime, without doubt they would lay tlieir complaints liefore 
the Pi'otectoi*. 

The Indian Captains, which Mr. Hilhouse asserts to be appointed by the Postholders, are J^ 
ilianietrically opposed to the fact, at all events in the Pomerocjn district, where no deviation lias been 
practised contrary to the ancient established custom of leaving the choice of their Captains to the 
tril)es themselves (whenever a vacancy occurs). Their choice generally is either a son or brother of 
the deceased Captain's. 

And, furthe]-, with respect to what Mr. Hilhouse asserts that they are unable to procure Indians 
for pul)lic service when required, your reporter makes reference to Governor Codd's instructions to 
Major Fraser in 1813 to procure 2o0 Indians; upwards of 300 were procured in course of a few days, 
and again in 1S23, when the peace of the Colony was endangered, double tlie number of Indians sent 
for by order of Major Bean assembled at plantation Henrietta. 

This fullv refutes the assertion. 

Mr. Hilhonse's charge against the Post autlun-ities of indulging and encouraging the Indians in 
habits of debauchery is a very serious charge, and ought not to be believed, unless proofs were brought p 
forward by whom it lias been i)ractised, and the Postholder of your reporter's district gives the most 
jKJsitive and indignant denial to such a charge. 

The j)etitioner's remarks resi)ecting the uncpialified distribution of the i)resents your reporter is 
totally at a loss to comi)rehend, as the old system of distributing the presents lias always been adhered 
to, and the Indians contented with the same. 

(Signed) (J. H. TIMMP:ilMAN, 

IIs.srqnil)o, Jainmrif 26, 1833. Prufcctor of the Fndiayis, 



\o. 704. 
The lU'c. L. Struar/ to LvufffRant-Croirrnor Sir B. DTrbmi. 
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< Extract.) St. Matthcivs Ilirtorff, Dfimrai'ii, Fchrnari/ 12, 1833. 

IN compliance with your Excellency's wishes, I now endeavour to lav before yon a brief 
fluinmaiy of the proceeding's and prospects of the Mission to the Indians inhabiting the Eseeqnibo 
and Massaruni Rivers, commenced within the year 1831, under thr kind auspices of your Excel- 
lency, by Mr. John Armstrorrg, Missionary Catechist from the Church of England Missionary 
Society. Hie primary object upon receiving the grant of land from your Excellency on Bartica 
Point was the erection of a suitable building for the assembling of a congregation, the instruction 
of (thildren, and his own residence, which he has effected in the completioir of a building 40 feet 
square, and which has ever since been in use for the above purposes. Dni-ing the time occupied 
in tliis, and cleaning some roods of land from the trees and brushwood that covered it, 
Mr. Armstrong seized every opportunity of gaining the confidence of the Indians, whom he 
chiefly employ Cil, and laying bef(n-e them the simple purpose of his taking rrp his residence ^ 
among them. 

As soon as the liirilding was completed, Mr. Armstrong opemnl it for Divine Avorehip every 
Sunday, and it has ever since been attended by the neighbouring free coloured people to the 
average number of fifty or sixty, besides occasionally a few Indians. 

Mr. Armstrong has also regularly visited settlemeirts of Indians in the Essequibo and Massa- 
runi Rivei*s alternately every week, expcmnding the Scriptures and explaining the fall, the nature, 
and the condemnation of sin, with the redemption of mankind, to some in English, to others 
through arr iirterpreter in the (^reole Dutch; he does also visit their sick, attend funerals, and 
furiiish them with- medecines. The great obstacle that presents itself to })e overcome is the 
ignorance of the Indian languages. Some of them can converse fluently in the Creole Dutch, 
but three tribes of Irrdians immediately contiguous speak diverse languages, so that having 
become the nraster of one, it is little or no assistance to the acquirement of another. Your 
Excelleircy is also fully aware how thinly scattered the Indians are on the banks of these rivers p 
and their tribrrtary streams. The scattered settlements until you advance far to the interior 
varying from four to eight, twelve, twenty, thir-ty, or upwards in \\w number of their 
inhabitants. 

Mr, Armstrong being extremely desirous of visiting the settlements situated higher up the 
river, in the month of September last proceeded in his canoe five <lays' journey up the Cuyirni 
River, but fen* the want of provisions was obliged to return. He met with many Indians who 
were extremely friendly aird fully aware of his purposes to instrirct them and their children. He 
coiiver"sed with some who came, they said, from a settlement of 200, about five days' journey 
higher up the river, under the rule of a Chief who had emigrated from Venezuela, they also 
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V stetocl that be and tbev "wished for a teaelier or doiniuie to reside with them. Three Indian bovR 
then petitioned their parents for permission to accompany Mr. Armstrong down the river and 
reside with him at the Mission house, to which they readily conceded, and the children are at 
present with him. 

In December last the Mission daily school at Bartica consisted of fourteen children, seven ol 
whom were Indians, two Caribs, two Ackois, three Arrowhawks, being some of each tribe, speaking 
their several languages, and thus aflFording Mr. Aimstrong the opportunity not only of acquiring 
many words in such languages, but also giving him the hope, under Divine blessing, of training 
up future interpreters to their respective nations. I should add that one of these boys, an An-ow- 
hawk Indian, is reading in his English Testament and writing copies in a book. 

In December last an additional missionaiy arrived from the (^urch Missionary Institution at 
Islington to join Mr. Armstrong at Bartica Point, to which situation your Excellency was pleased 
upon application to license and appoint him, i.e., Mr. Thomas Youd. Since which time Mr. Arra- 

B strong has determined on leaving the station at Bartica Point under the charge of Mr. Youd, and 
proceeding himself up to the head of the Essequibo River in order to ascertain the exact situation 
of that more numerous and poweiful tribe of Indians, the Macoosie nation, as also to make known 
the glad tidings of the Gospel, and endeavour to obtain their good-will for the settlement of 
missionaries among them. 

From the experience of tlie Moravian missionaries during their labours among the Indians in 
Berbice and Surinam, the gi-eater part of the last ceatury (as already laid before yoiu' Excellency), 
we perceive that there are no gi-eat difficulties placed before zealous and persevering missionaries 
on the part of the Indians themselves, and from the testimony of a gentleman who has lately 
visited the Indians in the Oronook, and on the Spanish frontier, at the head of the Massaruni and 
Cayuni Rivers, I learn that at one time there were no less than 20,000 Indians assembled to profit 
by the instnictions of the Spanish priests, but that from the lack of proper instruction and care, 

p their numbei-s are reduced to 3,000, now settled in Venezuela, chiefly at the head of the Cayuni 

^ River. 



No. 765. 
Quarterly Itdurn oj the Fomerooii Pod for the Months July. Awjiist^ and September 1833. 
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Sitndai/, July 14. 

CAPTAIN .fUAN, Avith twenty followers, arrived at Post on his way to Lima. Gave 
refreshment. 

MoTiday, July IT). 

(Japtain Juan left Post, (-aribiso ('aptain John came to Post on visit. Received refresh- 
ment, and left. 

Tuesday^ July 23. 
( 'aptain Juan arrived from the coast, and proceeded to Morokko. 
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Monday, Jxdy 29. 
Carib Harry and family came to the Post. Several Indians very sick with colds and fever. 

Wednesday ^ July 31. 
K Six Indians left the Post on leave for the recovery of their health. 



Thursday y August. 1. 
Buck Daniel and people called and proceeded up the river. 

Tuesday y Avqust 6. 
(jarib John and followers called. Had refreshment, and proceeded to Morokko. 

Friday, Auyioit 9. 
J. Viellenueve, a white Frenchman, arrived from 'JVinidad and Oronoque. Exhibited a 



F 



passport. 



Thursday, August 15. 



Captain Juan called at Post, begging for medicines, sugar, &c., for his people, whom he 
declared to be very sickly, suffering from tjbe general influenza. 

Saturday, August 1 7. 

Arowak (Japtain Hendrick and Daniel, with respective followers, called at Post, and received 
r ^freshment. 



51 

Monday, Aug^ist 19. A 

Carib Bucks called and received refreshment on way np river. 

Wednesday y August 21. 
Arawack Thomas and party called, and received refreshment and proceeded, 

Siniday, August 25. 

WaiTow Captain Cymon and party arrived, bringing the staff of his brother, Captain Francis, 
who died last week. Spanish bucks called and received refreshments. Sick Indians returned to 
the Post. 

Monday, August 26. B 

Cymon and people left Post. Arowaks arrived, took refreshment, and proceeded. 

Saturday, August ."il. 
Wan'ow Ben and people came, received refreshment, and proceeded. 

Tuesday, Septemher ?>, 
Captain Juan and people called on way up the river. Gave refreshment. 

Fii^ffay, September G. 
Captain Juan called on his way to Morokko. Gave refreshment. q 

Saturday, September 7. 

The Indians Frederick Manuel and John Timmernian left the Post without leave, taking a 
conal. 

Suiulay, tieptembcr 8. 
A coloured Spaniard called on his way up the rivi*r. Exhibited his pass from Angostura. 

Saturday, Scptevd)er 14. 

Arrived (>aptain Buslmian and people who served the Post last year, complaining that he 
could not get payment of his wages. Referred him by letter to the Hon. J, Croal, Acting y\ 
Protector. Gave refreshments. 

Swulay, Siptember 15. 
Captain Bushman and people left for town. 

Tuesday, September 17. 
Arowaak John and party visited Post, and received refreshments. 

Monday, September 23. 
Captains Juan and Sabicka arrived. Received reheshment. Left the Post. 

Thursiiay, September 26. 
Captaui Juan called. Had refreshment. 

Sunday, September 29. 

Carib Hany and people came to Post, and, having received refreshment, proceeded. 

(Signed) BOXNELL TONGE, Postholder. 

Poineroon, September 30, 1833. 
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No. 76G. 
Gorernor Carmlrhael -Smyth tn Secretary of State. F 

^Extract.) Camp House, Demerara, November 9, 1833. 

I BEG, however, to suggest respectfully to you that the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty may be applied to to direct tlie return of Captain Owen to this station to survey the 
Essequibo and the Berbice Rivers, tlie first of which, in particular, is very little known, and is said 
to flow in a variety of branches through a very beautiful country, offering great facilities for 



future cultivation. 
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No 767. 

Fragmevt of Report on Indians by Wm. /ftlhouse (1834). 

A SPANISH Indians under Captain Juan. Tliese IndiauH are concenti-ated in a few miles run 

of the creek,* and are nominally Christians, being refugees from the Spanish main. They are the 
only ones in the Colony possessed of the least traits of civilization, and they have the gi'eatest 
desire to be formed into a religious community, with a resident priest of their own persuasion. I 
have carefully examined their local circumstances, and I have no hesitation in stating that a 
Mission could be here established with a certainty of success under any well-intentioned Catholic 
pastor. 

There is an extensive piece of land cleared for a chnrch and glebe in a central situation, 
and I would rec(;mmend to those parties who conceive the civihzation of the Indians either a 
political, moral or religious duty, to attempt here where there is no impediment, by the following 
means : — 

1. The appointment of Captain Juan as a Serjeant of Militia, under the superintendence of 

•w the Pomeroon Postholder, to whom he should here act as Assistant Poslholder, Avith a salary of 

"^ (500 f. on condition of his keeping the clmrcli lands in order, and preventing the unauthorized 

transit of smugglers and refugees. 

; 2. A census of the population of this district to be taken from the Itiibo to the lowest settle- 

f ment, distinguishing Christians from Pagans, prohibiting all future admissions without a specific 

licence ; and the formation of the efficient males into a militia company, under their own noii- 
i commissioned officei-s by election, and commanded by the Postholder as Captain. 

•■ 3. The erection of a church. This can be done as far as the shell goes by the Indians theiu- 

1 selves. The interior equipment or vohmtary (contribution. 

j The utmost simplicity, iu the infancy of the establishment, will l>e lUKJcssary both for the 

j erection of this and the parsonage, as the congi'egation can only contribute labour. 

4. Pjuclosing in a ring fence the space cleared for the church, including as much land as will 
feed a flock of sheep and a few cows. 
Q 5. The prohibition of all strangers from intruding into this eshiblishment without particular 

papers from either the Protector or the Governor, The interruption of the domestic privacy ot 
this establishment totally defeating its object and progress. 

6. I'he establishment in Oeorge Town of a repository for articles of Indian traflBc. There 
would then be no excuse for their huckstering in the streets, and staggering about drunk iu the 
open day to the disgrace of the police and the annoyance of the inhabitants. In most instances 
the petty gains of the Indians by sale of their articles in town are expended in the f^rog shops, 
and they return homo penniless, with fever or pleurisy to boot. There can be no charity bestowed 
on the Indians that does not conunence by keeping them at home, whatever tends to encourage 
theii- rambling propensities or to locate them temporarily on ei)ots not adapted to a permajient 
residence, is destructive both to their morals and existence. 1 reconnnend the system of passes on 
the most exclusive scale as the only modification of the aif Mcrlptum (^fleba applicable to their present 
circumstances. 
1) The soil of Morocco Creek is very fair ground, provisions are therefore abundant, but there is 

very little game or fish. The latter circumstances, though apparently disadvantagetms, is not 
really so for purposes of civilization. It obliges the occupants to (*nltivate in a much givater 
proportion than they would otherwise do, and to raise stock. The Spanish Iiidians consume veiy 
little animal food. They purchase clothes and cutlery by the sale of dried fish caught on the 
coast. They live very comfortubly within themselves, and are without exception the most 
provident, industrious, and regularly fed of any of the tribes. Yet even with them nothing like 
an exportable produce can he calculated on at i)resent. Though I am well convinced that in 
five or six yeai^s under the charge of an intelligent pastor a sufficiency of coffee, cocoa, and othei 
articles could be raised to maintain a respectable (dvi-religious ostablishment, and consume thn-e 
or four times the present amount of British manufactures. 

To the credit of these people be it spoken that for twelve or fifteen years, the period of their 

first emigi'aticm, I have not heard of a single instance of those disgraceful atrocities that daily 

E characterize the Colonial tribes, notAvithstanding the Post of Pomeroon has been till withni the 

last few montlis conducted to my certain knowledge with a laxity of probity and discipline, 

disgraceful to the (^^olony and enough to corrupt the morals of all within its influence. 

Of the Arawaaks and other tribes in the district of the Pomeroon Post I can only say that 
the last ten or twelve years has reduced them to a state of mental and physical degradation which 
has no parallel in any other European possession. 

The task of civilization if not utterly hopeless must be very slow Avith them. 
They are free men possessing by contac^t with llie negroes every vice of slavery without 
one of its reconunendations. The creeks of the Pomercon Avhere they reside present such 
eligible skulking places for the evasion of social duties under the new order, that an active 
magisterial interference is required to stop the authorization of milimited ingress and egres« in 
this quarter. 
-rji To muster the whit« burghers (which strange to say has never yet been done) and to allow of 

no communication between negroes and ln<lians excej)t under very particular precautions and 
ci rcumstances. 

I have further to ri'mark that a Post definitory of tlu^ juri.sdietion W(*stward is in<lisp<'U8«il)le, 

* i.e.f the Mornka RImt. 
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and that the Post of Pomeroon ought to be luaintaiued on a most reRpcetable footing, for weighty A 
moral and poUtical reasons. 

Beyond this the experience of seventeen years and a most intimate acquaintance with the 
Indians, under every circumstance, public or domestic, convinces me^that all the other Posts are 
decided public nuisances; extra agencies without an object, except the annihilation of the Indians 
be such. I would recommend their innnediate abolition, the nearest Burgher Captain being 
substituted in their charge as Protector, since as long as they are kept up all attempts at 
civilization must necessarily fail. 

*The Christian population of Morocco in a space of about <> miles is about 300, besides which 
there are at least 100 goers and comers to and from the Oronoque, the AVarows of which river 
carrying on a considerable trade in canoes and corials bring their craft across the savannah in one 
rainy season and return by the next, spending the interval after the sale in this creek, where they 
clear ground in payment for their subsistence. 

I have to observe with regard to these extra judicial settlements the extreme impolicy of B 
allowing interlopers from the Colony to settle without licence or object beyond that of evading 
militia duty or the payment of ilebt. They debauch the morals of the natives, and encourage the 
free population to pursue a similar plan of setting the laws at defiance. 

One of this description, .lose >Iaria Moreno is much complained of in the Morocco, where he 
is vagal)ondizing to the great annoyance of the Indians without pass or li(!ence, and without any 
ostensible means of subsistence. 

I propose the immediate reduction of the Post m Boerasiri and ilahaica, as at this time most 
pai-ticularly useless. This will fm-nish a fund for the extended support of the Morocco establish- 
ment, as I wish it to be understood that in the event of the 

(Signed) W. HILHODSE. 



• The population of the district of t)»e proposed Mission will be 700 or 800 at the least. (Note in MS). 
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Annex to No. 767. 

Muster Roll of the Compania del Tglesia or Congi-egation of the diurch in the Morocco 

( 'reek. 



Names of Settlements. 



Comacka 



Mariabba 



Tadeybo 



Acuyura • • 



Old Post, Tabla or Waremea 
Hobo . • • • 

Para . • 

Mora . • . • 



Total, 



Worows, Alapo, Coyara 



(1) Juan Barrya Domo (Captain), (2) Tr4mow, (3) Juan 
Cunou, (4) Pasqual, (5) Francisco, (6) Cleyto, (7) Mar- 
tin, (8) Cipriano, (9) Alexandre), 5 women, 8 childioii ; 

LUI'Cil •• •• •• •• •« mm 

Warrows. 
(l) Ventura Castilio. (2) Jose Hamire, (3) Juan ffuente, 

(A) Jose Nicolo, (5) Jose Toma, (fi) Manuel Torre, 

(7) Ju»n Manuel, i8) Custorio. (9) Bartola, (10) Isidro 

Sarg^, 10 women, 22 children ; total 
(I) Francisco, (2) Jose, (3) Ricaldo, (4) Modeste, 

(5) St. lago Hayeme, (6) Mi§^uel, 5 women, 9 children ; 

VvlcLl •• •« ■• «». •« •• 

(1) Bartolo, (2) Canuary, (3) Salico, (4) Btaco, (5) To- 
masico, (0) Oariba. (7) Caimariqaama, (8) tSteally, 
(9) Wonneareca. (10) Mareero, (11) Semara, (TijTun- 
geraan, (13) Stmetir, (14) St'mesemc, (15) fteraftne, 
15 women, 23 children ; tt Cal 

(1) Soneuze, (2) Fernando, (3) Gabriel Herrera, (4) Felipe 
Tromera, (5) Athanasio, 5 women, 9 children ; total . . 

(1) Bernardino, (2) Tomasico, (3) Agustru, (4) Giapara, 
(5) Manuel, (6) Culisco, ft women, 4 children ; total . . 

(1) SaAparo, (2) Cyrilo, (3) Manuel, (4) Jose Antonio, 
(5) Jose Ceto, 5 wom^'n. 8 children; total .. 

(I) Maurico, (2) Patricio, (3) Onolio, (4) Kaytano, 
(5) Ignacio, (6) Hypolito, (7) Savino, (8) Patrico, 
(9) Alf'onBs, (10) Sebastiano, (11) Pedro Juan. (12) Juan 
Boantica, (13) Thomas (Arrak), (14) Casiano, (15) 
Ubaldo, (16) Fausto, (17) Clemente, (18) Eneo, 
(19) Haimemaring, (20) Pastole Giaoome, (21) Inno- 
centio, (22) Juan Esieran, 24 women, 25 children; 

bULSi •« •• t« •• Cfl* «« 

6 men, 6 women, 8 children. 

(I) Jose Antonio Osorio, (2) Jose Ignacio, (3) Francisco 
Antonio, (4) Josef Refereno. (5) Beniardino, (6) Miguel 
Chacon, (7) Sconeceo, (8) Juan Dereo, 8 wcmien, 
14 children; total 

Warows, 5 men, 5 women, 2 childr. n. 

Total 



D 



22 



44 
20 



50 
19 
15 
18 



E 



71 



30 



V 



289 



Of whom Christian effective males, 72. 



Joseph Medinos, Jose Maria Moreno, the former resident here by permission of Mr. Timmerman for three years^ sober and 
industrioiu. The latter a few months only, an idle, disorderly vagabond with no licence or character, much complained of by the 
Indianf. 



Note. — This census taken by me personally in October 1833. 
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No. 7(58. 
Captain Ton/jfc to Goirrnment Secretm'y, 

Sir, Pomerooii, Fehrnui^ 22, 1834. 

jV I HAVE the houour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Lieiitenant-Govenior, 

that, in compliance with his commands, I proceeded upon the 19th instant up Alorocco Creek to 
the residence of Captain Juan Aguilar, and having collected as many of the Indians as the 
unfavourable state of the weather would pennit, I iirst explained, and then presented in form, 
his Excellency's commission to Captain Juan, and have pleasure in stating that it was universally 
received with respect and gratitude. After the ceremony I proceeded to examine into the 
diflFerence between Captain Juan and the man Jose Moreno, alias Pepi ; but, finding neither party 
anxious to push matters further, I had the satisfaction, in a few minutes, to see them shake hands, 
with great apparent cordiality, and I trust the affair will here terminate. I, however, consider 
it but justice to Captain Juan to add, that his statement of Moreno being an interloper, and 
having come to his settlement without a pass, is not untrue» as it has been clearly proven to me 
and confesse<l by Mortnio himself, that he only came to Morocco from Demerary, for the first 
time, in June last, and lia.* since been living with an old Indian woman, whose young daughter 

B he has lately taken as a AAnfe. His statement to Colonel CVoal of hai'ing resided sixteen years 
in the Creek, and having a large family, is consequently a falsehood. 

With respect to the distance and means of communication between the Post and Morocco 
Creek, you will be pleased to inform his Excellency that, from the Post to Juan's settle- 
ment, to the best of my judgment, it does not exceed 30 miles, and that I performed the journey 
in a comfortable tent-coiial, with gi-eat ease, in six hours and a-half, including a rest of three- 
quarters of an hour on the way. 

I have further to state, for the information of his Excellency, that .luan has abandoned the 
intention of building the church on the east bank, and has erected the frame within 50 yards of 
his own house on the west bank of the creek, and, if I should not be considered presuming in 
venturing an opinion, I humbly think that if his Excellency were to gi-ant a tract of land of 
certain depth from about a mile or two above the church extending down the west bank as far as 

p Para, or even as far as Hiniara Creek* fas laid down in Hilhouse's Chart) it w^ould be amply 

^ sufficient for all the piu'poses Captain Juan or iiis people can require. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' BONNELL TOXGE. 
T. C. Hammill, Esfi., 

Acting Government Secretary. 

* By the Indians calleU " Hiniara Cabara/' (Note in AfS.) 



•I 

. ^ Minute on above by Governi/f Cannicfiael'Smifth. 

I 

You may have a grant of the land, as recommended by Captain Tonge, and to no gTeater 
extent made out to Lieutenant-Colonel Dougan, or the Fiscal for the Esseqaibo district, for the 
time being, to Lieutenant-(Jolonel Croal or the Protector of Indians at the Pomeroon and in its 
vicinity for the time being, and to Captain Tongo or the Postholder at the Pomeroon and Morocco 
stations for the time being, to have and to hold for the use of the Indians inhabiting the country 
in the neighbourhood of the Morocco Creeks, and subject to such rules, regulations and enact- 
ments as at present are in force or in future may be ordained by the Governor and the Coui-t of 
Policy upon the subject. 

(Sicrned) J. CAKMICHAEL-SMYTH. 

March 11, 1834. 

E 



No. 7(i9. 

Extract from the Minutes of the Court of Policy, ^th March, IS'M. 

THE Honourable Member Mr. Bean requested to call the Court's attention to the subje<;t of 
the triennial presents whidi hitherto it had been customary to bestow on the Indians, He was 
niformed that the period of giving the presents had been passed over last year. It was entirely 
a question of poUcy whether this custom of giving presents to the Indians should be continued or 
; r not ; but unless the Court could come to the determination not to continue the practice, 
it was necessary to make some provision for this object before the meeting of the conibinefl 
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The Court, having deliberated iipoa the present remarks made by the Honourable Member, A 
resolved, after mature consideration, to place on the respective estimates the following 
item : — 

Provision for promoting industrv amongst tlie Indians within this territory — for Demerary and 
Kssequibo, 25.000 f. ; for Berbice, 5.000 f. 



Xo. 770. 

R 

E.I tract fro)u the, Joni nnl of Pomeroon Post for the months of May ami Jmie 18.S4. 



Monday, May 20. 

Weather- showery. Passed out schinmer '• Kaglc " and ^' Anna Keg^ua " boat. Party ot 
Caiibs visited the Post. 

Sunday y June 1 . 

Rain. Arrived and passed up schooner ''Catherine." Passed out Coffee Grove boat. Q 
Dr. AVright visited the Post and proceeded to town. Arrived and passed up schooner " Jane." 
Captain John and Caribs from llazeroony called. Received refieshments, and proceeded to Wynie ; 
served allowance. 

Sftturday, June 7. 

Weather fine. Amved and passed up Coffee Grove boat. Villeneuve, a Frenchman, 
anived from Angostura and Trinidad. Exliibited passport. Gave him pork, rice, and fish. 
Proceeded to the cotfst. Received from Dumbarton Castle sixty bunches plantains, Avith notice 
from Mr. Elliott that his plantain walk had totally failed, and he could not continue the supply, 
but would deliver at the Post free of cost such quantities of rice or corn-meal as might be required 
at town cash prices. Conditionally accepted, and wrote to Mr. Croal for his approval, but as yet 1^ 
received no answer (8th July, 1H;'J4). 

Sunday, June \o. 
Fine. Captain .Juan and people (jailed. Gave refreshment: *»erved allowance. 



Thursday, June 19. 
Fair. Captain Larose and party of Indians called and received refreshment. 



Friday, Ju/iie 27. 
Weather fine. Passed out Mr. Chandler's boat. Captain Juan arrived at the Post. 



i>fiturday, June 28. 

Fine. Served allowance. Mr. Hilhouse went to Morocco with Juan. ^ 

(Signed BONNELL TOISGYL PosthoULer. 

Post P(ytaeroon, July 1, 1834. 
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No. 77 J. 

Extract from the Minutes of tlie Covrt of PoUrtf, \Mh July, 1834. 

j^ HIS Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor laid over a letter addressed to him from the 

Reverend J. T. Hynes, which his Excellency directed the Secretaiy to road, containing what 
follows : — 

j His Excellency Major-General Sir J. Carmicliacl Smyth, (\B., &c., Lieutenant -Ciovenior ami 

j Commander-in-chief : 

i 

Sir, Georgetmmiy Jv.ly 10, 1834 

1 I feel it a duty to communicate without delay to yoiu' Excellency what I have just learned 

1 from a pereon who has been recently up the River Demerara of the feelings of the Indians in that 

quarter towards the aiithorities and white population «)f the (^olony. He descrilies them as hfAu^ 

greatly incensed, and expressing strong resentment on account of the discontinuance of tht* 

annual presents to them, and has heard some of the most intelliorent and influential amongst thom 

g declare that, in case the negroes revolt, tliat they (tht* Indianw) will assist them. The whit(»s. they 

say, have done them no service ; this country is theirs, they have their own laws, and wish not the 

whites to govern them. He has heard the nogi-oes in the neighbourhood of the Indians 'remark, 

"that, if their present masters expect that they will work for them after their emancipation, they 

will be grievously disappointed." 

\ Yom* Excellency may have more correct infonnation of the state of feelings of the Indiaus 

! and others in the quarter to which this communication has reference, but as nothing of a similar 

•j dangerous tendency has hitherto come within my knowledge, I feel T would not be doing my 

i duty as a citizen if I withheld for an instant the earliest intimation of that which (if true) may ro 

j sericmsly affect the peace and well-being of the (>)lony. 

I liave, &c. 



.. 1 
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(SJLrned) JOHN THOS. HVXES. 



Xo. 772. 
Postholdn' Tunge to Goccriinunf Sturcfarg, 



(Extract.) PoHt Pomeroon, AuguM 28, ]8o4. 

RESPEL'TINCt the subject you mentioned to me in town, namely, having an officer to super- 
intend the Indian establishments, the more I think of it the more i am (convinced that such an 
appointment would be of the gi-eatest advantage to the Colony in many points of view. In saviiii; 
of expense, for instance, what might not be gained by such an ottiee'r simimoning the dittorent 
Postholders once a quarter to (Georgetown, and there issuing for the respective Posts the jn-ovi- 

]j sions actually requisite for the Indians there (»stal)lish(Ml, raking eare. by monthly visits, t(» 
ascertain that rations were drawn for only the actual number tloing duty. Such things do exist 
to my knowledge as drawing full rations for only two or three Indians. Could I be so fortunate 
as to be appointed to such a situation (although with the highest st'iise of gi-atitude to yon, 
believe me, I am happy and contentt^d with my lot), I really think that I could make myself »>f 
more utility to his Excellency and the (Colony than it is at pr(»sent in my power. 

I am certain that it will aftbrd you pleasure to hear that the dreaclext 1st August passed over 
happily and quietly. I visited the negroes (about 2r)0) of tlu^ different estates, and havin<)f 
explained the laws and read his Excellency's PnK'lamation. Avas happy to find that all Avas 
•'content and quietness.*' They have all agreed to do nenrly the same work as formerly, and 
take their Satiu'day. The employers as well as the labourers appear e(pially satisfied, and I have 
no complaints on either side. Many of the people finish their tasks by 12 o'clock, and I am happy 
to find that all their leisure time is employed in thcHr prox-ision gi'ounds. They are all aware of 

E the misconduct of the labourers on the coast, and say they were fools. I had a letter from 
Mr. Pickersgill, who lives about 70 miles up the river, stating that his women and some of hi^ 
men had not only refused working, but refused going before any Magistrate, excepting one in 
town. He has sent them to the coast ; but 1 cannot be surprised, knowing that his establishment 
is the Botany Bay of Demerary. All that are ineorrigibh^ in t<»wn and gaol birds are the peeple 
he employs — many for no wages. ^Yhen I came down last n)onth we had two rascals from 
Mr. Albouy sent to Pickersgill, who came on board, and remain(*d in handcuffs. One scamj) 
threatened to scuttle the schooner. 

I have not yet heard from or seen Mr. Coleman, and am at a loss to know how he inteiulR 
managing this district. Should it be m contemplation to add additional Justices for the river, 1 
should feel most happy if 1 could have my old eoadjutoi-s, Messrs. Smith and Pickersgill. This, of 
coui'se, I only presume to hint. 

^ ' (SimuHl) r>()X\ELL TOXCiK. 

P*S, — Pray infonn me win* am \ to api)ly to as ])rote(;tor — ]\Ir. H<»se or ('roal? 
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No. 773. 

I 

Lu'vtvnaat-GonriUfr (*nriii'u'har1'S)n}/th to Serrdtny of Stafc. 

(ExtrJU't.) (-a nip Hoii>n\ Ikmvraro^ Stytemher 17, 1834. 

WITH reference to the Memorial of Mr. WilHani HillhonRe, dated the 26th February, and A 
forwarded to me in your despatcli of the 30th July, I have the honour to report as follows. 

2. On the 28th October, 1833, about eleven months ago, I received a Memorial from the 
Hev. Mr. Hynes, a Catholic clergyman residing in Georgetown, Avherein he stated that between 
800 and 400 Spanish Indians had been settled for some time (about twelve years it appears) upon 
the Morocco Oreek, within the temtory of this colony ; that he had lately had occasion to visit 
th(^m ; that he had baptized seventy-eight of their children, and united two couples in matrimony ; 
that the said Spanish Indians wen* desirous of having a Catholic priest resident amongst them ; 
that he entreated of me to assist them in procuring a Oitholic ])nest, and in granting to him a 
salary ; that the said priest would l)e the proper person to exenrise (?ivil as well as religious 
authority over his flock ; and that until such a priest could be procured, he requested that some 
hiv pei-son might be appointed to take charge of the Spanish Indians in question. He also 
requested that a certain tract of coimtrv, the bonndaries of which lie described, might be granted 
for the use of the said Catholic Indians. -t> 

3. In my reply to the Rev. Mr. Hynes, which is dated the 29th October, the very next day to 
the date of his Memorial, I informed him that I would give th(» subject an early consideration ; 
that I would order due inquiiy to be made with respect to the people in question; that I could not 
immediately say what it might be pn)per to do ; but that the interests of humanity recjuired that 
these Indians should not be allowed to relapse into barbarism. 

The (at that time) Acting Colonial Secn^ary, Capt-iiin Haunnill, published, without any 
particular instructions from me, the application from the Rev. Mr. Ilynes for the grant of land for 
these (^atholi<* Indians. , All applications for grants of land are publishe<l, as a matter of course, 
in the Roynl (}azt*tte in order that parties interested in opposing such gi*ant may have an 
oppoi-tunity of stating tlieir objections. It appeared upon investigation that the extent of ground 
applied for amounted to no less than l,2")0s(piare miles. My answer to this part of the proposition, 
*and Avhich answer is dated the Nth .lanuary, 1834, was that I could not entertain such a r\ 
l)etition. That insufficiency of ground to build a chapel and a small village for the creole Spanish 
refugees might have been taken into consideration, but the province^ asked for was beyond all 
bounds. 

4. In the meanwhih% in compliance with my answer of the 29th October to the Rev. Mr. 
11 J lies' Memorial of the jm^cetling day, I sent (Captain Tonge, the Postholder of the Pomeroon 
Post (situated abimt 30 nules from the Morocco Creek) to insj)ect the Indian (establishment in 
<[ue.stion, and to report to me fully upon the subject according to instructicms with which he was 
furnished, (.''aptain Tonge was, moreover, intrusted with a commission for the Senior Morocco 
Indian, Captain Juan Louis Aguilar, ai)pointing him to be Captain of the Morocco Indians, 
(^iptain Tcmge's Report to me is dated the 22nd February, and is a ))lain manly document. I 
beg to inch)se a copy of it.* Upon rect^i[>t of this Report I order(»d, on the 11th March, a gi*ant 
to be made (mt, but only to the limited extent as recommended by Captain Tonge for the use of 
thes(^ Morocco Indians. The gi*ant I directed to be made out in the names of the Sheriff for the I) 
time being of the Esseqnibo district, of the Protector of Indians of the Pomeroon district (which 
includes the Morocco Creek) for the tinu* being, and of the Posthohler of the Post at the Pomeroon 
for the time being. These gentlemen are to have and to hold the gi-ant for the use of the Indians 
inhabiting the ccmntry in the neighbourhood of the Morocco Creek, subject to such rules, regula- 
tions, and enactments a« at jn-esent are in force, or in future may be ordained by the Governor 
;ui<l the Ctmi-t of Policy upon the subject. 

o. In further explanation of the subject. 1 beg to lay before you an extract of a Minute of 
mine, dated the 29th March, and addressed t<» tlie Acting Colonial Secretary, and which will 
explain my views as to the future steps to be taken with these ^lorocco Indians. 1 also beg to 
n-fer vcm to tlie documents inclosed in my despatch No. 20 of the 1st September, wherein ycm will 
jierceive that 1 have expressly solicited the aid of two additional catechists or assistants for the 
Catholic priest, in the same manner and to the same extcMit as that of any other (clergyman and 
church within the colony. A perusal of these documents will, I tnist, bear iiu^ cmt in the assertion U 
that I have not be<*n actuated by any spirit of bigotrj', and that 1 have not been indifferent to 
the fate of tht^se Indians ; that I have granted them as much land as they could reasonably 
require : that I have appointed one of themselves under a Special Commission to be their Captain 
and Magisti'ate ; that I have applied for additional religious instructors of their oAvn persuasion , 
and that 1 have placed them under the charge and superintendence of the nearest Protector of 
Indians and of the nearest Postholder, the latter of whom has be(»n. moreover, instructed to visit 
them periodically. I have refused the grant to the ridiculous extent as apphed for, and 1 have 
de<*1ined granting to the Catholic priest any civil authority. 

I \k'm to return Mr. Hilhouse's Mi*m(»rial. 



• Sw No. 768. 
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luc'losure 1 in No. 773. 
[See No. 768, sKpra.] 



Inclosure 2 in No. 77.'>. 

Extract of a Minute, dated March 29, 1834, hi/ the LviUenanir-Governor. 

. THE tract asked for for the proposed Roman Catholic Mission is a triangle, haviug a base ot 

50 miles, and a perpentliciilar of tiie same extent. Now, as the area of a triangle is ascertained 
by multiplying the base by one-half of the perpendicular, we have 50 x 25 = 1,250 square milen 
for 350 Indians, or at the rate of about 3^ square miles for each individual. 

The thing is in itself so preposterous and extravagant th«it it vnW not bear a moment'^ 
consideration. 

In my reply of the 17 th January I have said to Mr. llynes that enough ground to construct 
a chapel and a small village might have been taken into consideration, and a part of sufficient 
extent for the above purposes, and for that of raising sufficient food for these Indians is in 
progress, and that the gnnit will be vested in the proper official gentlemen as tnistees for tlie 
Indians. 

(Signed) J. (JAllMIOHAEL-SMYTH. 
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No. 774. 

Santa Anna U/crroroona, Chief of the Araw(fbs, to Protector of India ji^h, Pomenton. 
Sir, 

BY publication of the 20th November, the lands now in cultivation of provisions at Comacka 
In the ilorocco, by Captain Juan and myself, are granted out in common to the Indians of tin* 
creek to our total ruin and detriment, if the grant is taken advantage of 

I therefore throw myself upon your protection to procur^^ a suspension of the said grant till 
such reference be made as will convince the Colonial Office of the injustice of this appropriation, 
and also that the Postholder, as heretofore, may be prohibited from vexatiously interfenug witli 
the concerns of the Indians of the Morocco (Jreek, where I am domiciliated, having purchast^l tlie 
/-I building erected for a church vnW\ its adjacent provision grounds. 
'\ ^ I am, &c. 

(Signed) SANTA ANNA KFKKIJOCOONA, his x mark, 

Arawak Nation. 
T 1 Teter liose, Esq., 

Protector of Indians for Ponieroon, (Jeorj^etown. 



No. 77r>. 
Protector of India m (Poineroon) to Government Seeretart/. 



Sir, Georgctoion, December 29, 1834. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, 

copy of a letter received from his Honour the High Sheriff, also copy of examinations taken by his 

Honour respecting the death of tlie Warrow Indian Hendrick. 

I have forwarded to the Postholder two dozen of axes, a gun, and four piecc^s of salenipores. 

amounting, together, to 14(5 f. with instructions to explain the matter ftilly to the family 
i of the deceased, as suggested in the High Sheriffs letter, a copy of which I transmitted to the 

] Postholder on tlie 25th instant. 

; (Signed) PETEK ROSE, 

I ProteHor of Indiana, Pomero(rn. 

\ To Henry Gloster, Esq., 

j Government Secretarv, &c. 

E 



Inclosure 1 in No. 775. 

Hiijh Shenf\s Office, l)ecimt}er 24, 1834 



John b Escadro, and ni presence ot the Attoniey-Ueneral, and am ot opnnon, m whicli id«» 
gentleman agrees, that there are no gi'ounds for instituting a prosecution ; but as the opposite 
party (the WaiTow Indians) appear impressed with a strong suspicion that the Indian HendricK 
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came unfairly by liis death, and the family of the deceased may feel themselves bomid to revenge A 
it unless some compensation be made, I would rf^commend some small present should be offered 
thom, on condition of their givmg up the feud ; otherwise, I apprehend from the customs of these 
people, there will be bloodshed, and, if once begun, it is hard to say where it may end. 

I should suppose a gun which may be pmchased for about 2 joes, three or fom* pieces of 
Halempores, arjd one or two dozen of axes would satisfy the family, and, in giving these articles, 
I should recommend that the Postholder be required to explain that they are not given as the 
price of blood, for we do not believe that the man was murdered, but to satisfy them of the 
interest taken in their welfare, and to prevent mischief between the two parties. I send herewith 
the documents relative to tint investigatioii into this matter, and have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. BAGOT, KS, 



Inclosure 2 in No. 77"). 
Mr. Bagot to Government Secretanj, 



No. 776. 
PuMoMn' of Hs'ieqffiho to Goirrnment Secretarif, 



XMO. i i i. 
Postholder of Jtlssn/tfiho to Government Secrfturt/, 



Sir, Post Ampa, February 15, 1836. 

I HAVE now the honour to acknowledge the receipt oi his Excellency's despatch of the 28th 
December last, which onlv mnie to haiid this dav, relative to the colonial relick Fort Kyk Overall, 

[696—6] R 
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High Sheriffs Office, December 23, 1834 
AIIQUEL, a Spanish Indian, eonfirms the evidence taken by Captain Tongc, and adds that 

Ilendrick, when he was laying* down drunk, stvid that a Warrow named Moramma broke his hand; 

no other WaiTow Indian was present at that time. 

St. Jago Heema also confirms his previous statement, and adds that the man had vomited 

before death. Did not notice if his hand was broken ; the body was laying on the side with the 

hand mider it. 

Morista also repeats the same accounts as given to Mr. Tonge. q 

Taken througli the interpreter, Jolm D'Escadro,a Spanish Indian, who states that in consequenci^ 

of the death of Ilendrick, and the reports respecting it, the Warrows threatened to kill them ; 

that they came ^^^th cutlasses and wanted to take Moristo to kill him, but we all stood up, and 

tliey went away. Tlie Captain being absent, a man named Warito took lloristo in his house and 

protected him until the Captain came, and then they went to the Post. 
Taken before me, Decenil)er 23, 18*)4. 

(Signed) GEO. BAGOT, H.S. 

To Henry Glosler, Esc^., 

Government Secretary, &c. 



D 



Sir, Post Massarooni, October 2, 1835. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 20t]i ultimo, I beg leave to inform you that 
R. Schombufgk, Esq., arrived here on the 20th September, and in compliance with his Excellency's 
request I afforded the above gentleman every accommodation and assistance my slender means 
could allow me, I hired for him a large canoe, and got hinj suitable crews of free people and 
Indians for his purpose, and have now the honour to inform you, for his Excellency's information, 
that the said expedition left this yesterday the 1st instant at hall-past 2 o'clock, P.M., in th(* 
following order. 

Corial named " Afaconochie," K. Schomburgk, Esq., Lieutenant Haining, His Majesty's Own K 
5tli Regiment, four coloured people and four Indians ; canoe named *' Benthara," M. R. Brotherson, 
four coloured people and five Indians. 

Small conal, named " Swainson."' one coloured man and three Indians, making in the whole 
twenty-four persons. 

I also have the honour to forward you a despatch from R. Schomburgk, Esq., to his 
Excellency the Governor. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOS. RICHARDSON, 

Postholder^ Essequibo. 
To H. E. F. Young, Esq., 
Government Secretary, British Guiana. 
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A situated in the River Massaroony, and shall make every possible inquiry regarding the depredations 
said to have been committed by individuals, and do all in my power to protect that as well as all public 
property in this district. 

(Signed)* ' THDS. KTC^IARDSON, 

Po^th older, J^-^secjniho. 
To H. E. F. Young, Esq., 

Government Secretary, Denierary. 
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Xo. 778. 
Pofithohlvr of Es-'^efjuiho to Goimimcnt ScrrrOn'f/. 



,Sir. J*od Am pay March 1, 18:i6. 

WITH reference to your Excellency's request of the 1st ultimo, 1 have satisfaction in informiu!,' 
you that no complaint was made to me during last month, and liaving made due intpiiry regarding your 
daspatch of the 28th December, which I only received 15th last month, 1 beg leave to state that 
Mr. John Armstrong, of the missionary establishment" in this quarter, acknowledged taking away part 
of the material of tlie old relick Fort Kyk Overall, and, on my remonstrating witli him on the act, lie 
expressed his regret, and said he should not attempt anything of th(^ kind in future. 

(Signed) ' THOS. RICHARDSON, Jnstkc of the Peace, 

lypvr EsAiUjuihOy British Guiana. 
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No. 779. 
Petition (f John Wadlej/ to Lientejiant-Gorcrnor Sir J. 0. Smt/th. 

To his Excellency Major-General Sir James riarmichael Smyth, Lieutenant-Governor and roai- 
mander-in-chief in and over the Colony of British Guiana, &c. 

The humbhi petition of John Wadley, an inhabitant of this ('oloiiy, 

1^ Hmnblv sheweth : , , . ■ . , 

THAT your petitioner for several years had two vessels employed in carrying tmiber from 
Nickerie in Surinam to the Britiflh West India Islands, and had accuuiulatod a considerable 
quantity of mill timber in Nevis and St. Kitts, when he had tlie inisfortuiK^ to h)Re the whole from 
the effects of the huiricane of September 1H34. 

That the Dutch Government havinp^, previous to that period, tlimight proper to prohibit 
British vessels going to Nickerie, where timber was conveniently obtained at a low price, and 
owing to the scarcity and high price of large timber in the cultivated parts of this Colony, 
your petitioner has hitherto been unable to renew his stock, and been obliged to abandon the trade 

altosrether. 

That your petitioner being aware that since the prohibition above mentioned the Britifih 
West India planters are compelled to import their mill timber from the foreign Colony of Puerto 
Rico and Crab Island at a much greater expense than they previous paid for it, he, yoar 
1/] petitioner, is desirous to recommence carrying timber to the islands. 

That with this view he now addresses himself to your Excellency, and begs leave to state 
that although the price obtained here for timber cut in the Rivers Demerary and Essequibo 
preclude him from anticipating any advantage from purchasing at this market, he is satisfied, 
however, from his experience in the trade, that should your Excellency l)e pleased to grant him 
permission to cut timber in the River Waycena. lu* might do so with benefit to himself, and \^nth 
the prospect of establishing a new branch of industry in the (Colony. The Wuyeena is a deep 
river and affords every con vc^iience for lading vessels, and your petitioner beheves that vessels 
from \he British West India Islands Avould resort to it in preference to Puerto Rico, where thev 

are now compelled to go. ... 

That your petiticmer has been informed that a similar jiroject was entertained about six or 
seven years ago by the late Mr. Walter Urquhart, who, on applicatiim to your Excellency's 
predecessor, Sir Benjamin D'Urban, got the promise of his Kxcellency to afford his protection to 
F any settlers' for the purpose of wood-cutting in the River Wayeena, a« the extreme western 
boundary, had been settled at home to be at Point Barima (east point of Orinoco). Your 
petitioner, therefore, humbly prays that your Excellency may be pleased to take this petition 
under vour kind consideration, and grant to your petitioner p(>rmissioii to cut Avood in the River 
Wayeena, and to afford him the protection of yonr Government on such terms niid under such 
limitations as your Excellency may think proper atid deem advisable. 

And your petitioner as in duty bound will <ver pray. 

^ ^ (Signed) JOHN WADLEY. 

GeoraetowTt, Vemerara, Apnl 2. 1S36. 
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No. 780. 

Pomeroon FosthoUhr to GovPn\07\ 

To liis Excellency IVIajor-General Sir James (■armicliael Smyth, Lieutenaiit-Govenior and Com- 
niaiider-in-cliief in and over the (.'olonv of Kvitisli Guiana. &c. 

• 

Sir, fndian Po'it of Pomeroon^ August 15, 1836. 

YOl'R Circular of the Gtli April, 183G (I only received on the 8th instant) regarding the y^ 
information your Excellency wishes to acquire of the Indian Post, and I have to answer the 
8(^veral queries put forth therein. 

Firstly, there are three tribes of Indians within twenty-four hours' journey from this Post, 
say Warrau, Arawaeks, and Carlbs. There are in all about from 700 to 800, including males and 
fcMuales. There are also about from 2(K) to 250 Spanish Indians residing about six hours' distance 
from this Post up the Morocco Cretik. 

Secondly, as to their character and demeanour, thoy are very friendly, peaceable, and, <a8 far 
as I can understand, they are quite willing for religious instructions, if offered to them, and a 
gi'eat part of them are inclined to labour, either in cutting wood, makirig staves, or otherwise, 
pai*ticularly the Spanish Indians who have located in Morocco Creek. 

Thirdlv, there are no Posts to the westward of this Post, and the nearest to the eastward is 
the Essequibo Post. 

Foiu-thly, the Essequibo Post rather exceeds the distance of 100 miles from this, and there li 
are no roads or paths by land, and no possibility of making such, as i\\e Pomeroon River divides 
lis: therefore the onlv communication is by water. 

Fifthly, the Post is situated immediately at the mouth of the Rio Pomeroon (on the west bank). 
There is no headland near this Post, or any place better calculated than where it is at present 
situated. The river is three quarters of a-milc broad, and if the Post be kept in proper order and 
judged necessary at anytime by your Excellency it could be made to prevent boats or crafts from 
passing either in or out of the river. 

Sixthly, I have been Postholder upwards of twelve months. I do not understand any of tlie 
Indian languages, but can make them understand me in the creole Dutch. I am a married man, 
and my family are residing with me at the Post. 

Sevtiiithly, I herewith furnish you a plan and section of the building belonging to the Post, 
wliich 1 can assure your Excellency are in very bad repair, so much so, that it is very uncom- 
foi-table to myself and family. There are only two medium-sized corials belonging to the ^ 
Post. 

Eighthly, w4th regard to the last presents giv(m out to the Indians, there is nothing on rec(»rd 
at tlie Post; but, on inquiry, I have ascertainiMl that ilw distribution of presents to the Indians 
was in November 1830, and I believe must have been ordered bv the Coui-t of Policv, and under 
tlie Superintendence of the then Protector of Indians, the late G. Timmerman. 

Ninthly, the nearest residence to the Post going up the river is Plantation Dumbarton (Vstle, 
the propei*ty of W. EUio, Esq., in cultivation of cotton, coffee, and plantains, which is one h(mr 
and a-quarter distant, and adjacent to that is (Jalidonia, in the same cultivation, and next 
adjoining to Calidonia is Chapel, under the direction of ilr. Bunn, the ( 'atechist : iifteen nnnutea* 
jovu-ney above that is Plutmix Park, the property of Jos. Smith, Esq., cultivation of plantains, 
and about thirty minutes above that is Land of Promise, the property of Mrs. Burnet; this 
<'ultivatioji consist of coffee and plantains, and then there are no other settlements until you arrive nx 
at a boat-building eetabhshment, which is eight hoiu-s from the Post, and some little distance 
above that there are several wood-cutting settlements. 

Tenthly. there are no other religious sects or missionary in the? river but Mr. Binm, Catecliist 
>f the Establishment Church, and must say very few of the Indians attend that place of worship, 
as they have not been invited, and they considering it confint^d to the white inhabitants and 
apprenticed labourers alone. 

And I remain, Siv. 
(Signed) AV. H. SlNCiLKTON, 

PoMthohJer. 
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No. 781. 
Extract from the MiintteK of the Court of Policy ^ Friday^ June 21^, l'S37. 

THE Honourable Mr. Rose, (ui behalf of the Financial (Joinmittee, reported that the March 

quarters accoimts had been examined and found to be con-t^ct. 

The Committee refeiTcd Wio^ following charges to the Court for decision : — 

Allowances and rations to Indiajis allowed, vnth notice to Postholders that no such issues can 

in future be defrayed by the Court. 
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jN u. < o -. 

frormimc/U Secretary to Fostholder of Esseqv.iho. 

British Guiana^ Ooverdment Secrctar?/s OJtce, 
Sir, DemerarT/, J%dy 1, 1837. 

A I AM desired by the Governor to state to you that you may proceed to take up your abode at 

Fort Island at your'convenience, and that you are very welcome to fit up any part of the old fort 
for your own accommodation, at your own expense, until some permanent arrangement can be made 
in respect to the building in question. His Excellency forbears sending you any instructions until 
the Postholders' Ordinance shall have passed. In the meanwhile, the Governor desires to receive 
fi'om you a detailed enumeration ot the inhabitants of Fort Island, and a statement of the means 
of instruction within their reach. 

Hia Excellency's idea is that the old fort is capable of being repaired and converted into a. 
gaol and court-house, &c., and I am to request your opinion upon the subject. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' H. E. F. YOUNCi, 

Garf rnmetU StiereUirjf. 

\). Falant, Es([., 
!B Postholder, Fori Isliujd. , 

No. 78;*». 

W. J. Britftn'v^ Resident Mcfji'itrnte^ to Governor Sir (J, Smyth. 

(Extract.) Flantation. Sparta, AugvM 18, 1837. 

I TAKE leave to state to you, for the information of his Excellency, that I left this estate on 
the 4tli instant, in company with the Rev. Mr. Hermant, for the pui-pose of seeing him located, 
according to his Excellency's desire, in his Mission in the Morocco Creek. The reverend gentle- 
man appears to have had considerable experience of the line of life and course of duties whicli 
Q await him in his present situation. 

A considerable number of the Spanish Indians who were located in the Morocco have now 
left it, and come to work in different places in the Pomeroon and on the coast. They will 
probably gi'adually return to their former abode when they find that the prayer of their former 
retitioDs has been practically attended to, and that a pastor has been provided for them from 
whom they may reasonably expect to receive the same paternal care, protection, and instruction 
as they were, in their vounger days, accustomed to experience from the padres of the Indian 
Missions in their native countiy. 

Mr. Hermant appeared to enter with spirit and satisfaction o\\ the duties of his charge, 
notwithstanding the aiminution of his congregation. The situation is very healthy, and quite free 
from mosquitoes, so troublesome on the coast ; the land is elevated and fertile. I hale with most 
sincere pleasure this first practical attempt of the Government in this Colony to civilize and 
Christianize any portion of the Indian population, and shall feel pleasiu'e on all occasions to 
r D contribute my best oftoris to promote the future prospeiity of this Mission. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) AV. J. BKITTAIN, ^V./'. 
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No. 784 

Observations about the Mission of Morvka {believed to l)e by Futher Hermant), 

IN the Mission of Morocco there are now no more than ten or twelve Indian tamiliej* 
residing. The others are scattered in Pomeroon, Essequibo, Waini, and even about Oronoco 
-p Rivers ; those residing in Pomeroon and Essequibo are working on the estates, some of them 
having only a little spot planted with cassava for their maintenance, and others nothing. 

2. The land of Morocco is sandy. It can afford plenty cassava for those who will cultivate. 
The soil is not very good for plantains, however, as there are many low places there can give 
sidficient crops duiing three or tour years. Yams, potatoes, rice, and every kind of roots asking 
a light soil can be cultivated with success. 1 say so nmch for the coffee. 

3. There is no house in the Mission for the residence of the pastor. 1 believe that lie must 
build it in the centre to be more able to give to the Indians residing above and below the gi*eatest 
facility to apply to him in cases of necessity. Tiie church must be placed on the same spot. 
The old house called the church is quite out of service ; with the exception of six or eight rougli 
posts of hard wood, the rest is quite spoiled by rain, negligence, and wliite ants. ISome pereous say 
that it has been built to the expenses of Mr. ililhouse ; others tell that Mr. Ililhouse has been paid 
for that by the Government. That matter must be known to the rector of the Missioji to »vve 

p him from trouble. 

4. The present Captain of the Indians, called Juan Barrigon, is settled at Tapacounia ^v^tll 
his family. This man is not at all fit for that charge, being odious to the Indians for l^i^ 
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iinivaisoiiuble BeveritY- Many persons liavo cortificd to me that he wa« a vog'ular drunkard, and A 
that tht' fliglit of the greatest Tuiinber of the IndianK from Moroeeo miiHt he attributed to hi« 
excessive abiiHes against tliem. 

f). The Indians residing iu Morocco have only a small spot planted with cassava and some 
yams. When they have some triflings to sale they bring them in Pomeroon River, where they 
i^xehauge principally for rum. 

They appeai-ed to me very unwilling to do anything for me, for, being very sick, I was 
obliged to pay them to bring me to Caledonia estate. 

G. Should his Excellency manifest expressly his will to have them settled in Morocco, there 
is no doubt that all those living in Pomeroon and P]8seqaibo should obey to his order immediately, 
and those living in Waini should come, when thev should be advised. There is no doubt also 
that if some good families were also coming from tue neighbourhood of Oronoco or from places to 
nettle there, their good exam])le for cultivation should powerfully incite the Indians to work and 
improve their situation, and if the ])opulation was increasing, the produce of that (juarter could be " 
pretty considerable. 

7. The life of the missionary shall be very laborious and very expensive in Morocco, the 
woods affording very small quantity of game, and the creek almost no fish; he shall be obliged 
to live all the year with salted provisions brought from town, and to go himself or to send a 
trustworthy person to bring them from the Post to Morocco, the Indians stealing great deal of 
things of the courrials when the owner is not present. There is no person in Morocco fit to be the 
servant of the missionary, and it is doubtful if he shall be so happy as to meet one in town who 
Hpeaks Spanish — quality very necessary. 

8. Tlie missionary considers his duty to visit the upper parts of the creek and of the 
neighbouring creeks to engage jvs much as possible the Indians to renounce to the woods and 
reside amongst their old friends for those* also who would, but couhl not, remove to Morocco 
without having consumed their land provisions ; it is also the duty of the missionary to visit and p 
make them enjt>y, with t}ie l)enefits of tlie religious instruction, all duties which cannot l>e 
fn]fille<l by himself without im-urrint;* great exi)enHes for boats, crew, provisions, &i*. 



No. 7«sr». 

Extract f TO) n a S^itpprji madr Inf (Joremor Light in Deceiiih^r Wi^H to the Court of Polictf. 

I NOW come to the main purport of my addreas. We are possessors cZ^ ^cic^o of the soil, l^ 
What iU'e we doing for the poor renniants of those who once ranged over it in full supremacy ? 
B3' the report^s of Mr. Crichton, drawn un with an accuracy and method that cannot be too 
highl}' praised, it appears the number of Indians below the falls of Essequibo on the rivers and 
creeks, not includuig those of the Morocco and Pomeroon, amounts to 680. On those of the two 
last, with their ti'ibutaries, the number is supposed to amount to 1,700. Let us take this amount 
as that of the Indians who from time to time approach our cultivated regions on the other riven; 
and creeks of British (>ui;ina. Many of the Pomaroon, Morocco, and Esse(j[uibo Indians are 
contributing l)y labour on wood-cutting and other establishments to administer to the wants oi* 
the Colony. They are acquiring, slowly, imleed, habits of civilized life, and were grciiter efiorts 
made in then- behalf, we might hereafter find them or their descendants a valuable addition to our 
population. We used these people as auxiliaries, they were useful and fiutlilid ; we made them 
presents, often misiipplied, too often baneful, l^heir influence brought much larger numbers of ^ 
Iiuliaus than at prL^sent are within our borders. It is e^^dent if some equally powerful motive 
Were presented they would again appear. We owe them a debt ; let us endeavour to repay it in a 
useful way to ourselves, but let it be beneficial to a fallen race. 



No. 786. 

JiO/nnn Ctffholu'. BMo}) to Goiurmnrnt Senrtfun/. 

Sir, January 26, 1839. ^ 

I INCLOSE, for your perusjil. and that ot his Excellency the (Jovernor Light, the account 
sent to me by Abbe Honnant (the Roman Catholic missionary of the Indians in the Morocco and 
neighbouring creeks). He came to Georgetown a few days ago for the purpose of receiving 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction from me as the Bishop in, and Vicar Apostolic of, British Guiana. I send 
you the document as I received it. I intend to visit the Mission immediately, and I hope to be 
able to add my own testimony to that of the inissionary regarding its present position and fature 
pn)spect. 

I very respectfully urge upon the (Joui*t of PoUcy and (Tovenior the great utility of sustaining 
this Roman Catholic Mission, which, according to all the testimonies and eye-witnesses (I have 
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A met with eince and before my arrival in this ('olony), ineritK tlie kind and efficient sympathy and 
patronage of our local Government. 

Yours faithlully in Christ, 
(Signed) ' WILLIAM CLANCY, 

nhp. and V. App, 

Honble. H. E. F. Yoimg. 



Inclosiire in No. 786. 
Pastor of Morocco Mission to Roman (kttholu' Bishop. 

My Ix)rd, Geortjetoinu January 23, l8o9. 

DIVINE Providence having granted to us one of the greatest blessings, by the establishment 
B of an Episcopal Vicariate, through Gregory the XVI, successor of St. P(jter, I consider it my strict 
duty to explain to your Lordship the wants of the Morocco Mission *and those of the Pastor, who 
is at the head of the laborious district. 

On my anival (4th August, 1S37) in the IForocco, I fomid no cliurch nor house for tlie 
Pastor. 

From that epoch I live, and celebrate the divine worship in a kind of shed not at all suit^ible 
for the last sacred pm*pose. A v(ny respectful representation upon that important matter, sigiud 
by twenty-six Imlians who wer(.* fathers of families and married men, was sent to his Excelleiicy 
Henry Light, Esq., with a letter from me verifying the statements and the signatures. No answer 
was ever received by me. 

Having been entirely deceived about the real position and the resonrct^s of life iu that pla(x% 
I saw very soon that I had been very wrong, in a temporal sense, in leaving the splendid, and very 
p honourable situation of Assistant Rector of the Right Rev. Dr. Smith, (.^cadjutor Bishop and Rector 
oi Port of Spain, to go into a country so lonely. Though my t-xpenses arc great, my mode (»t 
living is not much better than that of the Peons of the Spanish main ; for they have Iresh mi at 
and vegetables, which I cannot have in so desolate a place. Some liope ha<l been given to m« 
for the increase of my salary by Sir J. (>. Smyth in Xovmiber 1SH7, but he died in Febinarv 
last. . . • 

For want of means 1 have been obliged to snspi'nd my visits to Wayeeiia and BareemaRivei-s, 
and to sell everything with the exception of the chapel and clothes. 

In the aforesaid rivers there are several Spanish Indians, all Roman (ktholics : many tribes 
of Warows, Way cos, and Arawaks are presenting their children to be baptized. Having visited 
only four creeks, I baptized 180 persons, and 1 am certain that at my next visit I shall baptize 
perhaps more than that number. The captain of the Waycos, named Juan Ventura, is a Spaniard, 
and himself, and almost all his tribe, are Roman Catholics. In the only one creek of Bareema wliich 
\) I visited I met the Catholic captain and the niost of his tribe. 

Since my arrival in the Morocco ( 'ret;k, 1 l)aptized more than 2()() pi^rsons ; in ronieroon and 
the Arabian coast, about 25 ; which, with the number of those baptized in my visit to Wayi'ciui 
and Bareema, give an amount of 355, and 30 couples. 

The population of Morocco Creek can be estimated at least at (iOO adults of both sexes, abnost 
' all Spanish, the othei's Indians (Arawaoks) are all (Jatholics, and very nnu;h attached to the Romau 

# creed. Your Lordship will see by this report the m-gent necessity of a church, which may contain 

at least 200 attendants, which is the regnlar number, and sonitstimes more. 

As pastor, I am obliged to live, and support people to work on the'tjurials when I visit dishuit 

eirts of the Mission. This is an increase of my expenditure, which my very small salajy from 
overnment does not allow me to continue in futnn.', unhiss an increase be voted bv the Court of 
Policy and combined Court, 

The Superintendent of Essequibo, Pomeroon, and ^lorocco Creeks and Rivers promised lately 
E to represent the above matters '^about two months ago ; but, availing myself of the presence of the 
worthy shepherd of the Catholic flock in British Guyana, it is my duty to apply to your Lordsliip 
aa the head of our holy church in th's country. 

I remain, &c. 
(Si.i,med) APOLLLNAIRE HERMANT, 

Ji, C. Factor of Morocco Mhsioft. 
To his Lordship the Sight Reverend Doctx)r Clancy, 
Bishop of Oriense and Vicar Apostolic of British 
Guyana, &c. 



Xo. 787. 
r Missionary Yoiid to the Governor, 

May it please your Excellency. Geonjetown^ Demerara, March 6, 18ii9. 

I RECEIVED your Excellency's kfnd answer to my letter of the 8th October last, for Avhich 
I most sincerely thank you, inasmuch as I am assured of your Excellenc^-'s good will toward 
the cause I have in hand, viz., the welfare of the Indians in the interior of this highly-faronrHd 
Colony. 

Since my last to you, I have visited the Indians who lie still further south of Pii-ai'a, from 
whence I last wrote, and between the Rivers Essequibo and Rupmrnny, in the undoubted Englisli 
territory. 
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The differeut tribes which 1 have met are the Macusie, Wapi«hana, Attorie, aud Taruma \ 
nations, but south of all those the Wie-Wie tribe are settled upon the source of the Essequibo, 
to which time did not allow me to go ; however, I expect they Avill come down to the settlement, 
which (with your Excelleiu'y's pleasure) I purpose to make on the eastern side of the Rupununy 
Rapids, in 3° 26' north latitude, and oO*^ 40' west longitude, near the Canuku Mountains. This 
Hpot of land, called Urwa (from the name of the palm that grows luxuriantly upon it), differs 
altogether from the baiTen soil which characterizes the whole of the Siivannahs and forests through 
which I have passed, and is remarkably suitable for the cultivation of plantains, yams, &c., being 
of a blood-red clay, very retentive, and will last for years without much manure. This, I must 
say, with the exception of the CaraAvemer Mountains, is the only land that I can conceive to be fit 
for cultivation and a Mission stand. 

I do not think that there will be any possibility of bringing the Indians lower down than 
the above place for the present, and, therefore, shall thankfully content myself to labour imder 
your Excellency's protection at and near Urwa Rapids, and shall deem it a great point achieved " 
if, under God, they come from so great a distance in the interior to settle beside me at Urwa 
Ha[)id6« which, to some, will be a distance of 160 miles. 

Those of the different tribes whom 1 have seen, being 1,8(K), and those as yet unvisited, 
including those about Pirara and the mountains near, I am persuaded amount to 2,000 or 
iij>ward8 m number, for whose conversion and instruction I would most earaestly pray and 
labour. 

I have ah'eady verbally stated to your Excellency with what jealous eye some of the 
Brazilians look upon me as a Protestant missionary, fearing that all their capturing expeditions 
will liave to come to an end, and that they will finally lose some of their fancied possessions; but 
that all may be well, with regard to myself and the Indians, I wcmld humbly request the following 
favour, and ask one or two necessary questions for my future guidance : — 

1. That your Ex<;ellency will favour me with a letter of protection, with a Pcu'tuguese /i 
translation, giving me authority to (continue the work of instntction amongst the Ma<ns^e tribe of 
Indians living at Pirara and the mountain near, at least until the boundary-line is defined, as also 
among the other tribes alread}' jnentioned, who live on the bordere of the Esse(]nibo and Rupununy 
lh"vei*s. 

2. That I maybe permitted to form a Missionary settlement on the eastern side of Rupununy 
near Urua Rapids, in 3^ 26' north latitude and 58° 40' west longitude, and there to collect as 
many (►f the Macusie, Wapishana, Attorie, Taruma, and Wie-Wie Indians as may choose to settle 
on the station for the purpose of bringing them into our body, in order (under God) to further 
their tem])oral as well as their spiritual Avelfare. 

3. Whereas, for many years past, several Indians in authority (called (.^aptains) liave been in 
the habit of selling Indian slavcK, ouv oi whom, in December last, of the Pai-acota tribe, from 
tlie Brazilian territory', brought over to the Macueies a number of slaves, desiring to sell them, 
having some intention to eross over land to the (.^orentyn River, as usufil, for such an object. [) 

I made it my business to go and meet liim at a small village called Awarra, near the Canuku 
Mountains, and 10 miles south of Pirara. and assumed authority ap from your Excellency to stop 
any such practice being canned on, and told him that he should not sell those that he had 
hroiight, and if ever he brought any more I should surely take them from him, and set them at 
lil)tTty. If ever such a practice shouhl again be attempted by any Indian, may 1, in your Excel- 
lency's name, stop its progi'ess? 

4. As Pirara for the present is a sort of neutral place, as unknown to what nation it belongs, 
if any Indian or family in this interval of uncertainty wish to come and settle beside me at the 
aforementioned place, called Urua, whether from Pirara or the Savannah near, between the 
<'anuku and Pacaraima chains of mountains, what must I say to them? May I receive them or 
not ? and will they be protected by your Excellency from being assiiulted or taken l)ack by the 
Brazilians or any other Power? 

I desire, ^vith your Excellency's pleasure, to depart again for the interior on Tuesday i'^ 
morning next. 

1 remain. &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS YOi:i). 



No. 7S8. 
Journal of Superintendent of Rivern and Creeks of Ksseijuibo from Jainiavy to Api^il 1839. 

Junnanf 25. — Rei^eived verbal orders from his Excellency the Governor in the matter cf ^ 
-hunes Campbell and other squatters at the mouth of the Morocco Creek, viz. : — 

" That their residence could only be considered as temporary, and that it further depended 
on no complaints being brought against them by the Indians, for debt or otherwise, and totally 
abstaining from the introduction and sale of rum or other spirituous liquors, and to consider 
themselves as being liable to be removed at any moment hereafter.'' 

January '21. — Left Georgetown in a boat by myself, and reached Sans-Souci in the 
night. 

January 28. — My corial, which I had directed to joui me here, arrived in the moiniug, and, 
after breakrast, proceeded to Ampa, where I arrived at 4*30 p.m. Found all well. 
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^V January 20, 30, ol, and February 1, at Ampa, repairing my corial. 

February 2. — Proceeded to the Masseroeni, and found all quiet. No complaints. 

February 2. — Went to the Grove on my return. Being Sunday, attended Divine service, and 
returned to Ampa in the evening. 

February 4. — At Ampa. 

February ;'). — Left Ampa, and proceeded to Fort Island. Found no complaints within my 
jurisdiction. 

February 6.— Proceeded to Hog Island, and gave the parties (squattei's) mentioned m my 
last report notice to quit. They solicited some time. Allowed thorn one month. Thence to t\w 
residence of Mrs. Hartog, who had complained that certain of her late apprentices occupied a 
portion of her land without her consent, and that they had refused to work for her wages. The 
parties being absent, defejred the matter until my return from Pomeroon. 

Proceeded to the Klip, where a complaint was preferred by William Lanffennan, a labourer. 
B ii^ the employ of P. Horan on Sari Pa Pa, against Favorite Africa, also in the same employ, for 
assault, viz. : — 

William Lanffernian deposeth, that on Sunday, the 3rd February instant, while proceeding 
on the business of his employer. Favorite Africa came behind him and knocked him down with a 
blow of his fist on the side of the head, without any provocation on the part of deponent. 

(Signed; WiLLTAM Lanffforman, his x nmrk. 

Sworn before me this <Uh February at the Khp, 18H1^ 
(Signed) William Crichton, 

Superintendent and S.J.P. 

C Ts8ued summons to Favorite Africa to appear at the Klip at 1) a.m. to-morrow to answer the 

above complaint. 

Feb)*uary 7. — Proceedhigs in the matter of complaint by William Lanfterman against Favoriti- 
i . Africa for assault, viz.: — 

Favorite Africa Wris brought up in charge of a constable, and the complaint read over to 
' him, when he pleaded " Not Guilty." 

■ J William Laniferman, the complainant, called and sworn : — 

Says he knows tlie prisoner. That on Sunday, the 3rd instant, Mr. Muuro, the manager, 
called him to go and shove off' a punt that was laying bad at the water- side. He was coming froDi 
his house. He Kiw the man, Elias Brunei, also coming when he passed prisoner. PriBoner called 

him. He said ** Yon ." Complainant asked, ** What's the matter ? " Prisoner said complainant 

iJ was on his finger, meaning that he was under his authority. Prisoner then camo behind com- 

--^ plainant and knocked him down. Gave prisoner no provocation. 
^ Prisoner declined putting any (question to this witness. 

Elias Bnmel, a witness for the prosecution, called and sworn : — 

Says he knows the prisoner was coming behind complainant, when he saw the prisoner, who 
was in the middle, or between witness and complainant, give complainant a blow wnich knocked 
him down. 

Did not see complainant strike the prisoner first. Complainant did not offer to strike 
prisoner ; no. Complainant did not use any bad language to prisoner. 
i Prisoner declined putting any questions to this witness. 

Cupido, a witness for the defence, called and swoni : — 
Says he knows the prisoner. Saw prisoner shove the complainant down. 
Prisoner, in his defence, said he only shoved the complainant down. Had no further 
defence. 
^ Sentence, '• Guilty ; '' fine, 8 guilders, which, being paid, prisonei- was released with an 

; admonition to be more careful with his fist in future. 

(Signed) William Crichton, 

Superintendent and SJ.P. 
Klip^ County of Fiisetjuibo^ February 7, l'S;-i9. 
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Alter >vhich a complaint was preferred by William T. Munro, the manager of Sari I'a 1*«^ 
against the labouring man Cyrus, living o!i Big Troolie Island, viz. : — 

First, for having taken away fi*om the Indian Arian and others in a forcnble manner a large 
corial, my property, value H80 guilders. 

For having injured the same while using it in can*ying materials or otherwise in such a 
manner that a master carpenter, who is well acquainted ^v^th the said corial, declared he would 
^ not put her in the same order ior less than iJ joes. 

For having come to my residence at Sari Pa Pa and there abushig me in a most gross and 
insulting manner regarding the said corial until 1 was obliged to order a constable to sec the said 
man Cyrus from the water-side into his corial. 

And f(n' declaring when in his corial that if he had known I wcmid have served him in tliat 
manner that I would never have seen my corial (which I found at (^aria Caria (h-eek) again, that 
he would have taken an axe and split it into pieces. 

For having, after being ordered 05*1)7 the constable, used the following threats, viz., *' 1*1"^ 
jiot done with you yet. I will catch you by-and-bye.'' 

Fur having, when at the water-side, challenged me to come to him if I was a man. That lit' 
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was a constable, and could d<» as he liked, and that if I would conic there he would show me A 
what he could do. 

(Signed) W. ^r. MuNRO. 

Sworn before nie at the KHp. the 7th February, 1889. 
(Signed) William Crichtox, 

Snpenntendent and S.J.F, 

Issued a summons for Cyrus to appear at the KHp at 9 A.M. to-morrow to answer the above 
complaint, and otherwise proceed. 

Fehniary 8. — The constable retiu-ned last evening from the residence of Cyrus, stating that 
he was not to be found there. Sent him off to Caria Caria Creek, where he was supposed to be 
hiding. Constable returned without finding him. Sent him off again to Aliki Creek, where he 
was in the habit of working for plantation MuiTong (Meerzorg ?). t» 

The constable returned late in the evening without finding him. 

AflRdavits of J. C. de Ryck, master carpenter, and Favorite Africa in this matter, viz. : — 

British (inianu. 

Before William Crichton, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks for tlie county of Essequibo, 
pereonally came and appeared James de Ryck, master carpenter, who, after having examined a 
certain corial, the property of W. T. Munro, of Sari Pa Pa, deposeth and saith that he could not 
repair the said coriaf and find all materials under a sum of i\ joes, and further this deponent 
saith not. 

(Signed) J. C. DE Ryck. 

Swurn before me, this 7th 'Jay of February, 18»U». C 

(Signed) William' Ckichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J. P. 

Favorite Africa deposeth and saith that he lives at Sari Pa Pa, and was desired by 
Mr. Munro, the manager, to go to the water-side. Does not remember the date, and see the 
corial Avhat thev do him. Deponent found all the laths of the bottom broken and other injmy. 

The next ^ay Cyius came to Sari Pa Pa water-side. He stand up at the bottom of the steps. 
Manager Avas on the gallery. Manager said to Cyrus to be off with himself, and to give no 
impudence. Cynis said he would not go, and stood up where he was. Manager then call me to 
come, and tell Cyrus t(» go this his corial. 

Cyrus said he would not, and said to manager to come and make him go. Manager said he 
would not trouble with him. Cynis then tell manager he no dcme with him yet; he will catch jv 
him by-and-bye. 

(Signed) Favorite Africa, his x mark. 

Sworn before nu*, this 7th February, at the Klip, 183i). 
(Signed) WiLLLVM CUIOHTON, 

Superintendent and S.JA\ 

List of the witnesses in this matter :— 

Favorite Africa. 
Coboria Lanfferman. 
H. F- Lanfferman. 
Asor Meertins. 
J. C. de Ryck. 

^^\i"P' \ Indians. E 

A nan, J 

As the man CJyrus could not be found, and the quarter far advanced, adjourned further 
proceedings in the case until my return from the lower distric.t. 

Fehrwiry 9. — Remained at the Klip, but could get no intelHgence of Cyi'us. Still supposed 
to be hiding at Caria Caria. Called there, but could learn nothing of him. 

Heavy rain every da}' since leaving Ampa. 

Fehniary 10. — Heavy rain at the Klip. 

Fehniary 11. — Proceeded to Supinaam Creek, and visted Buck Hall. No complaints arrived 
at the saw-mill in the afternoon. Found no complaints, nor heard of any strangens being in the 
creek. Remained for the night. 

Fehnjuvi^ 12. — Started early in the morning for ^\'akenaam to get my stores, thence to Airy 
Hall, and remained for the night. ^ 

Fnnuiry 18. — Proceeded to Richmond, and haidt>d over the dam in the evening. Remained 
for the night.. 

Feh*uari/ 14. — Proceeded to Tapacooma lock, but owing to the foulness of the trench did not 
reach the lock till 7 P.M. Hauled over, and remained for the night. 

February l*"). — Remamed at the lock tu meet his Excellency the Governor, having learned at 
Richmond that he had gone to Pomeroon. His Excellency arrived at noon from Pomeroon, and 
departed for the coast at 2 P.M. Wrote a letter to the labourer Quacoom, plantation La Bell 
Alliance, on the (jomplaint of John, an Indian, for the price of a corial sold him for 10 dollars, and 
told him if he did not get his monev he must go Avith ine to the coast on my return. 

[696—6] * T 
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A Complaint preferred by the woman Sally against the labourer A\'illiam for a ilebt of 

9 guilders. 

Contra claim set up by William for the price of a fowl. 

Got the claim settled, deducting Is. lOd. for the value of the fowl. Remained for the 
night. 

Februat-y 16. — Complaint prefeiTed by Mrs. Alstein against the labourer Adam, who had 
absconded from his work and gone to Georgetown. Referred the case to Mr. Ware, as I might 
not be in the way when Adam was found. 

Started for the Pomeroon at \) A.M. Called at Siimri, P. Alstein, who preferred a complaint 
against the Indian Tamanawari, who, he said, had assaulted an Indian in his employ named 
Hotonberoni, and robbed liim of a gun and six axes, his property. Tamanawari and Hotonboroni 
both absent. 

Anived at the hill at ^ P.M., and remained for the night. 
" Febvucmj 17.— Tliis morning Messrs. Ware and Cope called on their way to the coast. Gave 

the latter a letter for his Excellency, and informed the former of Mrs. Alstein's complaint against 
Adam. Started at 9 A.M. for the Post, and arrived at plantation Caledonia at 6 P.M. Remained 
for the night. 

February 18. — This morning paid the parties the 9 joes for wc rk fh^ie at the Post already 
noticed. At 11 A.M. proceeded for the Post, where I arrived at 1%W P.M. F(mnd all av(^1I. 
Rwemained for the night. 

February 19. — Left the l*08t at 7 A.M. for the Morocco (Veek. 

Sir, Post, February 19, 183<). 

1 am commanded by his Excellency the (governor to inform you that your temporary 
residence at the mouth of the Morocco Creek, on the piece of Crown land which yt)U uow occupy, 
Q can only be permitted on the following conditions, viz. : — 

That you have no dealings with the Indians in r\m\ or other spirituous liquors. 
That no complaints are brought against you by Indians for the non-payment of their 
services, or in the way of dealing with them. 

That you are to ccmsider this Notice as rendering ycm liable to removed at any moment here- 
after. 

And I have, &c. 
(Signed) William ('mcHTOX, 

Supeinii fen (lent and S.J,R 
To Mr. .lames Campbell. 

The above was delivered to William Campbell, the brother of James, who was absent up the 
creek. Passed up the creek. Landed, and got breakfast cooked near the mouth of the Manau- 
^ warcene Creek. Proceeded at noiui, and arrivtjd at .Fuans', in the ^lorocco, at half-past 3 P.M. 
Remained for the night. 

February 20. — Found that the (.^aptain was absent on a visit to some Indians in the Waina 
who had formerly lived in the Morocco. Leai'iied also that I couid not proceed throiigh the 
savannah, as it was almost dry, and totally impassable except for very small eorials. 

Prepared to return down the creek, and proceeded by tlie sea-coast. 

Some sick Indians here, to wlumi Dr. Gilbert administered medicine, having brought him 
witli me. 

February 21. — This morning, previous to starting, a complaint was prefeiTcd against the 
Rev. Father Hermant by the Indian, Cassiano (Jhacou, for i\ guilders, due to him as wages tor 
paddling the Heverend Father to the sea-coast and back. Sent the Father the following 
letter : — 

'* Reverend Sir, "" Murovco Creek ^ February 21, 1839. 

^' The Indian, (^assiano ( 'liacv^u, has lodged Avith me a complaint against you, viz. : — 
'* That you owe him 2 dollars w^ages for paddling you from the creek to the coast 
and back. 

'} *' And that when he asked v(m for the m<»nev vou threatened to beat him, and told him *t() 

go to hell. 

*' I trust you will see the necessity of settling this Indian's demand, and to prevent further 
proceedings. 

" And I have, &c. 
(Signed) '* WiLLlAM CttlCHTox, 

** Superiuteudent and S.JJ\ 
" To the Rev. Father Hermant." 
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To which I received the following reply : — 

^'Sir, 

" The Indian, Cassiano, came with me last year unto Mr. (^arburry's estate. He stole from 
me a bottle of rum, got for the crew. He was so drimk that he forgot his basket. When I went 
back at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, stopped, and losing five hours of time and the tide at the boat- 
building to wait for his return (he was gone back to search for his basket). The crew told mo the 
delay was useless, all of them having heard that when he (Cassiano) landed he told farewell. Vou 
can go as you please. 
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" The captain of the boat was FauKto Chacou, who can give testimony of the truth. The A 
rirew has been doing his work, and have been paid. I claim from him two days of food at 1 f. per 
diem, a bottle of rum drank by him, 1 f., for I am not obhged to carry Indians to walk I hope 
that I'll receive the aforesaid amount to-day. 

'* The impudence of (Jassiano has obliged me to tell him what he has related to you, and 1 
am also obliged to tell you that it appeal's that at every visit in this district you are very satisfied 
to molest a priest who has never been wrong. 

** If you will not that I stay Morocco ('reek, send me the order of going out, I will obey 
nnmediately, for I am very tired of the trouble pressing upon one since the death of the immortal 
Sir J. C. Smyth. 

** Your very obedient servant, 

(Signed) " Appollixairk Hermant, 

•* Roman Catholic Priest, 
** IV William Criejiton, Esq., 
&c. &c. &c." 
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Fausto (.4iacou confirmed the statement of (Jassiano, on which I sent a summons for the 
attendance of his Reverence to answer the compliint, but instead of attending to rebut 
the claim, he sent his servant, Rtimises, with the (> guilders, which 1 lianded over to the 
couiplainant. 

After which the follo\ving complaint was preferred against the Rev. Father Ilermant by the 
Indian, Patricio .luan, viz. : — 

The complainant states that Father Heimant hired him to paddle to the coast to bring the 
Bishop to Morocco. 

That he called at plantation Coffee Grovf, and afterwards at ilr. CJilgeous' water-side, where 
the Reverend Father purchased two bottles of rum from the wife of the (^iptain of Mr. (iilgeous' 
sloop, the whole of which he <irank himself 

That he then went to Mr. Brununell's water-side, where he remained the whole Tiight, as the 
crew did not wish to proceed in the dark. 

The Reverend Father threatened to cut their throats. 

That he pissed on the complainant when complainant was laying down to sleep. 

That complainant was five days in the service of the Reverend Father. 

(Signed) Fatrico Juan, his x mark. 

Swora before me, this 21st day of Frbruary, 1839. 
(Signed) Wilijam Crichk^^ 

Siiper'nitendeitt ojuJ S.J. P. 

Sent the complainant to til*.* Reverend Father to ask ior his money previously to issuing a 
summons for his attendance. 

This brought over the Fatiier in great wrath, at being called on to pay this claim. He 
stated that it was an interference with him as a priest, as it Avas customary among (Catholics not 
to pay those who were employed in taking the Bishop through his diocese. I stated that the 
Indian had sworn to his complaint, which I read over to him, and stated to him that the law 
granted no such immunity to the Bishop as he sought to establish for him, and the more especially 
as he did not bring the Bishop, but appefired to have t^iken the trip on his own business, and 
therefore he must pay the claim ; to wnich lu* assented, addhig that lie never ])aid more than 
3 hitts a-day ; adding, further, that the Indian did not know the nature of an oath I I asked him if 
the Indian complainant was a member of his Church, to which he assented. 1 replied that if he 
did not know the nature of an oath the shame must rest with himself, as he was paid by the 
(Jolony to teach them their moral as well as their religicms duti(»s. He promised to pay the E 

money. 

Left Juan's for the creek mouth at 11 A.M., and in my way down (jailed oii the Indian, 
Oalixtro, and contracted with him to put up a house for the lepers in the Accaweeni (Jreek, for 
the sam of 5 joes, 30 feet by 1(5 feet, with 3 feet projections, partitioned oft' in thre(i rooms. 

Oalixtro, who was patron of the corial with the Rev. Father Herinant on his late trip for the 
Bishop, also lodged a complaint for his wages, and confirmed the statement of Patricio .Juan as to 
the condu<,'t of the reverend gentleman on the* occasion. Arrived at the cre^'k mouth at o P.M., and 
encamped on the beach for the night. 

February 'I'l, — Intelligence arrived early in the morning that the Bishop of (Jriense was in the 
Pomerocm on his way to the Morocco, but as it was uncertain if he would arrive that day. Started 
at half-past H a.m. for the Waini by sea, and after a run of seventeen and a-half houra, occa- 
sionally through a heavy sea, arrived at the Shell Bank, and encamped on the beach till 

daylight. 

February 23. — Remained on the bank to rest thu people, and the 24th being Sunday, remained 
on the l)ank and sent the corial to tin; head of the Moro (Jreek for a supply of water to proceed 
up the Waini. 

Febnuiry 25. — Started at 10 a.m. with the flood tide, and at 6 p.m. came- to on a mud-bank for 
the night, and remained for the night in the corial, as no resting-place could be found on either 
bank of the river, being entirely covered with the tide. 

February 26. — Proceeded again at 1 A.M. with the flood tide, and at >^ A.M. cookiul breakfast on 
a fallen tree on the right bank of the river, in the swamp. At 11 A.M. started again, and in the 
course of the day went up two small creeks, a considerable <li8tance, in search of fresh water. 
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j\ Found them both salt. Arrived at the mouth of the Baramauy Creek at half-past 7 P.M. Being 
near high water, found it too salt to drink. Had to wait imtil the tide fell before it could be used. 
Encamped on a dry spot for the night. 

Fchniwy 27. — Started again at 6A.M.,and arrived at the water-side of the Arawack Captain Peter, 
a considerable part of the distance being through a small creek called Canjeballv (or rather a 
branch of the river), passing between two remarkable boulders of grey granite rising high above 
the surrounding swamp, leaving scarcely room for the corial to pass. 

Visited the cassava fields of this settlement, and found them large and in thriving 
condition. Explained the present regulations with regard to Indians' affaire to Captain Petei-s and 
his people. Remained for the night. 

Febmary 28. — Engaged a new hand for three months, and left the house of Captain Peters, and 
breakfflteted at the water-side. Found the Indian Hoton]»eroni just arrived, in order to accompany 
nie to Onoboe to procure payment from Tamanawari. Found growing in the forest here a species 
" of bamboo, such as 1 have not seen hitherto in the Colony, its joints being shorter than the common 
bamboo, and gi-owing perfectly straight, without branches, to a height of 60 and 70 feet, vriih a 
few branches at the top. 

Started from tlie water-side at half-past 10 A.M., and arrived at the water-side of the Warrow 
Captain Peters' settlement, in the Cojerow Creek, at sundown. Found the most of the men of 
this settlement absent at work in the Pomeroon : the houses clean, and the cassava fields looking 
well. The Captain, a very old man, totally blind, an incesKont talker. Explained the new 
regulations to the (^ii)tain and his })eople present, and remained for the night. 

March 1. — Left the place at half-past () A.M. for the Accaway settlements in the Annow 
Creek, where 1 an*ived, at half-past I P.M., at the water-side, and, after a long walk, reached the 
settlement, where 1 fomid tlie Captains Araraai and Class, with a immber of their people, several 
however, being absent at work in the Pomeroon. Several of those just returned complained that 
r^ they had been paid too little for their work, and that the articles with which they had been paid 
were of indifierent (juality. On inspection, their complaint seemed to be but too well fimnded a.s 
regarded the quality. 

Instnicted the Captaiiis that tliey must stipulate the amount of wages for each man before 
they left the settlement, either in money or goods, and, if offered less, or articles of indifferent or 
bad quality, when the time expired, they must not receive it. and make their case known to nit- 
on my arrival in Pomeroon, as it was ray business to see their wrongs, if any, redressed, and that 
they could not be fi^rced from their homes to work for any person, that it must be a voluntary act 
of their own, but that when thev made a bariiain to work, imless thev did so, thev could not 
expect payment. Remained for the night. 

March 2. — To-day an Indian named Ventura made a complaint against the Reverend Fatiier 

Hermant for having taken from him some time ago two Indian caps, or head ornaments, made of 

^\ macau tail feathers, without his consent or payment of any kind. Foimd that two families of 

1) Spanish Indians resided here who hnd returned from 5Iorocco Creek, «s was stated, on account of 
the Padre. Directed Ventura to meet me at .Juan's, in the Morocco, and, if his storv was true, be 
woiud get payment. 

Remained for the day to get a supply of bre^id baked for my crt»w, and at night, being low 
water, could not proceed : remained for the night. 

March 3. — Having had communication with the Heads of this and the other settlements in 
i this creek, and finding that they all concurred in the statement made by those in in Canjeballv and 

Cojerow CVeeks in there being none others resident in the Waini, or any of its tributary creeks, 
than Indians of the A(,'caway, Carabisce, Warrow, and Arawack nations, Avith the twc) families of 
Spanish Indians already mentioned, and several others in the Barama Ci*eek, who left the Morocco 
under siniilar circumstances. 

Started on ray return at 1 P.M., and at 5 o'clock encamped for the night on the left bank of 
th<» river. 
E March 4. — Proceeded at 5 a.:m. and landed on the left bank near the mouth of the Baranm 

Creek at 10 A.M. to cook breakfast. Started again at 11 a.m., and reached the mouth of the 
Baramauy at H P.M. Took up our old encampment for the night. 

March 5. — Started at 5 A.M. up the Baramauy for the Biara and Assacuita Creeks. Keaclied 
the first Indian settleinents at half-i)ast 10 A.M. Cooked breakfast. Found here the Indian Sinion 
witli his familv, li'om the Demerara River. Detained for want of water in the savannah to 
proceed. Prociu'ed a small corial, and at noon started for the settlements at the head of the 
creek : reached them at H P..M. Foimd the head people assembled expectijig my anival— a 
messenger having been dispatched overland to give them notice. No complaints, nor any 
strangers among them. Remained for the night. 

March 6. — Started on mv return down the creek at 10 A.M., and reached ntv corial at the 
lower settlements at half-past 12 noon, and continued my route downwards. An-ived at tlie 
mcmth of the Baramauy at T) p.m., and encamped for the night. 
-** March 7. — Started at 5 A.3I. on my return down the Waini. At half-past 1) A.M. cooked 

breakfast on the roots of some trees on the right bank, and at 11 A.M. started again; and, at 
sundown, endeavoured to find a (hy place to encamp on for the night. Could not succeed. 
Continued my route to the mud-bank, and nuvde fast to a pole, and remained in t)ie corial for the 
night. 

At midnight proceeded for the mouth of the Moro Creek with the falHng tide, and at 4 
in the morning of the (Sth arrived at the creek, and made fast to a pole till daylight. 

March 8. — At ;3 A.M. i>roceeded u)) the creek for the Barima, of which river it may be termed 
a mouth. Entered the Barima at 10. and landed to cook l>reakfast. At noon proceeded for the 
Ariica Creek, a tributary of the Barima, and at half-past 1-5 P.M. amved at the head of a small 
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creek, a tributary of the Ariu^a, and encamped on a flhelviug rock of blue granite at the foot of a A 
rocky hill, and sent forward a party to the settlement. The party returned in about an hour 
with the intelligence that they had found the houRCB. nine in number, but no inhabitants; 
plenty of cassava and plantaiuH. Komained on the rock for the night. 

March 9. — Started at 5 this morning, and, owing to the water having fallen, got out of the 
creek with some difficulty, and proceeded down the Aruca. Entered the Barima again at half- 
past ♦) A.M., and proceeded for Onoboe. Breakfasted on the right bank at 9 AJtf., and at 10 
proceeded. At 1 p.m. saw two snakes basking in the sun, one on the limb of a tree and the other 
amoD^ some grass growing in the water. 

They wei'e both shot, but tlie largest of the two sunk in the river. The other which we got 
measured 13 ft. fi in. long, and had forty young ones in its belly. At 3 P.M. encamped for the 
night on a dry sj)ot on the right bank at the mouth of a small creek. 

March 10. — Started again at half-past o A.M. for Onoboe, and at 11 A.M. cooked breakfast on 
the left bank, and at noon continued my route. At 1 P.M. met a corial coming down the river, ^ 
with three Indians in it. in searcli of me (having heard by a conveyance across the Savannah that 
I had gone down the Waini on my way to the Barima), to come and settle a dispute that had 
occun-ed at Onoboe, and which they were apprehensive would otherwise terminate in blood. 
Increased ray speed in consequence, and arrived at the settlement at 4 P.M., 140 miles from the 
Shell Bank on the Waini. Took up my quarters for the night. 

March 11. — This morning the complaint referred to by Tauinari, the head of a iamily, against 
Pero Manoel, another Indian, for driving him and his family out of a portion of their grounds and 
houses, and threatening to shoot thorn. 

It being clearly proved that the accused had come to the settlement after the complainant 
had cleared and planted the ground in question, and built their houses, of which the accused had 
forcibly dispossessed them of a portion. 

Decision — That Pero Mano(4 give up the land in question to Tauinari and his family, the ^^ 
original possessora, with liberty tc reap only what he may have planted thereon as it became 
ripe, and to make a new settlement for himself. 

With this decision the accused seemed perfectly satisfied ; but the others appeared by no 
means satisfied that I did not remove him immediately, although I represented to them that he 
must first build a house for himself. 

And an Indian named Jan came forward and charged him with having murdered one of his 
wives (for it seems he had several) about five months ago by cutting her across the arm with a 
knife, so that she bled to death the next day. 

He- at once admitted that the charge was true, but added that he was in liquor at the time, 
and wh.en in that state he was bad ; that he was sorrj' she died, as he had no intention to kill 
her, altliough he found her with another man. 

H(*tonberoni states that about five months ago he saw the accused (Pero XIanoelj cut his 
wife, time sister of Jan, across the arm with a knife, so that she bled to death the next dav. I) 

Ta uinari states tliat he sjiw the woman immediatelv after she was wounded, and that she 
bled to death the next day. Tliat both agi'ee in stating the accused to have been in anger at the 
time, and in licjuor. 

Finding that this unfortunate transaction had taken place upwartls of five months, and on the 
left bank of the Barima River, wliere the Government has never claimed jurisdiction. 

I felt the difficulty of taking a decided step in the matter, and endeavoured to restore peace 
among them by reason and persuasion first and then threats, and imagined that 1 had 
succeeded. 

An Indian named Seiu'co made a complaint against Philip Alstein that he had served him as 
a labourer for three months and a-half, and had received no payment. Told him to meet me in 
llorocco Oeek, when another, named Tehecabuco, made a complaint of a similar natm*e against 
tlie same party that he had only received half a piece of salemporis for his three months' services. 
Directed him to acccmipany Senioo. ¥1 

Explained to the people of this settlement (the ('aptain Tamanawari being absent), upwards 
of fifty being assembled. 

That they could not be forced from their homes by any person or persons from Pomeroon to 
work as labourers without their own free will and consent, and that if they were ill-used or paid 
less than they might have agreed foj- they nmst make their complaints known to me on my 
arrival in the river, when their case woidd be attended to. 

Was told bv the Indians of this settlement that a vounc; ladv from Pomeroon, named Fraser, 
had resided among them for some months, and that about six weeks ago she gave birth to a 
female infant, which she had taken away about a week ago t(» the Morocco, where she intended 
to leave it to nurse. 

All the Indians here concurred in their testimony that no strangers of any description were 
residing among them, and as several of them were from the settlements higher up, nor did it ^ 
appear fi'om their account that the Spanish authorities of ( ■olumbia ever came higher up than the 
Amacoora Creek, which is some distance below the mouth of the Barima. I therefore aetennined 
to retin-n. 

March 12. — Early this morning one of the Headmen of the Settlement came to the water-side 
as I ^vas preparing to depart, and stated that the Indian. Pero llanoel, had threatened that as 
soon as I was gone he would be revenged on those who had c(4iiplained of him. 

I immediately returned to the place and found them all talking at once and in a state of 
great excitement, and, as he did not deny the charge, motives of humanity left me no other 
alternative than his immediate removal. I sent him on board the corial at once, taking a 
guarantee from the Headmen for the safety of his family and property until I had seen his 
J/xcellency the Governor, and at (> a.m. left the water-side on my return. 

[696—6] U 
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A At half-past 10 A.M. landed on the right bank to cook breakfast. At noon proceeded again, 

and at 5 P.M. encamped on a dry spot on the right bank for the night. 

March 13. — Started at 6 A.M.. and at 11 A.M. entered the Moro Ci'eek, at the mouth of which 
met a corial from the Orinoco with dried fish twelve days out. The person in charge stated that 
when he left Amocoora the Poetholder for the Colnmbian Government in the Orinoco was there, 
and stated that he had ordens to arrest and send prisonei-s to Angostuiu persons coming there 
without passes, and that the rollers were at present so heavy that a corial could not proceed by 
the coast, and the inland communications were all nearly dry. Amved at the Shell Bank at 
2 P.M. Encamped for the night, and commenced cooking provisions for the passage by sea to 
Morocco. 

March 14. — Started from the inner point of the bank at half-past 5 A.M. with the ebb-tide, 
and at 10 a.m. came to anchor to breakfast and rest the people, a strong sea breeze blowing 
directly ahead. 
^ Started again at noon, and at 5 P.M. went close to the shore to look for a place to land on for 

the night, but could find none where the corial would be safe. 

Continued our route against a heavy sea, and at 8 p.m. came to anchor on a muddy bottom 
with moderate sea, and remained in the corial for the night. 

March 15. — Started again at 3 A.M., and at 9 A.M. came to on a nmd flat with smooth water, 
to breakfast. 

Proceeded again at 10, and «it 5 P.M. spoke a small schooner, having Messre. Holmes and 
Maude on board, bound for the Orinoco. Supplied us with a bottle of wine, two bottles of beer, 
and a bottle of rum, being entirely out. Came to at (J P.M. for the night, and remained sitting in 
the corial. 

March 16. — Started at half-past 2 in the morning, and after proceeding about half-an-hour, 

encountered very heavy rollers constantly rolling, ana in repeated danger of being swamped, got 

p clear of the roUei'S at daybreak. At 11 A.M. came to on a mud bank to breakfast, ana started 

again at noon against the tide of flood, which brought in a heavy sea with rollers, which 

continued imtil we reached the Morocco. 

; Entered the creek at 4 p.m., and at (J P.M. encamped on the right bank for the night, having 

-. been two nights and three days without sleep, and constantly wet. 

\ March 17. — Started again at 5 A.M. with the Hood tide, and airived at .1 nan's at half-past 

>f 9 A.M., where I found Tamanawari. 
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In the matter of Hotonberoni against Tamanawari for taking Irom him one gun and six axes, and 

giving him a beating, viz. : 



1) 



'T Tamanawari siiid the charge was not true, and stated that he got the gun from Beroni to 

buy a corial for Alstem. That lie had sent the gun to Amacoora for a corial, and that as soon as 
the corial comes he will send it to Alstein. 

Says that he beat Beroni Ix^cause he threatened to shoot him with a gun, but that he had 
since paid him 8 guilders to make peace, and that he never had any axes from Heroni. 
• ;, Beroni acknowledged this version of the story to be true. 

( ^omplaint dismisst'd. 

(Signed) WlLLIAM CUICUTOX, 

Superintendent and S.J.F, 



f Beroni now accounts for th:j axes by stating that, with the six and four of his own, he had 

purchased a corial for Alstein. 

Told Beroni to be more careful in future in bringing complaints unless well founded, and 
impressed Tamanawari with the necessity of being punctual in sending the corial for the gun. 
|h] Sent for the nurse and (.'hild from Moboe, having got information where slie was to be found. 

She came immediately, and produced a fine, healthy-looking female infant, and stated that it had 
been left in her care by Miss Hannah Fraser, of Pomeroon. 

Patricio Juan made his appearance again, and stated that, notwithstandinix ^Ir. Reverend 
Father Hermant's promise, when he went for his mon«.'y he would not pay. 
Told him to call to-moiTow. 

March 18. — Juan Miguel complained against Ramirez, servant to the Padre, for disturbing 
him in the possession of a certain spot of groimd which he had cleared for a field. 
Sent a summons by constable for Ramirez. 

Ramirez appeared, and stated in answer that he had paid 6 guilders for clearing a portion of 
the land which complainant now occupied, and all lie wanted was the money he had expended 
before Miguel took possession of it. 

Miguel acknowledged that a portion of the bush was cut down before he took possession. 
F Decision, — That Miguel pay to Ramirez the 6 guilders which he had already expended, and 

remain in possession. 

(Signed) Wn^LiAM CtticuTox, 

Superintetident and S.J.P. 

Patricio Juan, having appeared on the original complaint, sent a summons to the Rev. Father 
Hermant for his attendance, who returned for an answer that he would come as soon as hi* had 
taken breakfast ; and, not appearing at half-past 1 o'clock, sent a warrant for him, when be made 
his appearance with the constable, and persisted, contrary to his former promise of settlement, 
that I had no right to compel him to pay, as the man had gone for the Bishop, who never paid 
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for such service. I replied that, unless he could persuade the complainant to withdraw his claim, \ 
he must pay, as I could not admit the plea '• that the Bishop had a right to exact the services of 
the Indians without pay," which I explained to the complainant. 

And after some altercation the Padre prevailed on the complainant to withdiuw his 
complaint. 

(Signed) William Crichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J.I\ 

3farch 19. — A heavy shower of rain fell last night, and at half-past 7 A.M. tlie Abbe Hermant 
celebrated Mass, nt which I and the doctor atteuded, forty-two persons being present. 

The Indian Ventura from Annow not having made his appearance, according to appoint- 
ment, sfiid nothing to the Abbe about the matter. 

Left the creek at 12 noon for the Nainoracabive Creek (Haimaracabra ?), and at 3 P.M. reached 
the Indian landing-place. B 

Visited the settlements of the Warrow's, three in number. Found a pretty numerous popula- 
tion, having to all appearances plenty of cassava ; encamped at the water-side for the night. Were 
compelled to unsling our hammocks in the night by a shower of rain. 

March 20. — Started at half-past a.m. for the mouth of the Morocco Creek, which we reached 
at 10 a.m., and cooked breakfast on the beach. Started again at 3 P.M. Found all well, and 
remained for the night. 

March 21. — Started at half-past A.M. for tlie Pomeroon. and arrived at Dunbarton Castle at 
9 A.M. Cooked breakfast at the water-side, and got a supply of provisiona, being nearly out ol 
everything. Settled and signed an agreement for seven Indians, who had agreed with 
Mr. Bennett to work on that estate for three months. Found no complaints. 

Walked over to Caledonia, having ordered the corial to join me there. Found no complaints 
thence to Saraulto, in the Accaweeni, where I arrived at 2 P.M. Found seven lepers, one having ,^ 
died since my last visit. Found no complaints except as regards a new house, which is contracted ^ 
for. Thf^ supply of provisions is regular, as also the attendance of the doctor. 

Proceeded to the Phoenix Park. Found no complaints. Thence to the Land of Promise, 
where I arrived at 5 P.M. Found no complaints, and remained for the night. 

March 22.— Proceeded at 5 P.M. up the river and reached Bunbmy's at half-past 9 A.M. 
Found no complaint*. Remained to breakfast, and at half-past 2 P.M. proceeded up the river 
Called at Mrs. Petronella S toll's. No complamts. Thence to Pickersgill s. Found that Mr. Lino 
and Albertus Stoll had not paid for the cow of P. Alstein, which they shot and sold, according to 
agrooment- Proci'cded to the hill for the night. 

March 23. — Remained at the hill for the day, and sent to Mr. P. Alstein for his attendance on 
Tuesday to answer the complaint of the Indian, Senico, from Onoboe, who joined me in the 
Morocco. 

March 24. — Pi'oceeded to Warracabba, Jam(iS Campbell's. Found no pei-son on the place, and -rj 
the crop of annatto spoiling in the Logic. 

Proceeded to Maria's Hope, D. Campbeirs. Xo complaints. Remained for the night. Indians 
working cheerfully and peaceably. 

March 25. — Proceeded to the Isorooro Creek to visit the Carabisce settlements. Found 
upwards of fifty Indians, many of them from the river above, and found no complaints. They all 
agreed that there are no strangers living among them in the Pomeroon or any of its banks. 
Retmned at 2 P.M. to Maria's Hope, where I met the Carabisce Captain and his family (Commodore). 
At 3 P.M. proceeded to the hill, where I amved at half-past 7 p.m., having called at Angelina's 
Kopose in passing, and found no person there. 

Mr. Handcock informed me that his Indian labourers had that morning struck work, alleging 
that their time was out, but on learning that I would return to the hill that night they sent to say 
thev would resume work the next day. 

Met Mrs. Maria Timmerman at the hill, who complained that the Indian, Frederick, had taken J] 
away the Indian boy, Welcome, from her protection, where he was placed by his late mother and 
other relatives when an infant to be reared and educated, she being his godmother. Also found 
Mr. Lee, from Perseverance, waiting my arrival. 

March 26. — This morning Mr. Lee stated that he had ten Warrows wiu-king with him, whom 
he had engaged for three months; and he had brought the Headman with him, who, he said, was 
anxious to see me respecting his agreement. Read it over to him article by article, and told him 
if he was offered less, or articles of inferior value, when the time expired, he must not take any- 
thing until my amval in the river. 

P. Alstein appeared to answer the complaint of the Indian, Senico, from Onoboe, and stated 
that he had given the Indian, Senico, all the articles he had stipulated to give him when he 
left him, although he denied at Onoboe having received them. Yet when confronted with 
Mr. Alstein, and asked if he had not received each article according to a list furnished by 
Mr. Alstein, which I read over to him, he admitted he had, several of which he brought with him T^ 
unknown to me, saying they were bad, and on inspection proving of inferior quality. 

I dismissed the complaint lor non-payment, and directed half a piece of salemporis to be given 
to him on account of the inferiority in question. 

(Signed) William Crichton, 

Superintendent and S,J.Pm 

The Indian, Tehecabuco, who complained at the same time as Senico, failed to appear. It 
may be conjectured, as he lived at the same place with Senico, that his complaint was not so well 
founded. 
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^V Sent a summons to the Indian, Frederick, on the complaint of Mrs. Timmernian, to produce tlu^ 

boy, Welcome. 

March 27. — Explained to seven Warrow Indians, engaged to work at the hill as labourerefor 
three months, that if they were offered less than they had agreed for at the expiry of the tenii 
they must not receive it. Signed their agreements, being 22 f. per month and found. 

Regulated the amount of articles to be given to sixteen other WaiTows, and signed it. 
Explained to them that they could not be compelli^d to leave their homes to come and work in 
Pomeroon, but when they, of their own free will, made an engagement to do so, they must 
perform the usual day's work, otherwise they could not expect payment ; that I would be in the 
river twice every three months, and any complaints they may have must be made known to me 
on my anival. 

Benjamin Stoll came with a Carabisce and three WaiTOws to get their engagements signed, 
but on reading it over to them found the articles amount to less than usual, and that they wer<* 
-B not satisfied. 

Had the additional articles required inserted before signing it. Gave them the same instruc- 
tions as the others. 

The Indian (Frederick) having failed to attend, and the labourer (Edward Jones) hannji; 
come from Perseverance to complain of Richard Lee for assanlt, viz. : — 

Edward Jones states, and avere it to be true, that Mr. Benjamin Buubury borrowed a palm 
from Kichard Lee for him (Jones) t(» men<l some sails for Bunbury, in whose employ he is ; that, 
when tlie work was done, he gave the palm to Bunbury on Sunday morning last. 

Lee then asked complainant for the palm ; that he told iiim he had given it to Bunburv. Lcr 
then told complainant he must bring the palm to him, as he had nothing to do with Buubury. ami 
said if complainant did not bring the palm to him he would kick complainant. 

Complainant said he could not do that as he had not borrowed the palm. Lee then ««truck 
^1 complainant by kicking him in the ribs and small of the back. 

(Signed) Edward Jones, his x mark. 

Sworn before meat the Hill, in Pomeroon, this 27th day of March, 1839. 
1 (Signed) William (Jrichtox, 

^ Superintendent and S,JJ\ 

i 

'j Mtncli 28. — Started at H A.M. for Perseverance to regulate these matters, and at half-past 8 A.M. 

. 1 reached the house of Mrs. Petronella Stoll, and sent summonses for the attendance of the parties. 

' i also Joe McLennan and Jacob Demav, as witnesses. 

! In the matter of Edward Jones, labourer, r. Richard Lee, master wood-cutter, for as.«^ult. 

J Edward Jones, for the prosecution, called and sworn. Says he knows Richard Lee, the 

1 T prisoner, and confirmed his previovis affidavit. 

^^ Prisoner said he had no questions to put to this witness. 

.Jacob Demay, a Avitness for the prosecution, called and sworn. Sayw he knows the prisonor: 
saw him at Perseverance night before last. Prisoner came there in a corial and went past. 
Prisoner asked the complainant for a palm. Complainant told prisoner he had not borrowed the 
palm from him : he had borrowed it from Bunbury, and he liad returned it back to Bunbury. 
Prisoner said if Jones jawed him much he would give him a kick. 

(/omplaiuant defied prisoner to do it. Prisoner returned back and gave complainant a kick. 
and as he was going to rise he struck him a blow. 

Cross-examined by prisoner : Yes ; I am positive you did strike the complainant. 
Prisoner put no fm'ther questions. 

Joe McLennan being called, and not immediately answering, the prisoner took an opportunitv 
of speaking with the complainant, who agreed for a pecuniary consideration to withdraw his 
p complaint. 

Further proceedings (piaslied. 

(Signed) Willia:m Crichton, 

Snperintendejit and S.J J'. 
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1 Benjamin Stoll became security for Albertus Stoll, and Benjamin Bunbury for Lino, each one- 

i half, for the value of the cow to Alstein, 110 f. 

- The Indian (Frederick) beini;- absent in a vessel of Bunbury s, and tJie boy Welcome not 

I forthcoming, further prt)ceedini»'s iu this matter postponed until my return. 

Stalled again at 2 P.M. for the Hill, from thence at 4 P M. started for the lock. At Siniiri 
signed an agreement with nine WaiTOws engaged with P. Alstein for three mcmths as labimrers in 
""i the cultivation of Annato. After reading it over to them, and finding tliern satisfied, telling them 

what 1 have j)reviously told all the others under similar circumstances. 
I ^ Found Miss Eraser here, who confirmed the testimony of the Indians with respect to the 

death of the wife of Pero JIanoel. as far as she obtained information, during her resi(leuc(^ «^^ 
Oiioboe, as she says the transaction took place about ten days before she arrived. 

And Mr. Alstein said that he would send the next dav a coiial to ]\Ioroc('0 ( -reek to bring the 
infant already mentioned. 

• Proceeded to Solitude. No coni]:)laints. Remained in tlie logic at the water-side for the 
night. 

March 29. — Started at 4 A.M. for the lock. Arrived at 7 A.M. Found no complaiutj?. 
1 Breakfasted and proceeded for the coast at half-past 9. Reached the coast at i\ P.M. Hauled over 

the front dam, and encamped tV)r the night. 
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Ma rch 30. — Proceeded at 5 a.m. for Airy Hall. Arrived at lialf-past 8, against tide. Break A 
fasted, and at 1 p.m. proceeded for Ituribisce Creek. Reached the Captain's residence at the head 
of the creek at half-p.ist 4 P.M. Eeniained for the night. Savannah dry, and very little water in 
the creek. No complaints, and no new settlements or strangers in the upper creek. 

March 31. — Started on iny return to visit the settlements in the Lower Creek at half-past 
() A.M. P'ouud no new settlers or strangers. Amved at the creek mouth at 11 A.M., and proceeded 
for Supenaam Creek. Breakfasted on a landing on the bank of the river. Arrived at the saw-mill 
at 4 P.M. Found no complaints. Remaiued for the night. 

A}yril 1. — Started from the saw-mill after breakfast, and visited Carabaroe and the west side 
Troolie Island and bank of the river to Buck Hall. No complaints. Thence to the Klip, and 
remained for the night. 

Aj)ril 2. — Left the Klip at 6 A.M. Visited Arawari, Weriwcricoori, and Groot Creek. Thence 
to Ampa, where I arrived at half-past 5 P.M. Found all well. 

April 3. — At Ampa. B 

April 9. — Started for the Cayoni and Masseroeni, also Essequibo, above the Post. Found no 
Dew settlers or complaints. The new school- house at the (irove is in a state of forwardness, and 
will soon be finished. Returned to Ampa on the 1 4th. 

Api-il 15. — Left Ampa and visited Tiger Creek. No complaints. Thence to Saxacalli, and at 
4 P.M. arrived at the Perseverance saw-mill. Remained for the night. 

A2>7'il lo. — Started at 4 A.M., and arrived at JIi-s. Hartog's land at 7 A.M. Settled an agree- 
ment between Damon Krukel and the widow Hartog for the rent of an acre of land, to be paid in 
labour at the rate of 1 ir. 10 c. per diem, and with Nelson Simson and Adventure Krukel, 
labourers, each to have a house and some land attached, to work at the same rate of wages, and 
to find themselves, for every full day's work. 

Thence to Mrs. Wessel's. Found no complaints. Thence to the settlements formed by the 
squatters referred to in the early portion of this jom^nal. Found the place totally deserted, having p 
complied with the notice given them. 

Thence co llr. Boehm's and Kreen's. No complaints. Thence to the Brickery, a new 
establishment by Mr. Cameron. No complaints. Thence to fort, where I anived at noon, and 
remained until 4 p.m., and no complaints havuig been preferred during the time, started for 
Bonasica Creek, and arrived at the last settlement in the creek at 6 p.m., and remained for the 
night. 

April 17. — Started at 9 A.M., and reached Parika at 2 P.M., and, from the high wind and state 
of the tide, was obUged to encamp for the night. 

April 18. — Started at G a.m., and arrived in Georgetown at 2 p.m. 

A true copy from the Record. 

(Signed) WILLIAM CRICHTON, 

Superintendent and S.J.P. 

Georgetown^ April 19, 1839. D 



No. 789. 

Ilvport hj Svperintcndcnt Crichton on Memorandum by William Hilhouse, 

(Extract.) 

THAT your reporter left Georgetown on the 25th day of January last for the Ampa Post in 
the Essequibo, and after visiting the Masseruni he departed for the Pomeroon Post, where he 
arrived on the 18th February. From whence he departed on the following day for the Indian 
settlement in the Morocco Creek, and on amving at the residence of the late Indian Captain Juan, 
he learned that the inland water communications with the Wyena and Barima Rivers were so E 
nearlv dry that only a very small corial could proceed. 

tie was therefore compelled to reduce his baggage and provisions and return to the mouth 
of the Morocco and proceed from thence to Wyena by the sea-coast. 

He ascended tlie Wyena River, visiting the Indian settlements, to the mouth of the Annow 
Creek, a distance of nearly 200 miles from the sea, and thence to the Indian settlements near the 
head of that creek and returned to the Baramany Creek, which he ascended to the Biara, up 
which he proceeded to the Indian settlements in the Assacuta Creek, thereby connecting his 
present route from the Wyena River eastward with the termination of his journey from the head 
of the Morocco Creek, going westward on his last visit in December last. He then descended 
the Wyena to the mouth of the Morocco Creek, which may properly be termed a mouth of the 
Barima discharging itself into the Wyena River within a very short distance of the sea, which he 
ascended and continued his route to the Indian settlement at Onoboe, having previously visited 
a portion of the Aruca, a tributary of the Barima. The inland communication with the Wyena -F 
through the savannah is about fifteen minutes' paddling above the settlement of Onoboe, at 
present dry. 

The banks of these rivers as far as your reporter proceeded, are covered by the spring tides, 
and during the rainy season the low gi-ounds must be entirely flooded and unfit for cultivation 
except on the hills and rising grounds which take the direction of the various creeks at a greater 
or loss distance from the banks. These hills and rising grounds are generally good soil, very 
superior in its character to that of the high groimds in the Essequibo River below the falls, and 
even better than the high groimcLs of the Pomeroon, bearing several crops of coffee, and plantains, 
also well adapted for the cultivation of coffee. 

[696-6] X 
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A Your reporter had communication with the Indian Captains of the various nations inhabiting 

that portion of the country, who all concurred in declaring that there were no persons except 
Indians resident in either of these rivers or any of the creeks their tributaries, and as he found no 
deviation in their statements, he feels perfectly convinced of their truth. 

From all that your reporter could learn among the Indians in that quarter it did not appear 
that the authorities of Columbia exercised jurisdiction further eastward than the Amacoora Creek, 
which empties itself into the sea about half-way between the mouth of the Barima River and tlie 
Orinoco, having an inland communication with the latter. 

All the Indian Captains in the Wyena and Barima, including those on the left bank, of the 
latter streams with its tributary creeks, have received their insignia of command and presents 
when this custom prevailed from this Colony, and look one and all for its protection. 

The district in question contains a numerous population of Indians, viz., Warrows, Accaways, 
Carribesee, and Arrawaks, the former the most numerous, and in the humble opinion of your 
B reporter, it would be good policy to secure the absolute possession of it to this Colony. 

At the mouth of the Wyena River is a bank of sea-shells of considerable extent, a great 
portion of which is now above the highest water-mark, and covered with herbage, which >vill be 
a good place for a station if found necessary at some future day. 

The tract of coast extending eastward from this bank to the Morocco Creek, a distance of 
near 100 miles, comprises a belt of rich alluvium, susceptible of cultivation, but without any inlet 
from the sea Avith the exception of one small creek. The interior is savannah covered with 
water in the miny season, interspersed with sand hills covered with wood ; these hills in many 
places are the seat of Indian settlements, especially those situated along the course of the Morocco 
and the creeks which connect it with the Baramany. This last creek takes its rise in a large 
lagoon in the centre of this tract between the Morocco and the sea, if the Indians are correct, not 
laid down in any chart. The truth of this your reporter will endeavour to ascertain on hie next 
p visit to that quarter. Your reporter, on visiting an Indian settlement in a creek or tributary of 
the Anica in the Barima, found that all the inhabitants, to his surprise, had left the place, and not 
until his return to Pomeroon did he learn the cause. It appeared from the information of a 
Mr. Lee, of Pomeroon, who had been in that neighbourhood in search of Indian labour, that in 
the Orinoco the Columbian Government have fixed a certaia price, viz., 4 dollai-s per mensem, as 
the value of Indian labour, and as it is wanted the Postholder goes round and collects the Indians 
for this purpose, and the Indians in question were a portion of upwards of 300 who have recently 
left that river and settled in the creeks of the Barima to avoid this arbitrary mode of treatment, 
and believing the mission of your reporter among them to be analogus to the custom they 
had come there to avoid, they left their homes on hearing of your reporter's intention to visit 
them. 

Your reporter, however, is sanguine that wherever he has had communication with the 
Indians he has left impressions that will prevent such an occurrence in future. 
J) The post-house in the Pomeroon is in a very dangerous state, requiring very considerable 

repairs to render it habitable, more especially after the rainy season sets in, which your reporter 
has already represented in his previous Reports. 

With respect to the removal of this post from its present situation to the mouth of the Ara 
Piakka Creek with a view to health and greater efficien(jy, placing it under the directions of 
Captain Pickersgill, your reporter is of opinion that the mouth of the Ara Piakka would be a 
situation of more salubrity, but he is not, under the present Regulations, prepared to assert that it 
would be one of greater efficiency, because placed at the mouth of the Ara Piakka it could only 
be useful in observing those who pass and repass by the Tapacooma Lock, whereas in its present 
situation all travellers from the Morocco, Wyena, and Barima, whether proceeding through the 
Tapacooma Lock or by the sea-coast, must pass it in either going or coming, and the most 
efficient site, in the opinion of your reporter, if removal at present be deemed necessarj'-, would be 
the mouth of the Morocco Creek. 
E To the proposition of placing this post under the direction or control of Captain Pickersgill, 

your reporter would respectfully observe that however unobjectionable in every other respect for 
this charge, Captain Pickersgill is extensively concerned in wood and troolie cutting, which is now 
almost exclusively performed by Indians, and, in the opinion of your reporter, a bar to any such 
appointment. That, however desirable it might be to have a person resident in the Morocco 
Creek invested with civil authority, yet to your reporter a clergyman exercising the functions of 
a Magistrate has always appeared out of his place, and in a position tending but too frequently to 
embroil him with his flock, and to the injury of his spiiitual character. Were these objections 
entirely removed, a deep-rooted conviction on the mind of your reporter of the total unfitness of 
the present incumbent in the Morocco would preclude the possibility of your reporter recom- 
mending him to your Excellency for such an appointment. 

The unfortunate case of the Indian, Pero Mauvel, as stated in the journal of your reporter, 

would seem to point out the necessity of concluding an aiTangeraent with the Republic of 

i^ Columbia respecting the western boundary-line of this Colony, which, in the humble opinion of 

your reporter, should include the mouth of the Barima River, and all its tributary creeks from the 

sea to the Cayoni River. 

The internal communication by water which commences with the Tapacooma is entirely cut 
off by the Barima River, and commences again with the Amacoora Creek to the Orinoco, thus 
marking the natural boundary of the province between the Barima and Amacoora. 

If the right •bank of the Barima River were taken as the boundary, and all the extensive 
creeks which enter that stream on its left bank remain subject to the Columbian State, this Colony 
would be subjected to the danger of having all the runaways from either Government con- 
gregating on that fertile region without the right of control, and it is too distant from the seat of 
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the Columbian Government for its influence to be otherwise than only partially felt, especially as A 
the aborigines look to this Colony for protection. 

If the Wyena were selected as the boundary-line, the evil would be greatly increased by 
leaving a wider field of operation unoccupied. 

With respect to the labourers on the west coast of Essequibo ** having long declared their 
intention when free of driving the Indians from their settlements in the creek (Morocco), and 
occupying the sites themselves, and individual attempts have been frequently made and frustrated, 
but no impediment at present exists to a general rush in that direction." 

Under a state of slavery the frequent occurrence of an individual attempt such as here alluded 
to ought not to have excited any surprise ; on the contrary, it is matter of astonishment under a 
state of society fertile in causes inducing such individual attempts, their infrequency appears to 
have been the rule, and not the exception, for in the whole of the region in question not a single 
family or progeny of this description is to be found. t» 

Your reporter cannot help expressing his astonishment that the idea of " a general msh " of ^ 
the labourers of this coast to the Morocco Creek, for such a purpose could not possibly be entertained 
by any reflecting mind, when the causes whicli heretofore only produced individual attempts have 
totally disappeared, while the means of prevention remains the same. 

Your reporter in his intercoui-se with these people cannot tax his memoiy with ever having 
heard, either among them or among their employers any expressions or information which could 
induce him to believe that any such intention exists, or ever did exist, among them. They have no 
inducement whatever for such a proceeding, enjoying, da they notoriously do, too many comforts, 
and even luxuries, as the just reward of their labour to abandon them for the uncertainty, 
inconvenience, and privations of savage life. 

That some idle and disorderly individuals of African birth may be found desirous of adopting 
this mode of life your reporter thinks not impossible, and even some white men might be cited 
as examj)les, including the author of the Memorandum in question, as living frequently with the q 
salvage, imitating him in his dress, adopting and descending to his habits of life, instead of 
attempting his elevation to the standard of civilization which education has necessarily impressed 
upon himself. 

Your reporter, in support of his argument in further refutation of the idea of '* a general 
rush," would have most respectfully drawn the attention of your Excellency to the position of the 
two coffee estates situated in the Pomeroon River, and having communications vnth the Indians 
of the Morocco Creek almost every day. Yet the labourers on these two properties may be 
confidently cited as remarkable examples of good order and industry, with too many comforts to 
leave for the privations of the forest. 

Nor have the directors of these two propei-ties ever heard of such a scheme being for a 
moment entertained by their labourers, nor can it ever be successfully earned into effect, either 
collectively or individually, if the Superintendent perform his duty, and cultivate a good under- 
fltanding with the Indian tribes. It is also deserving of notice that there are only at this D 
moment (^vhen your reporter was in Pomeroon) twelve black labourers remaining in that river 
on the \vood and troolie-cutting estabUshments, of the many who were employed in that 
occupation previous to the 1st August as apprenticed labourers. They have all, with the 
exception of the above number, left the quarter and gone to the coast, their place being entirely 
supplied by the Indian. 

Finally, it is somewhat remarkable, and it seems to have escaped the notice of the author of 
the Memorandum, that there never was an estabhshment of bush or runaway negroes on the west 
coast of Eesequibo that had any lengthened existence, these having been confined to the east and 
west coasts of Demerara and the Demerara River. Therefore, it is the more improbable that such 
attempts will now be made in Essequibo when the causes which originally produced those of 
Demerara have entirely ceased to exist. 

The post-house at Ampa is in a state of dilapidation, somewhat similar to that of Pomeroon, 
scarcely habitable, even in the dry season, and the only occurrences recorded in the journals of E 
the two Postholders are those of the passage of Indians and the various residents in the two 
rivers. 

At the Grove Mission the house erecting for a day school is roofed, and will soon be ready 
to open. 

At Cariacaria, which is under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Ketly, preparations are being made 
to open a day school. 

All which is most respectfully submitted to your Excellency. 

(Signed) WILLIAM CRICHTON, Si(penntnid(>nt of Rivers 

ami Creelcs, and S. P. •/., County of Essequibo. 

A2ml 20, 1839. 

No. 790. F 

Report by Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks for Esscqniho, dated Jitnc 30, 1839. 

THE Report of William Crichton, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks for the county of 
Essequibo, 

Respectfully sheweth : 

That your reporter left Georgetown on the 26th day of April last for the post Ampa, where 
he remained a few days repairing his boat for proceeding to the Pomeroon district. 
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On leaving Anipa he visited various portions of the Essequibo district, transacting sucli 
business as came before him in course of his visit. 

He proceeded to the Pomeroon through the Tapacooma, visiting the estates and settlements 
in that river, and also the lazaretto in the Accaweeni Ci'eek to the post. 

In the Accaweeni he found the house, Avhich he had directed to be built on his previous visit, 
finished, according to contract, and inhabited by those of the lepers who were 'without the means 
of a proper shelter from the weather. 

These poor people had no complaints respecting their food or medical attendance, but 
requested that an iron pot of 1 gallon measure should be supplied to each of them, now reduced 
bv death to six individuals. 

On his arrival at the post he found the Postholder at his station having only the common 
occurrences of Indians passing and repassing to report. 
-^ The post-house requires considerable repairs, as previously mentioned by your reporter. 

" From the post he proceeded to the Morucco Creek, visiting the various settlements, attending 

to such complaints as came before him in his progress, particulars of which appears in the jomual 
of your reporter herewith respectfully laid over. 

It is worthy of remark here that on this last visit he has been more frequently appealed to 
for the purpose of settling claims as between Indian and Indian even of different nations than 
heretofore. 

From the Morruco he proceeded to the Wyina and Bariraa Rivers, thi'ough the inland com- 
munication by the creeks and savannahs to Honoboe, in the latter river, where he left the Indian 
Pero Manoel and his wife, who he had brought from thence as a prisoner to his Excellency the 
Governor at the request of the Indians of that village. 

Accounts for the expense of Pero Manoel and his wife to your reporter, the erection of the 
house in the Accaweeni Creek, and the Receiver-Generars receipt for fines levied are herewith 
n respecttiilly laid over. 

Your reporter gave Pero ilanoel to understand previous to his leaving Honoboe that he 
must make a new settlement for himself, and refrain from molesting the parties who had 
complained against him agreeably to the engagement he had entered mto with his Excellency 
the Governor, which he faithfully promised to perform, and peace appeared to be restored among 
them. 

On his retiuTi he repeated his visit to the post, the estates, and all the other settlements 
in tiie Pomeroon, returmug bj^ the Tapacooma to the coast, visiting the Ituribisee Creek, 
Supinaam Creek, and the settlements on the left bank of the Essequibo to Ampa, where he 
found the Postholder at his post having only the passing and repassing of the inhabitants 
residhig above the post and Indians to report and the amval of R. H. Schomburgk from the 
interior. 

At the missionary station of Caria Caria, under the superintendence of W. Kettly, although 

D it is upwards of six mouths since the building of a school-house was spoken of as being then 

about to be erected for the reception of Indian children, there is yet no appearance of such a 

building, nor does the general appc^arance of the establishment warrant a belief in its being in a 

healthy state of progression. 

In the Morucco Creek there is no ai)pearance of a school, nor is it in the humble opinion 
of your reporter ths spirit of that establishment as at present direct(id to impart edu [Ration to 
the rising generation, although the field is ample owing to the contiguity of Indian settlements 
to the residence of the clergyman in much greater numbers than in any other situation in 
the Colony. 

He visited the river above Ampa and the various settlements on its banks. 

At the Grove he found the school-house nearly ready for the reception of youth, and a 
considerable addition to the number of Indian cottages round the chapel, under the superinten- 
dence of Mr. Beruau, who appeared to be indefatigable in his endeavours to settle the Indians in 
E his immediate neighbourhood. 

In the whole of his visit he has not found any strangers located among the Indians, or any 
squatters on the Crown land. 

Your reporter would respectfully suggest that individuals or Companies employing Indians 
in wood-cutting or other labour should be compelled by law to employ a medical practitioner to 
administer to them in sickness. 

Although it is difficult to induce the Indians in general to take medicines when sick from a 
white man, yet the more enlightened among them will not refuse it, especially those of the 
Arawack nation, who are decidedly (superior) to all the others in the scale of civilization. 

Securing medical treatment to these poor people would tend very much to destroy the 
superstitious dread which is entertained among them of the power of the Peiiman, or Indian 
doctor, who is almost invariably the captain of the tribe, consequently a powerful enemy to the 
•« introduction of civilization among them, as it Avould entirely put an end to his influence. 
•^ All which is most respectfully submitted bv 

(Signed) WILLIAM CRICHTON, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks for the County 

June 30, 1839. of Essequibo 
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Inclosiire in Xo. 790. 

List of Fines levied by tlie Superinteudent of Rivers and Creeks for the County of Esseqmbo A 

for the Quarter ending June 30, 1839. 

1839. Florins 

Feb. 7. FaTorite Africa (omitted last quarter) . . . . . . . . . . 8 

May 18. William McClintock .. .. ., .. .. .. ., 7 



It 



21. Henry, of Dunbarton Castle .. .. .. ,. .. ., 3 '10 

June 6. Moore Kerston. ot Caledonia .. ., .. .. .. .. G 



Jttne 30, 1 839. 



24*10 

(Signed) WILLIAM CRICHTON, 



No. 791. 

B 

Journal of Supmntendent of Hirers and Creeks in Esseqmhofor the Quarter ending June 30, 1839. 

April 2(». — Left Coorgetown at noon, and proceeded for Anipa. Arrived at Fort Island at 
5 P.M., and remained for the night. 

April 27. — Some rain fell this morning, and at 10 A.M. the labourer, John Peters, prefen-ed a 
complaint against Allen Mathews, carpenter, for a balance of wages and for ejecting him fi'om a 
piece of land, after putting in provisions, which had been given hun to cultivate. Mathews, 
being absent in Leguan, adjourned the matter until my return to the island. At 11 A.M. 
proceeded for Ampa. Called at Itakka ; found no complaints. At 4 P.M, reached Ampa ; found 
all well. 

On firing a signal gun for my arrival one of the principal hands got badly burnt. 

Ai^ril 158. — Sent the corial to Masseroeni. 

ApriJ 29. — (Corial returned : reported all well. C 

A/yril 30. — Employed painting and repairing the corial to proceed to Pomeroon. 

Afay 1. — Last night and this morning several heavy showers of rain fell, and in the afternoon 
Mr. liumph came up from Wakenaam for water. 

A sloop passed down the river belonging to llr. M. Eytels. 

Afai/ 2. — Heavy rain. 

Afai/ 3. — Heavy rain. Buchaiman's boat passed up, and two corials with Indians passed down 
the river. 

Mff]/ 4. — Heavy rain. De Bretton's schooner and Buchannan's boat passed down the river. 

Mffy o. — Heavy rain. Mr. Henderson passed down, and a corial with seven Accaway Indians 
passed for Georgetown. 

May t3. — Fair. Mr. Ansdell passed up. 

May 7. — Heavy showers throughout the day. ,^ 

Mai/ 8. — Mr. Meertens came from Palmers Point, Masseroeni, and returned again. Heavy ^ 
sbowei"s. Left Ampa noon; called at Itakka, thence to Weriwericoori Creek. Amved at 
sundown, and remained for the night. 

Here two complaints were* prefeiTcd by Jane Meertens : one against Azor Meeitens for 7 f , 
the other against Betsey Sarstrik for 12 guilders. 

May 9. — Started at 6 A,M. for the east side of Hog Island. Called at Mrs. Ilartog's; found no 
complaints. Thence to Mr. WessePs; no complaints. Thence to J. D. Deege's : no complaints. 
Thence to Mr. Dowdy's ; no complaints. Thence to Mr. Boehm's and Kreen's ; no complaints. 
Thence to the Brickery ; no complaints. Thence to Fort Island; arrived at 11 A.iL; found the 
Postholder absent. Sent a sununons to Allen Mathews, on the complaint of John Peters, 
labourer, to appear at tlie house of Mrs. Wessel's, on Fort Island, at 12 oY-lock noon. 

Mathews appeared on the summons, and stated that complainant Peters had been in his 
employ only three mouths and a-halt, instead of three months and twenty-five days as stated by ^ 
complainant. 

This statement having been corroborated by William Mann, one of the coriaVs crew, the 
absent days being adjusted, and allowance made for the labour expended on the piece of land, the 
balance due John Peters proved to be 1 joe. Settled accordingly. 

(Signed) William CRicnxox, 

Superintendent and SJ.P, 

In the matter of complaint of September Prookter against Herant for work done on a piece of land, 

of which Herant had resumed 2)ossession. 

Decision. — That Herant pay to the complainant, September Prockter, the sum of 40 guilders 
as wages for his labour on said lands, having previously examined the same. 

(Signed/ William Crichton, 

Superintendent and S.JJ\ p 

Heavy rain the greater part of this day. Remained for the night. 

May 10. — Started at 6 A.M., and examined the remaining part of the east side of Hog Island ; 
thence round to Troolie Island, visiting all the settlements thereon. 

At Mr. Stoll's found Azor Meertens, labourer, agahist whom Mr. Owen Tacksman, of the 
Perseverance saw-mill, had lodged a complaint, for quitting his service before his engagement 
was completed ; also Jane Meertens for a debt of 7 f 

Azor being sick with fever, and confined to his bed, could not remove him. He promised 
faithfuUv to return and complete his engagement, and also to pav the 7 f. as soon as he was able 

t696-6] ' Y 
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-V ^ go to work. Gave him some medicines, and proceeded to the KJip. Arrived at 5 P.M. 
Heavy rain, throughout the day. Remained for the night. Sent for Betsey Sarstick on the 
complaint of Jane Meertens for 12 f She acknowledged the debt, and promised to settle it next 
week. No other complaints. 

May 11. — Started at half-past 6 A.M. for the Supinaam Creek and the intervening settlements 
and creeks on the left bank of the river, and arrived at the saw-mill at 3 P.M. through heavy rain. 
Found no complaints ; remained for the night. 

May 12, Sunday. — Remained at the saw-mill. Heavy rain during the day. 

]^ay 13. — Started at 6 A.M., during heavy rain, for Wakenaam for a supply of stores. Thence 
to Airy Hall, where I arrived at 5 P.M., and remained for the night. 

May 14. — At G A.AL proceeded to Richmond, where I arrived at 9 A.M., but being low water 
could not haul over the front dam till 3 P.M. Remained for the night. 

May 15. — Heavy rain. Started at 10 a.m. for the Tapacooma Lock, but owing to the small 
B quantity of water in the trench did not reach the lock till 7 P.M. Remained for the night. 

May K). — Remained at the lock to rest the people. Heavy rain. Remained for the night. 

May 17. — Heavy rain. Started for the Pomeroou at 9 A.M. Visited two. settlements in the 
Tapacooma ; no complaints. Arrived at the hill in the Pomeroon at 3 P.M., and remained for 
the night. 

The Indian Capoey preferred a complaint against G. F. Pickersgill for three months' wages, 
which complainant stated Mr. Pickersgill refused to pay. Gave him a note to Mr. Pickersgill, 
and sent him with it. The Indian returned after a short absence, stating that Mr. Pickersgill still 
refused to pay him ; being late, told him to remain until morning. 

May 18. — The same Indian made a complaint against one of my crew, named Serginton, for 
the value of a packall which he had taken from him a long time ago in Georgetown. Called the 
man up, and on his being confronted with the Indian he could not deny the charge, and 




case 
in 
the Indian's debt, after deducting for seventeen absent days, which the claimant acknowledged 
to be correct, the sum of 54 f., which was immediately paid, when I returned to the liill. The 
payment of this claim had been resisted for nearly a year. 

(Signed) ' William Crichton, 

SupeAnteiident and S.J.P. 

Ned Bi-uce, labourer, prefeiTcd a complaint against William McClintock for assault by striking 

him in the face. 

Sent a summons for McClintock, who appeared in charge of the constable. 

Complainant, sworn, says ho gave a buck some things to buy fowls. The buck brought the 
-rx fowls to the watei-side. The prisoner went to the waterside, and took the fowls from the corial. 
The buck told him not to take them. He then took them, and gave the buck money for them. 
Complainant came homo and asked the piisoner for them, when prisoner struck complainant two 
blows. Complainant did not see the prisoner take the fowls. Says the buck told him so. The 
Indian being called stated it was not the prisoner who had taken the fowls. 

The prisoner, in his defence, stated that the complainant had attacked him in a very violent 
manner, using very improper language, persisting that he had taken the fowls from the Indian, 
although he had repeatedly told him that the fowls had been purchased from the Indian by a 

Mr. Pauli. 

Does not deny the assault, to which he was provoked by the complainant pereisting in his 
accusiition, of which he was entirely innocent. 

Guilty. Fined in the mitigated penalty of 10^. 

(Signed) WiLLiAM Crichtox, 

25 Superintendent and S.J.P. 

Remained at the hill for the night. 

May 19. — Being Sunday, remained at tlie hill. 

May 20 — Jacobus, an Indian, complained that he had served Mr. Pickersgill for six months as 
butler, occasionally working on board the schooner, and that he had received no payment excerpt 
a shirt and a pair of trousers. 

Mrs. Pickersgill sent over, under cover, three accounts against three several parties residing 
at the hill, viz., R. Pemberton for 84 f. 10 c. He said he only owed 42 f , and would get 
Mr. Hancock as security. Mr. Hancock, having consented, signed the accoiuit, reserving all 
Mrs. Pickersgill's rights. 

Sophia Goring, for 20 f. 1 c, who acknowledged the debt to be correct, and brought 
John Moll as security for the amount. Signed the account accordingly. 

Jenny Forrester, 52 f., who had no money to pay. but acknowledged the account to be 
T^ correct. Wrote accordingly on the account, and signed it. 

The woman Grace complained against the woman Nelly, residing at Mr. Bunbury's, for a debt 

ot 10 f. 

Started at 8 A.M. for the Post, called at Pickersgill's, and handed the accounts acknowledged, 

with the securities as above, to Mrs. Pickersgill, and stated the complaint of Jacobus, when it 

appeared that the complaint was upwards of five years old, when the complainant was a boy, <ind 

sent then by his parents for his food and clothing. Dismissed the complaint. Proceeded to 

Perseverance. Sent for the woman Nelly, on the complaint of Grace. Nelly acknowledged the 

debt, and promised payment on my return from Morocco. Found the Padre here on his return 

from Georgetown. 
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Proceeded to the Land of Promise, where I arrived at 6 P.M., and remained for the night. A. 
No complaints. 

Mat/ 21. — Proceeded at 5 A.M. for Dnubarton Castle ; in passing visited the Accaweini Creek, 
Found the house which the Indian Calixtro had contracted to erect for the lepers finished, and the 
lepers comfortably Iodised, each having a dry room, but complained of a want of iron pots, say 
seven in number, of 1 gallon each. 'I'hey had no other complaint. Reached Dunbarton Castle at 
half-paftt 7 A.M. 

The labourer Sally complained against Henry, also a labourer on the same estate, for assault 
and abusive language. 

Sally, the complainant, being sworn, stated that this morning she came to her work to wash 
chocolate, and went to the store to take some ham for Prince, a labourer on the estate (a store is 
kept on the estate). A buckine was sitting there. The prisoner came and told her to come out 
of the store, abused her, tore her frock, and called her a worthless bitch. 

Prisoner tore her frock because she was at work, saying she (the complainant) had no " 
business to work, as the rest of the people were not at work to-day. 

This statement was confirmed by Mr. Whittington and Jack Castlereagh, the constable. 

Prisoner, in his defence, did not deny the cliarge, but stated that complainant had abused 
him at some time previously. Guilty. Fined 5«., being his first offence, but explained to him 
that if he did not choose to work himself he had no right to prevent other persons from working 
who might be inclined to work, and that any future attempt of the kind, either by him or others, 
to prevent those from working who were willing to work would subject them to punishment. 

(Signed) William Crichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J,P, 

Visited plantation Caledonia. Found a complaint against a labourer, who had given security /- 
to Mr. Ware on his last visit for his future good behaviour. 

At the urgent request of his securities, gave liini until my return from Morocco to amend his 
ways, otherwise to be sent off the estate, in terms of the decision of Jlr. Ware. 

Returaed to Dunbarton Castle, and thence to the Post. Found the Postholder at home, and 
all well. Kemained for the night. 

M((f/ 2'2. — Started at 6 a.m. for the Morocco. Ftmnd that James Campbell and his party had 
left the settlement at the creek mouth, and had returned to iiis place in the Upper Poraeroon. 
Breakfasted at the mouth of the creek, and at 10 a.m. proceeded up the creek. At 12 noon 
reached the Haimoracabroe Oeek, up which I proceeded to the Indian settlements. 

Captain William complained that Mr. Seward owed him for work done at Hill, in Pomeroon, 
as also Mr. Bunbury, at Perseverance ; told him to be ready to go with me on my return in about 
ten days. Found no strangers. Returned down the creek, and proceeded up the Morocco to Juan's, 
where I arrived at 5 p.m.. and remained for the night. Found no strangers. ]{ained the whole day. J) 

May 23. — Fine weather. Two Indians came and complained, one against Richard See, and 
the other agamst Albertus Stoll, both of Pomeroon, for the non-payment of their wages. Told 
thorn to be ready to accompany me to Pomeroon on my retui'ii from Barinia, when their cases 
could be heard. Pnid the Indian Calixtro, for erecting the house for tlie lepers, in the Accaweeni, 
\^{) f., and dividing it into three apartments. Remained for the night. Found that the Padre 
Hennant had been absent from the creek upwards of a month. 

3f((i/ 24. — Heavy rain. Started at 10 a.m. for the head oi" the creek. Found the Captain of 
the Spanish Indians absent. Said to be in the Waini. On arriving at the savannah found the 
water so low that I could only get on by shoving with poles, and with great labour and difficulty 
only reached the last settlement at 3 p.m., where I remained for the night. 

Mai/ 2.5. — Started at {\ A.M., with a hired corial for my baggage and provisions, through 
heavy and incessant rain, for the Barabara, shoving with poles all the way through the savannah. 
Anived at the firat settlement in the Assacatta Creek at 2 p.m. Cooked breakfast at the water- E 
Kide, and at 3 P.M. proceeded up the creek to Captain Joseph's, where I arrived at 5 p.m., and took 
up my quarters for the night. Found no strangers or comj>laints. 

Mai/ 26, Sunday, — Heavy rain. Remained for the day. 

May 27. — Started at 6 a.m. for the AVaini and the passage through the savannah to Barima. 
Reached the Waini River at 2 p.m., and proceeded up the river against a strong ebb tide for the 
Morebo Ci'eek, which I entered at half-past 3 p.m., and at o p.m. encamped on the left bank for the 

Mai/ 28. — Started at 4 in the morning for the Barima through the creeks and savannah, 
fcjhoving through the latter with poles, and arrived at the Barima River at 3 i\M., some distance 
above Honoboe. Proceeded down the river, and reached Honoboe at 5 p.m. ; being low water, 
eould not enter the creek until the water flowed. Cooked at the creek mouth, and reached the 
Bettlement at K P.M. Found all quiet. No strangers. The Captain absent, having gone to the 
Amacoora, in the mouth of the Orinoco. 1^ 

May 29. — Called the son of the (^aptain of the people who were at the settlement together, 
and stated to them that Pero Manoel, who I had brought back with me, must go and make a 
settlement of his own, as it appeared he could not live in peace in the settlement, and that any 
disturbances or outrages such as had already taken place among them occuring again would be 
severely punished. 

That his Excellency the Governor had sent back Pero on these conditions being complied 
with, to which they all promised strict attention and obedience; and at 7 a.m. I left the settle- 
ment on my return through the creek. Heavy rain. Reached the camp on the left bank of the 
Morebo at 6 p.m., where I remained for the night. 
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A May 30. — Started at 5 a.m. for the Waini, which I ascended to the Caujebally Creek. 

Proceeded to the landing-place, which I reached at 11 a.m. Cooked breakfast, after which 
proceeded to visit the Indian settlements, viz.. Captain Peters and three others. Found no 
strangers or complainants, and at 2 p.m. began my return down the Waini to the Warapokko 
Creek, on the left bank of the river, where I arrived at 5 P.M., and encamped at the creek mouth 
for the night. 

May 31. — Heavy rain last night ; the camp flooded in the morning. At 8 a.m. proceeded up 
the creek to the settlements. Found the Captain absent. Visited two settlements far inland. 
Found no strangers or complaints, and at 2 p.m. began my return to the camp at the creek mouth, 
where I arrived at half-past 3 p.m., when immediately after the captain arrived from the Barima 
and complained that he had wrought as a labourer in Pomcroon with Mr. StoU and had not been 
paid, and that one of his people hud worked with Mr. Campbell at Carawab, and had not been 

^ Told him if his story was a true one to follow me to the Morocco Creek in three days, where 

he would find me at Peters, and from thence to proceed to Pomeroon, where his case would be 
heard. Remained in tlie same camp for the night. 

June 1. — Heavy rain in the niglit. Started at 5 a.m. down the river for the Baramany and 
Assacatta Creeks, and aiTived at the first settlement in the latter at I p.m. Cooked breakfast at 
the water-side, after which proceeded to the settlement of Captain Joseph, where I arrived at 
3 P.M., and found all the Headmen of the other settlements in the creek in attendajice. Thev all 
declared there were no strangers among them, nor had any of them any complaints. Took up my 
quarters for the night. 

June 2. — Stai-ted from Joseph s at G a.m. down the creek for the Barabara, through the 

savannah of the Morocco ; in the middle of the savannah met a corial with a sick Indian returning 

from the hill in Pomeroon to the Morebo Creek. Foundplenty of water in the savannah. Reached 

r^ Figlands at 2 p.m. Heavy rain the whole day. Cooked breakfast, and at 3 p.m. proceeded to 

Juan's. Heavy rain. Anived at Juan's at 6 P.M., and remained for the night. 

June o. — The Spanish-Indian woman, Manoela Polito, complained against the woman 
Josepha for telling lies, as she alleged, for the purpose of causing a quan-el. The complaint was 
supported by the testimony of the Indian, Calixtro, and as it was the first ofi'ence, dismissed 
Josepha with an admonition to be careful how she allowed her tongue to disturb tlio harmony of 
the creek. 

The complaint of Jose Antonio Ossorio, Spanish Indian, against Daniel, of the Warrow nation, 
for stealiuo^ cassava from the field of the complainant. 

Daniel, on being asked if it was true that he had stolen cassava from the field of 
Ossorio, readily admitted that he had taken one baskel, and that he had since paid an axe 
for it. 

Complainant alleged that he had taken more than one basket, as well as some yams. 
X) Maria Basiliano, being called, stated that she saw his family stealing com and cassava from 

the field. No ; they were not the children of the accused. This being the case of the com- 
plainant, and as he admitted ha^-ing received the axe as a compensation, dismissed the parties, 
with a warning to each of them to respect his neighbours' fields, as they had plenty of land, 
and if they committed any depredations they would be punished. 

Angustino, Spani.sh Indian, complained against Simiteo, a WaiTOAv, for a debt of 8 dollars, 
which he refused to pay. 

Simiteo being sent for, he attended, and on being asked if he owed Augustino th'e sum he 
claimed, he acknowledged he did, and denied having refused to pay it, but said he had not the 
money. After a little tolk among the parties it was arranged to the entire satisfaction of the 
complainant. 

The Arawack Indian, Joseph, complained against Simiteo for a debt of 1 dollar, which he 
acknowledged to be correct, and arranged it to the satisfaction of complainant. 
E June 4. — Complaint entered by Calixtro, Spanish Indian, against the Warrow Indian, Ben, for 

a debt of 8 dollars, for whom a messenger was dispatched. 

At the request of the Spanish Indian, James Wakina, wrote a letter to Joseph Medina, to be 
delivered to him on his return from the Orinoco. The complainant, Wakina, stated that Medina 
had abandoned his daughter, named Maria Wakina, with whom he had one child, now living, and 
without giving it or the mother any support. 

It was stated by Bernardino that Medina would not return, and that he had sold his house for 
20 dollars, which was not yet paid. 

Directed the purchaser not to pay the money until it could be ascertained whether he meant to 
return or not. 

The Warrows, Prince, William, and Sally, complained against the Postholder in Pomeroon 

that he owed them severally a month's wages. On being asked whether they hud bargained for 

^ money or goods, replied — salemporis and other articles. Stated that it was possible the Post^ 

^ holder may have had to send to Georgetown for the articles, and told them to be ready to proceed 

with me the next morning to the Post, when it w-as stated by some Indians, who had just arrived, 

that the Postholder was absent on the coast. Gave them a letter to the Postholder. 

Jane 5. — This morning the Warrow, Ben, made his appearance, and admitted that he owed 
Calixtro the sum of 8 dollars, which he settled with complainant, and no more complaints being 
announced, at 10 A.M. started on my return. Visited the Padre, and stood godfather for a Spanish- 
Indian chikl, and continued my route to the creek mouth, where I arrived at 6 P.M., and encamped 
on the beach for the night. 

June G. — A few showeis of rain in the night. Started at 6 a.m., and reached the Post at 
8 A.M. Found the PosthoUk-r and family absent on the coast on some particular family businesB. 
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Proceeded to Dunbarton Castle, where I arrived at 10 a.m. Cooked breakfast at tho water-side. A 
AVeiit up to the buildings to procure some fish and pUiintaius for my crew, when a (complaint was 

ineferred by the constable (Jack Castlereagh) on Dunbarton (Jastle against Moore Kersten, 
abourer on plantation Caledonia, for resisting him in the performance of his duty when 
endeavouring to quell a disturbance on the estate, tearing his shirt, which he exhibited. 

Sent a constable to (Jalcdonia for Moore Kerston, who made his appearance in custody, when 
Jack Castlereagh, being sworn, stated that he was standing in the gallery of the dwelling-house 
when he saw the prisoner making a fight in the labourers* yard ; went to him and told him not to 
fight there, when prisoner laid hold of complainant and wrestled with him and tore his shirt 
(complainant produced shirt) ; is a constable, and was resisted by the prisoner in endeavouring to 
keep the peace. This occurred last week. 

Prisoner, on being asked, declined putting any questions to this witness. 
Hector, a labourer on Dunbarton Castle, for the prosecution, sworn : — Knows the prisoner ; 
says the prisoner came from Caledonia (me day last week and challenged him to fight ; witness " 
declined fighting, when prisoner struck him ; .lack Castlereagh came to part us, and prisoner 
tore his shirt. No defence. Guilty. Fined 2 dollars ; to remain in custody till paid. 

(Signed) William Criohtox, 

Superintendent and S^T,P. 

The money was immediately paid, and the prisoner discharged with an admonition to be more 
guarded in future, as resistance to a constable in the execution of his duty could not be 
passed over. 

No more comphiiuts having appeared at Dunbarton Castle, proceeded to Caledonia, wliere I 
remained until the flood tide in the evening, during which period no complaints appeared. Found 
here in a cellar twenty-seven stand of unserviceable muskets, which had formerly been at the Post, 
and were removed to this place on the death of one of the late Postholders for safety until a new q 
appointment. 

Directed their delivery to the Posthokler to be sent to th»-' Annoury in Georgetown. 

Started at half-past 6 P.M. for the Upper River, and arrived at Pei'severance (B. Bunbury's) at 
1 o'clock ill th(* morning, and remained for the rest 6f the night. 

Jtnyi 7. — Found that the woman Nelly had paid the 10 guilders on the complaint of Grace, 
ahead V mentioned. 

Received here tlu» price of the cow of Philip Alstein, killed by Joseph Lino and Albcrtus Stoll, 
which had been d(Hnded some months ago. 

John Sutton appeared, and laid claim to the two corials an-ested on my warrant on passing 
down the river as oeing made by labourers in his pay, and while receiving his fish and plantains. 
Told him 1 could not hear the case imtil all parties were present, for which I had just then issued 
summons to appear at the Hill t(>-mon'5w. 

Mrs. Maria Timmerman*s complaint against the boy Welcome came next. It was not denied O 
that the complainant was godmother to Welcome, and tliat she had brought him up from an 
infant. That he is a half Indian bv the mother's side. Parents were never married. Mother 
dead. 

The boy, declaring that he was anxious to learn the trade of a boat-builder with John Simon 
rather than remahi longer a house-boy, and Mr. John Simon, master builder, having expressed his 
willingness to take th(^ boy as an apprentice, on the usual terms, Mrs. Maria Timmerman, as his 
godmother, cons(Miting. Settled accordingly. 

(Signed) WiLr.iAM Crichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J. P. 

June 8. — Proceeded to the residence of Mrs. Christina Stoll, where a complaint was prefen-ed 
by the Warrow Indian Simeteo, from Morocco, for three months' wages. 

The following list of articles having been named by Simeteo iis satisfactory are to be delivered ^^ 
on his return from (Jecn'getown : — 



1 piece (talemporis. 
1 cutlass. 
]0 axe^. 



I comb. 
I knife. 
1 pair scissors. 



(Signed) ^^"ILL1AM CrICHTON, 

Superintendent and S.J.F, 

Proceeded to the Hill, where I found two Indians from Morocco named Polydore and 
Tought, who comphiined that they had been paid by an order on Georgetown for their labour 
instead of cash. 

Tought said his account Avas correctly made out, and all he wanted was the money, and not 
an order on Georgetown. 

The money was inunediately paid him. 

Polydore complained that his account was made out 3 dollars short, but, on inspection of the 
books of the establishment, it appeared he claimed payment for absent days, and Jonn Larion, the 
foreman, having been called and sworn, proved the journal of work to have been kept by himself, 
and that the complainant had been absent from his work the number of days entered against him. 
Dismissed the complaint of short reckoning, and ordered payment of the account, 30 f., in cash. 
instead of the order. Immediately paid. 

(Signed) WiLLIAM (yRICUTOX, 

Sui>erintendent and S.J. P. 

[G9(>— G] Z 
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A John Sutton and Henry Pauli appeared as claimants for the two corials, aiTested at the 

instance of Pauli. on my going down the river. 

Henry Pauli states that, during the time he was employed by John Sutton to superintend 
certain Indians at their labour in cutting troolies and materials, the Indians having left iho 
employ of Sutton, their engagement being up, claimant then employed them to make the two 
small corials for payment. Sutton's work being too heavy, they said they would not stop with 
him any longer at it, and that the Indian Captain, Phillippi, agreed to this, until Sutton, who 
was then absent, should return to pay him and his people their wages. 

Claimant Pauli said this was his case, and declined calling witnesses. 

John Sutton, the other claimant, being called on for his case stated that he employed Henry 
Pauli, and paid him at the rate of 1 dollar per diem to superintend the gang of Indian labourers 
in his employ. 

Pauli, the other claimant, went for the Indians the 21st January last, and arrived with them 
-" on the 12th February last. Claimant was not at home when Pauli returned, but when he arrived 
he inquired of Pauli how he had agi'eed or bargained with the Indians he had engaged. Pauli 
replied for two months and three weeks, during which period he, claimant, was absent in George- 
town with a load of troolies. 

Said this was his case, and requested that the Indians Phillippi and Francisco might be called 
as witnesses. 

Phillippi and Francisco being Warrows, and not understanding any other language, Charles 
StoU was sworn as interpreter. 

PhilUppi, a WaiTow Indian, stated through the interpreter, that Pauli engaged him to work 
for the claimant Sutton for one month, and afterwards for two and a-half months. Says that 
during this period he was employed on claimant Sutton's work. Yes; during these two and a 
half months be made the two corials for Pauli. Not on Siindays. The corials were made during 
(1 the time he worked for Sutton. He got his allowance of fish and plantains at the time he was 
working on the corials. 

Pauli gave him a dollar to buy cassava for his children. Was a wec^k working at the 
corials. 

Claimants declined putting any further (juestions to this witness. 

Francisco, Warrow, says he was engaged for three months to w^ork for Sutton. Says he had 
begun to work for Sutton before Pauli took him away to work at the corials. Received his 
allowance of fish and plantains with the other Indians. His time is up the end of this moon. He 
was seven days at work on the corials. This closed the case. 

The corials to be given up to Sutton, having been manufactured at his expense of labour and 
provisions. 

(Signed) William Crichtox, 

SicperintenJent and S.J.P, 

D 

Michael Smithy .\j*a>rark Indian^ v. John Sutton, for three tnonths^ waqe^. 

Complainant states that he worked lor fFohn Sutton for three months, no absent days. Saj's 
he agreed for money — for 1 joe per month. 

Henry Pauli knows the complainant. Knows he worked for Sutton for three months. 
Charles Stoll knows complainant. Knows he worked for Sutton. Never knew him to lay up. 
Cannot swear he may not have been absent some days. Deducting the value of the articles which 
complainant acknowledged he had received, it appeared there remained a bnlance due him of 
49 f. 10 c, which was immediately paid. 

( Signed) WiLLiAM Criohtox, 

K Super int end ent and S.JJ\ 

John, an Arawack Indian, complained that he had also worked for Sutton for tw^o months 
and a-half, which was not denied by Sutton, and 55 f. being immediately paid complainant, he 
was discharged. 

(Signed) WiLLiA^r Crichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J. P. 

Remained at the Hill for the night. 

June 9. — Being Sunday, remained at the Hill. 

June 10. — Daniel, a Warrow Indian, complained that he had been in the service of Albertue 
F Stoll for four months, and had not been paid his wages. 

Henry Pauli sworn as intrepreter. 

Daniel stated, through the interpreter, that lu^ had been employed by Stoll for fom* months 
as a cook and house ser>''ant. Says lie received three shirts and two caps during that time from 
Stoll. 

Stoll being called on for his defence, said that lie did iK^t engage him to remain and work for 
him. That he came to his place to remain until a quarrel which he had got into with some of" his 
countiymen could be made up, and that he oidy employed him to caiTy his breakfast and dinner to 
where he, Stoll, was at work. 

John Simon, who lived with Stoll at the time, corroborated the statement of Stoll, and 
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that Daniel had had articles at various times from StoU to the Hmount of 33 f. 10 c, agreeably to \ 
a list exhibited, only one detail of which (a comb) the (complainant denied. Complaint 
disniissed. 

(Signed) William (Jrichton, 

Superintendent and S,J.F. 

Jacobus, Indian, complainerd' in behalf of his wife, Mary Anne, also an Indian, against the 
labourer Ned, residinjr at the Hill, for assault and tearing her clothes. 

Ned pleaded " Not Guilty." 

Cliarles Stoll ffsvorn as interpreter. 

Mary Anne stated she knew the prisoner Ned. Prisoner held her, and tore her clothes by 
accident. He was playing with her. 

A. Hancock gave the prisoner a good character. t> 

Complaint dismissed. 

(Signed) William Crichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J.P. 

Daniel Reid, seaman on board the sloop '' Ellen," of Demerara, complained against Captain 
Bachus, commanding the *' Ellen," for assault. 

Bachus made application to be allowed to make it up with compUinant previous to heaiing, 
for which purpose parties withdrew, and shortly after returned, stating that they had made up the 
affair, and withdrew the complaint. 

(Signed) William Crichtox, 

Snpenntendent and S.J.P, 

Settled and signed the account of Domingo Antonio, in which he acknowledged 11 dollars 
to be due to the Hill- and that he had Jigreed to work until he paid it, or to bring the money. 

(Signed) William Crichtox, 

Superintendent and S.J.I\ 

Started for the Upper River, taking with me theCarabisce Indian John, a complainant against 
Donald Campbell, of Carawab, for a month's wages. Arrived at Carawab at sundown, and 
remained for the night. 

June 12. — ^This morning heard the complaint of John, which, proving correct, the amount, 
after deducting the v-alue for a shirt and cap, which he acknowledged to have received, was 
immediately settled* No other complaints appeared from any of the Indians of the establishment, 
and I was about returning, when the wife of William, a Carabisce Indian, complained against him r) 
for ill-usagft by repeatedlv beating her. 

William, on being asked what he had to say to the charge, could not altogether deny, and 
pleaded, in excuse, that he had taken a drop too much. Gave him a severe lecture on his 
conduct, and made him promise before his countrymen l>etter behaviour towards his wife in 

future. 

(Signed) Wn.LiAM ('richtox, 

Supenntendeid and S.J.P. 

Started at 7 A.M. for the Hill ; arrived at the Hill at noon. Found no new complaints. 
Proceeded up the Tapacooma for the Lock. Called at P. Alstein's. Gave a letter of licence, 
subject to the approval of his Excellent^ the Governor, to the half-breed Indian Avoman, of the 
Warrow nation, by the mother s side, to occupy a small spot of land on the left bank of the 
Arapiakko Creek, near its junction with the Pomeroon, No complaints. Proceeded to the E 
residerjce of Kingston. No complaints. Met the Lord Bishop here. Remained for the night. 
The Bishop proceeded for the lock contrary to my advice at that late hour, (> P.M. 

Ju7ie 13. — Started at 5 a.m., and reached the lock as soon as the Lord Bishop, who was 
obhged to put up with inferior lodgings, finding it impossible to reach the lock last night. 

Wrote a letter to Phillip Alstein, on the complaint of John William, an Arawack, residing near 
the lock, respecting a claim for some timber. 

The Indian, Thomas Arnout, complained that W. Elliot, now residing in the Demerara River, 
owed him 10 dollars for cutting seriawabally blocks for him two years ago. 

Mem. — To instruct the Superintendent of Demerara of this. 

At 11 A.M. proceeded for the coast by the Lima Trench, and reached the coast at 5 p.m. 
Hauled over the dam, and proceeded for Airy Hall. Arrived at 10 p.m. Squally weather and 

heavy rain. * p. 

JuTic 14. — Remained at Airy Hall to rest the people and dry the baggage. ^ 

June 15. Started at 6 a.m. for the Ituribisce Creek, and visited the Indian settlements. Found 

no strangers or complainta Returned down the Creek, and, at 3 p.m.. proceeded to Wakenaam 
for supplies. Thence to Supenaam Creek. Remained for the night. 

Jwiie 16. — Sunday ; remained in the creek. Heavy rain. 

June 17. Heavy rain ; remained in the creek, and had communication with the Aratak, Oco, 

and Auroria Creek Indians. No strangers or complaints among them. 

JuM 18. Started at 11 A.M. for the Klip ; visited the west side of TrooHe island. Found all 

right. Arrived at the Klip at half-past 6 p.m., and remained for the night. Some heavy showeni 
Aiiring the day. 
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^V June 19. — ^Visited Wes()ncal)<)roe, Scliooiihoven, Caperwari. and Caria Caria Creeks. Found 

no strangers or complaints. At the latter place no further progress appears to have been made in 
the erection of the scliool formerly spoken of; nor does the general appearance of the place 
warrant an opinion that the settlement is progressing. Various causes might be assigned for this. 
Visited Saripapa. Foiuid no complaints. 

June 20. — Started at 6 A.M. for Weriweriecoroe Creek. Found no strangers or complaints. 
Found that Betsy Sarstic had paid her account already mentioned, and Azor at work. Remained 
for the night. 

June 21. — Started at (5 A.M. for Groot Creek. Found no strangera or complaints. Thence to 
Saxacalli. Found no complaints. Thence to Ampa. Arrived at 8 P.m. Found all well. 

Jvnc 22, 28, 24.— At Ampa. 

Jitne 25. — Visited the Masseroeni, Cayoni, and the Grove. Found no strangers or complaints. 
The school-house at the Grove is nearly finished. Returned to Ampa. Found a complaint lodged 
-K by some Indians from Tiger Ci-eek that they had been ejected from their lands by Mr. Clark, the 
wood-cutter, purchaser of Birmingham's Grant. 

June 26. — Proceeded at G P.M. for Tiger Creek to inquire into the matter of the Indiaiis 
complaint. Mr. Clark being absent, served him with notice. Proceeded to Weriwericoroo Creek, 
and remained for the night. Beached the creek at 1 in the moniing. 

June 27. — Started at (> A.M., and arrived at Fort Island at 1() A.M. lleavv rain. 

On the complaint of M. Eytels against Johannis Kvtels for detaining a corial, i)roperty of the 
complainant. 

Wrote a letter for its delivery. The Postholder absent from the fort. Started again ato l*.M., 
and took my quarters for the night at Mora, on the right bank of the river. 

Ju7ie 28. — Started at G AM. for Georgetown, Avhere I amved at 2 P.M. Heavv min. 

(Signed) WILLIAM CKICHTOX, 

Superinieudeiit and S.J. P. 

June 30, 1889. 

No. 792. 

Misfiioiwru Yond to ilic Gort'ranr. 

Ui*W(i Rapids, Ru]nnmn}j Rirn\ /iritift/t (ruiana. 
May it please your Excellency. October 14, 1839. 

IT was but vestcrdaA- that I received vour Kxcelleiicv's official letter dated the 2(itli 
August. 

Six days ago I sent (^ff my canoe to town carrying despatches for England, which I have 
j\ ordered to lie shown to your Excellency, seeing they contain every information respecting my 
movements and labours since I left Demerara in March last up to the present time, Mnthin a 
few days. 

In respect to the cliarge of my having armed the Indians against the Brazilian authorities, 
which M. Rouilhon has been pleased to make against me, I have merely to state that I have never 
done so. and hope I never shall be found arming the Indians against any Government 
whatever. 

It would ill become me, considering the office I hold, to act the part of a warrior or a disturber 
of public peace. 

From what circinnstances M. R(niilhon can have gathered such ideas respecting mo I camiot 
conceive, unless it be from some rumour of the Indians having flocked to me at Pirara in the 
month of August 1838 in order to (escape the hands of those horrid kidnappers who came at that 
time in search of settlements, upon the inhabitants of which they might pounce during the night 
J] and so cany them away, whom, alas, the Indians have hithei-to too much cause to fear. It ever 
fear or dread seized upon any poor souls, it was siu-ely upon the Indians at that anxious time. 
How often did they come to Avake me in the dead of night whenever they had heard anytliing of 
any suspicious men being seen. IIow often did they ask, saying : Domine, what shall we ao? 
Shall we flee to the mountains to escape the men who have already carried a part of some of our 
families away ? To whom I said you had better remain where you are, for you will starve in the 
mountains ; fear not, let us call upon God, and when they come, if, indeed, they dtu 1 myself" 
will go alone to meet them, and use all the influence 1 possess to save you; fear not. 

About this time I received intelligenc^e fi-om Fort Joaquim that the Cabana insurgents who 
had been at war with the Brazilian authorities for more than two years, had come within three 
days of the fort, and had killed fifty families, and that Ave might expect them at Pirara. Of this 
information I acquainted the Indians, and told them I thought it woidd be advisable to be some- 
what ready for a visit of that sort, for with the (.'abanas there is no mercy. These insurgents 
^ had bvirned villages, plantations, murdering all they could lay liold of; had seized upon Bara in 
the Rio Negro, and kept possession for six months ; and had reduced some of tlu? Brazilians to the 
necessity of eating dogs' flesh. 

As to arms, I never possessed more than what I use for lumting, and I never supplied any 
lan under the smi with a single ])iece iniless for that purpose. The (commandant of Fort 
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authorities, they would have seized me long ago. instead of l>eing in friendship or apparent 

iTood-will. 
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One or two days after Captain Leal left me, in November 1838, on bis way to tbe mouth of \ 
the Siparoony River, that falls into the Essequibo, I left Pirara for the interior, and have since 
been very little near the place. 

I am sorry to say there is much fever at present amongst the Lidians, and I also am suffering 
greatly, but in other respects all is going on as well as we can expect. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. YOUD. 



No. 793. 

Report hy Mr. J, ffadfiehlj Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks tn County Demerary^ ^^ 

October 26, 1839. ^^ 

(Extract.) 

IT may, however, perhaps be not remiss to remark that, previous to the enactment of the 
Ordinance appointing Supenntendents of Rivers and Creeks, tlie Indians who chose to reside at 
the Posts were supplied with plantains, salt fish, rum, &c., and jnesents of small articles, such as 
gunpowder, knives, looking-glaFses, beads, combs, &c., were periodically distributed amongst all 
the Indians that chose to assemble at the Posts on such occasions, which induced many of them 
to attach themselves to the Posts, or locate in the vicinity, whose services could be obtained at an 
easy rate by the Postholders, as well for the pui-pose of conveying them from place to place, as 
the erecting and repairing of buildings. But now no such encouragement is given them, and the 
conFcquence is that not an Indian is to be found at any of the Posts who may be considered as 
attached thereto. , 



No. 794. 

Report of Robert King, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks for the County of Essequibo, in 1839. 

(Extract.) 

Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT your reporter was, on the 1st Januaiy, 1839, Superintendent of the County of 
Bemerary, and that from that period up to the 31st day of July in same year, he performed the 
duties of ©aid office, and visited the Posts in the rivers and creeks of said county twice during that -i^ 
period ; your reporter therefore respectfully begs to lav before his Excellency the Governor and 
the Honourable the Couii; of Policy the infonnation as laid down in Form (A) of Ordinance No. 6 
of the 16th February, 1838. 

Having returned to Georgetown on the 5th July, 1839, from the Abary Creek, vour reporter 
perceived that he was gazetted to the Superintendency of the rivers and creeks in Essequibo, to 
which county he proceeded to in a few days afterwards, and begs to state that he not only twice 

visited the Posts m said county since his appointment, but every residence independent 

of the estates in that countv. 

Ampa Post is about 40 or 50 miles from the mouth of the River Essequibo. 

Post-house requires considerable repairs, and is in a most leaky state. 

D J. C. Barky is Postholder ; a sober man, but much afflicted with gout. 

There is no flag, flag-staff, ammimition, or arms at the Post belonging to the Colony. There K 
are two cannons said to belong to the former Postholder. 

There are no Indians at the Post, but there are many in the Massarony and Cayouny, also in 
the Essequibo (vide Postholder's Return sent in last quarter). 

Postnolder can converse with them in Creole Dutch, which language many of them speak. 
There is no person at the Post but Postholder and two servants. 

Messrs. Clarke and Smith, Mr. Ansdele, and Mr. Odwin, also Mr. Breton, are the only wood- 
cutters on at all a large scale. 

Visited the Post on the 14th August, also on the 31st, and again on the 5th September, also 
on the 27th December. 

Demerary is the nearest Post to eastward, say, two days' journey. 

The passage of boats can hardly be stopped at the Post, the river is so broad ; but your 
reporter is unable to point out any more desirable spot for the Post. 

No presents of any kind to the Indians. ^ 

The London Missionary Society have placed a clergyman at Bartica Point, whom your 
reporter is happy to say is of gi-eat benefit to the Indians, many of whose children he instructs, 
and to whom they gladly send their children. 

In this river there are many residents whom your reporter designates " hereditary squatters," 
and who are more or less Indians, or of Indian extraction. 

Your reporter did not think it advisable to disturb them, however ; he reported them. 

There are some of the labouring population, chiefly from Wakenaam, who are purchasing 
lands in the Essequibo at high rates per acre from private individuals. 

There are no new settlers on Her Majesty's Crown lands. 

[096-6] 2 A 
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A Your reporter be<^ leave to state that he had many complainta broup^ht before him for 

adjustment and settlement, and is happy to state to his Excellency and the Honourable Court that 
he has, by visiting quarterly the remote parts of the county, been highly beneficial to not only 
the inhabitants generally, but to the Indians. 

Pomeroon Post is situated at the mouth of the Pomeroon River. Theodore Gilbert is Post- 
holder; a married and 8c»ber man. 

Visited this Post in October last year, and in January in this year. The Post-hou^e is in a 
most miserable state, scarcely habitable (iwh Postholder's Return sent into tlie (Joveminciit 
Secretary's office). Unless something is forthwith done to this Post, it will not be habitable. It 
is a complete swamp all round it. 

There is a iiag-staff, but neither flag or ammunition; there is a cannon. There are no 
Indians at the Post, but many are contiguous thereto, viz., in the nearest creeks, Wacapouw and 
Morocco. 
B The nearest Post is Essequibo, about 60 or 70 miles. 

The London Missionary Society are in daily expectation of a clergyman from England, who 
will reside in Pomeroon. 

No presents given to the Indians. 

The passae^e of boats can be stopped if required. 

The establishments in the Pomeroon are chiefly boat-building ones, and troolie establish- 
ments. All the labour in this river is nearly performed by Indians, who, now that they find that 
persons are appointed whose duty it is to enforce their payments of wages, will work more 
cheerfully, and your reporter has every reason to believe that many more will in consequeua* 
seek for employment. 

There are no new settlers on Her Majesty's Crown lands in this river. Served tbcrn 
already residing thereon, and who have been there for a long period, with notice to qoit or take 
p out grants. 

The annotte is much cultivated here, all the labour of which is performed by Indiana 

Many complaints were also brought before your reporter in this river, by which the Indians 
were highly benefited. 

Your reporter also twice visited the Morocco Creek since his appointment, and he is extremely 
sorry to be compelled to complain of the Roman Catholic clergyman ther^j. 

In this creek alone there are from 1,100 to 1,200 Indians. A Mission was allowed to be 
established there for the purpose of the Indianii receiving religious instruction, and your reporter 
believes the sum of 3,000 f. allowed to the clergyman residing there for salary for the purpose of 
being useful to the Indians. 

This man keeps no school, and, as your reporter is informed by the Indians, never did. Thev 
complain much of him ; indeed, your reporter is credibly informed that, instead of endeavouriug 
to persuade the Indians to habits of industry, he tries to persuade them not to work for thtjse wh(» 
T) would not only willingly employ them, but cheerfully pay them most amply for their labour. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

Superintendent, Rivers and Creeks, Knsequiho, 



No. 795. 

Journal and Report of Robert King, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks of the County of Essequibo, 

for the Quarter ending March 31, 18-1:0. 

(Extract.) 

January 2,1. — Arrived in Georgetown after completing the quarter ending the 3l8t December, 
E 1839. 

February 26. — Started for Wakenhaam, where I remained for a few days. 

March 9. — Called at Maria Johanna to take in plantains, &c., for my crew. Weather so 
severe compelled to remain all next day. 

March 11. — Weather having settled I proceeded up the River Essequibo to Hog Island 
windward side. Had no complaints. There are no lepers here, nor are there any rooms tit for 
emigrants, excepting on the three large estates which are on this island. 

Arrived at Fort Island about 4 o'clock. Gave Postholiler the necessary instrur^tions relative 
to the Indians, according to his Excellency's Minute of the 11th February. Slept at the Post 

March 12. — At half-past 8 left the Fort, and proceeded to the Bonasicke Creek. Called on 

M. Eytels, who resides there, a report having reached me that M. Eytels had stilted that be was 

afraid to go up far in the creek on account of tlie bush negroes. On making inquiry of M. Eytels, 

^ he stated that he had not said so, and tliat there were none tliere now, but that there were some 

in 1834. Had no complaints in the creek. There are no lepers here. 

Visited Mary Beverhand's place in this creek also. Had no complaints. There are no lepers. 
Called at next place, Yroma Eytels ; no complaints ; no lepers. 

Also called at Combee Ilerant's place at the mouth of the creek. Found no person whatevt-r 
there. 

There is no increase of the population in this creek. 

Came down the creek and visited the different places on the east bank of the Essequibo 
River, calling at each. There is no increase of labourers, or others coming or settling with the 
inhabitants since last report. 
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Fotmd a very bad case of leprosy at Mary Peter s place (called Doraburg). On asking if the A 
leper was desirous of availing herself of the establishnient at Pomeroon, where she woukl have a 
house, be fed. clothed, &c., she positively refused to go. Her name is Sarah Mercurius. She is 
grievously afflicted. Returned to the Post, and slept there. Next morning had the following 
(H)niplaints : — 

D. Falant, PostholdeVy v. Ja». C, Gilbert^ Cornelius Rezliand, and Carl Sandy. 

March 13. — For cutting wood on Crown land, having no licence. All pleaded guilty to 
having: cut the wood, but stated that they had permission from his Excellency the Governor. 

Fined them 10 dollair each, said fine to go towards the ways and means of the Colony. 

The fire-wood so seized by the Postholder was stolen shortly afterwarda The Postholder, 
from certain information he had received, had cause to suspect James C. Gilbert of having |> 
Htolen same. Desired Postholder to make out charge, and that I would summon him to answer 
same, 

Dkk FalcaU v. Jas. C. Gilbert 

ChmrgoS with hairiiig stolen away seven cords of fire- wood, which Postholder had seized, as 
bemg' cat on Her Majesty's ungranted lauds. 

Defendant denied the charge. 

Carl Sandy, sworn, stated that he, Rezhand and Gilbert, had cut wood on Crown lands; that 
Postholder came to where they were cutting, seized what they had cut, and ordered them ofi": 
that in a few days he returned to a cassava field he had close by to where they had been cutting 
the wood the Postholder had seized, and he then saw James C. Gilbert with his own boat loading 
her with the same wood that the Postholder had seized, and saw him sail away with it. On (^^ 
seeing this he went to the Postholder to request to be allowed to Lake away what he had cut. 
This the Postholder refused, aiid on going to the place found all the wood (gone ?). Even Carl 
Sandy's had been stolen. 

Referred this case to his Honour the Sheriff of Essequibo for trial at the next session of the 
Inferior Court of Criminal Justice to be held at Wakduhaam, having taken bail for Gilbert*s 
appearance. 

Jacob Mercurius v. Marcus Toby, 

Complains that he made agreement with Toby to cut a field and plant it, for which he was 
to receive 2 joes, and that having performed liis work he demanded payment, but cannot 
^ei it. 

Summon Mr. Toby, who appeared and denied that he ever refused payment ; that Jacob D 
Mercurius had not performed his agreement. When he performed it he would pay him. 

Plaintiff said he could prove, by witnesses, that he had performed his agreement. Case 
adjourned till the 18th to hear witnesses. 

Left the Post at 6 o'clock in the afternoon for Sarapapa. Arrived there at 10 o'clock at 
night, and next morning had the following co?nplaints, viz. : — 

Mr, Shapens v. MercuAus Peters, 

March 14. — A debt of 57 dollars. 

Sent summons to defendant, who paid the debt. Proceeded afterwai-ds to Little Troolie 
Island, and visited the different places there. There is no change since last report; no lepers. 
Had one complaint, viz. : — ^ 

D, McBean v. Fortune Le Feirre. 

For cutting and stealing troolies off Glers. lands, value 25 dollars. 

Sent summons to defendant at Wakenhaam to attend at Sarapapa on the 19th. Then 
crossed over to the back of Hog Island. Had no complaints. There are no new settlers, nor are 
there any lepers. 

Returned to Sarapapa about 6 o'clock in the evening, and had two more cases, viz. : — 

Schapens v. Dr. Bour. 

A small debt of 15 dollars. \^ 

Sent him notice to settle same forthwith. 

Scliapens v. Ttf on. 

A small debt of 15 dollars. 
Sent hini notice to settle same forthwith. 

March 15. — Proceeded to Groote Creek. No new settlers there. No complaints, and no 
lepers. From thence went to George Holler's, Saxically. Ko complaints. No lepers. 

From thence to Miss Martha MoUer s place. No lepers. No complaints. No new settlers. 
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A Went from this place to Ti.G:er Creek to Messrs. Smith and Clarke's wood-cutting establisliment. 
Found no lepers. Had no complaints excepting want of labourers ; but they have no houses lit 
for emigrants. There is another vessel about to proceed up here to be loaded with wood. Vessels 
coming up here will be highly advantageous to the inhabitants, affording them employment. 
Crossed over to the Post, where I arrived at 8 o'clock, and slept there. 

March 16. — Gave Postholdcr written instructions relative to his Excellency's Minute of tlie 
11th February, having previously given him instnictions verbally. 

The Postholder had just returned irom having visited all the places in the higher parts of the 
Rivers Essequibo, Massaroney, and Cayonny. Found no lepers, had no complaints, and there art 
no new settlers. 

March 17. — Started about 5 o'clock for the Post, and visited all the places at the back of Fort 
Island. No complaints. No new settlers. Found one leper at Ernest Loim's place. He refused 
to accept of the admission to the Pomeroon establishment. His name is Charles Queen, 
JJ Anived at the fort at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. Slept there, and the following cases came 

before me next day : — 

Jacob MeretiHua v. Marcus Toby. 

March 18. — This case adjourned from the 13th to this day for the examination of witnesses. 
When called, plaintiff came forward and stated that the case was settled amicably. 

Ninky Cadet v. Fredk. Fairbum. 

A debt of 11 dollars for washing. Defendant acknowledges the debt, says he had no money, 
C but will give order on Mr. Ross to pay same. 

Plaintiff accepted the order, stating she was perfectly satisfied. 

Ben. King and John Thomas v. J. J, Deeges. 

A small debt. The plaintiflF, although duly summoned to attend, did not appear. Defendant 
appeared, and stated that if they could prove that he owed them anything he was willing to pav 
it, out that both of them were indebted to him. 

Case to lie over. 

March 19. — Started from Fort Island about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. Arrived at Sarapapa 
about 10 o'clock at night. Slept there, and had the following cases brought before rae : — 

D 

McBean v. Fortune Le Peirre. 

Adjourned case. Accused of stealing trooHes. 

Defendant acknowledges to have taken the troolies, and is willing to pay for them. 

Plaintiff agi'eed to same. Case settled. 

Adonis John v. Dr, Born, 

This case stood over from last quarter, time being given to defendant. 
Defendant now appeared, and paid plaintiff 15 dol. t-53 c. Settled. 

There are at Sarapapa six new houses, 18 feet by 14 feet, floored, and fit for any emigrants. 
J'^ This place belongs to Sir Michael McTurk. 

Dr. Bom v. James Brcidfort 

A debt of 7 dollars. Defendant not being home, wrote him letter to settle same previous to 
next quarter. 

Dr, Bom v. Weyman. 

A debt of 10 dollars. Sent him notice to pay. 
There is a bad case of leprosy at Karia-Karia. 

T. H. Stoll V. Mercurius Peters. 

A debt of .S6 dollars for boat hire. Summoned defendant, who, it appears, was gone to 
Supinaam. Left notice to pay same previous to my next visit. 

There appears to be great dissatisfaction amongst the people at Karia-Karia on account of 
Mercurius Peters preaching at the chapel. The Indians are wishful of another clergyman, and 
the black population still are desirous to have Mercurius Peters amongst them. This is the man 
whom I sent to his Honour the Sheriff of Essequibo for trial, and whom His Honour has referred 
to the Supreme Court. He is accused of buggery. 
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Margaret Reynard v. Yoaus Cordes. 

A debt of 19 doila>8for goods sold. Defendant having gone to Georgetown, wrote him notice A 
to pay. 

Romeo Moi v. John Cownamu. 

A debt of 10 dollars for spars, &c. Defendant having gone to Wakenhaam, wrote him to 
pay same if correct. 

Visited the diflerent places from Karia-Karia to Supinaam, also the places on Carrabnrons 
Island. There are no new settlers. No lepers ; nor had I any complaints. 

March 20. — Slept at Cordes' place, and remained there that day. 

March 22. — Proceeded to Wakenhaam to get provisions for my crew, and having got a slight 
attack of inflammation of the eyes, went home for a few days. 

The Report relative to the Posts in Essequibo same as last quarter. r» 

Before closing the quarter s Report, I trust your Excellency' will not think that I exceed my 
<luty in reporting to you matters over which I have no control ; but, travelling as I do in the 
remote districts, I think it right to inform your Excellency of whatever may occur. 

'J'here are in the neighbourhood of Fort Island upwards of 400 people. There are many 
complaints of the irregularity which so frequently occurs in the non-performance of Divine 
Ktrvice ai Foi-t Island. Seldom the clergyman officiates- The clerk reads prayers sometimes, but 
often sends word he is sick. The sacrament but once administered. 

There are in this neighbourhood upwards of 120 children between the ages of 3 and 15 years. 
There is no school whatsoever kept. The clerk, sometimes for a short period on Sunday, holds a. 
school. The above I merely report for your Excellency's information. 

I hereunto annex the Postholder of Fort Island's Return for the quarter, as also the journal 
and Return ol the Indians by the Postholder at Ampa. 
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Pomeroon, 

at 



April 2. — Started from Wakenhaam to proceed to Pomeroon. Driven on shore at Capouey a 
5 o'clock. Walked from that to plantation Three Friends. Slept there. 

April 3. — Started for Richmond at 7 o'clock in the morning. Left that for Tapecuma Luke, 
where I arrived at 8 o'clock at night, and slept at Mr. Baily's. 

April 4. — Incessant rain. Started for. Pomeroon, calling at Mr. John Alstein and Mr. 
Mclntyre'a No complaints. One case of leprosy at Mclntyre's ; refuses to take advantage of the 
Pomeroon establishment. 

April 5. — Explained to Captain Jacobus and about twenty of his people his Excellency's Minute - 
relative to their bringing the wood they cut to the Post. Called at Mr. B. Kingston's place called 
Amacyra. He has six Warrows employed in the cultivation of arnotto. iiad no complaints D 
here, nor are there any lepers. 

Visited PhiHp Alstein's place Solitude. He also has six Warrows employed at the arnotto 
cultivation. Had no complaints, nor are there ayy lepers. . 

Arrived at Mr. Holmes' place in the Pomeroon at half-past 6 o'clock. Slept there. 

Proceeded to Mrs. McClintock's place. She had twenty-six Warrows at work, chiefly at the 
arnotto cultivation ; also cntting fire-wood. 

Started at 12 for Donald Campbell's place calkd Maria's Hope. Arrived there at half-past {\ 
and slept there. 

April t>. — Incessant rain. Called up all the Indians he had employed, twenty-three in number. 
Explained his Excellency's Minute to them.; Also inquired had they any complaints. They had 
none. 

Mr. Campbell made upwards of 7,C00 weight of arnotto last year, and from the cultivation he 
has put in expects this year to 20,000. He pays his Indians at the rate of 5 dollars. per month, and '^-^ 
finds them. He chiefly employs Caribs and Accaways. There are no lepers. 

Called at the next place, James Campbell's. There is no pei*son there.. He has advertised for 
a licence since ; notice served. 

John Sutton's place. Mo person residing here since I served notice to quit unless gi*ant 
obtained. 

On my way down the river I perceived a new house erected, and, on inquiring, was informed 
that Miss Floyd was building it. Called on Miss Floyd, who informed me that his Excellency had 
pennitted her to erect it. Served her with notice to quit, unless she obtained permission in writing, 
or obtained grant. 

Arrived at Cabacaboury at 6 o'clock, and slept there. 

April 7. — Called up all the Indians, twenty-six in number. Explained his Excellency's 
Minute <if the 11th February to them. Mr. Hancock complained against an Indian for not p 
peri'orrning his engagement of two months. It appeared thf»t Hendrick, the Indiau, had performed 
the two months all but one week : that he refused to work that week. On calling up the Indian, 
he stated that he had no objection to \vork out that week, if Mr. Hancock would pay him all his 
wages, say 2 joes ; but that Mr. Hancock had told him that he stopped 1 joe out of the 2 joes for a 
<lebt that the Indian ow^ed Mr. Smith, the foreman. 

Directed Mr. Hancock to pay the man his whole wages, and not to dare to stop anything. 
The Indian then went to his work. 

[69(;— 6] 2 B 
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Thomas y an Indian ^ v. Hancock. 

-*^ This was a case which stood over from last quarter, on account of the absence of the 

defendant. 

Thomas now appeared and received his wages, 3 joes. 
Case settled. 

Henry Panli v. John Sutton, 

A debt of 136 dollars. 

Defendant gone to Barema : wrote him to settle same before my next visit. 

Called at Mr. Pickersgill ; he has twenty-five Indians at work. 

Inquired for Mr. Pickersgills grant — Her Majesty's Crown Surveyor having reported that 
Mr. Pickersgill had no grant. 
1^ Saw Mr. PickersgilFs grant. It is a renewal of a grant given to Robert Gray the 19(li 

August, 1826, for seven years. Expired the 19th August, 1^33; renewed the 1st January, 18'U. 
for seven years. This renewal does not appear to have been recorded, which accounts lor Her 
Majesty's Surveyor-General not being aware of it. 

Ignacio, a Spanish Indian, v. Colin, 

A debt of 4 dollars for querrynian. 

The defendant being boat captain of one of Mr. Bunbury's boats, called on Mr. Bunbury, who 
paid same. 

Served H. Bunbury with notice to quit a piece of land near Mr. Holmes, he having no grant. 
States he has petitioned for same. 
Q Started from Mr. Pickersgill's, and amved at Mr. B. Bunbury's about 3 o'clock. Incessant 

rain. Slept at Bunbury's. 

April 8. — Rain still falling in torrents. Called up all the Indians here. Had no complaints 
nor are there any lepers. Explained his Excellency's Minute to them, .relative to cutting wood for 
themselves. 

Started from Bunbury about 8 o'clock. Arrived in the Morocco about 10 at night. Rain 
falling in torrents. Slept at (Captain Hosea's, a Spanish Arrowack, in the Para Creek. 

April 9. — Called up all the Indians, and explained the Minute relative to their cutting wood 
on their own account. 

Started at 8 o'clock for the Mission. Arrived at Colextro's about 12 o'clock. Rain still 
falling heavily. Had no complaints either here or the former place. 

From thence went to the Roman Catholic clergj^man's residence. No person there, the Padiv 
being in town. 

1) 

Robert^ a Spanish Indian^ v. Rev, Mr. Ilernuint, 

Stood over from last quarter. Plaintiff paid. 

Captain John v. Dr. Gilhert. 

This case also stood over from last report on account of the Postholder s absence. 

Captain John since paid by Postholder. 

April 10.— Called up all the Indians at Captain Miquel's place and explained to thoni Ijis 
Excellency's Minute of the 1 1th February, 1840. 
j; Arrived at the Post about 5 o'clock in the evening— the rain still very heavy. Started from 

the post about 7 o'clock, and arrived at Caledonia about half-past 10 o'clock. Rain still hu Hevciv 
that the tide has hnrdly any influence on the river. 

April 11. — Went over to Dumbarton Castle. Had the following complaints brought hofur 
nie, viz. : — 



y. 
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Bennett v. Frank Toby. 

April 13. — A debt of 56 dollars for goods, &c., taken out of the store. Acknowledges the dcl>t 
and agrees to pay 5 dollars per month until fully paid off. 
Agieed to by plaintiff. 

Bennett v. Midi Kerston. 

A debt of 11 dollars for goods out of store. Acknowledges the debt and paid same. 

Bennett v. WilL Pearson, 
A debt of 13 dollars for goods deUvered. Acknowledges the debt and paid same. 
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Madden v. Cohun. 

This was a case which stood over from last qiiai-ter. 

Settled ; defendant having paid 15 dollars, on receipt of my summons for the pig which he had A 
taken to sell for plaintiff. 

Mary Anne v. Madden, 

Assaulting and striking her with a whip. 

Defendant pleaded guilty, but stated that he was only playing. 

Fined 2 dollars, which handed to plaintiff. 

Madden v. Cnpido Cullen. 

Assault by striking plaintiff with his fist in the face. 

Defendant says he did strike him, but did so because plaintifi abused his mother. j{ 

Fined 1 dollar, and handed same to plaintiff. 

April 14. — Started from Dumbarton Castle to visit the lazaretto establishment. There have 
heen only two cases sent down. One of the persons since dead. 

While speaking of this establishment, I think it right to inform your Pixcellency that there ih 
not that attention paid to these unfortunate people, by the medical attendant, that they require. 
He hardly ever visits them, ttelative to the two lepers sent down some short time ago by his Honour 
tlie High Sheriff, they had no place to Bleep on. They lay for three or four nights on the cold 
«:round, and one, as i before mentioned, is dead. Surely these unfortunate people's comfort ought 
U) be studied in some maimer. Either their sleeping apartments ought to be floored, or temporary 
Ix'dsteads ought to be erected, so that they be not compelled to sleep on the damp ground, I also 
have to complain that the Postholder is perfectly useless to me. He spends most of his time on 
tiie Arabian Coast. I wrote him last quarter a severe letter about his neglect, and I am to sorry 
to find it had no effect on him. This ouarter he has been frequently absent also. The journal oi G 
the Postholder, which I herewith attach, is kept by his mother, whom he leaves at the Post when 
he goes away. On my visit, 1 inquired of him relative to what was going on in the river, and 
M'hether there were any persons either cutting wood or erecting houses on uugranted lands. H(^ ' 
replied, no ; and, in fact, was quite ignorant of anything relative to his duty ; for, as your Excel- 
lency will perceive by my report, that Miss Floyd has erected a house, of which he was quite 
ignorant. The Superintendent expects that the Postholders will afford him some intormation of 
what is going on in the neighbourhood in which they reside, but from this Postholder I can get no 
iaformation ; in fact, he is no use to me. 

I proceeded from the lazaretto to Phoenix Park ; from thence to the Land of Promise, on 
both of which places I had no complaints. Proceeded from that to Mr. S tolls' place , served him 
with notice to take out grant. This man's mother was an Indian. I therefore did not trouble him 
Jihout taking out grant for his residence ; but, perceiving that he advertises to cut wood and supply 
twtates, I think that he ought to take out a wood-cutting licence. * L) 

Proceeded from Stolls' to Mr. Holmes', and slept there. Next day, the 15th, proceed to the 
i'oast. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

Sapeirntendent, Livers and Creeks, E^ssequibo, 



No. 79G. 

Grant of Land to Roman Catholic Mission, Jul if 20, 1840. 

Bv his Excellency Henry Light, Esquire, Governor and Commander-in-chief in and over the 
Colony of British Guiana, Vice-Admiral, and Ordinary of the same, i&c, &c. .E 

WHEREAS an application has been presented to me by the Right Rev. William Clancy, 
Bi-shop of Oriense and Vic*ir Apostolic of British Guiana, praying for a grant of a tract of land 
situate, lying and being, on the left bank of the Morocco Creek, on the icest coast of the county of 
hUseijniho, commencing at the upper boundary of the settlement of the Indian Captain Punsha 
and extijnding upwards or westwards therefrom 32 roods in facjade, and northwards 50 roods in 
depth, and containing 7 acres, the said tract having been the site of an Indian Settleinent known 
l>v the name of Mariaba, as described in the chart or diagram of the same made by the sworn 




(juit rent for the said land. 

Now I therefore, in the name and on behalf of Her Most Gracious Majesty, do hereby grant ^ 
luito the said Right Rev. William Clancy, as aforesaid, and his successors in office, for the use ot 
the Roman Catholic CImrch in Guiana, this my licence and permission to occupy, cultivat'i, and 
improve the hereinbefore-described tract of land, with all its appurtenances, during Her Majesty's 
pleasure, subject to the following condition and restriction, viz. : 

That the said tract of land shall be subject to the Laws and Regulations respecting Roads 
and Bridges now in force in the Colony, or yet to be enacted. 
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A And that the occupant of the said land, or any of them, or any person or persons employed 

by them, shall not use any violence or outrage upon the persons, or commit any depredation on 
the property of the Indians. 

Given under my hand and seal of office at the Guiana Public Buildings, this 20th day of 
.Inly, 1840, and in the fourth year of Iler Majesty's reign. 
Registered July 20, 1840." 

(Signed) J. Hadfield, C.S. 



No. 797. 
J J Supei'inte'ndent Kin^ to Government Secretary. 

Sir, Caledonia, Pomeroon, September 22, 1840. 

A REPORT having been made to me that a coloured man named Hendrick Pauli, who 
resides in ihe Pomeroon River, had gone to the Barema, or to some place near thereto to gt-t 
«)me Indians to work for him, that some misunderstanding took place between him and one of 
the Indians, on which he fired a gun loaded with shot and wounded the Indian, the wound 
mortified, and the man is since dead. In consequence of this report I feel it my duty to procei-d 
to the spot to inquire into the case, and as 1 understand it will take me from fifteen to twenty 
days before I can possibly return, may I request you will have the kindness to inform his Excd- 
l(»ncy the Governor of the circumstances, as perhaps he might be displeased at not receivin*^ my 
Report for the quarter at an earlier date, if he was not aware of the tause of my detention for m 
long a period. 
V I would have been down here at an earlier period had I not been confined to bed with a 

severe attack of sickness, for which I was blistered, &c. 

The Postholder, De Gilbert his just informed me that he has sent up his resignation, 

I have <&c. 
(Signed) ' ROBERT KIKG, 
Swperiniendenty Riven and Creiks, JEs^teqv.ibo. 
To the Honourable H. E. F. Youn<i, 

Govenmient Secretarv, &c. 



No. 798. 
■^ Report and Journal of Robert King^ Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ to 20th October, 1840. 

, Xo his Excellency Henry Light, Esq., Governor, &c., British Guiana : 

YOUR reporter, having arrived in Georgetown on the 12th July, sent in his Report for ilie 
June quarter on the 15th July. 

JmIi/ li^. — Received summons to attend as a witness in the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice 
ni the case of the Queen v, Williamina Spencer. 

Detained in Georgetown until the 28th, but during that period sat in the Inferior Court of 
( 'riminal Justice as Justice of the Peace. 

Amjust 4. — Left Georgetown for Wakenhaam. Arrived same day. 

Avf/uat 5. — Remained in Wakenhaam to take in provisions for his crew. 

August iy. — Proceeded to the Klip, in the Essequibo River, where your reporter had the 
J"^ followijjg complaint : — ".^ 

*., .' ' ' .•.. . . ., 

Justina Sutherland v. William Fox Seaman. 

For having violently assaulted her by kicking her and striking her several blows with bis 
shut fist on the head and body. 

William Fox Seaman, being summoned, duly attended, and pleaded not guilty to the 
charge. 

Justina Sutherland swore to the assault, and called Frederick Hghenkerk as witness, who, 
proved the assault. 

Referred the case to the Inferior Court of Criminal Justice to be held in W^akenhaam, aud 
K^^nt. depositions to his Honour the Sheriff of Essequibo, having committed W" illiam Fox Seaman 
. ^ to jail lor want of bail. 

Cobina Lavferman v. John Dagg'. 

August 7. — Had a complaint from Cobina Lanferman r. John Dagg for the sum ol 36 dollare 
for wages. Unable to attend to this complaint in consequence of bemg obliged to send his bu«e<r 
and hands to convey William Fox Suanian to^jail; but wrote a letter to his Honour tfce Sherifl'«i 
Essequibo, who resides next to Mr. Dagg^ on the Arabian Coast, to request he would forthwith 
Kuiumon Uagg before him, as he (Dagg) was SToing to leave the Colony, and delay miglit be Iosh 
of the poor man's wages. His Honour sumnioned I>agg accordingly, and committed him to jail, 
liL- refusing to pay the amount then, but next day he paid same. ' ... 
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John WUliavi Merhle v. Yan Fraiishooh, 

August 8. — Boat not as yet returned. Had a complaint from John William Merkle v, A 
Yan Fransliook : a debt of 10 dollars. 

Sent summons to Fransliook to attend on the 10th. 

Avgnst iK — Boat returned in the evening. 

Aug^ust 10. — Franshook appeared accordingly to summons, John William Merkle not 
attending, although desired to do so. Dismissed the case. Proceeded from the Klip to 
Warracrycn*e Creek, and went up the creek as far as Mrs. Menteen's place, and had the following 
ctomplaint: — 

Antlumy Meertetecns v. Thomas Casely. 

Defendant s dog having bitten a child named Cecelia Richardson, who resides with the 
plaintitr, severely on the neck, plaintiff preferred charge against defendant for keeping a .^ 
wicked dog. " 

It appeared, on investigation, that ttie child Cecelia Richardson struck the dog, on which the 
(log bit her ; that some time afterwards the plaintiff came out and shot the dog, a very valuable 
one, worth 10 joes. 

Plaintiff having laken the law in his own hands, and shot the dog, your reporter dismissed 
his case. 

Thomas Casely v. Aniliony Meertetcens. 

Plaintiff preferred charge against defendant for threatening to shoot him as well as his dog. 

There appearing to be an ill-feehng between the parties, your reporter bound both over to 
keep the peace for twelve calendar months in the sum of 100/. Returned down the creek, and 
proceeded to Saxically, the residence of George Moller, where yom* reporter arrived at half-past 9 (! 
at night. Your reporter found here Captain Williamson, Mr. Molien, Mr, Kennedy, and 
Mr. Southey and family. Stopped here for the night. 

August 1 1. — Proceeded to Ampa Post, accompanied by Captain Williamson and Messrs. Molien 
jind Kennedy. Remained at the Post for this day. Mr. Spaman arrived at the Post at half-past 
7 o'cloctk P M. 

AngiiJit 12. — Remained at the Post. The Indians have not as yet brought any wood to the 
Post, the Postholder, in consequence, as he informs your reporter, not being able to get the 
Indians to work for him, the Indians being at present engaged in their cassava fields, blept at 
the Post. 

August 13. — Proceeded up the river, accompanied by the above-named gentlemen, except 
(laptain Williamson, who was compelled to remain at the Post from ill-health. Postholder also 
unable to accompany us, in consequence of having hurt his leg. AVent as far up the Massaronny 
ji8 Cartabo, the property of the heirs of Theirens. There is here a Caribisce settlement. Most ^^ 
of the Indians at this settlement had gone to the Macousie country. Slept at Cartabo. 

August 14. — Proceeded up the River Massaronny us far as Caria Island, on which Piramos Poi 
resides. After visiting him, returned down the river as far as Old Ostenbeck, where Lerdowick 
Schultz resides. This place belonp^s to the heirs of Brunell. Remained for breakfast, and then 
])roceeded to the Warrimambo Fails ; after visiting which, returned and slept at Old Ostenbeck, 
Had no complaints, nor are there any new settlers up the river. 

August l/>. — Left Ostenbeck, and visited Messrs. Buchanan's, Ansdell, and the different other 
places, until your reporter reached the Mission at Bartica Point, where your reporter remained for 
a short time. This Mission is still improving. There are fifty children at present attending the 
school Had no complaints of any kind. 

August 16. — Proceeded up the Epsequibo as far as M. de Breton's. Had no complaints at the 
several places which your reporter visited. Returned to the Post, and afterwards went to .^^ 
Saxically, and remainea for the night. ^'^ 

August 17. — Left Saxically for Fort Island. Reached there about 5 o'clock. 

August 18. — Went up the Bonasicke Creek. Summoned different parties to attend at the 
Fort. On the IDth visited several plr ces on the eastern bank of the river, and had no complaints. 
Returned in the aftemooa to the Fort Island, and slept 

Armuvd Proctor v. Ahd Sarsi'ngton and Anthony Stenniiy. 

August 19. — Complains of a violent assaulted committed on him by the defendants, threatening 
to shoot him, and afterwards throwing him overboard and nearly drowning him on the 13th June, 
1840. 

Summonsed the parties, and inquired into the case ; and, deeming it deserving a greater p 
punishment than your reporter could order, referred it to the Inferior Court to be held at 
Wakenhaam, and sent depositions to his Honour the Sheriff, having admitted the defendants to 
Iwiil in lUO/. each, and secmity bOL 

August 20. — Proceeded to Hog Island, and, after visiting several places there, went to 
Mr. Corder, near Supenaara Creek ; also went up the creek. Had no complaints. Afterwards 
visited all the places on Cairabaroe Island. Had no complaints here either. 

The labourers who had purchased land on this island, and who formerly were labourers on 
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A plantation HofF Van Holland, informed your reporter that they purposed to return to the planta- 
tion now that a new manager had been put there. Returned to Mr. (border's, and slept tliere. 

Atujfust 21. — Remained at Oorder'e this day for the purpose of hearing any complaints that 
might be brought before your reporter. Had none. 

August 22. — Returned to Fort Island. Remained a day, but had no further complahits. 

AuguHt 24. — Returned to Georgetown previous to going to Pomeroon. 

The Pootholder of Fort Island and the Postholder of AmpHs' Report for the quarter annexed. 

The Dutch church on Fort Island is greatly neglected, and is going to ruin. Hdd alsn, 
previous to leaving Fort Island, a complaint from an Indian, named Maria, against Jacobus tk 
Ryck for a debt of 5 dollars. De Ryck, being from home, wrote letter to him to pay same fortli- 
with, otherwise your repoiter would enforce same on his return. Shortly after your reporter 
arrived in Georgetown he was taken very ill with fever, which detained him till the 17th 
September. 
B September 17. — Left Georgetown at 2 o'clock in the Golden Fleece boat to proceed to 

Pomeroon. Arrived at Golden Fleece at 7 o'clock P.M., and shortly afterwards pi-ocecded Xa 
Columbia. Arrived there at 9 o'clock and slept there. 

September 18. — Proceeded to Mainstay, where our reporter was obliged to remain for Lis 
luggage to come up. 

September 19. — Started for Pomeroon, through the interior at the back of plantation Main- 
stay. After passing the lake at the back of said plantation, proceeded on foot to the Tapaconma 
Lake, where your reporter had a corial. Crossed the lake tu Mr. Bailey's place, where your 
reporter slept. Had no complaints from any person at the lock. 

Mr. Mclntyre, who takes care of the lock, informed your reporter that an An'awack Indian 
named Harrarally had been drowned a short time before your reporter's visit in the Tapacooma 
Creek. The Indian was drunk, and, having dropped his paddle, jumped overboard and never 
appeared. There was no person excepting his son, a hoy of ten years, iii the bofit with him. 
After the Indian disappeared the young boy returned and told Mr. Mclntyre that his father wan 
drowned. Mr. Mclntyre immediately went to the spot, but did not succeed in finding the body. 
Next day, however, he found it, and had it buried. There was no inquest held, there being no 
Magistrate in the neighbourhood. 

September 20. — Left for Pomaroon, arrived at Pickersgill's at 8 o'clock at night. Slept 
there. 

September 21. — Proceeded to Dumbarton Castle. Arrived there same day, about 7 o'clock in 
the evening, and remained till the 24th. 

September 24. — Started from Dumbarton Castle for the. Morocco Creek at 2 o'clock. Stopped 
in the creek, about 8 o'clock in the evening, and slept in the bush. 

Septeiriber 25. — Proceeded up the creek and stopped at the Spanish Indian's, Calixtro, for break- 
fast. Remained about an hour, and then went as far as the Mission and remained for the night. 
J) M«t here Francisa Rodriques, the Postholder oi the Oronocco, who requested a pass to proceed 
to Georgetown. Gave him one, also a letter to the Government Secretary, deeming it but right 
that he should present himself at the Government Office. 

September 26. — Had no complaints, and about 8 o'clock in (he morning proceeded up the 
creek to make inquiries about the Indian, who, I was infonned, had been shot. Arrived at Warraii, 
Captain Quasha's place, about 12 o'clock. Inquired of him if he knew of an Indian being shot or 
fir(?d at. He stated he had heard of the circumstances, but could not tell when it occm-red, but 
btslieved it happened in the Barnna, and that Pauli had shot the Indian. Remained iiere a 
short time, and, after having a severe pull through the savannah, reached the Ikirrycarra Creek. 
This 'is a small creek. Went down it until our reporter entered the Hymaronny Creek, which in 
very large. Continued down this creek as far as Assacootta Creek, up which your reporter went 
as far as an Arrawack settlement, where he stopped for the night. 

September 27. — Here the Indians complained, in general terms, of the cruelty of Pauli 

Yj and Maul and others, forcing them to go out and work against their inclinations. Your repoiter 

' gave the Indians to understand that the very firat case he could find out, that he would punish 

the parties severely who attempted to do such a wicked act ; that no person whatever could 

force them to work, and that, iurthermore, that previous to. their going to work for any person. 

that they ought to go before the Postholder, make the agi'eement before him, and get a copy of 

the agreement from him, so that, when the time they agreed to work for had expired, they could 

return to the Postholder, show him what tliey had received for their hire, and he would see if 

the sum, or negotia, which they had agi-eed for was correct. This tiiey intended to do for thi* 

] future. 

1 September 27. — Proceeded up the Asacolt Creek, visiting the different Indian settlements. At 

? eveiy place heard of Pauli, Maul, &c. Spoke to Indians, as he did to those he had already 

] visited. About 12 o'clock returned down the creek and aij^ain entered the Hymaronny, went down 

the Hymaronny to where it discharges itself into the Barrimany River. About 5 o'clock, the tide 
* V being against your reporter, he stopped and slung his hammock in the bush, and at half-past 10 

I at night started again, and at daylight reached the mouth of the Aropoce Creek which is oflf the 

Wynie River. Went up this creek as far as Captain A wars place. Found it quite deserted. 

This was the man who first stated that one of his people had been shot. Returned down this 

, creek and again entered the Waini River, up which your reporter proceeded until he reached 

Morebo Creek ; proceeding up which for a considerable distance your reporter entered the 
Etercrepie Creek. Wetit down this creek and entered the Manabo Creek, and after going 
down this creek for a considerable distance, entered the Sabina Creek, and after a short time.got 
into the Wabrina Creek, which creek having travelled for a long distance, at last entered the 
Baronie Creek, in which creek your reporter again slung his hammock on the banks of, about 



5 



97 

6 in the afternoon. Your reporter never met with a house in all this distance, the land here- A 
Hbouts being all a swamp. 

Septeniber 29. — Started at daylight and entered the Barima about 7 o'clock A.M. Stopped at 
9 o'clock in the Wartuka Creek and breakfasted, and roceiv^ information that the man who was 
fired at was not hurt; that it was not Pauli, but Maul, that fired at him, and that the Indian was 
in tlie Manary Creek, two days' pnll up the Barima. Proceeded up the Barima, and, not meeting 
with any settlement, at 5 o'clock, stopped, and Wiis again compelled to sleep in the bush. 

September 30. — Started before daylight, and at 12 o'clock entered the Manary Creek, and 
proceeded up it for a considerable distance, and, about 4 o'clock, reached Thermacina's place. 
Immediately inquired for the man who had been fired at, and sent for him. When he came, he 
^;omplaiued against John Maul, and not Pauli, of having fired at him. He stated that he and 
two other Indians were gping down the Barima to catch crabs, that John Maul stopped them, 
dragged one of them out of the corial into his, Maul's corial ; that he (Bellisarius) refused to 
go to work, on which John Maul ordered him to ])e tied. Hearing which he jumped overboard B 
and dived, and, on coming up, Maul fired at him. Directed this man to come with me in order 
that he might make his complaint before Maul, as your reporter would catch Maul when he got 
to the coast. The Indian accordingly came with yoiu- reporter. 

October 1. — Had fever all day, which your reporter attributes to the excessive heat by day and 
tlie cold by night. 

Had this day also the following complaint : — 

Thernuicia v. Athanadus, both Indians. 

Complains that al)out three weeks ago he was violently assaulted by his brother, Athanasius. 
by striking him two severe blows on the head w^th a stick, and cutting him severely. Therraacia 
stated that some time ago his brother was beating his wife in a dreadful manner; that he (the q 
plaintiff) and family separated them ; that about half-an-hour after the row the plaintiff came to 
his house and struck him two severe blows on the head and knocked him down, and that he (the 
plainlitJ; then chopped the defendant with a cutlass, to save himself from being murdered in his 
own house. 

Defendant says that he did stiike his brother, as he had no right to interfere between him 
and his wife. 

Fined him 4 dollars, which he paid. Handed same to the plaintiff. 

October 2. — Started from Thermacia's place, in the Manary Creek, to return home. Left about 
8 o'clock. Reached Emanuel's place, in Wartuka Creek, Barima, at hrtU-past 5 o'clock. Stopped 
there for the night. Directed the man Bellisarius, whom John Maul fired at, to come with me 
next day. 

October 3. Started at daylight. Reached Honoboe Creek about 1 o'clock. Remained there 
about one hour, and having heard that Pauli did fire at an Indian, and that said Indian was in the D 
Aruka River, proceeded down the Barima to go to said River Aruka. StDpped at 6 o'clock, and 
slept in the bush. 

October 4. — Started at daylight. Reached the Aruka at 12 o'clock, and proceeded up it to 
Captain Williams* place. Stopped there for that day, and slept there. 

October 5. — Remained all this day at Williams', two of my hands being laid up with fever. 
Several Warrow Indians complained that they were greatly imposed upon by the people at 
Pomeroon by making them work for them, saying that the Governor or Superintendent sent for 
them, and tliat, when they went out, they made them work. 

Your reporter could not obtain any specilic charge on the matter, but informed the Indians 
that no person could force them to work agciinst their will, and that if they would let me know of 
any penson so forcing them that I would punish him severely. 

Your reporter could not find the Indian that Pauli was said to have fired at. It appeared to 
your reporter that this Indian had received something to keep out of your reporter's way. The 1- 
Indian, however, is quite well, and not irjured. 

October (>. — Left at daylight for the Shell Bank, at Waini mouth, having heard that a great 
many persons were residing there. Found only Mr. Williams' camp below and a few Indians catching 
fish. Slept there. 

October 7. — Started at 9 o'clock with washing water. Pulled all day and all night, excepting 
for a few^ hotirs. Slept in the corial, not being able to sling our hammocks in the bush on account 
of the sand-flies. 

October 8. — Still proceeding up the Waini all day. Slept in the bush on the banks of the 
Baremanie, which your reporter entered about 5 o'clo(;k. 

October S). — Started at 4 o'clock in the morning. Reached Agsacotte Creek about 6 o'clock. 
Stopped for the day and night, two of my hands having got fever. 

October 10. —Reached the Mission at Morocco at 5 o'clock this day. Remained for the ^ 
night. 

October 11. — Having during the time your reporter was travelling heard that Pauli and 
Bridge water were in the interior, and were trying and forcing the Indians from their homes to 
compel them to work in the Pomeroon, or on some estate on the coast, against their inclinations, 
your reporter waited at the Mission, and placed Indians to inform your reporter when Pauli was 
coming. About 5 o'clock John Cabborally came and informed your reporter that Pauli was 
coming.' Oo which your reporter went down to the water-side and took the Indians, John Parry- 
wary and others, out of Panli and Bridgewater h corial, and took their depositions, which deposi- 
tiona your reporter has laid before his Honour the Acting High Sheriff for prosecution before the 
Siipreme Coiirt. 
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A Relative to the Morocco Missjon your reporter begs to inform your Excellency that the 

Rev. Mr. Culleii has baptized fifty-bix persons within the last three months, celebrated thirteen 
marriages, and four deaths have occuned. Sir. Cullen has opened a day school for the benefit of 
the children and adults of tlie Mission. Number of pupils at present, twenty-four, viz., sixteen 
males and eight females. Several of the Indian children are beginning to read tolerably well in 
English. Yourieporter examined ihem. The Spanish Indians are wishful that their children 
should speak and read Englifch. 

The clergyman is much incommoded for want of a comfoi-table residence, the present houw 
being in a bad state of repair. The congregation not having a chapel for Divine service. tij»; 
clergyman is further inconvenienced by being obliged to perform the service in this house. How- 
tjver, your reporter spoke to the Indians, and they said they would put up a house, &c., for their 
clergyman. 

Had the following complaints : — 



U 



Jacob V. Neucissas, both IndiaTis. 

Plaintifi states that defendant took away his corial and did not pay him for it ; value, 
r> dollars. 

Defendant, in his defence, states that the plaintiff's uncle owes him for one piece of calico, 
one cutlass, some hooks, and that he had a right to keep the coiial till he was paid. 

Directed him to forthwith pay for the corial, 6 dollars, or your reporter would send him to 
gaol. Paid the 6 dollars. 

Dick and Johnston, both Indians^ v. Hendridc PavlL 

p For a month's pay, each 7 dollars. 

Paiili stated that they left him, and said they would come back for their pay. 
Ordered payment. Both paid, in my presence. 

Cdober 12. — Started for Pomeroon. Arrived at Dumbarton Castle about 8 o'clock in the 
evening, having Pauli and Maul in custody. 

Odober 13. — Remained at Dumbarton Castle, and had the following complaint. 

Benndt v. Suk^y Allan. 

For stealing plantains out of the plantain walk. Confessed that she did steal two bunches of 
plantains. 

Fined her 7 dollara. 

Your reporter would not have fined this woman sjo high, but having no place of confinement 
-^ in Pomeroon, was obliged to fine heavily in order to prevent theft, which is prevalent, partieii_ 
■^ larly stealing ot plantains. 

Handed plaintiff 1 dollar, the remaining 6 dollars to go towards the ways and means ot the 
Colony. 

William Loive v. Pancher, a Spanish Indian. 

For amount of goods for 92 dollars. 

Defendant acknowledged the debt, and paid 52 dollars on account Your reporter gave time 
for the balance. 

Daniel, a Warroio Indian, v. John Lee. 

For one month's wages ; sum, 7 dollnrs. 
•M Summoned Lee, who paid same in my presence. 

Cornelitis, a Wa^Tovj Indian, v. Ilendrick Pauli, 

Complains that he agreed to sell his corial to Pauli ; that he did not receive fall value for it; 
that he only received a gnn, one piece of salemporis, a cap, a looking-glass, some beads, one 
piece calico, half-bag of shot, and a canister of powder; that he told Pauli that that was not 
enough, and that Pauli said it was, and took his corial. The Indian required back his craft, and 
would return the things, which he did, and your reporter made Pauli give back the coriah 

Phillip, an Indian, v. Pauli. 

For payment of a small corial, value 10 dollars. Pauli stated that the Indian agreed to come 
^ to his house for payment, but did not come. Your reporter made him pay for the corial in his 
presence. 

Visited the lazaretto ; there are five lepers there at present. They complain very much of 
the neglect of Dr. Gilbert, and they kept a tally of the number of times he visited them, which 
was only once since your reporter's visit in the former quarter. 

He never visited them after he sent in his resignation. They complain much of no medical 
man visiting them. 

They received clothes, &c., since my last report, but complain that they got no caps, nor 
check shirts, or shifts. 

The Postholder's report hereunto annexed : — 

Started for the coast on the 15th October, where, having amved, your reporter issued » 
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warrant against John Maul for firing at the Indian BeUisarius, and having heard that he had 
gone to Spring Garden, uent after him and had him arrested. 

Took the depositions of the Indians and sent them to his Honour the High Sheriff for trial 
at the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice, having committed Maul to ganh 
Arrived in Georgetown on the 20th October, 1M40. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

^Superintendent, Rivers and Creeks^ Esaequibo. 



No. 799. 
Superintendent King to the Government Secretary. 



B 



Sir, Georgetown^ December 10, 1840. 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tlie 5th, and, in reply, beg leave 
to inclose a statement made by Juan Pirel, wl^o is now in Georgetown, together with some others 
irom the Venezuelan territory, by which statement you will perceive the gun-boat is on the 
(\i8tern side of the Barima River, and which river is our boundary. 

Some time ago the gun-boat did seize some corials, but these belonged to persons from tht* 
Orinoque, and were taken in the Barima, therefore I did not report the circumstance, it being 
beyond my jurisdiction. 

The last seizure by the gun-boat was in the Mora Creek, and some of the inhabitants of 
Morocco were taken prisoners by the Commander of the gun-boat and carried to the Orinoque. 

You will also perceive, by the statement herewith sent, that the Commander of the gun-boat 
thinks he has still a right to come more to the eastward. 

I would feel obliged by your informing me whether I shall, for the future, endeavour to ^^ 
prevent all persons, wh^^ther Indians or others, belonging to the Venezuelan territory, from 
eutering our territory without a pass. 

I have. -&c 
(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

Supenntendent, Rivers and Creeks^ Eeaequibo, 
To Honourable H. E. F. Young, 

Government Secretary. 



Inclosure in No. 799. 



Declaration by Juan PireL 

I, JUAN PIREL, do hereby declare that a Spanish gun-boat was at anchor at the Mora 
Oeek (that leads to Barima), and that the said gun-bo:it took several corials that came from tin- 
Morocco Post and carried them to the Orinoco, witli sundry articles of merchandize. 

Pirel also states that four of the corials loaded with goods, &c., were from Orinoco say 
Spanish that came to Georgetown to purchase goods. 

The Commander of the gun-boat is of opinion that Mora Creetk is the line between the 
Venezuelan territory, and that little further is belonging to the British. 

(^Signed) JUAN PIKEL, his x mark. 

December 10, 1840, 
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No. 800. 



E 



Returns of Pomeroon Indians (1840). 



I. 
Return of Indians in the Pomeroon District, December 1840. 



Nations. 


Captains. 


Men. 


Women. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Totals. 


M'orrows 

Oarrabeese •• 

Spanish 

Acraways 

Arrawacks . • • . 


4 

3 

1 

1 
7 


221 
119 
102 
19 
205 


213 
142 
107 
24 
255 


143 

91 

68 

9 

173 


116 
93 

58 

6 

181 


697 
448 
336 
59 
821 


Total 


16 


666 


741 


484 


454 


2.361 



F 



II. 
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[Names of Creeks, &c., see next page.] 
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II. 



Names of Creeks, Number of Settlements, and the Number of Inhabitants in each Creek, 

December 1840. 



It 



(; 



I) 



N.B.<— 'The above includes all the settlements situated between the Bsramany and Itrabeese Creeks. 







Number 














Names of Creeks. 


Nations. 


of 
Settlements. 

! 


Captains. 


Men. 


Women. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Totals. 

t 


B iramany and Marawaha 


Worrows 


6 


1 


25 


30 


15 


23 


94 


Morocco and Beard 


Spanish 


20 

38 


3 

1 


101 
102 


105 

107 


82 
68 


55 
58 


316 
336 


Hymaracnbora.. 


Worrows • . 
Arrawncks . . 


8 

1 


• • 


45 

4 


48 
6 


31 
4 


23 
3 


147 
17 


Manawarein . . 


Worrows 


6 


• . 


50 


30 


15 


1 15 


110 


Caiabeese .. 


10 


2 


40 


44 


33 


32 


131 


Apakata •• •. 


Arr&wacks • . 


5 


1 


16 


14 


12 


8 


51 


Wakaporo 


»» • • 


17 


1 


33 


42 


28 


27 


131 


Accawiney .. ,. 


*» • • 




1 


17 


22 


8 


17 


65 


Dutchmaiis 


»t • • 






5 


4 


4 


2 


15 


Abrahams • . • . 


♦» • • 






3 


3 


2 


3 


11 


Maooria •• ,. 


t» • • 






2 


\ 


1 


1 


8 


Wanipana 


f» • • 






2 


* 


4 


I 


12 


Yoaranamoi . . • . 


»f • • 




_ _ 


4 


5 


3 


2 


49 


Marateina 


ff • • 






2 


4 


2 


1 


9 


Tapacary 


>» • ■ 






12 


12 


9 


7 


40 


Mapary 


» • • 






5 


6 


4 


4 


19 


Maharony 


»» • • 






3 


4 


2 


3 


12 


Coiralory 


i» • • 






4 


6 


2 


4 


17 


Comaripo 


ff • • 






2 


3 


1 


• . 


G 


Arasou . • 


>» • • 






3 


5 


2 


3 


13 


Para . • . • . . 


*» • • 


3 




4 


6 


2 


5 


17 


Wikarip 


f* • • 


2 




7 


9 


5 


5 ! 


26 


Toroo . • 


»» • • 


2 




7 


7 


4 


4 


22 


Pacory 


»> 


2 




5 


9 


4 


5 


23 


C'apoey 


>f • • 


10 




25 


30 


40 


35 


131 


Itrabeese .. «. 


f» • • 


10 




40 


50 


30 


41 


162 


Warunamoie . . 


Accdways 


1 




5 


7 


2 


1 


15 


Iserooroo . . •< 


ft • • 
Carrabeese . . 


2 
4 




6 
28 • 


8 
32 


2 
22 


2 
23 


19 

105 


Boraway . . • . 


»» » • 


1 




10 


13 


5 


6 


35 


Coiremah 


*> • • 


3 




7 


9 


3 


2 


21 


Toey-Toey 


*» • • 


1 




4 


7 


3 


3 


17 


Pomeroon • • 


Accawavs •. 

• 9 


8 

1 




. 30 

8 


37 
9 


25 
5 


27 
2 


U9 
25 


Total .. 


lol 


16 


666 


741 


484 


454 


2,861 



(Signed) 



WILLIAM C. McCLINTOCK, 

Fostholdery PomerootK 
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No. 801. 

Report of Robert King, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks for the County of Esseqnibo^ for the 

Quarter ending 3] si December^ 1840. 

To his Excellency the Governor of British Guiana : 



YOUR reporter having been detained in the Waini and Barima Rivei-s for nearly a-month in 
the beginning of this quarter, say, until the 22nd October, in endeavouring to find out the Indian 
Bellisarius, wlio it was reported had been shot by Ilendrick Pauli, and which circumstance wan 
reported in the last quarter's report, was unable to come to Georgetown until the latter end of 
said month of October with report of former quarter, and, on reaching Georgetown, received a 
summons from his Honour the Acting Higli Sheriff to attend as a witness for the defence in the 
cage f>f John Emery ?;. Arthur Knox Ogle, on the 2nd November. Your reporter was con- 
sequently obliged to attend on the 2nd November, and from the frequent delays and postpone- 
ments of said case, your reporter was unable to leave Georgetown for the space of ten or twelve 
days, and on the 12th November proceeded to Pomeroon to visit said district, as also to bring up 
IT the Ind'an witnesses in the cases of Pauli and Maul, which cases were mentioned in last report 
as having been placed in the hands of the Acting High Sheriff for trial at the Supreme Court of 
Criminal Justice. Previous, however, to proceeding to Pomeroon, your reporter received another 
Hummons to attend the Honourable the Supreme Court of Criminal Justice as a witness in the 
cases of the Queen v, Williamina Spencer. 

Arrived in Pomeroon on the 14th November at Dumbarton Castle. Stopped on said estate 
for two days in order to find out where the Indians (the witnesses) in the cases of Pauli and Maul 
were, as they had not as yet arrived at Dumbarton Castle where your reporter had directed them 
to be. Accordingly sent for them. 

Next day, the 15th, visited plantation Caledonia. Had no complaints on either of the above- 
mentioned estates. 
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On the 16th proceeded to the lazeratto, concerning which establishment your reporter A 
mentioned in his hist report that Dr. Gilbert hardly ever attended to it; and, on resigning:, 
althong-h. requested by his Excellency the Governor to attend thereto until some arrangements 
could be made, he. Dr. Gilbert, left the district on the 30th September, or thereabouts, and never 
even visited the five unfortunate leper prisoners, to his departure from Pomeroon, so that these 
poor people have been withcnit a medical attendant for the last quarter. Your reporter requested 
Mr. Bennett, of Dumbarton Castle, with whom the Inspector-General contracts to supply them 
with provisions, to render them any assistance he could. Your reporter hopes that some arrange- 
ment will shortly be made either by the appointment of some medical gentleman thereto, or some 
other person who will attend to these rmfortunate people, as at present tins establishment is not 
properly attended to. Your reporter would have directed the Postholder to have looked after 
these people, but thought it better to request Mr. Bennett to do so, as he supplies them with 
proviHions. 

November 17. — Proceeded up the river as far as Mr. Pickersgill's, where your reporter stopped " ^ 
for a couple of days, and during that time had no complaints. In fact, there were no Indians 
working for any of the inhabitants of the Pomeroon on account of the way Pauli and Maul had 
acted towards them, and they said they would not work until they saw how the case was 
settled. 

November 19. — Proceeded to the Tapecurna Lock and stopped at Mr. Alstein's for a day. Had 
no complaints. Anived at plantation Richmond on the 20th, and readied Georgetown on the 
23rd. the day on which y^ur reporter was summoned to attend the Supreme Court of Criminal 
Justice as a witness in the case of Spencer. Detained in Georgetown in consequence thereof 
until the 8th December, when the cases v, Spencer were concluded. On the 1st December your 
reporter was obliged again to attend the Inferior Court of Criminal Justice in the case of 
Euiery v. Ogle. 

The cases of the Indian v. Pauli and Maul were put off till the next session in consequence oi . ,. 
the indictment not being served on the defendants. 

Whilst speaking of the Indian, your reporter cannot refrain from mentioning to your 
Excellency that he has not as yet been paid for the feeding of the Indians in the above cases. 
This your reporter thiT)ks hard, as his salary does not afford him the means of lying out of money 
for the public service for so long a period ; and your reporter mentions this the more particularly, 
as one of the members of the Finance Committee informed your reporter that the Conjmittee did 
not feel authorized to sign his said account, not deeming it right that your reporter should put 
the Colony to such expei^se. Your reporter thought he was performing nis duty in bringing the 
Indians up to Georgetown to be further examined by his Honour the High Sheriff, in case he 
should require any iurther evidence to substantiate the cases. Y our reporter also brought these 
people before your Excellency. 

Relative to the Post-house in Pomeroon, it is not possible for the Postholder to reside in it. 
There is no person there at present. Your reporter allowed the Postholder to reside at his own j^) 
place higher up the Pomeroon, near Mr. Pickei-sgill, until something could be done to the 
Post-house. Your reporter trusts your Excellency will not be displeased at the Postholder not 
residing at the Post-house, as the house is really not habitable. 

Started from Georgetown on the IGth December for the Essequibo River. Arrived at Hog 
Island same duy. Stopped at the P^ndeavour for a day in consequence of the rain, which fell in 
torrents. On the 18th left for Supemaam. Arrived there about 10 o'clock. Proceeded from 
thence to Mr. Corder, where your reporter stopped for the day. Had no complaints. Next day 

Eroceeded to the Klip. Arrived tnere same day. On the 20th had a complaint from Mary 
Robertson t?. John Lanferman for a debt ot lOdolhirs. Summoned Lanft^iman, wno acknowledged 
the debt and paid same. Started same day for the Post. Arrived there in the afternoon, and 
stopped for the night. Found the Postholder unwell. The Post-house so leaky that your 
reporter was compelled to sleep in the open gallery. The Postholder has not as yet done 
anythinje; towards putting up a new house, although your reporter is informed he has received E 
orders to do so. 

Next day started for the Massaronny. Stopped at Mr. Ansdell's, and next day visited 
different settlements in this river. Had no complaints. Next day visited the Mission under the 
charge of the Rev. Mr. Bernan. This Mission is improving ; there are at present sixty cliildren on 
the list of pupils. Of this number twenty-four boys ai'e clothed, fed, lodged, «nd educated at the 
establishment. These are Indians. Mr. Bernau is now building, by subscription, another 
school-house, which he intends for a residence for orphan female Indian children, of whom there 
are raanj in the river higher up. There are at present about twelve female children (Indians) 
educated at the Mission by Mrs. Bernau. Mr. Bernau informed your reporter that he could have 
a larger school had he the means of feeding, clothing, and lodging more children, but that, the 
Mission being in debt, he could not afford it. About 4 o'clock started for the Post. Arrived same 
(lay. Next day went to Tiger Creek to Messrs. Clarke and Smith's wood-cutting establishment. 
Stopped that day there. Next day visited all the places at the back of Hog Island, and from ^ 
thence went to the Klip. Remained there for a day. Had no complaints. On the next day 
proceeded to Fort Island, where your reporter arrived about 1 o'clock, and from thence proceeded 
to the eastern side of Hog Island, and visited several places, and then rf.turned to Fort Island, 
and where your reporter had no complaints. 

The Dutch church in Fort Island is in a very dilapidated state. There is seldom service 
performed in it, the catechist not residing on the island. 

Mr. Ketley has placed a catechist on Fort Island, who appears to be doing well. This was 
done, as your reporter is informed, at the request of most of the population on the island — at 
least at the request of the black population, whoare erecting a house, &c., for the catechist at 
their own expense. 
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A Your reporter arrived in Georgetown on the night of the Slst December, 1840, and would 

have sent in this report at an earHer date, but was waiting for the Poatholder's Returns to corne 
in to attach them hereto, but they have not as yet forwarded their reports to your reporter. 

There ars no settlers on Crown lands excepting those already mentioned in former report/?, 
nor are there many new settlei-s on the private lands. 

Kelative to the report your reporter made to your Excellency of the gun-boat and armed 
force wliich took some of our Indians and others prisoners in the Mora Creek, and which was scut 
by the Venezuelan Government, and on which report your Excellency sent a despatch to tiie 
officer commanding at Angostura, your reporter being unable at that time to go himself with the* 
despatch on account of being summoned to attend in the case of the Queen v. Spencer, your 
reporter, by order of the Honourable the Government Secretary, forwarded same to the Postholder 
in Pomeroon to deliver to the Commantler of the said gun-boat. Your reporter has since had a 
letter from the Postholder, dated the 18th December, in which he states that he had received the 
" despatch, and was then proceeding to deliver it, since which period your reporter has not hoard 
from the Postholder on the subject. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

Superinieudent^ River b and Creeks, Esseqrdbo, 
January 18, 1841. 
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THIRTY-FIFrH ChIMINTaL feES«lON. 



In the Supreme Court of Ci'iminal Justice in and for the Counties of Demerary and Essequibo, 

in the Colony of British Guiana. 

Our Sovereign Lady the Queen against John Maul, otherwise called John Moll. 

THE Attorney-General of Our Lady the Queen conieth into this Honourable Court hero, and 
giveth the Court to understand and be informed that one John Maul, otherwise called John Moll 
of the County of Essequibo, in British Guiana, labourer, on tho 15th day of September, in this 
present year of our Lord, 1^40, at Essequibo aforesaid, in British Guiana aforesaid, within the 
jurisdiction of this Honourable Court, with force and arms, a certain gun, then and there loaded 
with gunpowder and divers leaden shot, which said gun he, the said John Maul, otherwise called 

1^ John Moll, in both his hands, then and there had and held at and ag.iinst one Ballisarius, an 
Indian, then and there feloniously, unlawfully, aid miliciou^ly did slujt with intent in so doin^ 
thereby then and there the said Bellisarius to m liin contrary to law, and against the peace of Oar 
J^ady the Queen, her Crown and dignity. 

And the Attorney-General further giveth the Court to understand and be informed that one 
John Maul, otherwise called John Moll, of the County of Essequibo, in British Guiana, labourer, 
on the loth day of September, m this present year of our Lord, 1840, at Essequibo aforesaid, in 
British Guiana aforesaid, within the jurisdiction ot this Honourable Court, with force and arms, a 
certain gun, then and there loaded with gunpowder and divers leaden shot, which said gun he, 
tlie said John Maul, otherwise called John Moll, in both his hands then and there had, and helfl 
at and against one Bellisarius, an Indian, then and there feloniously, unlawfully, and maliciously 
did shoot with intent in so doing then and there to the said Bellisarius to do some bodily harm, 

p contrary to law and against the peace of Our Lady the Queen, her Crown and dignity. 
^ And the Attorney-General further giveth the Court to understand and be informed that one 

John Maul, otherwise called John Moll, of the County of Essequibo, with force and arms, on the 
15th day of September, in this present year of our Lord, 18 tO, in the County of Essequibo, m 
British Guiana, within the jurisdiction of this Honourable Coi^rt, in and upon one Belisarius, an 
Indian, then and there being, did make an assault, and him, the said Bellisarius, then and there 
did beat, wound, and ill-treat and other wron^ to the said Bellisarius, then and there did to the 
great damage of the said Bellisarius, and against the peace of Our Lady the Queen, her Crown 
and dignity. 

On the motion of the Attorney-General the Court orders this case to stand over till next 
session (30th November, 1840). 

By command, 
(Signed) THOMAS BAGOT, Acting Begiatrar. 
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John Maul, otherwise called John Moll, pleaded ** Not Guilty." 
The Court finds the prisoner '* Not Guilty." 

His Honour J. H. Bent, Chief Justice. 

His Honour Thomas Norton, 1st Puisne Judge. 

His Honour Samuel Firebrace, 2nd Puisne Judge. 

Mr. W. Roberts, Assessor. 

Mr. Wm. Donnell, Assessor. 

Mr. John J. DonWn, Assessor. 
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Thus done in tlie Supreme (Joint of Criinimil Justice of the Counties of Demorary and A 
Esscquibo, in the Colony tif Britisli Guiana, hehl at the Court Houso, Georgetown, Demei'ary, this 
24th dav of Februar}-, 1S41. 

(Signed) J. H. BENT. Chief Justice. 

THOMAS NORTON, Judge. 
SAMUEL FIREBRACE, Judqe 
WM. ROBERTS. 
WM. DONNELL. 
JOHN JAMES DONVIN. 
By the Court : 
(Signed) TrioMAS Bagot, 

Actiiiif Registrar. 

B 
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Kctract from the Minutes of the Froceedhufs of the Supreme Criminal Court of British Guiana. 



2\th February, 1841. 



The Queen v. John Maul. 

SHOOTIXG at au Tiuliau witli intent to injure. 

AHHesRors : Mr. W. Roberts, Mr. Donvin, and Mr. Donald. 

Prisoner pleaded not guilty. 

Indictment contains three counts : — 

\d Count. — Firing a gun feloniously at Bellisarius with intent to maim. 

'ind Count , — The same, 'svitli intent to do bodily harm. 

Zrd Coimf. — Common assault. 

The Attorney-'General calls no witnesses. 

Acquitted. 



2r>M Fehruary, 1841. f) 



The Queen v. John Moll {assaulting an Indian). 

Assessors : Mr. Lawton, Mr. Forte, and Mr. Hatton. 

Prisoner pleads not guilty. 
Indictment contains two counts : — 
l,s^ Count. — Assault and battery. 
2/w7 Count. — Assault. 

Toby. — Name is Toby, is a huntsman ; knows John Moll ; prisoner has lived with him ; working 
with him ; has a house close to Pickersgill in the Pomeroou ; does go to the Barima River ; went xj 
there witli John Moll ; went for bucks, and witness went with him ; did see bucks there, saw 
plenty of bucks ; knows the Indians ; saw those three Indians when witness went to the Barima ; 
saw nothing pass ; John Moll did notliing to those Indians ; he spoke to them ; asked them to go 
and work with them ; asted all three ; two of them came witli him, Ohinia and the Spanish 
man , never went back after that time to the Barima. 

Cross. — Wont witli their own accord with John Moll, he paid them for working with him. 

Indian Mourawa. examined as to belie f in future state. — Evidence not admitted. 

Indian Bellli*arius^ examined. — His evidence rejected, want of belief. 

Attorney-General declines going further. 

Acquitted. 



No, 804. F 

licptH't of Robert K'uvfy SuperintfwhiU of tlio Hirers and Crfrks,for the year 1840. 

Respectfully sheweth : 

THAT your reporter has visited the several rivers and creeks of the county each quarter 
during the year and reported (juarterly thereon to his Excellency tlie Governor, and in compliance 
with the Ordinance appointing Superintendents of Rivers and Creeks, now makes his annual 
report according to the form therein prescribed. 

[696—0] 2 E 
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J^ 1. Tlie Post is called Ampa, the Postholcler s name is D. J. C. Backey, a widoAver, au 

exceedingly sober man. 

2. Reniained at the post two or three days in each quarter and then proceeded in each 
quarter to visit all the settlements in the river, and hear complaints, if any, at each place. As 
will more fully appear from the quarterly Reports sent to his Excellency the Governor, to which 
is attached a journal of your reporter s proceeding's. 

3. The post-house is in a very dilapidated state, hardly habitable, particnlarly in the raiuy 
season ; there are a couple of old cannon at the post, but no ammunition. The Postholder resides 
there. 

4. There are no Indians in the immediate vicinity of the Post, but there are about 150 to 200, 
mostly An-owaks, within a day's call of the post, many of Avhom understand English or Creole 
Dutch. 

The Postholder can converse with them in Creole Dutch. 
B The nearest resident to the Post is Mr. Clark, a wood-cutter, residing at the mouth uf the 

Tiger Creek, which is nearly opposite. 

5. The wood-cutters in the Essequibo are Messrs. Ansdells, Odwin, Clarke, MoUer; these 
persons are residing within a day's journey of the Post. Jlr. Clarke's is the largest wood-cutting 
establishment in the river. Mr. George Jeffry has also a large wood-cutting establishment in 
Supinaam Creek. There is also a wood-cutting establishment carried on in Merteens' Creeks 
by the Messrs. Casely. The two last establishments have saw-mills attached thereto. Almost 
all the labour of these establishments is carried on by Indians. 

6. ^riie nearest post to the eastward is Demeraiy, being about two days' journey. Fort 
Island, which is situated in the Essequibo, is about foiu* hours to Ampa. The Postholder of 
Boraesaerie Creek resides there. 

7. The Post is about 40 miles from the mouth of the river ; the passage of boats could be 
^ prevented if Postholder had a proper force. The situation of the Post is very good. 

^ 8. No presents have been distributed. 

9. There is at Bartica Grove a Mission of the London Missionary Society, under the direction 
of the Rev. Mr. Bernan. Many of the Indian children are here educated, there are on the school 
list between fifty and sixty boys, twenty-four of whom remain at the Mission and are fed, clothed, 
and educated. 

The Rev. Mr. Bernan is now building, by means of subscription, a school-house for female 
Indian children (being orphans) whom he also hopes to induce to remain at the Mission, where 
they will be fed, clothed, and educated. 

This Mission is doing a great deal of good, and on Sunday the church is. well attended by all 
the inhabitants in the neighbourhood. 

There is also a Mission established at the Karia Karia Creek, under the direction of the 
Rev. Mr. Ketly, the preacher here is a black man, by name Peters. This Mission is not doing as 
-|x much good as was to be expected. More particularly since your reporter sent a case to his 
Honour the Sheriff of Essequibo against this man Petei-s for trial, he being charged with 
buggery, in consequence of which many persons who formerly attended Divine Service here 
before do not attend now. 

Mr. Ketly has established a school on Fort Island at the request of the black and coloin-ed 
population residing on the island and in the iieighbom*hood, on account of the irregularity in the 
performance of Divine Service in the Dutch church, and there being no. school kept there. 

The catechist belonging to the Dutch church now resides on the island, but the clergyman is 
on leave of absence. 

The school established on the island by Mr. Ketly, and under the superintendence of 
Mr. Andrews, is doing well. 

10. The business transacted in each quarter, together with journal of proceeding sent hi 
quai-terly to his Excellency the Governor. 

J] The Postholders* quarterly returns also sent in to his Excellency, together with your reporters 

report. 

Your reporter begs leave to state that there are no persons squatting on the Crown lands, but 
that many negroes have purchased land from private individuals. 

There have been during last year three ships loaded with timber up the Essequibo for the 
home market. This has given employment to many of the coloured inhaoitants up the river. 

Mr. D. Falant, the Postholder of Boraesarie, resides on Fort Island at the old fort ; the house 
he resides in is his own propeii>y. There are no Indians in the neighb(mrhood of Fort Island. 
There are four guns belonging to the fort there. 

Pomeroon River. 

^ 1. The Post called Pomeroon Post, situated at the mouth of the river, on the west bank. The 

Postholder up to the 30th September last was Theodore Gilbert, who resigned at that period, and 
W. C. McCHntock was then appointed, both sober men, and also married men. 

2. Your reporter also visited this Post in each quarter during tlie year, and reported thereon 
to his Excellency the Governor, and sent in also a join-nal of his prot^eedings, as will appear by said 
quarterly reports. 

3. The house is not habitable ; there are no arms or anmiunition ; there is a flag-staff^ but no 
flag. 

4. There are no Indians in the immediate neighbourhood of the Post, but for the name, tiibe, 
and number of Indians in this district vide the Postholdcr's return sent in for last quarter. 
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5. The \vood-cutter8 here are Messrs. Pickersgill, Holmes, and Buiibury ; all the labour A 
performed by Indians. The other residents in the Pomeroon cultivate the annotta. The negroes 
on the plantations Dnnbarton Castle and Caledonia have purchased the abandoned estate called 
Aberdeen from Mr. Wishart for 12,000 g-uildors. 

(i. The nearest post is Ampa, in the Essequibo, about three days' journey. 

7. The Post is at the mouth of the river. The passage of boats can be e^isily stopped. But 
there are other entrances to this river, one through Plantation Richmond, and the other a short 
way over Supinaam. A passage can also be effected from the interior through the Wacapaw 
Creek, which leads to the Manawarine, and from thence thi'ougli the interior to the Venezuelan 

teiTitory. 

8. No presents given to the Indians. 

D. There are two schoolmasters at present in the Pomeroon belonging to the Established 
Chm*ch, one situate at the junction of the Arapiaco and the Pomeroon. He has been only a short 
time here, and appears to be a very proper and steady young man, and has already induced some B 
Indians to send their children to school. There is a new house erected for a clergyman, but no 
dero-yniau has vet come to reside there. 

The other schoolmaster is at present residing at Plantation (Caledonia. The negroes, as far 
jift your reporter can learn, do not like him. He has no Indians at his scliool. 

There is a Roman Catholic ilission in the Moitocco Creek, under the charge of the 
Rev. Mr. Cullen. Tliis clergyman has done a great deal of good amongst the Indians, and has a 
large congregation of the Indians calling themselves Si)anish Indians. Some Warraws attend 
l)ivine service, but very few ; the congregation generally averages between fifty and sixty. 

Sevei*al of the Indian children are beginning to speak English and to read it. On the school 
liHt are about fifteen, but on an average not more than six to eight attend daily. 

Relative to the lazaretto, your reporter begs leave to state that he visited this estabUshment 
four times during last year; that from the 30th September last the poor people at this establish- p 
iiient, at present only four, have had no medical attendant. There were two lepers died lately at 
the lazaretto, one in January last and the other in December. The former had fever six weeks 
previous to his death, and the latter died from his sores when at this establishment about a 
fortnight ago. The four remaining lepers complained that there was no person to attend to dress 
or give them dressing for their sores. 

Your reporter tnists that some medical gentleman will shortly be appointed to this establish- 
ment, as the unfortunate complain much of the want of medical attendance. 

Your reporter further begs leave to state that about two months ago a gun-boat, having 
on board thirty to forty armed soldiers, entered the Mora Creek and made prisoners of some 
Indians of the Mon'occo Creek. Your reporter reported the circumstances to his Excellency the 
Governor, who immediately forwarded a despatxjh to the Governor of Angostura. 

The Postholder s return for each quarter, as well as your reporter's journal for the nature of 
l)nsiness transacted in each quarter, Inis been forwarded to his Excellency the Governor. j) 

There are no new settlers in the Pomeroon River at all. All labour excepting on the 
Plantations Dunbarton Castle and Caledonia performed by Indians. 

(Sig-ned) ROBERT KING, 

Sit perlnteii (lent lliKers ami Creeks^ Essequibo, 

Frhruan/ 2b, 1841. 



No. HOo. 
Report of W. C. Mci'lintock^ Postholder, Pomeroon River, for the Quarter ending Decenibtr 1840.* 

YOUR reporter was, on the 1st October last, appointed Postholder of said district, and on -p 
his arrival at the Post assigned him, found tlie dwelling-house in a very dilapidated state, the 
pounds completely overrun with grass, bush, vines, &c., the dams l^roken in several places, and 
the flag-staff and koker much out of repaii*. 

Your reporter, having employed several Indians to put a new roof on the house and to cut 
materials for the repairs of the Post, hopes by the end of March WQ^t to have it completed ; but to 
make it at all comfortable your reporter will require 1,;>00 feet of lumber for doors, windows, 
shutters, and gallery floors, and which the Indians are incapable of providing. 

Your reporter, having received directions to send in a quarterly Return of all the Indians in 
his district, he proceeded first to Morocco, and while preparing himself ft)r tliat duty information 
was lodged that a Spanish gun-boat was stationed in the Barima River, convenient to the mouth 
of the Mora Creek, and that two Spanisli Indians attached to the Morocco Mission were made 
prisoners, and their corial and a variety of small goods taken from them. 

Your reporter, on the receipt of this information, prepared himself to go to Barima, but on p 
reaching the Baramany Creek your reporter met one of the said Spanish Indians on his return to 
Morocco, who stated that the gun-boat had already started for AngcJBtura, which prevented your 
reporter proceeding further than the mouth of the Waini River. 

Your reporter returned to ilorocco on the 9th November and commenced putting the instruc- 
tions previously received into execution, and on his visiting the Hymurucaboru, several of the 
Warrow Indians residing in that creek, as well as those in those in the Manawarein, requested 
that Captains should be appointed to live among them — Cai)tain Johnklass, who resided in the 
fonner, naving died several months past, and Captain George, of the latter, having also died. 

* Laid before the Court on 5th March, 1841. 
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Your reporter bep:8 leave most respectfully to urge the a4>Rolute necessity of having Captains 
appointed so as to enable your reporter to arrive at the exact number of Indians at the expiration 
oi each quarter, the Captains to be obliged to keep a memorandum of the increase and decreaw^ iu 
each of their districts. 

Your reporter also begs leave to state that he has visited all the Indiaa Kettlemeiits in 
Pomeroon district, and have assembled the families m each, enables your reporter to funiisli a 
most coiTect Return with the names of the creeks, the number of settlements, and the nunibt r of 
Indians residing iu each, which he hopes will be found satisfactorv. 

(Signed) WILLIAM C. McCLINTOCK, 

Po8f/tolder, Pomeroon River, 



B 



Annex to No. 805. 

Return of Indians taken by AV. C. llcClintock, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, &c., duriug 

the Months of Decend>er 1840 and January and February 1841. 
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Nations. 


Ca|itAins. 


Men. 


Women. 


Boys. 


Girls 


Total. 


Wo r rows 
Carrabecse 
Spanish [Indians] 
Accawaf s 
Arrawacks 


4 
3 
1 
1 

7 


221 
119 
102 
19 
205 


213 
142 
107 
24 
255 


143 

91 

68 

9 

173 


116 

93 

58 

6 

181 


697 
448 

336 

59 

821 


Total .. 


16 

1 


6u6 


741 


4S4 


454 


2,361 



If the above number of 2,3iU M-ere added to the numerous Indians that inhabit the Rivers 
Waini, Bareema, and the right bank of the Amacoora Creek, whidi by Sir Robert Schomburgk's 
survey is the westiirn boundary of British Guiana, together \\nt\\ their various tributaries, the 
grand total would be upwards of 6,500 Indians. Admitting this number to bi» coiTect, is it not 
painful to know that of such a large population only from forty to fifty receive instruction. 
There are but two places within the districts Nos, 1 and 2 where Indian children are educated, 
and untoiiunately both of those places are situated on the Arabian coast, so that district No. I or 
Pomeroon is totally neglected, altlumgh the Honourable the Combined Couit gi-anted about two 
years ago 10,000 dollars for the benefit of Indians. 

Your reporter begs to observe that in making this last remark he did not include the Spanish 
Mission St. Roses, or " Mariabba," in the Upper Morocco, which is conducted by the Rev. John 
Cullen, R.(y.P., who (contrary to the general wish amongst Indians) experiences considerable 
difficulty in getting the Spanish childr(;n to attend his school. This, however, is owing to the 
parents preferring to emplov their cliildren in fishing, &c., to that oi receiving instruction. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Siipenntendent of Hirft','* and Creeks, c^\'., Pomevoou. 



No. 806. 
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Report of Robert Kimj, Sifperintouhnt of Rivers and Creeks^ Connff/ of Kssequibo^ for Marrh 

Q( tarter^ 1^41. 
Respectfully sheweth : 

THAT your reporter left Georgetown, accompanied by the Mai-shal, Mr. J. Backer, on the 
25th January, 1841, to proceed to the interior, to point out where the Avitnesses were to be foiuul 
in the case of the Indians v. Pauli and Maul. Having been informed that Maul was not at his own 
residence in the interior, your reporter was obliged to visit almost every estate on the Arabian 
Coast in order to find him, that tne Marehal might serve him with a copy of indictment. Having 
an*ived at plantation Richmond on the 28th, your reporter found Maul on said plantation, where 
the ilai-shal served him. 

January 20. — Proceeded to the Tapecuma Lake to the residence of Pauli, Mhom we found ut 
the lock of Richmond, in company with Edward Brown, a witness in said cases. The Marshal 
served these people also. Afterwards proceeded on to Mr. .fohii Alstein, where we arrived at 
4 o'clock. We stopped here for the night. 

Left Mr. J. Alstein's about 8 o'clock this morning ; called at Messrs. Kingston and Phih'p 
Alstein's place in the Tapecuma. Had no complaints at either places. Proceeded on to tlie 
Pomeroon to Mr. Holmes' place ; there were no Indians there. Proceeded from thence to 
IMacasina, the residence of Mr. McClintock, the Postholder ; arrived there about 4 o'clock ; slept 
there. 

Left Macasina in the morning, having hired the commodore and three of his Indians. Called 
at H. Banbury's place, and then called at Mr. Pickersgill. Had no complaint at either place. 
Bunbury had about twelve Warrow Indians at work at ilxQ rate of 1 joe (say. 7 dollars) per month, 
and found. Afterwards proceeded to Benjamin Bunbury, and slept there. 
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February 1. — Depai'ted from Bunbury at 7 o'clock in the morning, having first gone as far as A 
Albertns Stolls' with the Mavshnl, in order to serve him with summons as interpreter for the 
Indians, in the case of Pauli and Maul. Arrived at plantation Caledonia about half-past 4 in the 
afternoon ; stopped at G^ledonia for the night. 

Next morning, the 2i)d February, had a complaint from a labourer, on said estate, named 
Rose V, Larry, also ^ labourer, of said plantation, for assault, by striking her several blows about 
her face with his shut fist, and also beating her with a stick. 

Lany stated that lie did beat her with his fists, but only gave her a few boxes, which he 
considered he had a right to do, as he and she lived together, and that he had bought medicine 
for her out of his own money when she was sick, and that she had sold it, which she had no 
riglit to do, as he had purchased it, and therefore she had robbed him. Fuied him for said assault. 
10 dollars, which sum your reporter had handed to Rose. After this case, your reporter started for 
the Wacapau ( 'reek. Proceeded up the creek (accompanied by the Marshal; a considerable distance, 
and then entered the Curiega Creek, and arrived about 5 o'clock at an Indian's place— Indian's H 
name, Johnston ; place called Catawavvron. Found fifteen Indians heje. Had no complaints from 
them. Slept here, and next morning, the 3rd, 8tart«?d at 6 o'clock for the Manawarine Creek, 
where we arrived about 12 o'clock. \^ ent down this creek, and, about 2 o'clock, entered the 
Morocco Creek, and arrived at the Roman Catholic Mission at a quarter-past 4 o'clock. Stopped for 
the night. 

Februftry4, — Started early this morning for Captain Quashie's. Arrived there about 9 o'clock. 
Stopped and breakfasted there, and had a complaint from Captain Commodore v. Captain Quashie, 
a« follows : — 

Commodore stated that some time ago he gave Captain Quashie twenty axes and two pieces 
of salemporis to purchase a corial for him, but which corial Quashie never purchased, nor would 
he return the articles. Quashie, in his defence, stated he did receive the articles, but had 
never come across a corial good enough for Captain Commodore, but that, if he would grant him > , 
a month's time, he would get a corial. 

Commodore agreed to grant indulgence. Case to stand over till your reporter's return. After 
breakfast, proceeded to AsRcata to Joseph's place. Sent for Captain Cabborally to come to me ; he 
resides a little further up this creek. Slept at Joseph's place. 

Fth-uary 5. — Cabborally come about i) o'clock. Desired me to send off to the Barima River 
t^) call Bellisarius, and the other Indian who had made complaints, in order that the Marshal might 
sei-ve them with summons. Remained all that day at Joseph's place. 

February 6. — Still at Joseph's place waiting for the witnesses. 

February 7. — Ditto. 

February 8. — Ditto. 

February 9. — Witnesses not yet an'ived : expected every moment during this day. Visited all 
the Indian settlements in the creek. On our return to Joseph's in the. afternoon, found that 
Bellisarius and Mourawa had arrived from the Barima. The Marshal served thera with p 
summonses. 

Feh-uai^ 10. — The other witnesses not having arrived from the Upper Waini, we still waited 
at Joseph's place. 

Fehi-uary 11. — Left Joseph's place to return to the Morocco, leaving word for Cabborally 
to follow us with the witnesses ; that we would wait for him at Caledonia, in the Pomeroon. Slept 
ill the Morocco. 

Ftbniary 12. — Started at 6 o'clock in the morning for Pomeroon. Stopped at the Pomeroon Post, 
and was glad to find that the Posthokler's wife had arrived there the day before ; and that, although 
the house is in such bad order, that the Postholder was about to come there for the purpose oi 
repairing it as far as lay in his power. Stopped a1 Post ^out one hour, and then proceeded to 
(.'aledpnia and slept there. 

February 1.^. — All the witnesses arrived at (Caledonia during the night. Captain Cabborally 
made a complaint here against John Sutton, manager of Mr. W. Holmes, that a short time previous E 
to my visit Sutton went to his place and produced a. large paper, having a large seal thereon, 
tttating at same time that it was a commission given to him by your Excellency desiring that 
(cabborally would immediately order a number of Indians to go out to work for. Mr. Holmes.. 
(Jabborally declined to force any of the Indians to go out to work, stating that he did not 
l»elieve him, as both the Goveinor and Mr. King had not given him such orders, and, therefore, 
he would not order any of the Indians to go and work for him, but that, if they chose to go, he 
would not prevent them. Just after Caboorally had made this complaint, ana inquired of. your 
reporter if the Governor had given such a paper, your reporter walked over to the next estate, 
Dunbarton Castle, and there met John Sutton, and immediately spoke to him on the subject. He 
at first denied it altogether; but, on saying that Cabborally was in Caledonia, and having given 
orders to send for him, Sutton stated that he had taken an old grant, which had a large seal on it* 
and did say to Cabborally that it was a Commission from his Excellency the Governor ; but that 
he only meant it in fun, that he was sorry for it. Your reporter gave him a very severe reprimand, ^^ 
and had he obtained a single man through such imposition, that your reporter would have 
prosecuted him with the utmosi severity of the law. 

February 14. — Started from Caledonia ; arrived at Mr. PickersgilFs at 5 o'clock. Stopped for 
the night.- 

Febtncary 15.— Proceeded to the coast. Arrived at Richmond with all the witnesses about 
half-past 8 o'clock. 

February 16. — Obliged to remain on the coast, no opportunity presenting itself for George- 
town. 

Febrtiary 17. — Started for Georgetown. Arrived at 11 o'clock at night. From this day 
attended at the Court House, with witnesses, every day till after the Criminal Court was over. 
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A Your reporter cannot refrain from stating that he is extremely 8oi*ry that these cases were 

thrown out ot Ooni-t, a» he in convinced that the assaults, and, in f.ict, outrageis, committed 
against the Indians were true. However, your reporter trusts that the heavy expense which 
PauH and Maul were put to in feeing counsel will have such an effect as to prevent the likt^ 
occurrences again. 

Had also a complaint against a black man called Jones Alstein. It appeared that he went 
to the house of an Indian named Oneitas, in the Waini River, and asked the Indian to go and work 
for him. The Indian refused to go and work for him, on which Alstein took hold of him aad, a** 
the Indian states, attempted to pull him out of his house, on which the Indian struck him a severe 
blow between the eyes. Summoned Jones Alstein to answer this charge, who stated that he did 
not want to drag ihe Indian out of his house, but merely in a playful manner took hold of the 
Indian and asked hira to go work for him, on which the Indian struck him, and he then gave the 
Indian a licking, having received first blow. On this confession your reporter fined Alstein I joe. 
B which your reporter handed to the Indian, stating at same time that your reporter was veiy sorry 
indeed that the Indian had not given him a good beating, as he, Alstein. had committed the 
assault by daring to go into the Indian's house, and laj^ing hands <m him at all. 

On the 22iid March left Georgetown in company with the Messra. Schomburgk for the 
Essequibo, and, same evening, arrived at the Endeavour on Hog Island. Slept on board the. 
schooner. 

Next morning, the 23rd, went on shore, and waited for the tide. Started at 12 o'clock for 
the Snpenaam Creek, and arrived at Mr. Corder s, near the mouth of the creek, about 5 o\;lock. 
Stopped for the night, and next morning proceeded up the creek. There are no new settlers in 
it, nor had your reporter any complaints. In the afternoon came down the creek, and proceeded 
up the river as far as the Kh*p, where your reporter waited a day and had no complaints. 

Next morning, the 25th, proceeded up the river and visited the Creole Creek. No new 
., settlers, nor any complaints. Proceeded up the river, and called at Saxically. Landed there, and 
had no complaints. Proceeded on to the Post, Found Mr. B irkey, the Postholder, very ill. 
There your reporter found Mr. Booter, with a few carpenters, squaring timber for a new house 
which the Postholder is about erecting. The Postholaer informed your reporter that he had no 
complaints made to him, nor were there any new settlers in the river. 

March 26. — Proceeded up the Massaroonie, and arrived at Mr. Ansdell's wood-cuttia^^ 
establishment at Palmer's Point. Mr. Ansdell had no labourers with him at that time. After 
remaining hcjre to breakfast, proceeded to Vanderheydens place in the (JIayonnie. Had no, 
complaints. From thence proceeded to Fort Kyckoveral, where your reporter is putting up a 
large logic, and hopes soon to have the island in cultivation. After remaining here for a short tim<* 
returned to Palmer's Point, and remained for the night. 

March 27. — Went to Essequibo as far as Agatash, and remained for the night. ' Found no new 
settlura, excepting Mr. Carpentier and family, who have been up the river for a short time at 
I) Agatash for change of air, Mr. Carpentier being very ill. 

March 2^. — Proceeded as far as Semilie, and there found Mr. de Breton had taken possession, 
of a house belonging to a ha'.f Indian named Vanderhalt. Informed him that he must forthwitL 
leave that place, and return to his own residence on the Island Bannabanado, where he han 
permission to reside during his lifetime from the late Mr. Bilstein, who is said to be the proprietor 
formerly. Your reporter has seen tbe permission. Had no complaints. Found on the Island (»t 
l^annabanado a Mr. William Furton residing there by leave of Mr. de Breton. Returned in tht- 
evening to Agatash, and slept there. 

March 29. — Went to thf) missionary station at Bartica Grove. Breakfasted with the Rev, 

ftr 

Mr. Beraau. After breakfast, the Inspector-General amved and stopped for a shoil time, and then 
departed for Georgetown. AVhilst at the Mission your reporter bad a complaint from a very old 
man named Faber, who *?tated that» some time ago, he had sold some land to the Missionarv 
Society at Karia-Karia and that, although he had made frequent applications fi»r the purchase- 
^K money, he never could obtain any. Your reporter informed him that he ought to place the 
contract of sale in the hands of a lawyer. This he said he was unable to do. Your reporter theu 
informed him that he would speak to the Rev. Mr. Ketley on the subject on his arrival in town. 
Accordingly, on airiving in Georgetown, your reporter called on the Rev, Mr. Ketley, who appeared 
very much astonished that no money had been as yet paid to Mr. Faber, as he had directed 
Mr. Peters, the person who officiates at Karia-Karia, to settle with Faber long before this ; that he 
would immediately send for Petei*8 to know why he had not settled ; and that, if he did not 
receive a favourable answer from him, that he, Mr. Ketley, would settle with Faber before your 
reporter's next visit. Your reporter informed Mr. Ketley that if he did not do so, that he would 
apply for a lawyer, pro deOj to sue the Society, as the money was due since l8o8. 

About 12 o'clock your reporter proceeded to the Post where he fomid the Postholder 
exceedingly ill. Remained at the Post till next morning. . 

March 30. — WLen your reporter proceeded to the wood-cutting establishment of Mr. darker 

'-^ at the Tiger Creek; had no complaints here. Then proceeded to the Gold Mine, the residence of 

Miss M.irtha Moller. Four or five labouiers, who were formerly her slaves, have returned to her, 




there about 9 o clock. 

Your reporter had a complaint from Phoebe r. Mrs. Wesset, for wages since the abolition of 
slavery up to the present time, and also complained of having received many beatings dumg 
that time. Your reporter summoned Mrs. Wesset to attend to answer this charge, when sUe 
atated that she had given the girl one beating during that period; and that as for wages, she had 
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no riffht to pay her any, as tlie girl's mother had bound her. Referred the case, with documents A 
and list of witnesses, some of whom were in Georgetown and others in Wakenhaam, to the 
SheriflF of £s8equibo. 

Next morning proceeded to Hog Island, where your reporter found a schooner going to 
Creorgetown. Got on board, and sent the girl Phoebe to the SherifF of Essequibo in your 
reporter's boat, as she stated unless your reporter would take her away in his boat she would 
liave no opportunity of getting to the Sheriff. 

Your reporter herewith annexes the Postholder of Fort Island's report. The quarterly 
reports from the other two Postholders not having as yet come in, but yoTU' repoiter has left 
directions that they be sent to the Government Secretary's Office the moment they arrive. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

SupeHntendentj Rivers and Creeks, Essequibo. 



No. 807, 
Report of W. C. McClintock, Postholder^ Pomeroon^ for ilie Quarter ending March 1841. 

YOUR reporter beps leave to state that he virtited several of the settlements of the Arrawack 
Indians in the Tapacooma and Aripiaco Creeks, and was sorry to find that tribe so badly ofi*for 
provisions, most of them depending upon the Carabeese and Accaways for subsistence. Your 
reporter regrets to add that their distress originates from indolence, which says httle in their C 
favour. 

Your reporter also begs leave to state that he visited many of the Carabeese and Accaway 
8ettlement« in the upper part of this river, and leels great pleasure in being able to state that, 
although the Arawacks a^e principally depending on them for food, their cassava cultivation is 
«o extensive as to last them until their young fields (several of which are far advanced) come into 
bearing. They have likewise large patches of yams, besides plantains, the latter in such 
abundance as to enable them to dispose of laige quantities. 

Your repoiter having visited all the wood and tro(»lie-cutting establishments in the river and 
<Teek8, for the purpose oi ascertaining the exact number of Indians employed, begs leave to state 
tiiat there are 150 Warrows, 20 Accaways, and 30 Carabeese, making a total of 200 employed as 
above. 

Your reporter has had five Indians employed since the 19th March cutting the bush, grass 
vines, Ac-, in front of the Post. The dwelling-house, tiag-statf, and koker are still out of repair, ^ 
and the grounds are much in want of being drained. 

To Robert King, Esq., 

Superintendent, Rivers and Creeks, County of Essequibo. 



No. 808. 

Report of Keeper of Her Majesty's Colonial Gaol, Oeorgelovm, as to an eligible site for the 

ekaMishmerU of a Penal Settlement. 



s 



Respectfully sheweth, 

THAT your reporter, in obedience to your Excellency's commands, communicated to him on 
the 4tli instant, by the Honourable the (rovernment Secretary, immediately prepared for th^ 
(Expedition, and hired and provisioned the schooner " Eliza," intending to proceed on the same day, 
but was delayed by an accident to her rigging. 

That your reporter, on Wednesday, the 5th instant, sailed from Georgetown, accompanied by 
Mr. WilHam Nicholson, a practical quarrier, and Mr. J. P. Spaman, who vohmteered his services 
to pilot the expedition, and arrived the same evening at Fort Island, where Postholder Falant 
joined them. . . P 

That your reporter, on Tursday the tJth instant, proceeded up the river, and arrived at night ^ 
at Tiger Creek, where the expedition remamed till morning. 

That on Friday, the 7th nistant, Mr. Clarke accommodated the expedition with a small boat. 
Proceeded across to Post Ampa and examined the rock there, to which your reporter found the 
Rame objections apply as to the Post Seba, with reference to the circumscribed quantity of stone, 
ftud the difuculty and expense of quarrying, the vicinity of settlers, the barrenness of the soil, and 
the scarcity of timber thereon. 

That on Saturday, the 8th instant, your reporter proceeded up the river, and anchored at 
midnight at De Britton's Island, where he remained till morning, when he left the schooner and 
paddled up to Cumacka Serima in a corial lent to the expedition by M. de Britton. 
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A That on reaching Ihe Cumacka Rerima, after about three hours' paddle, your reporter, 

jissisted by Mr. NicholKon, ccTnmenced his examination of its site in the same manner as he had 
previously examined Post Seba, and subsequently the other sites to which his attention was 
directed, namely : — 

1. In regard to its salubrity; 

2. As to the quantity and quality of the stone, and the facility or difficulty of working the 
quarry; and 

3. In respect to the adaptation of the soil for the culture of provisions, and as to the existence 
of valuable tiniber thereon. 

That on investigation your reporter found here a much more considerable quantity of stone 
than at Post Seba, but a great part of it consisted of rocks in heavy masses, laying so low tlial 
the quarry could net be advantageously worked at Cumacka Serima. 

That the site is at a small rapid within view of the Aratacka, or First Fall of Esst^quibo, a 
" short distance above which is a path leading through the bush to the Demerary River, and theme 
to Mahaica, Mahaicony, and Berbice, thus affbiding facility to the escape of prisoners from aiiy 
ponal settlement there established. 

That Cumacka Serima is situate at a considerable distance above the junction of the Riveii» 
Mazaroonie and Cyonie with the Essequibo, tlie approach rocky and intricate, and with a 
constantly falling water in the rainy season. It is, moreover, the private property of Messrs. De 
Hiitton and Bradford, containing, as stated by the ionner, about 2,000 acres of land, for 
which they would expect a lair remuneration from Government should it be selected for a penal 
settlement. 

Tiiat in regard to salubrity and the capMcity of the soil to yield provisions, Cumacka Serima is 
imexceptionable, and possesses moreover much valuable timber at a distance of from 2 to 3 milts 
aback from the river. 
/, That having finished his examination of Cumacka Serima, your reporter returned to the 

schooner, and proceeded down the river, examining on the way several sites, "which were quite; 
ineligible for a penal settlement, and arrived at Bartika Point next morning, having encouutered 
on the passage great difficulty in avoiding the numerous rocks therein, owing to the state 
of perfect calm which in that quarter generally reigns in the rainy season throughout the night 

That your reporter, on Monday the lOth instant, proceeded up the Mazaroonie to tlie 
residence of Mr. Ansdale, on a rocky hill, which, on exariiination, was found lial»le to all the 
objections applicable to Cumacka Serima, except the enjoung a great facility of approach at any 
season, but without possessing the privacy of situation, richness of soil, or stand of valuable timber 
of the former. 

That in the course of this day your reporter also examined three other places, on which he 
found but little rock or timber, and no compensating advantages. The first, Kyk-over-all is t(»o 
small to contain even the building of a penal settlement, the other two places were Cart'ibo {uui 
[) Buchannan's. 

That on Tuesday, the 11th instant, your reporter borrowed from Mr. Ansdale a coriiil. in 
which he went some miles further up the Mazaroonie, and also up the Cayonie, but finding no eitc 
therein equal tc Cumacka Serima, and the navigation becoming veiy rocky and intricate, he 
returned to the schooner at Ansdale's in the night. 

That on Wednesday, the 12th instant, your reporter weighed anchor and proceeded down 
the river to the old Indian Post at the mouth of the Mazaroonie Kiver, landing there about 
noon. 

That your reporter, assisted by Mr. Nicholson in the examination of this site, found there an 
almost inexhaustible quantity ot the best quality grey and other granite, and much valuable 
timber. 

That the quarry had been opened before, and could be worked with great facility, and shipped 
from a natural quay formed by a low flat gianite rock having deep water close up to it. 
K That the navigation all the way up from the mouth of the river to this rock is broad, easy of 

ascent, with a depth of water varying from 4 to 6 fathoms at the Post, the tide ebbing and flowing 
regnlarly for some miles above it. On the hill near the old Posthouse there is a considerable 
nutnljcr of stones which appeared to have been quarried many years ago, but concerning whieli 
the only infcrmation your reporter could obtain was that in 1837 Mr. Nicholson and his brother 
had obtained a grant of 100 acr?s of the Post land for a quarry, which grant he still holds, and 
that he had then found the quarry already opened, and these stones wrought. 

That the Wyape, called by the Indians Semerie Creek, situated near the upper line of the 
Post lands, has also some rock in it, and the soil along its sides is capable of producing abundance 
of ground provisions for a large settlement. Here, too, is scattered in the bush about seventy 
pieces of green heart timber squaring about 10 inches, and said to have been cut by the 
Postholder Wahl. They are still tit for use. This land is represented as the property of the late 
O. L. Schultz, bat the title is doubtful. The Caroa Creek is pointed out to your reporter as the 
'^ boundary on the lower side between the Post land and land belonging to Mr. Arriudell, of 
Plantation Zelandia. 

That your reporter respectfully lays over a Cliart, which from Tiger Creek upwards exhibits 
the relative position of the proposed site, by which it appears that it is distant from Bartica Point, 
where the Grove Indian Mission is estiibrished. about 4 miles, the Mazaroonie Kiver intervening 
between them, and at about the same distance from x\nsdale's Hill, which is also on the east bank 
of the Mazaroonie; that there is no Settlement above the post on the same side except those of li 
few scattered Indians. The nearest Settlement on the same side, below the Post, is the Tiger 
Creek, a distance of about 12 miles. 

That your reporter respectfully submits that the seclusion of the Penal Settlement could be 
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fiirtliur Kociired by erecting- a guanl-liouse in front of each extreme boundary of the Settlement, A 
Avith masts phiciul outside in the river at a distance of 200 yards from the land, with an inter- 
vening one about tlie middle of the Settlement, to which masts boards shonld be attached with a 
notice thereon written in larg-e letters, that any one found within these limits without proper 
authority would be liable to a penalty provided by law. A guard-boat should also be constantly 
stationed off each guard-house to prevent unautliorized approach within these limits, or the escape 
of any convict from tlie Settlement. 

That applying your reporter's former calculation respecting Post Seba quarry to one opened 
at the old Indian Tost Mazaroonie, and worked by 100 convicts, the facility of quai'rpng would 
doul>lo the quantity, and realize when in full operation about 50,000 dollars per annum, while, on 
the other hand, a greater proximity and facility of transport would prevent the expenses for 
working the ilazaroonie quarry from exceeding that of Post Seba, the amount estimated for 
transport wan inadvertently set down at one-half the appropriate sum, sa}', 4,000 dollai-s instead 
of 8,0(K) dollars per annum. " 

That comparing the results, it thus appeai-s that a Penal Settlement at Post Seba would 
occasion a loss to the Colony of about 1(),0()() dollars per annum, while, on the other band, it 
appears probable that a Settlement of tlie same extent at the old post, Mazaroonie, would produce 
a net revenue of about 15,000 dollars per annum. 

That on Thursday, tlie 13th instant, your reporter having completed his examination of the 
old Indian Post Mazaroonie, ran down the river to Saxically, which he also examined, but found 
it destitute of every requisite for a Penal Settlement. The expedition remained there for the 
night. 

That on Friday, the 14th instant, the expedition ran down to Arawarie, and exchanged some 
hiraber taken as ballast for the schoouer from Georgetown for timber to answer the same purpose 
01) our return, the timber being moreover required for the gaol of Georgetown. 

That on Saturday your reporter made sail, but encountered a severe squall in the Parika r^ 
Ciiariuol that carried away part of the schooners ligging, he was obliged to come to an anchor to 
repair damages, which occupied the crew until noon ttie next day. 

That your reporter on Sunday, the IHth instant, proceeded on to Georgetown, where he 
arrived the same evening, discharged the boat and crew, and terminated the expedition. 

That your reporter having examined the four rivers Demerary, Essequebo, Mazaroonie, and 
Cayonie, up to th^ falls, deems it expedient respectfully to express his conviction, from the many 
reasons he has had the honour to submit in this his Report, that a site more suitable than the old 
Indian Post Mazaroonie, for the purpose of a Penal Settlement, is not to be found in the Colony ; 
it combines the desiderata of an inexhaustible quantity of stone of an excellent quality, and an 
almost perfect seclusion at only a short distance from the seat of Government* an easy approach, 
and great facility for shipping, an immense quantity of valuable timber easily accessible, 
unquestionable and universally admitted (as far as your reporter could ascertain) salubritv of 
situation, and exemption from swamps, and lastly, although the soil is not generally fertile, there D 
is an ample quantity of good land on the sides of the creek available for raising provisions ; all 
which is most respt'ctfully submitttMl for your Excellency's considemtion by your Excellency's 
Iie})orter. 

(Signed) P. HORAX, Keeper, 

fT.M, Colomal Jail,, Georgctowiu Demerary, 

GforffPtoini^ Deineraru^ Mail \\\ 1^41. 
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jReport of Robert Kin(/, Stfperintfnrfent of Rivers and Creek'% Efntefjniho,, for th\ Quarter endhiq 

Juue 80, 1841. 

To his Excellency Henrv Liij-ht, Ks(i., (Jovenior, in and over British (Tiiiana : 

Hespectfullv sheweth : 

THAT?^, in accordance with your Exeellencv's order, your reporter joined and accompanied 
the British Guiana Boundary Expedition on the 19th April, on which day your reporter left 
Georgeto^vn \^dth the expedition, and sailed for the River Waini, at which place your reporter 
arrived on the afternoon of the 21st, having had a passage of ten days. 

Your reporter disembarked and went ashore, accompanied by Messrs. Glascott, Echlin, and 
R. Schomburgk, taking with us most of the baggage. Mr. Schombm-gk and Mr. Hancock remained -^ 
on board the schooner. 

Api^l 22. — Mr. Schomburgk and Mr. Hancock joined us. 

Your reporter remained on the Shell Bank at vVaini until the 27th, when he started, accom- 
panied by Mr. R. Schomburgk, to the Aruea River, in order to send some water and provisions 
(cassava bread) to Mr. Schomburgk. 

The next day (the 28th) your reporter sent back the corial with water and provisions to th© 
Shell Bank. Y'our reporter and Mr. R. Schomburgk remahied at Aruca. 

April 29. — Several Indians came to see your reporter, who informed them on what business 
Mr. Schomburgk had ccmie amongst them, 
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April 30. — Sent off some water, provisions, &c., to Mr. Scliomburgk at tlio Shell Bank. 

This clay several Indi-uis came from Amacura, and complained of the treatment of the 
Spaniards towards them. Your reporter advised them most strongly to remove into the ANaini 
or other parts where there could be no doubt as to the houndary, and that they should have 
every protection. < 

Mai/ 1. — Mr. Schcunburgk and party amved this day about (> o'clock in the afternoon. 

All the party remained here (Captain Williams* place) until the 10th May, Avheu your 
reporter accompanied them to the Barima Mouth, where we arrived on the 11th. 

J/rt?/ 12. — Your reporter accompanied Mr. Schomburgk and party to the entrance of the 
Barima and Amacura Rivers, where Mr. Schomburgk planted boundary-posts: the one at Barima 
in token of Her ilajesty's right of possession, and the one at Amacura as claimed by Her ilajcsty 
as the boundary of Britisli Guiana. Remained witli the expedition at Barima Mouth until the 
20th, during Avhich period your rep(n*ter unfortunately got blown up through the careltiwness uf 
B an Indian by the explosion of a cannon. 

u}fai/ 20. — Started for the Aruca River, where we arrived on the 21st at Captain Williams 
place. During the period we were at Barima we never siiw any person from the Venezuela 
Government. On the 27th Messrs, Schomburgk and Echlin })roceeded to the Amacm*a through 
the Arnica. Your reporter was unable to accompany them on account of inflammation of his 
eyes, and Messrs. Glascott, Hancock, and R. Schomburgk were also unable from sickaesK. 
Remained at Captain Williams' place until th(* 10th .June, Avaiting the return of Mr. Scliomburgk, 
who arrived on this day. Captain Cabborally also arrived this day, and inf(n*med your reporter of 
a murder having been committed by one of Captain Williams' people, named Mycarrowari, ou an 
Indian named Wyhahie, and which murder Captain Williams wished to keep ' secret from your 
reporter, and, had it not been for Captain (]!abborally, this murder would perhaps have irever been 
told to your reporter. . . 

2faj/ 12. — Y^our reporter, although this mm*der was connnitted beyond what he always 

^ considered to be the limits of Britisli Guiana, but within the assumed limits of Her Majesty's 

(Jomtnissioner of Survey for British Guiana, felt it his duty to have the body exhumed, and 

accordingly held an inquest thereon, the Minutes ot Avhich inquc^st your reporter handed to his 

Honour the High Sheriff on the 9th July, when your reporter arrived in Georgetown. 

Your reporter had no complaint from any of the Indians during the period of his stay in the 
Anica, although visited by several residing in British Guiana. 

Ma}/ 13. — Proceeded up the Barima with Mr. Schomburgk and party, and on the 15th anived 
at Honoboe. Your reporter had no complaints from any of the Indians here. 

Mffy 14. — Anived at Warina,* the residence of Captahi Clementi. Had no complaints here. 

J/«// 19. — Arrived at Manari Creek, in the Barima, at Captain Belthoro's place, an Accaway 
(Japtain. Here your reporter remained until the 22nd, when your reporter left Mr. Schomburgk 
in order to return to Georgetown, and to convey ^Ir. Schomburgk's corials to the Essequibo 
-p. River, to meet him in the Cayunie. Your reporter was accompanied by Mr. R. Schomburgk and 
Mr. Hancock, who were unable to waik through the interior on account of sore feet. Arrived in 
the afternoon of same <lay at Captain dementi's, where your reporter had a complaint from an 
Indian named Balantine r. Simonsie for taking away his corial and not returning it. Defendant 
said he did take away the corial, but it got adrift and was lost, but that he was ready to givi; 
another in its place. Agreed to, and accordingly siiw the corial handed over. Had no other 
complaint. 

3fat/ 23. — Started from Captain dementi's, and reached the Sabina Oeek, where we slept in 
the bush, 

Mai/ 24. — Proceeded on, and reached the Wahii about 5 o'clock in the afternoon. Slept in 
the bush. 

Mai/ 25. — Reached the Assacotta Creek, and slept in Captain Cabborally's logie. Had a 

complaint from an AiTawack woman named Jane v. John, a WaiTOw, for striking her, and giving 

J] two blows with a hammock. Defendant confessed that he did strike her Avitli the hainiiiock 

because she was an old woman, and wanted to have his young son, which he did not approve of. 

Fined him 2 dollars for the assault, and handed it to Jane. 

j\fay 26. — Remained in the creek, and was visited by an inmiense number of Indians. Had no 
complaints. 

Mai/ 27. — Proceeded to the Morocco Creek. Amved at the Mission about 5 in the 
afternoon. Remained here for two days. This Mission is improving. The Indians are extremely 
anxious for a chapel to be erected, so much so that they are "willing to cut all the wood for the 
chapel without pay, provided they are fed during the period they are at work. 

Your reporter called them all up before him, thinking, perhaps, that their clergyman had 
prevailed on them to work for him without pay, and that they were afraid to refuse him. 
However, your reporter was glad to find that they themselves were so anxious about having a 
church that they inlbrmed your reporter that they did not Avant pay for their work towardF 
F erecting a church, provided they were fed. Your reporter informed them that he would report 
same to your Excellency. 

May 30. — Left the ilission, and arrived at the Post in Pomeroon at 5 o'clock in tlie afternoon, 
where your reporter slept. 

The Post-house is in miserable^ condition. The Postholder, as per report, has cut a 
considerable quantity of wood for sale, but there appeai-s tt> be no demand for it, and until la* can 
effect a sale he cannot repair the liouse. The Postholder fell through the gallery, and was much 
hurt. He is also suffering much from sore eyes. There were no (•()mi)laints at the Post for vonr 

* A little below tlic site of the modern Mount Terminus^ opposite Mount E^erard. 
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rcportea'. Xcxt day your reporter proceeded to plantation Caledonia, where your reporter had a A 
complaint from the overseer of plantation Dunbarton Castle c. a woman named Bunting for 
ateaiing a bunch of plantains. 

Defendant confessed that the overseer caught her cutting the plantains. 

Fined her 7 dollars to go towards tht* ways and means of the Colony. 

Your reporter had no otlier complaints, although he visited all the settlements iji 
Pomenxm. 

Arrived at Sophienlmrgh on the IGth July, where your reporter bought stores to send to 
ilr. Schocnburgk up the Cayonmy River, and on the 7th parted with Mr. R. Schomburgk and 
Mr. Hancock, both of whom proceeded up the Essequibo, and your reporter proceeded to 
Georgetown, Your reporter was unable to visit Essequibo during this quarter, having been 
detained so long in the Pomeroon district. Your reporter will proceed to Essequibo immediately. 

Your reporter herewith annexes the Postholder of Pomeroon's Return both for this quarter 
and for last quarter. There has been no report sent from the late Postholder of Essequibo, and -^ 
Mr. Fallant, Postholder of Fort Island, has not as yet sent in his report for the quarter relative to 
the lazaretto in Pomeroon. 

Mr. Dupre, who was appointed sonu^ time ago to this establishment as medical attendant, 
visited it shortly after his appointment and then left the river, and never has returned since, being 
about seven or eight weeks absent, and, as your reporter is informed, does not intend to return to 
the Pomeroon. 

Your reporter is eitremely soiry to state that there are several cases of small-pox amongst 
the Indians m the Tapeciuna Creek, and also in the Waini River. 

Your reporter forgot to mention that there was a leper sent to the lazaretto when your 
reporter was in the interior, which leper died in three or four days after his arrival. There are 
but four lepei*s at (he lazaretto at present. 

Dr. Culleu, who has got the practice of Dunbarton Castle, and, as I underetand, of plantati<?n p 
Caledonia also, would gladly acLei)t of the lazaretto if Mr. Dupi-e does not intend to return to the 
River Pomeroon. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

Superintendent, Rivers and Creeks, Essequibo, 

J nil/ 23, 1841. 
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ffeport of \V. C. McClinfocl\ Pontholder, Pomeroon^ for *he Quarter endlntj June 1841. 
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YOUR reporter was laid up the greater part of tlie first month of thisuuarter, in consequence 
4)f a fall he received through the floor of tlie gallei-y of the Post dwelling-house. The back 
galleiy has since fallen down, and the front is so much decayed as to cause danger to those who 
are obliged to walk on it. 

Your reporter, according to instructions received, did, on the 1st May, employ ten Indians to 
<ut mateiials for the repairs of the Post. 

The gang completed their engagement on the 30th June, having cut as many Tacooba posts, 
12 feet, as paid off all their expenses, leaving a balance of 400, equal to 400 guilders, if sold in the 
river, for the repaira of the Post. 

Your reporter, finding it impossible to dispose of the materials in the river for cash, has ^ 
offered the whole of the posts to Mr. Joseph Whitehead, manager of plantation Bell-Plaine, 
Wakenaam, at 1 guilder each, if sent for. which your reporter thinks will be accepted. 

Your reporter regrets so many months have elapsed \vithout being able to get anything done 
to the Post ; and still further regrets that no repairs can take place until the materials already cut 
are disposed of, and cash received for same. 

Your reporter begs leave to state that on the 21st June the sloop ** John Bull" Captain 
B. Blydou commander, eleven days from Barbados, arrived in the river, having on board twenty- 
one emigi'ants. 



To Robert King, Esq., 

Superintendent, Rivers and (.'reeks, County of Essequibo. 



F 
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No. 811. 

Report of Robert Khiff^ f^nperintendejit of Rivers and Creeks, County of Esseqnibo^ for the Quarter 

ending September 30, 1841. 

To his Excellency Henry Light, Esq.. Governor and Comnmnder-in-chief in and over British 
Guiana : 

^ YOUR reporter vii;«ited the district of Pomeroon on the Ist July, and on arriving at the Pofet 

was sorry to find that the Postholder, Mr. MoClintock, was labouring under severe inflammation 
of the eyes and cold, which yoiu* reporter attributes in a great measure to the wretched state of 
the Post-house and Post. 

The back gallery has fallen down, and the Postholder fell through the front gallery and hurt 
himself a good deal. 

The koker has been washed away ; in consequence thereof the whole place is under water 
every tide, and by reason of which the sills of the hi>use are quite rotten. 

The Post has becon)o so infested vdih mosquitoes from the tide washing over the land that 
it is not hardly possible for any person to reside there, and the Indians will not, almost on aiiv 
terms, call there. 

The Postholder asked your reporter's permission, on account of his wife's and his own healtli. 
to reside higher up the river until he could get some repairs done to the house and koker, which 
B your rej)oii:er would allow him to do. if it should meet with ycmr Excellency's approbation, and on 
condition that he (the Postholder) should visit the Post frequently. 

Your reporter had no complaints from the Postholder, nor were there any at the Post. 

Your reporter proceeded fnan thence to plantation Caledonia and Dunbarton Castle; had ii<» 
complaints, and afterwards proceeded up the river to Mr. Pickersgill's, where your reporter had 
no complaints either, nor were there any further up the river. From thence yoiu* reporter 
jnoreeded through the Tapecuma Creek and Lake to the P^sscquibo (;oast, and from thence to 
(ieorgetown, where yom- reporter aiiived on the 8th July. 

Yoiu' reporter was taken very ill on the 10th July with a severe atta(^k of dry belly-aclR', 
which confined him to the house for upwards of three weeks. 

On the 13th July your reporter received your Excellency's Minute on the Report of the 
Inspector-General relative to Indian slavery. 

In consequence thereof, your reporter, on the 19th July, wrote to each of the Postlioldei"s 
^ imder him on the subject ; at the same time inclosed to each a copy (»f your Excellency's Minute 
for their special guidance and information. 

The small-pox has been, and is still, prevalent in the interior; m:»ri' prevalent in the 
Hymaracabra (-reek, Barima Iiiver, and Morocco Creek. 

Ih's. Dupre and CuUen have been exceedingly kind and attentive to the Indians, aiul 
inoculated a great many, but unfortunately had not vaccine matter enough for all. 

The Postholder writes your reporter on the IGth August relative to a case of small-pox 
rei)ovted to him by the Kev. John Callen, R.C.P. (Morocco Mission), informing him (tlie Post- 
holder) of the death of one of the Spanish Indians from the Oronoko, who was left in the 
Morocc(» by one of his companions, while affected with small-pox, on or abcmt the l/)th Ju\v. 
The Kev. John Cullen's statement (the Postholder informs your reporter) is as follows : — 

''Jean, an Indian behmging to the Oronoko, died on Monday afteiiioon, having small-pox. 
-pv He was left here, without having a friend or person to care for him, by Andres Hermandez, one of 
the Oronoko traders. After his death I could get no one to go near his body, and so much time 
was lost yesterday in making a coffin, that the intemient was deferred till 5 o'clock this morning, 
when ilessrs. Hamilton and Ayers, the Spanish priest, and I were going to put the body in the 
coffiii (as the people would only consent to dig the gi'ave and carry the coffin to the place, po 
gieat was their terror), but found that decomposition had so far taken place as to render it 
iujpracticable ; accordingly, we got temper lime, and sprinkled the body and burned it." 

Your reporter thinks this a strange proceeding, more particularly as the Rev. Mr. Cullen had 
temper lime. 

As for the Oronoko traders, your reporter respectfully would suggesi; that a Custom-hoiiHc 
officer or aid waiter ought to be sent down to this district, as these traders bring many articles 
into the country which are liable to pay duty, but which they dispose of readily in the Pomeroon 
and Essequibo coast. If such an officer was appointed down there, snch an occurrence as these 
J] traders leaving any of their crew behind could not happen, as they would be obliged to give 
security to take back their crew, and observe all the colonial laws, as merchant- vessels are 
compelled to do in Georgetown. 

Your Excellencj'' may be of opinion that the Postholder can stop them, but this he cannot 
always do from the situation of the present Post, as these traders can proceed outside of the coast 
after coming down the Morocco, which they often do, more particularly in fine weather. If the 
Post-house was removed to the mouth of the Morocco River, then the Postholder, or whoever 
was appomted aid waiter, could not only stop them, but could command every other boat that 
came from the Waini, Barima, or Oronoko River through the interior. 

Your Excellency will perceive by the Postholder s Return that the sloop "John Kull,*' 
W. R. Rlyden master, put into the River Pomeroon on the 17th July, having on board twenty- 
(Mght emigrants from Barbados, for a supply of water. 

This vessel certainly may liave been obliged to put in there for a supply of water, but your 
V repoiter, from the constant reports he heai*s of smuggling being carried on in Pomeroon, cannot 
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avoid thinking that it is for different pnrposefl than for a supply of water; tbat not only this \ 
vetsel put in, but also scmo other craft of a similar sort occasionally put in for water too. 

Your Excellency will also perceive by the Postholder s Return that the Caribeesi Indians 
from up the Pomeroon River are extremely anxious to have a teacher sent amongst them, and 
that if allowance of fish, &c., were given them that they would erect a school-house and residence 
for the master, 

At the Morocco Mission the Indians are busily engaged cutting timber for the erection of 
their chap<3l, but have not as yet commenced to put up the building. 

The Postholder had emphiyed some Indians to cut wood to repair the Post-house. They had 
cut for liim about 4S0 posts, from the sale of which he expected to be enabled to do some repairs 
to the house, but unfortunately he sold them to a bankrupt (B. Bunbury), and has lost the value 
of them, so that the Post-house must remain for some time longer in the same wretched state. 

Your reporter begs leave to state that there are no new settlers on any of the Crown lands in 
this district of the Colony. B 

Your reporter having recovered from sickness, proceeded up the Essequibo River. 

On the 18th August he left town, and arrived at Wakenaam, at plantation Maria Johanna, 
where he slept. 

August 19. — Started with the washing tide from Mrs. Billstein's at Itacha, where your 
reporter stoppt d, having brought his family with him. 

On the 2l8t your reporter proceeded up the Massaroonie River, and visited the different 
Bettlements th( rein ; also visited the penal settlement, and slept at Mr. Ansdell's. 

Your reporter had no complaints, nor are there any new settlers on the Crown lands. Your 
reporter alsc* gave aoti(!c that he was going to remain in the river for one month at Mrs. Billstein's, 
hhould any of the people up the river have any complaints. 

Avgiid 22. — ^ext day your reporter proceeded to the missionary station* Your reporter had 
no complaints. In the aiternoon an*ived at Post Ampa, and was glad to find that the new house . ^ 
was almost finished. Had no complaints from the Postholder, and after a short stay, proceeded ^ 
to Mrs. Billstein's, to my family. 

Auf/uH 2'6. — Next day called again at the Post, and from thence crossed over the river to 
Mr. Chiik's wood-cutting establishment, where your reporter had no complaints either. 

Four vessels have been loaded with timber from this establishment for the home market, and 
during the period that each of these vessels were up the river, your reporter is happy to be able 
to state that no one of their men suffered from sickness. 

From Mr. Clarke's your reporter proceeded to Mii«s MoUer's. Had no complaints here either, 
and from thence, in the afternoon, returned to Mrs. Billstein's. 

Your reporter then remained for a few days home, and on the 30th sent for the Postholder, 
Mr. Baird. 

Septfnnhtr 1. — Accompanied by the Postholder, your reporter proceeded down the river on the 
western eide, in order to introduce the Postholder to the different residents, as also to make him i\ 
acqiiaintc'd with the names and situations of the different places in the river. 

On ihe same night, at 9 o'clock, aiTived at plantation Endeavour, Hog Island, and slept 
there. 

Next day went as far as Wakenaam to purchcuse plantains, &c., for my family and for my 
hoat hands, and in the afternoon proceeded up the river again, and arrived at Mrs. Billstein's at 
7 o'clock in the evening. 

Remained home till the 10th, when your repoi-ter proceeded up Groote Creek as far as the 
Indian settlements. 

The Indians had no complaints. In the afternoon returned home to Mr& Billstein's. 

Sfptewber 11. — Visited Saxically, the residence of George MoUer, who was not at home, but 
liifi people had no complaints. 

Your reporter begs leave to state that Hnring the period he was residing up the river 
he had no complaints, although all parties in the river Knew your reporter was residing at j^ 
Mrs. Billstein's. 

Anived in Georgetown on the 16th August, when your reporter was again taken very ill, and 
was confined for ten days to the house, and after his recovery was again obliged to proceed up 
the river with the census blank Returns, to deliver them before the 15th October. 

All which will appear in next quarter's Report. 

There are no new settlers on any of the CYown lands, or, indeed, on any of the private lands 
up these rivers. 

The Dutch Reform church is in a most wretched state : there is hardly any roof on it, and 
several window-shutters, &c.y aie ofi their hinges ; the roof is so bad that in rainy weather the 
congregation cannot attend. 

Your reporter has hereunto annexed the Postholder's Return for the quarter, and the Return 
of Mr. Baird, Postholder, Ampa, for last quarter, as also a note why he did not send in thi« 
quarter's Rtport. As sot n as your reporter receives Mr. Baird's Report he will send it in. F 

All which your reporter humbly submits. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

JSvperintendentf Rivers and Creeks^ Esieqwibo. 

September 20, 1841. 
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No. 812. 
Missionary Brett to Archdeacon Attstin. 

Venerable Sir, Pompiaczo, Rioer Pjineroon^ Dp.ceniber 4, 1841. 

^ I HASTEN to comply, as far as I am able, with your request, trusting that the follo\mg 

account of the state of tne Pomeroon may prove satisfactory to you : — 

On my an'ival here in June 1840 I found the chapel wanting a roof, and everything* about it 
in a deplorable condition, the house intended for my residence not erected, so that I was obliged 
to take up my abode in an abandoned negro house. The congregation on Sundays often not 
exceeding five or six. In this state things continued for three months,. every effort to induce the 
Indians to attend for the purpose of receiving instruction seemed inelFectual, and all solicitations 
were met with indifference or ridicule. At length, having succeeded in inducing an Arrowaak 
captain to set the example, and use his influence with his tribe, accompanying me to the various 
settlements, they began to attend divine worahip and leave their children with me for instructioii, 
leaving it to me, however, to find food for them for the first two or three mouths. About the end 
of last year there were altogether about forty who attended on Sundays, and the number 
T> continued to increase, though slowly, until the month of April, at which time our late lamented 
Rector baptized the first fruits of the Gospel among the Arrowaaki? of this river. The impression 
made on the rest by witnessing the impressive manner in which this sacrament was administered 
was very great. Since that time more of them have been admitted into the Church, and we have 
every reason to be satisfied with their conduct. There are but few Arrowaaks in the Pomeroon, 
Arapiaco, or Tapacooma but are regular or occasional attendants at divine woi'ship. 

Having made two visits to the country of the Carabisce, after the second many came down 
the river weekly on Sundays, and the little chapel was quite filled in the month of August last- 
In looking back on the state of things in the preceding year, I had abundant cause for gratitude 
to Him whose power over the hearts of men I had there seen manifested. The small-pox having 
lately broken out among them but few have attended lately. And here I beg to state that I find 
it impossible to do much good with them, as their language is entirely different fi'om the Arro- 
waak, and few are masters of the English sufficiently to enable them to understand what is said 
C to them. They should have a teacher located among them, as is their own earnest wish, and 1 
perfectly agree with Mr. McClintock in his selection of a situation for a Mission settlement. I 
have lately made a tour through their country and found them unanimous in their wish to be 
taught the Christian religion, and many lamented their want of corials, which, together with the 
great distance, being a day's paddle from many oi their places, prevented their attendance at 
Pompiaco, I think it may be said of them '* that they are white already to harvest.'' 

The situation proposed would enable the inhabitants of the Issororo to walk to the station, 
and it would be but a few houra' paddle from the settlement in the upper and lower branches of 
the Pomeroon, and but one hour from Mr. D. Campbells, the last white settlement. Iji the Issororo 
I reckoned 112 inhabitants. It is the most central spot in their country. 

Pompiaco Chapel is admirably located for a central spot communicating with both the upper 
and lower parts of the Pomeroon and the Arapiaco and Tapacooma Creeks, so that the Anowaak 
from the la!ke and the Carib from the Issororo manage to attend it (although the distance is great 
D for them to padddle their wives and children, with a great proportion of their little prop<?rty; 
and the excessive indolence of the Indian prompts him to consult his ease as much as possible). 
The situation is, however, very swamp}^, and no Indian can be induced to live here. I 
have suffered greatly since November last from fever, and my health is at present far from 
good. 

The number of scholars at present attending the day school is thirty- four, nearly the whole 
being Indian children, who reside with me, sleeping in the old houses on the place, and regularly 
supplied with food by their parents. They are very docile and fond of learning, although not 
capable of understanding much of what they learn, owing to their ignorance of the language. 
There are also ten or fifteen adults who are learning to read, and seem to take much pleasure 
in it. 

Mr. Duke in his various visits baptized and mamed twenty-four persons, and more than twice 
that number of children, all of the former being of the Arrowaak tribe. 
^ I am unable to afford you any information with regard to the eligibility of the Marawareen 

for a station, as I have never been able to vi^it the Morocco. I would beg, however, to call your 
notice to the state of the negroes at Caledonia and the adjoining estates, who have been now for 
many months without a teacher, and are certainly in a sad state. I am unable, owing to my 
peculiar situation with respect to the Indians, to visit them. 

It would, I think, be highly expedient if you could make it convenient to visit the Pomeroon 
in person and arrange the state of the Church therein. Your better judgment would enable yon 
to decide on the necessary steps to be taken in its present state far better than any report of 
mine could. The Indians remember and often speak of your former visit. The Roman Catholic 
clergyman in the Morocco is very actively employed ; he often visits the Pomeroon. 

The salary I received until the month of May last was 100/. from the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel. Mr. Duke, on his visit, said he would try and get the 1,250 guildei-s from 
p the Colony for me, which, after some trouble, he succeeding in procuring. The troolied house 
was finished in February, and I am now residing in it, and should be very comfortable provided I 
was Iree from fever. 

Mr. Duke made arrangements with a carpenter for the repairs of the chapel many months 
ago wliich have never been earned into effect. Meanwhile, the chapel is in a sad state, the door 
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brokett off, and the window shutters fallen down in many places, the fljor decayed and breaking A 
away, and the whole building in a discreditable condition. It was proposed to have enlarged it 
by throwing out a porct and chancel, and to have beautified it by the erection of a sm ill tower, 
it would thus have been, a picturesque object from the river, at the same time that it afforded 
enlarged accominodation to its frequenters. 

I am unable, to give an accurate. account of the number of Indians in the Pomeroon and its 
tiibutaries, but should estimate them at 400 or 500. Mr. McCliritock, the Postholder, has taken 
a census, and could afford correct information on their point, but is not at present in the river. I 
fear I am not able to prepare such a map as you would require, but will endeavour to comply with 
your request as far as my knowledge extends. 

I beg to offer my humble congratulations on your safe arrival in the Colony, and trust that 
yourself and family are well. I acknowledge with respect and gratitude your former kindness, 
as well as the very kind notice you have been pleased to take of my humble service, which, I 
tear, have been greatly overrated. In Mr. Duke both the Church has lost a faithful servant and B 
myself a kind and fatherly adviser and friend. He is much lamented by tlie Indians. 

Praying that God may give you " to see *' our Zion in f' prosperity all your life long," I 
remain, &c. . . • , • - 

(Signed) W. H. BRETT, 



No. 813. 

Imiructiom for the Officer Commanding the Detaehnent of Troops at Pirarcu 

December 11, 1841. ^ 
THE object of taking possession of Pirara is for the protection of the Indians, to assert the ^ 
right of Great Britain to that portion of territory now occupied by the Brazilians, and to afford 
facilities for the establishment of a frontier settlement of British subjects. 

2. The officer in command of the detachment for this service must be aware that at the 
distance he will find himself far frona immediate support ; his first duty will be to preserve such 
discipline amongst his men as shall secure prompt obedience to his commands, which must all 
tend to prevent any collision with the aborigines or with the Brazilians on the frontier. 

3. Having the Indian tribe cordially friendly, he will be able to resist any force which the 
BraziHans, either with or without the authority of the Brazilian Government, might be able, if 
hostilely disposed, to bring against him. 

4. Therefore he must seek every mode of conciliation, and strive to acquire the friendship 
and confidence of the Indians which, being obtained, he will more readily be able to settle any 
dispute, if any unfortunately should arise, between the soldiers and the Indians. tj 

5. It is well known that an injury to an Indian is never forgiven, and though fear may keep 
him from revenging himself on the spot, yet he will seek the first occasion of doing ho. 

6. By cultivating the good-will of the Indians, the comfort of the detachment will most 
probably be much increased for supplies of fresh provisions and vegetables, of which they may at 
firat stand in need, 

7. To the Officer Commanding the detachment, the personal friendship of tho Indians will 
offer another advantage, that desertion will be rendered difficult, if any disposition to desert should 
uufortunately show itself. 

8. In the plains of Pirara are large herds of wild cattle, claimed by the Brazilian Government ; 
that claim remains to be adjusted between the two Governments ; it is not, however, reasonable that 
with such means at hand the troops should be without fresh meat. The Officer Commanding the 
detachment will ascertain the value of each head of cattle, will have an account kept of what he 
luav kill, and make the necessary arrangement with the Commissary for payment, if adjudged due E 
to the Brazilian Government. 

y. It is well known that the Indians will endeavour to obtain rum from every possible 
quarter ; the effects of this liquor on the Indians amounts to madness ; especial care must be taken 
that the soldiers be prevented from giving or bartering their allowance of rum to the Indians ; 
it is impossible to foresee the consequences to the harmony of the settlement if the Indians are 
enabled to obtain rum. 

li). The soldiers should be induced to plant yams, sweet potatoes, cassava, and other esculents, 
which, although requiring time for their growth, yet this, once perfected, the detachment will be 
independent of the Indians. 

11. It will be necessary to dig pits of 12 or 14 feet deep to secure a supply of fresh water 
during drought, which occasionally occurs. 

12. The detachment should be located on the east of the brook before it enters into Lake 
Amuco, by which the Indian village will be protected without being too near to the detachment, ^ 
who must be strictly kept from entering the Indian habitations; defences should be thrown up 
round the spot occupied by the detachment 

13. On arriving at Pirara, the Officer Commanding the detachment of British troops will quietly 
and civilly represent to the BraziHan authorities the necessity for retiring beyond the frontier, but 
at the same time allow^ of no delay ; he may yield on all points connected with the honourable re- 
treat ot'any Brazilians quartered at Pirara, and respect every privilege claimed in connection with the 
national feelings of the Brazilians. He will commimicate with the Commandant of Fort St. Joachim, 
and state that, agreeably to the instructions of Her Britannic Majesty's Government, the Governor 
of British Guiana has directed the occupation of Pirara, and that as on the one hand the Officer 
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A Commanding the detadimenls of Briiifh troops i» disposed to confine himself strictly to a 
peaceable ucciipation of the district of Piiara, yet, on the other hand, any attempt to interfere 
with the settlement will he met by the most deteimined resistance, tlurefore it will be for the 
interest of the Brazilian authorities to leave the arrangement of the question to the respective 
(xovernments. 

14. The OflScer Commanding the detachment will keep a separate journal of all occr.rrenceR 
of a civil nature either with the Brazilians or the Indians; he will make a minute of the point in 
question of his decisions, of the evidence brought forM ard to cause those decisions, of the reniou- 
strances or reclamations to those decisions, and of any circumstances attending the interior econoinY 
of the settlement at Pirara. A copy of this journal, with a copy of all events of a military nature-, 
omployments, movements, orders, must be transmitted periodically to the Governor, written in Ji 
clear legible hand, and, according to the usual official mode, in lines not less than three-quarters of 
an inch asunder. 
1^ 15. He will endeavour to ascertain what oommercial intercourse can be cairied on with the 

interior of the Brazils by the Rio Negro, Branco, and Madura, and what returns will be offered in 
exchange for British merchandize. 

1<). In case of desertion and pursuit of deserters by Indians, they should be strictly enjoined 
not to inflict wound or injury, but secure the deserter in the least violent way. 

17. Concluding general observations for tiie guidance of the Officer Commanding the 
detachment. 

Much credit will naturally follow to the Commanding Officer from his successful mode of 
(tarrying on the duty which he has to peiform ; whatever can tend to the civilization of the 
Indians, to the augmentation of the settlement and the increase of respect towards the BritiRh 
name cannot fail to obtain for him the approbation of Her Majesty's Government. 

It may probably be the deter uiination ot the Church Missionary Youde, who formerly had 
p established himself at Pirara (and was driven from thence by the Brazilians to fix the seat of his 
Mission at Warapouta), to again return under the protection of the British troops to Pirarn. In 
that Ciise there is scarcely any necessity lor reconjiueuding the most cordial union with thai 
missionaiy whose local knowledge and experience cannot fail to facilitate the object of the 
detachment's advance to Pirara. In nil matters connected with the Indians, advantage should 
be taken of Mr. Youde's counsel and th*? greatest respect shown to him personally. 

From intormation received from the Chevalier 8chomburgk, it appears that St. Joaquim, a 
fort on the Rio Branco, is a regular fortification, but without ditch or glaces, the walls about 
12 feet high, and its weakest vioint is towards the savannah. 

Though the climate is decidedly healthy, and a strong breeze tempers the heat from sm- 
rise to sun-pet, yet intermittent fevers and dysciuteries must be guarded against, the supply d 
medicines must be for these diseases ] particularly. 

The frcmtier of Pirara, claimed by Great Britain, extends as far as the confluence of th« 
^) Xarumma with the Tacootoo. 

The Rio Branco enters the Rio Negro as this latter does the Amazon. By ascending the Rio 
Negro some miles a natural canal is reached, called the Cassequiara, leading to the Orinoco ; on all 
these are li^^ng subjects of Brazil and Venezuela, who are consumers ot British manufactures, 
and they will naturally take them whence they can be most speedily and cheaply procured. 

Though the dangerous rapids of the Essequibo extend over a course of 2b() miles froui the fir>?t 
to last, yet not more than 10 miles may considered their extent if connected, it may be well to 
consitlcr of the means of forming a road at each portion of these rapids by which the canoes m;i y 
be dragged over land, they being first unloaded and placed on rollers, which the neighbouring 
forests will readily supply. 

Amongst the Chiefs of most influence amongst the Indians the man named Pasco holds, 
according to Mr. Schomburgk, the first, rank, and may be trusted. 

There is another Chief of mixed blood, who also has influence, named Avaristo, but his 
E Brazilian origin renders his fidelity doubtful. 

500 to 700 Indians may be assembled in the space of three or four days, one in ten of whom 
will have fire-arms, the rest have only Indian anus, clubs, bows, and arrows, which are 
poisoned. 

With these instructions, the Officer Commanding the detachment will reneive a map of Pirara 
and its environs for 20 miles round, and a map ot the little fort San Joaquim, made by the 
Chevalier Schomburgk. 
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Annex to No. 813. 
Governor Light to Brazilian Commander at Pirara. 



British Guiana, Government House, Demerara, 
Sir, Dei'ember 18, 1841. 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Her Britannic Majesty's Government have directed the 
military occupation of Pirara, and that Her Majesty's troops will shortly proceed thither 
accor(^ingly. 

There can be no doubt that this determination has been duly notified to the Brazilian Minister in 
London, and the requisite comnmnication on the subject, if not already made known to you by your 
Government, will be tiansniitted to you in due course. 

My orders and those of the British troops being peremptory, I can entertain no doubt of you at 
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(nice withdrawing with all your [)eoi»le from Pimm, and awaiting the issue of any negotiations which it A 
may ])lease the Supreme Cu>vennnent.s of our respective countries to enter into. 

I beg that you will clearly and distinctly understand that your withdrawal, although perniitt^ed 
with all the honour and courtesy to a friendly Power, must on no account whatever l>e delayed or 
postponed. 

It will give me the most sincere gmtifictition to learn that all violence on this occasion has been 
avoided, and I trust that a British Settlement at Pirara may be the means of extending the amicable 
int^jrcourse and commercial relations of tlie Brazils and Great Britain. » 

I l)eg you will accept the assurance and the high respect and consideration with which I have the 
iionour to subscribe myself. 

(Signed) H. LIGHT, Governor of Bntish Chiiaiui, 

To the Officer Commanding the 

Brazilian Troops, Pirara. 



No. 814. 
St'pL'riiiteiuh'iit Kiinj to Goucrnnieut Scrretary, 



Xo. 815 
LieiUffutnt Binghjarti to Governor Llijht. 



B 



Sir, Ged'yetoiniy February 1, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that 
iluring tlie last quarter of the past year I was imable to proceed througli my district as Superintendent 
of Rivers and Creeks, County of EssequilM), being confined to the house by severe mdisposition, as will 
api)ear by the medical certificaU^ hereunto annexed. 

In the lieginning of the ([uarter I proceeded up the Massaro<3ny and Cayuni Rivers with the 
Census Ret\ims, and t-ook them up on the 15tli October, although then labouring under severe fever, 
and from that day was compelled to return home, where I was confined for the rest of the quarter. C 

The Postholdei-s of Essetiuilw) have not as yet sent in their last quarter's Returns. T understand 
that lH)th Mr. Baird and Falant have Uvn verv ill also. 

The Postholder of Pofneroon is gone to Pirara with the expedition, of which I was ignorant 
until my arrival at the Post Pomeroon a few days ago. 

Trusting that tlie above statement will l)e a sufficient reason for not proceeding through my 
di.strict hist quarter, I have, i^c. 

(Signed) ROBERT KING, 

SitpcHntvmlent of Rivers and Creeks, Essefjuibo. 



Inclosure in No. 814. 

Certiju'ate. D 

I HKREBY certify that Superintendent of Rivers and Oeeks, Robert King, Esq., was under my 
care from the 18tli October, 1841, to the end of the year with severe indisposition, which was caused 
l>y his previously ])roceeding on \\\^ duties, in op])osition to my advice, in a very weak and delicate state 
nf health. 

(Signed) CHARLES C. CLIFTON. 

Felrruary 2, 1842. 



Sir, Pirain, February 17, 1842. E 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that the detachment under my command arrived on the 
14th lUtinio at Pirara, which I found had been vacated some time by the Brazilian authorities, 
who had left only one black soldier in the place. 

I here met the Chevalier Schomburgk, who was awaiting a reply to letters of your Excel- 
lency's which he had forwarded to the Commandant of Fort San Joaquim. 

On the night of the 15th the sentry posted on the road to the tort challenged two persons 
mounted. On pi-oceeding to the spot 1 discovered that they were messengers from Fort San 
Joaquim, bearing a letter from its Commandant to your Excellency; under the impression that 
this was in answer to the letters sent by Mr. Schomburgk. I took the liberty of opening it, but 
finding it was dated January 1 directly resealed it, and have the honour to inclose it to your 
Excellency, together with a copy of a lettiir (written, as your Excellency will find, in perfect 
accordance vnth the purport of your instructions) wliich I sent to the Commandant of Fort San 
Joaquim instead of the one your Excellency intrusted me with, as 1 found tlie lettei-s forwarded -^ 
by Mr. Schomburgk completely supei-seded all necessity for sending it. 

For the present; until I can form sonu; defensive works on the site pointed out bv your 
Excellency, I occupy a large house to the south-west of the village, and commanding the road to 
Fort San Joaquim. 

The village itself is almost deserted. The church is not injured, and does not appear to have 
biMMi occupied lately. 

As pre\4ou8 to my arrival Mr. Schomburgk had engaged all the Indians in the vicinity of 
Pirara to caiTy his baggage, and as Mr. McCHntock, who has the management of the Indians who 
paddled the boats of the expedition, informed me that no remuneration woidd induce tliem to 
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A assist in removing the stores to Pirara, as they were quite exhausted from paddling, 1 have 
experienced the greatest difficulty and trouble in procuring the removal of even a few necessaries, 
and had it not been for the kindness of Mr. Schomburgk, who lent me some of his men, I should 
not have succeeded. 

The objection of the Indians to labom* has not, I regret to add, been at all combatted bv 
Inspector-General Crichton, who has been during the whole of the jomiiey of not the slightest 
assistance to me. I have to add that at this time, though I cannot procure the labour of the 
paddlers yet, that Mr. Chrichton can, without reference to me, emj)loy them on his own affairs in 
going with some of the boats up to river. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. H. BINGHAM, LieutananU WJ. RegimaU, 

Commanding Detachment at Pirara, 
To his Excellency the Governor of British Guiana. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 815. 
Lieutenant Biv/jJmm to Captain Leal. 



Sir, Pirara^ Fehruary 17, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to communicate to you that, agreeable to instructions received frcmi Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government, I have been sent by his Excellenc}^ the Governor of British 
Guiana to occupy Post Pirara. 

I beg to add that, as Officer Commanding the detachment, I am disposed to confine myself 
strictly to a peaceable occupation of the district of Pirara ; yet, on the other hand, any attempt to 
^ interfere with the settlement will be met with the most determined resistance. 
^ Therefore it will be for the interest of the Brazilian Government to leave the jirraiigement of 

the question to the respective Governments. 

I have, &o. 
(Signed) G. II. BINGHAM, Lieutenant, 

Commanding Detachment^ Pirara, 
To Captain Li eal, 

Commandant, Fort San Joaquim. 

A true copy. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 815. 

J) Lirutrmint Bingham to C(tptain Lral. 

Sir, Pirara, February 23, 1^42. 

AS 1 have not received any answer from you to my communication which 1 sent six days ago, 
or to the communication forwarded by his Excellency the Governor some time previous, in conse- 
quence of which the expedition is detained, I request that you will not delay any more to 
communicate with me either by letter or personally the intentions of your Government. 

I have. &c. 
(Signed) ' G. II. BINGHAM, Lieutenant, 

Comtnanding Detachment^ Pirara, 
To Captain Leal, 

Commanding Fort San Joaquin. 

A true copy. 
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No. 816. 
Lieutenant Ifaclcett to Governor' >< Private Serrefafy. 
Sir £ve Leary Barrackn, Demerara, April , 1842. 




Governor 

the 

on the nature of the territory in dispute between our Government and that of Brazil. 

Pirara, which on my anival there I found unfortified, is situated in the centre of an extensive 




level, but on closer inspection Ib 
height, separated from each other by deep 
ravines, in which troops could veiy easily be concealed. 

The roads frequently skirt the edges of detached woods, thereby rendering great caution 
necessary in moving troops on Pirara. To this place there are twH> roads from the River Rypunruny. 
The one is practicable in all seasons, the other only in the dry. The banks from the Macusi 
village of Annai, where the longer roads commence, to the beginning of the shorter one are 
fringed with forest almost impassable to the British soldier, ariiKjd as he at present is, but 
easily penetrated by the Brazih'an, aroustoniod to the country, and dressed to suit that kind 
of warfare. 



121 

After iaudiiifj: at Pirara waterside the road for a mile leads tViroiigh a forest so dense that it A 
would require botli time and labour to transport guns and baggage. In addition, six days in the 
ordinary state of the river would be necessary to move troops by the river from the village Annai 
to Pirara, tliereby giving an opportunity to the (^mmandant of the Post to gain intelligence of 
our movements, and six days to pro\'ide against an attack and receive reinforcements from Fort 
St. Joaquim. 

Landing at Annai you find an open «avannah, the general nature of which is a hard, sandy 
soil, with shoi-t tufts of grass. The road is practicable for guns, and distinctly marked out, but in 
consequence of the numerous paths which branch off from the main road to avoid the swamps and 
pools of water as they form in the commencement of the wet season, a guide would be necessar^% 
more especially as it is desirable that troops should be moved by night, the heat of the sun being 
at all times injurious to Europeans. 

A small body of men with one or two fi-prs., starting at 4 p.m., could with little exertion reach 
Pirara by daybreak. The necessaiy guides and labourera can be procured at the Macusi villages " 
of Haiawa and Annai. 

If it should unfortunately become necessaiy to have recoui'se to force in driving the Brazilians 
from Pirara, and the nature of the season rendering the road from Annai impassable, and it should 
be considered expedient to attempt surprising the Post^ in which case guns would not be required, 
they with the baggage could bo sent to a landing place diy in the summer, but navigable in the 
wet season for the largest eorial. 

After occupying Pirara, which is about 3 acres in extent, and situated at the extremity of one 
i)f the small tabular hills which I have mentioned previously as composing the savannah, it may 
be defended thus : On three sides the steep faces of the hill render it almost inaccessible ; on the 
fourth is a narrow neck of land connecting it with the hills in its neighbourhood ; by making a 
stockade across this neck with flanks to fire down the ravines by forming fleches of stockades in 
the most accessible parts, and defending the remainder by ai'tificial obstacles, as chevaux-de-freze, p 
fraises, &c., a strong position can be formed till a blockhouse to serve the* ]|)urposes of magazine 
and citadel, as well as barracks for the men, coidd be built. The material for these works can be 
procin*ed from the woods a short distance from Pirara, and which wood, covering as it does 
a height partially commanding the village, within long musket-shot, must be cut down to prevent 
an enemy from sheltering his troops within it. 

The labour of the Indians of the neighbouring villages must be forced, a:j it requires the 
influence of fear, as ^vell as reward, to induce them to continu(ms labour. 

The River P^ssequibo is most practicable for moving troops to the interior about the middle 
of the dry season, as at that time the cuiTent is not toi) strong, and there is still water enougli in 
the falls to haul large boats through them. A long and very flat-bottomed eorial would be the 
host means of transport. Soldiers could act as paddlers, but a bowman and steerman acquainted 
with the falls would be required in each boat. 

Fourteen soldiers, with their baggage, annnunition, and provisions, can be moved in a eorial Y) 
?ii\ feet by 5 feet. If necessiuy. ti snaall O-pr.. or its carnage, could be stowed in each boat. 

Troops moving to Pirara should be accompanied by a small lK)dy of Indians or coloured 
inhabitants of the settlement on the Essequibo to act as hunters and fishermen, in order, if 
possible, to ration the troops without using those supplies which would be required at Pirara till 
the men should become expert in hunting wild wxttle, and a supply of dried beet be stored. If it 
should be considered expeaient to hire Indians, those of the Caribisi, tlie most faithful and warlike 
of British Guiana, ought to be preferred. 

Small quantities of cassava bread can be procured at the foiu* Macusi villages on the banks 
of the Rypununy, but a depot of provisions should be est^iblished at Warrapouta to make good any 
articles use<l or lost on the passage between Georgetown and that place. There are at short 
distances small spaccH in the forest cleared by the Indians, in which troops movirig to the interior 
could encamp. The officer in charge of an expedition should be provided with articles of Indian 
traflBc to pay for labour and buy bread or vegetables required for the use of the troops. On the E 
anival of a detachment at Pirara large supplies of both can be procured at Macusi villages, Urawa 
and Awara. A want of water is generally felt at Pirara in the dry season, that in the pool 
of water named the Lake Amuca being unfit for use. I have no doubt but that better can be 
procured by boring. The Brazilian regular force stationed at Pirara on my arrival there consisted 
of three rank and file, and arms for ton militia, about the number capable of bearing them in the 
village. At Fort St. Joaquim were stationed a Captain, Commandant, a subaltern, and thirty rank 
and file. I had further an opportimity of ascertaining that about forty militia could be raised on 
the cattle farms in the district. Thus the aggregate number of Brazihans who c(mld be mustered 
on the frontier near Pirara may be estimated at two oflScei-s and thirty-three regular troops, and 
fifty militia. To collect these would require eighteen days from tlie time of the first intelligence 
reaching the Commandant of the Post that an attack on Pirara was contemplated by the British 
Government. ^ 

Bana, at the junction of the Rio Negro and Amazon, is the nearest place from which ^ 
reinforcements could be drawn. 

There are stationed thirty rank and file of the legular troops, and three battalions of militia, 
but it would require two months to move troops with ammunition to Fort St. Joaquim, exposed, 
too, on their passage to loss from hostile tribes of Indians who inhabit tlie banks of the Rio Negro. 
One battahon of militia and thirty regular troops are all that may be calculated (ui fi'om the 
district of Bana, subject as it is to continual revolutions. 

In case of any intention on the part of the Brazilian Government to move troops from the 
towns at a greater distance, intelligence (»f it could easily be forwnrded in time to me(>t them by 
reinforcements from Demerara. 
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A. The chief part of thf. Report 1 have submitted to ^ou in irom my own personal observations 

and I have every reason to confide in the authority on Avhich 1 have stated the remainder. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' J.' IIACKKTT, 

TAenienant^ 10th Regimeht. 
To William Humphreys, Esq. 

His Excellency's Private Secretary, &c. 



No. 817. 
I jieatenant'Colonel Bush to Colonial Serretari/. 



B Sir, Denierara, April 21, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, that on the 
17th instant the boats for Pii-araleft the fort Stelling at 11 o'clock A.M. forBartika Point, and on the 
19th instant, at about 11 o'clock A.M., the schooner with the stores and escort also sailed to 
Bartika Point, the whole under the command of Lieutenant Adjutant Bush, Ist West India 
Kegiment, and I trust that they arc now in the boats, and proceeding up the river.* 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILL BUSH, Lieutenant- Colonel, 

Commanding the Troops, British Gniana. 
To the Colonial Secretary, Demerara. 
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• I assistant 9ur<i*t.n, 1 ensign, I corporal, 14 privates, 1 commissariat issuim-. 

No. 818. 

Jjientenant Bingham to Gorernor LighL 

Sir, ^'ear rirarn, Mau 24. 1S42. 

I HAVE the honour to inclosi- a ktt(M* addressed to your F^xcrcllency from tlie \lv\\ 
Mr. Youde. 

I have also the honour to state with reference to my having desired Mr. Youde not to pull 
down the Cross until he could obtiiin your Excellency's permission, that I thought that it would 
be likely to cause ill-fe(Oing between ourselves and tin* Portuguese, more especially as I had 
heard a n^port that such conduct on his part had been the cause of the misunderstanding' 

before. 
D 1 beg to add that tlnn-e wtue Portuguese in the village at the time iVIr. Y'oiule wan 

pulling down the Cross. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) G. H. BINGHAM, LlenfeuoNt, 1/ WJ. Regiment, 

Com mandiug Detarhmevt. 
To his Excellency the (Jovcunor. 

Inclosure in No. 818. 
Mr, Youilr to Governor JAght. 

May it please your Excc-llency* Pirara^ Interior of Britiah Guiana^ May 2i^^ 1842. 

K SOON after the meeting of the official gentlemen li'om the English and Brazilian authorities had 

taken place at Pirara in Febiaiary last, and after the Brazilians had left Pirara in the hands of 
the English (who, 1 doubt not. will ever hold it as a part of the British dominions) I began to set 
about recommencing a Protestant Mission in the stxid village, and to plan out a form for an entire 
new settlement, the houses of which I wish to be substantially built. 

Your Excellency's instiTictions respecting the Koraan Catholic chapel and house, relative 
to their remaining unoccupied or used for Missicm pm'poses, have been strictly observed by me: 
but there is a lofty Cross, the well-known sign of a Roman Cathohc Mission, which is erected 
about thirty paces from the chapel (and well nigh in the ceutre ot the old, and intended new. 
village) that I wished to take down and place carefully inside the said chapel, deemiug it 
altogether inconsistent to have the well-known sign of a Roman Catholic Mission standing p<» 
conspicuous and useless in the midst of a Protestiint Mission, when neither antiquity, magnilicence, 
or value can be brought forward as a reason why it should remain. As 1 then considered all matters 

-'' relative to this place as settled with the exception of merely being ratilied by the two respective 
Governments, I commenced taking do\\'7i the Siiid Ooss, but the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Bingham, of the detachment of the Ist West India Regiment, then stationed in the village, madi 
uii objection, stating that before I took it down I must first get permission from your 
Excellency, for which I now beg leave to apply. May it therefore please your Excellency to 
grant me permission to take down the said Cross and place it in the said chapel as before 
stated. 

The chapel spoken of is in a fair way of coming speedily down to the gi'ound. Its large roof 
nf about 70 feet long is about to come down by the run, seeing it has not a single brace to any ot 
the rafters that uphold it, hence it has already inclined endways 2 feet or more eastwards, iuid 
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will cei-taiuly soon fall. Perhaps the first liip:h wind after the rainy season has set in will A 
make a complete finish of the roof, aiul lay it k'vel with the earth, and all for want of a few 
stout braces. 



To his Excellency Thomas Light, Es(j., 

(xovernor of British Guiana, &c. 



I remain. &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS YOUDK. 



No. SI 9. 
Lientenaut Bingham to (iorenwr Light. B 

Sir, The Fort near Pirara. 

I HAVp] the honour to acknowledge your despatch of the Kith April, and by this opportunity 
be^ to forward my journal complete. 

I regret that your Kxcellfucy disapproved of the position I took up for my detachment, but in 
my isolated situation I felt it my duty to carry out my ordei-s to take military possession of Pirara 
in the most efficient and effectual way possible, and on my an'ival at that village I plainly 
observed that the position I took up was alone adapted for the protection of the village. It is 
elevated, and had 1 formed around a ditch and parapet it would have been perfectly distinct from 
the village, which it wholly commands, as also the roads leading to San Joaquim. There is 
a house there built at the expense of the Roman Catholic pi'iest, who knew that we occupied it, 
having dined twice in company with us before he went over the boundaiy, and offered no Q 
objection to it. This house accommodated the officers and men of the detachment, as well as the 
stores. Had I not avaih^d myself of the priest's house, I feel confident that there would have been 
immense loss in the stores during their removal from i\\^ waterside, and, expecting the rainy 
season. I feared sickness amongst the men. The tents would not stand the wind, which constantly 
blew them them down, and the cold at night was piercmg, and I feel confident that could your 
Excellency have only seen the site of my position you would not have disapproved of my 
measures- 

With respect to Mr. Youde's report to me liaving met your Excellency's ear, I regret that after 
all my exertions he should have forwarded it officially, a.s it was of a most trivial nature. Three 
Indian women, it appeared, were digging vegetables, when a black man came and took hold of 
one of them, as she said, to take liberties with her ; her necklace was broken, and some of the beads 
fell amonerHt the grass. She reported it. and I immediately had the roll called of my men, who 
were all present. As the woman declared that she could identify the man, I had them brought up D 
separately to the woman ; I also had the Creole paddlers brought up, but they could not identify 
the man. 1 then drew all up in a line, and they went down it. but still could not identify the man. 
T would ask vour Excelleucv, '* Wliat more could I do ( " 

There were many tilings which I was led to expect here on leaving Georgetown, such as fresh 
fish, deer, and cattle;, whereas there are no fish nearer than the portage, a distance of 11 miles, 
and neither deer or cattle nearer than 15 or 20 miles ; the latter of whicli I should not have been 
able to prociu-e had it not been for some Portuguese who deserted from the fort and understand 
lassoing. They have had to go a distance of 30 miles before even seeing them, and then have 
been three days coming in. 

The si)il annmd Pirara is most sterile, even unfit for a trifling garden. 

I have in addition to inform your Excellency that on the 5th March I evacuated the village of 
Pirara. My stores having all arrived, and hearing of no hostile movements at the fort, I chose a ^^ 
position to the east of the River Pirara agreeably to your Excellency's ijistructions (but not where 
the River Pirara empties itself into the Lake Anmca, which is close to an unhealthy swamp, and 
commanded on three sides), which, although the highest pohit of land in the neighbourhood, is 
commanded by the village, nor would it be possible for me to enter the village of Pirara if it was 
attacked by a lorce even inferior to my own, as I should have to pass the River Pirara and climb up 
a hill in the lace of an enemy who would be under cover. My present encampment, which I have 
inclosed with a ditch and parapet, is about three-quarters of a-mile from the village. Captain Leal 
amved at the village of Pirara on the night of the 22nd March, and I did not hear of him imtil 
late the next dav. 

I beg, in conclusion, to state, for your Excellency's information, that I have deemed it to be my 
duty, in a military' point of view, to submit a copy of tliis m}^ despatch through the Officer 
Commanding the IVoops in British Guiana to his Excellency the Lieutenant-General Commanding 
the Windward and Leeward Islands, that the General Commanding-in-cliief may be assured that "p 
in my taking military possession of Pirara, I have exercised my best judgment to carry out the 
mihtary part of it entrusted to me in the most efficient maimer, and at the same time witli a due 
regard to the health and advantage of Her Majesty's troops employed. 

J have, &c. 
(Signed) «. H. mW\\\XM, Lieutenaut, 1/ WJ. Regiment. 

Commanding Detachment 
To his Excellencv the (xovornor of British Guiana. 
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No. 820. 



PoHtliolfhT W, CL McClintovIc to (jovcnimnit l^icrrtan/. 

A Sir, Post Pomeroon^ March 24, 1848. 

I HAVE the honour to hielose two Petitions which I will feel particularly thankful by your 
laying before his Plxcellency the Governor and the Honourable the Couii; of Policy. 

The one relative to my expenses for taking the census was sent up long ago, but the person 
to whom it was given mislaid it in town. With regard to the latter, I have to observe that, miless 
the witnesses, along with several women who accompanied their husbands, as also the crew and 
interpreter, were fed by me, the case of Aharoorony i\ Bridgwater must have been lost, as none 
of the Indians on their anival at the post had oi;e ounce of provisions with them, consequently, 
the only resource left me to have the case brought forward was to keep the people together, which 
1 accomplished by supporting them in food. 

I have also the honour of inclosing an account of 30 dollars claimed by ilr. Albertus StoU as 
interpreter, whose services throughout the whole investigation were indispensably necesfiary, 
which I am sure his Honour M. L. Fowler, Sheriff of P^ssec^uibo, will testify it required to 
B do so. 

I consider it necessary to observe that ill"- A. Stoll is a boat-builder, and to luy knowledge 
can earn trom 4 to 5 dollars a-day at his trade. He was ten days employed, for which he expects 
the sum (jf 30 dollars, as per account rendered. 

I hive txc 
(Signed) * ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, PosthoUer, 
To the Honourable H. E. F. Young, 

Govennnent Secretary. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 820. 
Petition of W. C, McCliniock^ PoKthoMer, Ponieroon, 

Respectfully sheweth : 

THAT your petitioner on or about the 13th October, 1^41, received intimation through the 
Royal Gazette of this Colony to proceed to the upper part of Pomeroon for the puip.ose of taking 
the Census. 

Your petitioner having had an extensive district to travel, several of the settlements being 

situated on the banks of the Tapacooma Lake (fully 100 miles h'om the post) begs most respectfully 

D to state that to enable him to perform the duty within the time specified he was compelled to 

hire a crew of Indians, who cost your petitioner during the time they were with him the sum of 

25 dol. 33 c. 

Your petitioner therefore humbly hores and trusts that his Excellency the Governor and the 
Honourable the Court of Policy, seeing the actual necessity for such expense, will gi-ant the j)a}Tiieut 
of the said 25 dol. 33 c, and vour petitioiuer will, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

(Sig-ned) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

March 25, l»s4o. Postholder^ Pomeroon, 
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Inclosure 2 in Xo. 820. 



Prtition of W. C, MrClintorl', }*iMol(hv, Poiiwroon, 



■ Respectfully sheweth : 

THAT your petitioner, on the 25th January last, did receive instructions from his Excellency 
the Governor to investigate the complaint of an Indian named Aharooroney, who stated that on or 
about the beginning of November 1842 R. Bridgwater, an inhabitant of Tapacooma Creek, went 
to his settlement in Barima River, and forcibly took and illegally detained for the space of three 
months a single baiTel flint gun, the property of the said Aharooroney. 

p Your petitioner, on receipt of his Excellency's instructions, immediately proceeded to Morocco 

Creek for the purpose of dispatching the Indian, John Henry (Captain of the WaiTow nation), to 
Bareema, to l)ring up the witnesses required in the case of Aharoowany, and also to furnish a crew 
of Indians to convey your petitioner, witnesses, and interpreter (Albertus Stell) to Capoey, where 
the inferior Criminal Court was held, but in consequence <>f the witnesses (who were 
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Indians) residing' in distant parts of tlie Colony, they did not arrive at the post until the 
4tli March. 

YoTir petitioner, on the arrival of the witnesses at the post, summoned the parties and 
proeiH'ded to investigate the complaint, but, finding that it was necessary to have Brid^^water 
hound over to ap])ear at the inferior Ci'iminal (Vmrtheld at f /aj)oey on the 13tli March, your 
petitioner was compelled (or allowed the Indians to return to their settlements, upwards of 
150 miles from the i>ost) to furnish the witnesses and crew with provisions until the appointed 
i'mio (i;Uh), when the case was brought on, and decided in favour of the Indian Aharoowany, 
Bridgwater having been sentenced by the Court to three months imprisonment with hard 
laboin*. 

The expenses incurred tor providing the witnesses, crew, and interpreter with provisions 
aniimnted to 29 dol. 87 c. 

Ycmr petitioner therefore humbly liopes and trusts that his Excellency the Governor and the 
Honourable the C<mrt of Policy, seeing the absolute necessity for such expense, Anil be so 
irraciously pleased as to grant the payment of the said 29 dol. 37 c. 

And vour petitioner will, as in dutv l)0und, ever pr<av. 

(Signed) ' WILLIAM C. McCLINTOCK, 

M(trr7i 24, 1S48. Post/ioIfJer^ Poinevoon, 
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No. 821. 
Postholdpv McCUntock to Gorermnent Secretary, 



Sir. Post^ Pompyoon^ April 5, 1843. 

I HAVp] the honour to inclose Captain Maguil Cluicon's commission, who died in Morocco 

Crook on or about the l)0ginning of last month. 

The inhabitants of Morocco havhig expressed their desire to have another Captain appointed, 

1 take the liberty of recommending to his Kxcellency^s notice the S])anish Indian, .Jaime Maria, as 

b«'iiig steady, sober, and industrious, and, in other respects, fully (lualilied to act as Captain and 

<'()nstablc over all the Spaniards in ilorocco Oeek. 

If hie Excellency the (ioverncn* will be so gi-aciously pleased as to continue the appointment, 

permit me to recommend that the person holding the commission be allowed to act as constable 

also. 

T ii'VVf* itc 

(Signed)* ' Vvillia:\[ C. McCLINTOCK, 

Puiffli u h ler^ Po m erooiu 
To the Honourable 11. E. F. Young, D 

(lovernment Secretary. 



Xo 822. 
Prtition <tf J^osfholdrr Mt'CHnfock to Gormior L'ujht. 

« 

'J'he Petition of W. (J. McClintock, Postholder, Pomeroon, 

IJtspectfully sheweth : 

THAT your petitioner was, on the 1st October, 1^40, appointed Postholder of said district, and E 
on his an-ival at tne post assigned him, ftmnd the dwelling-house in a most dilapidated state, the 
groiuids contiguous completely overgrown by bush, gi'ass, vines, itc, the dams broken, and the 
koker quite out of repair, all which he reported to the Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, as in 
duty bound so to do. 

" That after considerable time had elapsed, your petitioner, finding his residence beconnng 
every day more dangerous and unhealthy, and perceiving no probability of liis reports to the 
Superintendent producing the desired effect, employed some Indians, and partially cleared away 
hush and grass, put a new troolie roof on the dwelling-house, and erected a small logic, or out- 
house, the whole cost of which, as per annexed accimnt, of 75 dol. GG c., the correctness of which 
he \\ill verify on oath if need be. 

That not having the means at the time, your Petitioner would not go further in making the 
place a comforttible residence, but has since then continued to be in such an accumulation of evils -p, 
and disagreeables, arising from the ruinous state of the house and daily overflow by the tide of ^ 
the whole place, that it would be wearying your Excellency and Honourable Court were he to 
attempt to go into particulars ; permit him, however, with regard to drainage, to stiite that in 
consequence of the tide daily covering the flocn* of the dwelling-liouse, and at springs rendering it 
necessary to use a canoe to get into the house at all, mud is left all round the dwelling to the 
action of a powerful sun, and smells the most disagieeable generated, pregnant with malaria and 
other causes of fever and dangerous diseases. 

That it may be said why did not your petitioner ask permission to reside off the post at a 
spot of land he has about 70 miles up the river. To this he would rej)ly that he was continually 
in the hope that, through the intervention of the Superintendents, means would be allow^'d by 
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J^ your Kxcelloiicy and Ilonourabk' Court to put the post in ivpair, bowides the place wliore In* 
fonuerlv resided has from his want of means now fallen much into decay. 

That with regard to the outlay of these 75 dol. f)(5 c., your i)etitioner could not possibly avoid 
it and reside at the post at all. Perhaps an impression exists that Postholders can get Indians 
to work for them for nothing ; no idea can be more fallacious. Your petitioner pays, and causes 
others to pay, most [ ? ] iu this respect. He considers, too, that so small an amount, com- 
pared to the advantage and protection resulting to the Indians from his residence on so conve- 
nient a location for them would not be objected to, and that he was justified, under the 
cii'cumstances, in expending on a public building of the (Colony 8(i moderate a sura to keep it 
from total ruin. 

Yom- petitioner begs to submit to your Excellency and Honoui*able Court the fact that 
there is no other post in British Guiana so conveniently situated to answer the purpose of pro- 
tection to, and ready commnnication with, Indians. Being just at the entrance of the River 
B Pomeroon, the Indians of that river and its numerous creeks and savannahs cannot but make the 
post a place of call on tlieir fishing trips to and from the sea. The Spanish Indians of tlie 
contiguous Morocco Creek are similarly obliged to pass on their way to the Arabian Coast and 
upper districts of Pomeroon, and, what may not be of less importance, the Spanish traders from 
the Oronoco. who come through the creeks and savannahs of the interior, aniving at the sea by 
tbe ilorocco Creek, cannot pass to town, or to the Arabian coast, without being also seen. 

These facts and circumstances will go far, your petitioner humbly conscious [«tc], to estabUsh 
the importance of maintaining in habitable order a post-residence so situated, and thereby enabb- 
a Postholder, (u- other authority, to successfully watch over and protect the interests confided to 
him in the discharge of his duties. 

Your petitioner has had an estimate made on the most economical scale, and it appeai> 
from 550 to 650 dollars judiciously ei^pended would be enough to almost renew the house ; and it* 
your Excellency and Honourable ( -ourt c(mtemplate preserving the place, there is no time to In* 
lost, as your petitioner is in dread every day of its tumbling down upon himself and family ; W> 
to 150 dollars more woidd be re([uired to put in a koker to effect drainage, making together from 
650 to 800 dollars. 

Yoiu" p»^titioner earnestlv entreats your Excellencv and Honourable Court would cause to 
have examined, if need be, and scnitinized the corectness and applicabiHty of all he now respect- 
fully states, and you will find he Inunbly conceives an absolute necessity exists of adopting witlj- 
out delay some means to answei* the purposes and objects respectfully submitted. 

Your petitioner therefore prays your Excellency and Iionourable Court will be gracioudv 
pleased to cause to be refunded him 75 dol. (56 c. expended as per subjoined account, to make 
partially habitable the post-residence in the River Pomeroon ; and, further, if your Excellencv 
and Honourable Coiu't think of preserving from utter decay the building on said post, to grant 
him such a sum of money as may be considered ne(*essary to repair and put the same in order, or 
J) adopt such other means with regard to making the same habitable without danger to health or 
risk ot life and limb, as may appear most judicious and apj)ropriate under all the circum- 
stances. 

And vour ])etiti(>ner will, as in duty b(mnd, ever prav. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

PodJi oilier, hio PohwnuhL 

August 1."), 184.*>. 
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Imlostiii' ill No. <S2:i. 



T(. W. C. McOliiitock, Dr. 



January 1841 

October 1841 .• 
February 1842 .. 



Julv 1842 



F 






Paid three Indians for cutting bush, grass, kc.y in front 

of the post dwelling'house 
Paid four Indians for working as above 
Paid two Indians for clearing away bush, &c. 
Two ditto, for erecting a logie for the arcominodation 

of Indians 
Paid three Indians for patting a new troolie roof on 

dwelling-house •• 

Plantains, salt-fi!«h, rum, and molasses for the above 

Indians .. •• .. .. ,. 

(E. & O. E.) 



Dol. c. 

12 00 

11 50 

G 50 

10 00 

20 00 

15 66 



75 66 



Aif(/v.'<f 15, 1843. 
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No. 823. 
Rev, J, Cullen to GorA'rnment Secrrtary, 

Sir, Gew*getovjn, Sep(e7)ibe7* 19, 1843. 

AT the joint request of Captain Jaime Maria and the Indians of the Morocco Mission, I beg leave A 
to represent to you that they are desirous to liave Calistro Hermandez appointed to act as sub- 
Captain, as tliey consider it necessary to have a protector or representative during the occasional 
absence of the Captain. Moreover, as the Postholder may require the services of the Captain in his 
capacity of Chief Constable, it is expedient to make this appointment. The Indians likewise are 
desirous tliat a constable's stall* be provided for the Captain and sub-Captain, and accompany their 
respecti\'e commissions. 

I Ijeg leave to testify that Calistro Hennandez is a very intelligent person, and well known to 
several respectable proprietors and managers of the Arabian Coast and Pomeroon Eiver. Likewise, I 
beg to add that the Postholder, W. C. McCliutock, concurs in the object of this communication. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN CULLEX, Missionary, 



No. 824. 
Po)4hol(hr MvClintoek to Governrnfnt Scrretrm/. 



B 



Sii', Post PomerooHj October 9, 1843. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose my report for the quarter ending September, which I would 
have presented in person, had I not learned that it was likely tw^o or three Oronoko traders 
would be in Morocco on or about the 20th instant. I will be in town, however, as soon after the 
arrival of the boats in question, as I can possibly make convenient, to arrange about getting the 
post dw-elling-house put in repair, as well as to lay before tlie Collector of Customs a statement 
ot the amount of duties received from the Spanish traders, part of which is in cigars. 

Thanking you much indeed, Sir, for supporting my Petitions at the lapt meeting of the Court p 
of Policy, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLlNTOGK, 

Postholder, Superintendent, <fec., Rio Pomeroon, 
To the Honourable H. E. F. Young, 

Government Secretary. 



Inclosure in No. 824. 
Rejport of W. C. MvClintoek, Post holder, for the Qitarter ending September 1843. 

YOUR reporter most respectfully states that he returned from Bareema on the 15th July 
after lia\niig an'anged several disputes amongst certain Worrow Indians in the above-named ^ 
river, one oi these quaiTels in particular, if not interfered with so opportunely, in all probability 
would have led to Dloodshed. Your reporter feels gi'eat pleasure in being able to observe, that 
pre\4ous to his quitting Bareema, a district so remote from civilization, he by amicable inter- 
ference caused all those Indians to become perfectly reconciled to each other. 

Your reporter on the 22nd July left the post for Tapacouma Lake (distance 100 miles; 
having occasion to visit that part of the district in his capacity as Commissary of Taxation ; on 
his way thither he called at several settlements inhabited by Arrawack Indians. Your reporter 
was glad to find the Indians whose settlements he visited had found employment on the sugar 
estates, such as Troolieing Megass Logics, Cottages, &c. Sometnnes those " gentlemen " are to 
be perauaded to clear away light bush oflF the abandoned cane-fields aback of the plantations. 
The Arrawack Indian, although so frequently emploj'ed on the sugar estates of the Arabian 
coast, have notwithstanding the gi*eatost aversion to perform any kind of labour connected with -p 
the manufacture of sugar, but however averee they may be to field work, their services as 
jobbers are greatly valued and much encouraged by the planter. The tribe of Indians most 
likely to become useful to the estates are the Worrows, as, for example, Dumbarton Castle, an 
est4ite in Pomeroon, has been worked the last six months entirely by Woitows, and your reporter 
is happy to be able to state that Caledonia, the next estiite to it, has commenced a system exactly 
similar, which appears to answer so well as to fully supply the place of black labour. 

Your reporter begs to observe that on the 8th August, two traders fi-om the Oronoko amved 
at the post. Their cargoes consisted of salted fish, cigars, and cheese. Neither party being 
prepared to pay duty in money, your reporter (sooner than allow them to pass without an-anging) 
was obliged to take it out in the articles they had with them. 

10th. Another Oronoko trader arrived ; cargo, blackeye peas and cigars, duty paid in money. 
10th, went to Morocco Creek to overhaul a sloop from the Oronoko; cargo, forty 150 lb. bags 
blackeye peas, ten full-gi'owai hogs, and ten young ditto. The owner of the vessel, who was on p 
board, not having mcmev to pay the duties, produced documents which proved that he was 
regularly cleared out at Angostura for Demerara, consequently allowed him to pas8. 

Your reporter, on the L")th August, proceeded to the upper district of Pomeroon, 130 miles 
from the post, to an*ange several disputes that existed amongst certain CaiTabeese Indians. The 
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A principal witnesses being from Lome, the complaints were laid over until they could be brought 
forward. Same day, fonr Woitow Indians lodged complaints for wages long due to them, by a 
Mr. Henry Bunbury. The defendant being at the time employed on Plantation Sparta : referred 
the complainants to P. Hughes. J.P., for investigation. Various complaints from Bareema reached 
your reporter, relative to certain Woitow Indians stealing provisions from other Indians of the 
same tribe. AiTanged all those complaints by causing the offenders to pay, on the spot, for the 
articles stolen ; at the same time admonishing them, for the future, to be more correct in their 
conduct, otherwise the law would rigidly be enforced against them. 

Your petitioner, on the l()th August, received a complaint from P. Alstein. Manager of 
Plantation Dunbarton Castle, against a woman named Queen, invalid on said estate, for ha^^ng in 
her possession some coifee supposed to be stolen from the logic of the above-named propei-ty. 
Issued a search warrant same day, but, in consequence of there being no police in the river, the 
warrant was not executed until the 19th instant, on which day a search was made and coffee 

B (7 lbs.) found. The removal of the defendant being attended to with danger, OAving to her having 
a very young infant, and an investigation did not take place until the 27th instant, when it was 

E roved that the small quantity of coffee found in the defendant's house had been a present made 
er, while labouring under severe fever, and otherwise much indisposed. The complaint was 
accordingly dismissed. 

Your reporter, on the 20th September, was visited by Jose Rodinze, Postholder of 
Corioppo, a village in Rio Oronoko. The gentleman in question, after paying duty on his cargx), 
which consisted of salted fish, cigars, and dried meat, proceeded on his way to town, but, 
melancholy to relate, that on his nearing Bird Island, the corial upset, one of the crew got 
drowned, and every article that was in their canoe was lost. Jose Rodinze returned to the post 
on the night of the 22nd, and remained until the 24th, where he, in company with the Rev. .John 
CuUen, R. C C, proceeded for Morocco. 
p Your repoi-ter, on the 27th instant, inspected the lazaretto. Had an interview with all the 

people (eight in number), inquired particularly after their comforts. &c., to which they replied 
that ample allowance of food was regularly issued to them, and, in other respects, they were 
perfectly satisfied and contented, and concluded by stating that the medical practitioner 
(Dr. Paton) visited them as often as was necessary and never omitted to prescribe when he 
considered it requisite so to do. 

Your reporter, on the 28th September, received information of the arrival of a cargo ot 
salted fish in Morocco from the Oronoko. Proceeded without delay to the village as far as the 
Rev. Cullen's, where he remained for the night. 2yth, went further up the creek to where the fish 
was housed. Found 500 lbs. The duty was paid in money. Returned 1o the post on the 30th 
September. 

Your reporter begs to observe that previous to his quitting town, which was on the 9th 
September, he had arranged to walk overland from Supernaam Creek to Pomeroon, but for want 
j\ of a conveyance from the saw-mill (where he arrived on the 12th instant) to Indiana, prevented 
him putting his \\ashes into execution. 

Your reporter deems it also necessary to observe, that not being able to carry into effect his 
first resolution, he directed his course up the Itrabeese Creek, and from there he walked overland 
to the Tdpacooma Creek, and from thence (in two hours) he was landed at Pomepiaeo Chapel, 
Rio Pomeroon. On your reporter's reaching an Indian settlement in Itrabeese, known as Captain 
Gordens, he found two people, labourers from plantation Golden Fleece, located, who had gone 
there with the intention of cutting wood, and, at a short distance from Gordens in another Indian 
settlement, he discovered a family of Negroes, say three men, two women and three children. 
From the appearance of the people, your reporter came to the conclusion that they had been in 
that quarter some time. 

Your reporter considered it necessaiy to remark that a Mr. John Sutton and family have 
quitted Pomeroon and gone to reside on the shell bank at the mouth of the River Winey. 
j; Your reporter feels the greatest pleasure in being able to express that much anxiety still 

exists among the Akaway Indians of Barama Creek and Rio Winey to have a teacher appointed 
to that district. They are clearing away bush and erecting buildings, &c., in Barama, in the hope 
3f being able to get a person who will reside amongst them for the purpose of educating their 
children. It would be a pity to disappoint those poor people. 

Your petitioner, in conclusion, begs to observe that his travelling expenses fi-om the 20th 
August to the 30th September have amounted to 43 dol. 87 c. 

(Signed) W. C. MoCLINTOCK, 

Postholder and Superintendent^ Rio Pomeroon. 
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No. 825. 

Pofitholdcr McClinfock to Governmfnt Saretari/, 

Sir, Post Pomeroon, October 23, 184H. 

IN reply to his Excellency's commands relative to the appointment of Caleistro Ilennandez 
as Sub-Captain of the Morocco Spaniards, I have the honour to state that in point of capantj 
there is no Indian in the creek better qualified to fill the office of Captain and constiible ; and, if 
I may be peraiitted to offer an opiuion, I think it wcmld be advisable to give him a Commission as 
full Captain, in consequence of Jaime Maria being so frequently compelled for the support of 
himself and family to quit the district for the purpose of fishing, &c., on which occasions Caleistro 
would have full power to act. 

Should his Excellency the Governor approve of the appointment in question, I will feel much 
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obliged by your forwarding the Commission to me, as also the staffs for Captain Charles Peter A 

and Captain John Henry. 

I have &c« 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 
To the Honourable H. E. F. Yonng, Postholder, Rio Pomeroon. 

Govenmient Secretary. 



No. 826. 

Ilrport of W. C. McClintoch, Postlwhkr, Superintendent y cjr., Pomrroon, for the Quainter ending 

Becenibcr 1843. 

Sir, Post Pomeroon, January 9, 1844. -r» 

I HAVE the honour to forward my report for the quarter ending December 1843. 
T don't think it prudent to quit the post just now, as there are several boats expected up 
from the Oronoko, otherwise I would present this in person. 

I have &c 
The Honourable H. E. F. Young, (Signed) ' \V. C. McCLINTOCK. 

Georgetown, Sei'ret<ary. 



Inclosure in No. 826. 

Report 

YOUR reporter begs most respectfully to state that during this quarter there have been 
twenty-three amvals from the Oronoko. These cargoes consisted principally of salted fish. Q 
There were also a few M cigars, some dried meat, and three head of cattle. 

The amount of duty, King's and Colonial, is 187 dollars, which, with a full statement of the 
j^ame, has been rendered to the Colonial Receiver-General. 

Your reporter begs to chose that he experiences gi'eat difficnlty in collecting the duties from 
the Oronoko traders, owing to their neglect in not pi'oviding themselves with money previous 
to quitting home. 

The consequence is your reporter is obliged to take fish instead, which, at the price he first 
allowed, accompanied with the expense of sending it to the coast for pale, bronght him in debt in 
the sum of 20 dol. 8 c. 

Your reporter wishes it to be perfectly understood that throughout the whole of this quarter 
he allowed tne Oronoko traders 50 cents each morocote for all he received in payment of duty, 
but, having: already experienced a serious loss at 50 cents per fish, he is now under the 
necessity of reducing the pricp to 1 guilder each for the largest size. D 

Your reporter is sorrj' to be obliged to observe, that he cannot express himself too 
unfavourably of such of the Oronoko traders as have come under his notice. They, on every 
occasion that he had business to transact, proved themselves to be totally void of principle ; and, 
it's with much regi'et he has it in his power to add, that most of the Spanish Indians of Morocco 
Creek, more particularly those who have already entered into the Oronoko trade, are signally as 
ill-disposed. Consequently the cause of your reporter being uncommonly strict in the perfomiance 
of his duty towards those people, which he is aware gives great offence. While on the subject 
of Spaniards, he begs to state that two Indian families have quitted Morocco and gone to reside 
in the Oronoko. 

Your reporter during this quarter made frequent visits to the Indian settlements in Morocco 
Creek and to other parts of the district. On three occasions he was obliged to go amongst the 
Wonow Indians to settle disputes. _, 

F(mr complaints of debt were lodged to your reporter by Carrabeese and Worrow Indians ^ 
against a Mr. Donald Campbell and a Mr. Henry Bunbury, both being employed on the Arabian 
coast. He referred the complaints to Mr. P. Hughes, J.P., for investigation. 

Your reporter takes the liberty of expressing it as his opinion that great benefit would accrue 
to the estates on the Arabian coast, as also to Indians generally, if there was one person in 
particular (a Magistrate) nominated by his Excellency to look after and afibrd protection to all 
those who go to the coast to seek employment. 

The tribes most likely to become useful as labourers are the Woitows and Akaways, and if there 
was accommodation for Indians on plantation Aima Regina or in that neighb<mrhood, set apart 
from the people of the estate, and a person placed over them as their protector, it would, in your 
reportei-'s humble opinion, cause many who at present are residing far in the interior to repair 
to the coast in search of work, and no doubt be the means of civilizing a set of people who 
are not only capable but willing to make themselves useful in any way that their employer -o 
wishes. 

Your reporter deems it necessary to observe that the sum of 400 dollars kindly granted for 
the repairs of the post will only be sufficient to put the house in order, which will be commenced 
upon iis soon as he can procure or erect a place for his reception, there being no accommodation 
at the post other than the house he at present resides in. 

Your reporter, in conclusion, has to state that his travelling expenses for this quarter amounts 
to 234 doL 65 c. 

(Signed^ W. V. McCLINTOCK, 

Post/wider, cCrc, Rio Pomeroon. 
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No. 827. 
Report of S^iperintendent of Elvers and Creeks, Esseqvibo, March .**0, 1844. 

(Extract.) Post Arnpa, March 30, 1844. 

^ To his Excellency the Governor and the Honourable Court of Policy: 

NO. 1. — '^Name of each of the posts visited during the year, and of the Postholder and 
membei*8 of his family," &c. 

Formerly there were three posts in the county of Essequibo, viz., Ampa, Boerisui, and 
Pomeroon, but since the late change made in the appointment of Superintendents, the foimer i* 
now the only Post in this district. 

No. 2. — " Date and duration of visit at each Post." 

The Post at Ampa is the residence of the Postholder and Superintendent. 
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No. 3. — " State of each Post visited, and of the buildings and flag-staff; quantity and quality 
of the arms and ammunition thereat." 

With respect to the present state of Post Ampa, it is in better order and condition now than 
it has been for several years past, although very mr from being what it ought to be. considered as 
a Post. The buildings, in addition to the dwelling-house, consists of a side building, 28 feet bv 
13 feet hardwood frame, boarded and shingled. A logic at the water-side, 32 feet by l4 feet, 
covered with manieole leaves ; a cottage at the waterside, 20 feet by 12 ieet hardwood frame, 
boarded and shingled, consisting of two rooms for the accommodation of strangers visiting tin- 
Post, and a privy, all of wliich, with the exception of the dweUing-house, have been put up at thi* 
expense of the Postholder. 

There is no flag-staff. 

The arms consist of a light 3-pr., occasionally used as a signal-gun ; there are no sniall-anuj?. 
nor any ammunition for the service of thu Post, if required. 

No. 4. — *' Names, number, character, and condition of the tribes of Indians at or contiguous to 
each Post, their distance from it, if not resident in immediate neighbourhood,*' &c. 



0\Wng to the migi'atory habits of the Indians, their names and number can only be abcti- 
tained on repeated visits to their settlemeuts, which, as it can only be the work of time, must fonn 
the subject of another Report. There are none of them, however, located at the Post, nor within 
3 miles of it, but taking a circuit of 15 miles from the Post, their number may amount to between 
400 and 500 ; these are chiefly of the Arawaak nation, with a few Caribesce in the Masseroouey 
and Cuyuni. The Creole Dutch is the language next to their own best understood by the Indians, 
and is the dialect made use of in their intercourse with the settlers, although many of them, can 
speak the English language, and nearly all of them can make themselves understood in that 
tongue, especially when they have anything to ask for. 
I' The other population contigiious to the Post consists of four families, viz., that of Mr. Duncan 

Clarke at Tiger Creek, immediately opposite ; Miss Martha MoUer, a little way lower down : 
Mr. George Moller, at Saxacaly ; and Mrs. Bilstien, at Itaka, 5 miles below the Post on the same 
side of the river, the aggregate number of which, labourers and domestics included, may be abont 
sixty persons. 

No. 5. — " Wood-cutting establishments in vicinity of each Post." 

The only wood-cutting establishment in the vicinity of the Post is that of Mr. Clarke, at 
Tiger Creek, on the opposite shore. 



No. 6. — " Nearest Post to the eastward and wind, of each Post visited, their distances, and 
whether any communication between them and the other Post exist, and b}' what means.*' 

Post Seba in the Demerary River lies eastwards, but a long way to the south of Post Ampa, 
in the Essequibo. The Post at Pomeroon to leeward may be considered nearer, not only as 
regards distance, but the greater facility of communication by water. To open a communication 
with the Post at Seba from Ampa, it would be necessary to ascend the Falls of the Essequibo a?; 
far as Waraputi, and cross the country to the banks of the Demeraiy River. 

No. 7. — " Distance of each Post from mouth of river or creek opposite to each Post. Can tlie 
passage of boats up and down such river or creek be prevented if deemed necessary? Is there 
any headland or other situation on bank of the river or creek better calculated for the Post i 
Point out such if it exists, and assign the reayon for such preference.'' 



131 

prevented if deemed necessary. There is no headland or any other point on either bank of the river \ 
80 well adapted by nature for a Post, though other situations might be found more advantageous 
for a residence. 

No. 8. — " Amount and nature of presents, if any distributed to Indians,'' &c. 
None. 

No. 9. — *' The name and the religious sect to which any missionarv may belong, who either 
occasionally or penuanently affords his services to the Indians in the neighbourhood of any Post. 
What number of Indians attend his iustructions ?" 

The Rev. J. H. Bernau, at Bartika village, has been established there for some yeara There 
iiiay be al)Out lf>0 Indians located at or in the immediate neighbonrhood of the Mission, most of 
whom attend Divine worship at Bartika, where there is a new and commodious church, erected ^ 
about a year and a-half ago. This establishment is supported by the Church Missionary Society ^ 
ill England. There is likewise a school at Ilooyah, farther up the River Essequibo, for the 
instruction of the children of the Indians. 

No 10. — ** Nature of the business transacted at each visit to each Post," «5cc. 

There is now only one Post in the district, and the business transacted at it is principally of 
the nature of a Pettj' Debt Court. 

General Remarks. 

Having briefly replied to the foregoing queries in compliance with the instructions contained 
in the River and Creek Ordinance, according to Form A ("Local Guide," p. 417), your reporter 
respectfully takes leave to add that he has visited all the Settlements within his district with the /^ 
exception of one lately made near the mouth of River Potari, a considerable way beyond the Falli^ 
of the Essequibo, which, from the heavy expenses attendant on expeditions into the remote parts 
of the country, and having already been at a great outlay for boats, wages, &c., your reporter ha» 
not had the means of defraying the expenses of such a journey. 

There have been few complaints brought before your reporter during the last twelve months, 
and those only of a trivial nature, chiefly for the recovery of debts, many of which are of too long 
standing to be recovered before one Ahigibtrate in the ordinary manner. 

In getting in the Returns of bii-ths and deaths sinc6 the 15th October, 1841, the date of las^ 
(^ensus, great delay and loss of time has been incurred in conseqnence of the ignorance and 
Htupidity of the greater number of the inhabitants, who could not or would not understand the 
object of the law relating to population. 

The want of a police-stiition in this river is a great desideratum, and much inconvenience is 
in consequence experienced by the inhabitants from there being no Courts held nearer than 1) 
Wakenaam or Leguan, both of which places are a considerable way beyond the limits of th^ 
llistrict in which, from the want of another Magistrate, a Court cannot be formed. 

To obviate this inconvenience, I would resj)ectfully suggest the necessity of a Court, ovet 
which the bherifif of the country should preside, being held within the district at least once in 
4 very six weeks, and I would recommend Fort Island (although not the most central position) as 
being the place best adapted for holding an iufrrior Criminal Court. 

While on this subject, a few remarks on the present condition of Fort Island and its inhabi- 
tants will not, 1 trust, be considered out of place. This island, the former seat of G(»vernment, is 
n,ow fast merging into the primitive state of bush, while a very little exertion on the part of its 
jr(habitants would at least keep the drains open and the dams clear of grass. 

Much expense must have been incurred in' putting the church into the thorough repair which 
it has lately undergone, and its appearance would no doubt add greatly to the look of the island ,.^ 
ji a view of it could be <.»btained from the river, but at present it is almost entirely concealed by ^ 
Ajie bush in front. 

The populatiou amounts to about 100 persons. 

(Signed) A. F. BAIRD, 

Podholder and Suj)€rintendent of Itivers and Creeks,' " 
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No. 828. . 



Report of W. C. McClintock, Postholder, SifpmvtendcnX, &c., Pomeroon, for the Qnuricr ending 

March 31, 1844. 

YOUR reporter begs respectfully to state that, during this quarter, only four Spanish boats ^^ 
Itave come i'rom the Oronoko. The dullness of the trade is caused by the great scarcity of fish 
(uiorocotto), which, for the first three months of the year, migrate a considerable distance np the 
rtver for the purpose of depositing their spawn. Towards thf? latter end of April, when the 
watei-s become full, the morocotto return to their old quarters, the small tributaries of the Lower 
t ^ronoko, where they remain until the riv€*r begins to get salt. During this period numbers of 
Indians ascend the creeks to their falls for the pujpose of shooting them with light spears, which 
ifiey use with unerring aim. 

The amoimt of duty received from the Oronoko traders this quarter is trivial on account of 
the scarcity already described. Your reponer has had during the month of Febtruarv several 
[U96-6] 2 M 
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A complaints from Indians relative to debts contracted among themselves. He also had three 
complaints from Spanish Indians (inhabitants ot Morocco) against John Sutton, who has been 
living on the shell bank, Rio Winey, for wages due them for fisliing for him at Winey. 

The first-mentioned complainis have been amicably arranged, but those against Sutton are 
still unsettled in consequence of a report having reached that he, J. S., had gone to the Oronoko 
to purchase a load of fish, &c. 

Your reporter cannot express himself too favourably in behalf of the in«lustry that of late hag 
been exhibited by most of the Indians of this river, as also those of Morocco Creek, Winey, and 
Bareema. There are no less than eighty-two at work in Pomeroon, &c., and about twenty from 
Morocco have been for the last six weeks employed in Wakenaam, besides sixty to eighty 
from other parts of this district are at present labouring on tlie sugar estates of the Arabian 
coast. 
^ Your reporter begs to submit it, as his opinion, that if there was a school established on tho 

^ Arabian coast, upon the principle which he has recommended in another part of this i-eport, it 
would be the foundation for the introduction of Indians in large masses to go thither in search of 
employment. Many Indians who at present seldom or ever quit their homes would flock to the 
plantations to seek for work. 

Your reporter considers the following well worthy of remark. Mr. Philips Alfitein, Managt^r 
of plantation Dunbarton Castle, has had for the last two nn)nth8 a gang of Akaway Indians 
working on paid estate. Mr. A. describes them to be the most eflective labourere he ever had, or, 
in his own words, '*the Akaways I have now are really the best people I ever saw ; they perfonn 
as much work as negroes, and complete their tjxsk at an early hour, notwitnsfcauding tlie height of 
the grass, which is nearly 3 feet." Mr. A. goes on to say, *' I also find them particularly quick at 
picking coffee, and equally so in trimming the coffee trees. In. fact, these people are ready, 
willing, and quite capable to perform whatever description of work I may feel inclined to givt^ 
n them." 

Your reporter feels equally gratified at having it in his power to represent in such favourable 
terms the extraordinary desire that at present exists aitiong Indians generally to be taught tV 
word of God. Those poor people are in hopes that the period is not far distant when they will 
be placed upon the same footing and afiorded similar advantages for education and rehgioua 
instruction as other labourers of British Guiana. 

In support of the above your reporter deems it necessary to remark that the Carrabeese 
Indians of Manawarina Creek have cleared away and erected a comfortaole logic on a hill in saitl 
creek in the hopes of getting a catechist, if not to reside tliere, to visit them occasionally with a 
view of having their children instructed. Nothing, however, has yet been adopted to secure to 
them this their reasonable request. 

It is true there is a clergyman and a catechist in Pomeroon, Both these gentlemen are most 
indefatigable in the perfonnance of their duties, and particularly desirous to promote the object in 
D question, but having bo much to attend to in the river precludes the possibility of eitlier of them 
visiting, as often as is necessary, the more remote parts of this most extenpive district. 

On the other hand, to oblige the Indians of \lanawarein Creek to assemble at Caledonia on 
Sundays (except during the rainy season when the canal which coimects the Manawarien with 
the. Wakapow is navigable, thereby affording an easy, safe, and expeditious passage to thi 
estates) would be exposing the lives of those unfortimate people to great risk, as the s-^a between 
Morocco and Pomeroon is at all times (except low water) very rough and dangerous, particularly 
for the boats generally made use of by Indians. 

Your reporter would also beg leave to mention, in support of what he already expressed 
relative to the desire that Indians have for instruction, that in the early part of this quarter a 
large number of Akaway Indians from Barama Creek and Rio Winey waited on your reporter at 
the post to request penniseion to erect buildings in said creek for the accommodation of a person 
who would teach their children. 
E Your reporter, with a view of meeting the urgent requests so frequently made by the 

Indians of this district for religious instruction, &c., begs most respectfully to recommend that ^a 
school be established on or about plantation Anna Regina, as being the most central spot on the 
lower part of the coast,. for the benefit of Indians only, the children to be supported entirely 
at the expenses of Government, clothing excepted, which their parents should be made to 
provide. 

The female branch to have separate apartments for education, &c., and, of course, to bt* 
superintended by a female, whose duty it would be to combine industry with education, which 
could easily be arranged by attaching to the school several acres of land, thereby affordiup: 
the Indian children an opportunity of becoming useful to themselves, as well as to th(> 
institution. 

Your reporter feels quite sanguine as to the benefit that would accrue to the Indians 
generally, as well as to the estates, by the establishment of the school in question, provided it was 
*^ conducted upon liberal principles. 

Many Indians on seeing their children comfortably provided for would become attached to 
the estates, principally on account of their families being therp, and also with a. view to earn 
money, to procure articles which of late have become in great demand among them, namely, 
wearing apparel, implements of husbandry, &c. 

Your reporter visited the lazaretto ; had an interview with the people, six in number, one 
having died on the 2l8t March, as reported by Dr. Paton, of inflammation of the lungs. A child 
which was not affected with the disease was, by order of his Lordship the Bishop, removed from 
the lazaretto to Aberdeen, making the total number six. 

Your reporter inquired if their rations were of good quality, and whether regularly issued to 
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them ; also if the medical attendant was punctual in his visits. They appeared perfectly satisfied A 
Hnd contented with everything, except their houses, which are really and truly in a most 
disg^ceful state of dilapidation, and, in your reporter's opinion, not worth repair, as the p^sts, 
not being from the first of good quality, are now almost totally decayed. One entire row, which 
never had been occupied, was, during the hist gales, completely blown down, and the houses they 
are living in now are quite pervious t^ rain. 

Your reporter takes the liberty of observing that 180 to 200 dollars would be quite sufficient 
(if judiciously expended) to erect good, comfortable houses for the present number at the 
lazaretto, besides to cut and clear away the bush, &c., which being so contiguous to their houses 
and harbouring such an innumerable or cjlouds of mosquitoes that these unfortunate people are 
kept in a state of constant torture by them. 

Your reporter would also beg leave to observe that, since Sergeant Lee, who resides within a 
few yards of the lazaretto, has been deprived of the authority of preventing persons from mixing 
with the people of the lazaretto, several are in the habit of making that establishment a place of *^ 
ct\ll, and the lepers, in return, are frequently to be seen on the estates of this river. 

Your reporter, in ccmclusion, begs to say that since the 16th March he has had four labourers 
(training the land in front of the dwelling-house at the post, which job, he expects, will be 
tinished on or about the 12th April. 

His travelling expenses for this quarter have been light, only 45 dol. 33' c. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCE', Postholder, 

Superintendent, &e., Rio Pomeroon. 

March 31, 1844. 

No. 829. , . 

Podholder McClintock to Government Secretary . C 

i 

Sir, Post Pomeroon, July 3, 1844 

I HAVE, the honour to forward my report for the quarter ending the 30th June, by which 
vou will observe that the Indians in the more remote parts of this district were labouring under 
the impression that the Indian village was to have been established with the view of securing 
their services permanently to the estates on the Arabian coast. Several of them having waited 
on me at the post to ascertain if such was really the case, caused me, with as little delay as 
possible, to go among them and explain exactly the object for establishing a village, which, I am 
happy to say, proved quite satisfactory so far, that the Indians are now aware that no person will 
ever attempt to remove them by force from their uresent locations. 

You will also observe, by my report, that I have recommended, in the event of another 
catechist being appointed to this district, that he should be established on the high lands 
contiguous to the mouth of Hymai-acabora Creek. The Morocco Creek, to which the school ;b 
would front, being such a thoroughfare for nil Indians, from Oronoko upwards, is sufficient to 
warrant the greatest possible success to a school if established on the hill in question. 

To labourers : 111 undertake to furnish, provided they received rations, such as fish, rice, or 
plantains and molasses ; no nim required. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, Postholder, 

Superintendent, tfec, Porneroon, ' 

To the Honourable H. E. F. Young, 

Government Secretary, &c* 



Inclosure in No. 829. 

Beport of W, C. McClintock, Postholder, Superintendent , cfcc., Pomeroon River, for the 

Quarter ending June 30, 1844. 

YOUR reporter begs leave most respectfully to make a few remarks relative to the intended 
Indian villages, but before entering upon a subject so laudable, and one of such vital importance 
to the Aborigines of the Colony, as well as to the colonists generally, he would wish to draw his 
Excellency's attention to his report for the quarter ending the 3l8t March, 1844, by which his 
Excellency will observe that your reporter recommended the establishment of a scnool on the 
Arabian coast to be exclusively for Indians. But the principles upon which the said school was 
to hav0 been conducted being, as he was given to undenstand, on too expensive a scale, and not 
.likely to b^i carried into effect, although nothing as yet has been suggested that could possibly 
cause your reporter to alter his opinion on the subject, he now takes the liberty of offering 
many, and in his opinion insuperable, obstacles to ever being able to draw the aboriginal tribes 
of this country from the wilderness^ with a view of getting them to settle permanently amongst 
civilized society ; firstly and piincipally, the incessant toil to which they would be compelled to 
undergo to enable them to support themselves and families ; or, in other words, to abandon a life 
of ease and pleasure for tiiat of constant labour, is, in your reporter's humble opinion, quite 
preposterous ever to exnect of an Indian ; at any rate not until there are teachers sent to reside 
among them, their anxiety for which is daily increasing ; secondly, their food being so totally 
different to what they could, under any circumstances, procure on the coast, would of itself be 
quite sufficient to deter the Indians from residing constantly on the estates ; thirdly, the swampy 
lanols of the coasts compared with the salubrious hills of the interior, mosquitoes, scarcity of fuel 
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A wood, bad water, frequent and most unwelcome visits from other labourers, besides many other 
reasons too numerous to be mentioned, has caused your reporter to arrive at the foUowinp 
conclusions: that instead of the intended village (unless conducted with great caution) being an 
inducement to Indians to repair to the coast it will be the means of driving them further back 
into the wild and inifrequented parts of the interior tliere to enjoy the state of existence mo8t 
congenial to their nature and feelings. Your reporter was much disappointed when it wan 
ronimunicRted lo him that the experiment of the Indian village was to be tried on the Island of 
Leguan. If on such a (*onfined spot it will certamly be a failure. Nothing will induce th*- 
Indians to locate themselves on an island where there are no fishing streams or hunting-grounds, 
and no high lands for the cultivation of cassada, &c. A residence on so small an island would bt^ 
to him a species of imprisonment. 

Your reporter begs to observe that if his Excellency is determined to try the experiment ol 
an Indian village, he don't know any part of this Colony so contiguous to sugar estates, and so 
" well ciilculated for a village as the banks of the Tapacooma Lake. The lake at all seasons securefl 
to the Indian a constant supply of fish and abundance of good water, while the high laadn 
jifford superior shooting grounds, comfortable locations, fine for the cultivation of cassada, and 
plentv of fire-wood, &e. 

Your reporter, although having recommended the hanks of the Tapacooma as being in hin 
opinion the most likely place for an experiment of the Indian village, he at same time is dispoged 
to regret most deeply the luicertainty that at present exists, and he fears will continue to exifit 
(unless teachers are sent to civilize the unfortnnate Indians) of being able to induce (even on a 
limited scale) any Indians from the remote parts of this Colony to settle down permanently on the 
hanks of the Tapacooma Lake, or anywhere so convenient to the sea -coast. 

Your reporter feels much gratified at being able to state that the Indians of this district, 
generally speaking, continue to work steadily and constantly on the sugar estates of the Aralian 
s^ coast. There are no less than 100 at present employed op the plantations, and about 57 in 
the Pomeroon, &c., some cutting troolies, others wood, besides several weeding plantain walks m 
( -aledonia and Dumbarton Castle, and pi^tking coffee. The desire to be taught the Word of God 
is, however, the ruling passion among all the Indians of this district, and, should it ever fall to the 
lot of those unfortunate creatures to have a teacher placed amouc- them, your reporter don't know 
any part of this district so well calculatet^ for a school as the high lands contiguous to the mouth 
of Hymaracabora Creek (a branch of Morocco, and about ^ miles from the sea). , Your reporter 
]ias at his command upwards of 400 Indians, all of whom are (witii the assistanpe of food and 
i,nolasses) at a moment's warm'ng ready, and most willing, to contril»ute their laboiir in cutting, 
clearing, and furnishing all the materials tliat may be required for the establishment of ^ village 
on said high lands. 

Your reporter, only hopes that the d^y is not far distant- when an opportunity will W 
afforded those poor people of proving their desire for religious iiistruction so hmg wished for 
I) among them. 

Yonr reporter had several compjaints from Indians relative to small debta due them by parties 
in the river, all of which have been satisfactorily arranged. He had also a complaint of aKsault 
lodged by one of the lalxmrers of plantation Aberdeen, pamed Samuel Joe, against James 
Keniston, of said estate. 1'his also was amicably settled. , 

Y'our reporter regrets that, owing to the very heavy rains throu.c»hout the quarter, he has not 
}»een able to drain the Post, and, until that is completed,, no repairs can be commenced on thw 
dwelhng-house. 

Your reporter begs leave to draw his Excellency s attention to the- serious inconvenience 
your reporter labours imder by not having a policeman stati(med m Pomeroon. Mr. Lee, who had 
been a :ting in that capacity, has been withdrawn the last two months, and no person as yet has 
been sent in his stead. 

Y'our reporter's travelling expenses for this quartir have amounted to 47 dol. 10 c. 
JK (Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK. 

Poctltolder, i^CyBio FomcrOin. 

June dO, IMA. 



No, 830. 

Report of W. 0. McClintock, PosthoMer, Pcweroc.n, for the Qvarter ending. December 31, 1844. 

Sir, Pomeroon^ January 3, 1845. 

I HAVE the honour to forward my Keport for the quarter ending the 31st December, 



p 1844. 



To the Honourable H. E. F. Young, 
Government Secretary, &c. 



I liave &c. 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK. 

Pogtit older y cfec, Pomeroon. 



Your reporter begs most respectfully to state that on the 2nd October he was called upon by 
several Woitow Indians, inhabitants of Barama Creek, all of whom represented that a serioitf 



135 

quarrel had taken place amongst certain Indians of the same nation in the Hebeene Creek, a small A 
branch of the Barama. and that one of the Indians had died in consequence of the wounds he 
received. Knowing the prompt intervention that a matter of such moment demanded, your 
reporter lost no time in repairing to the spot wliere it was represented the accident had taken 
place. Accordinfjly, on the 3vd October he left home (Pompiacfo) calling at the estates on hi* 
way down lor the purpose of purchasing provisions, &c., and at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, h^ 
arrived at the Post, where he remained for the night. ' 

At 7 o'clock on the 4th instant he left the Post, and after an hour's strong paddling he was 
in the Morocco Ci'eek, the tide had been washing two hours, which afforded him a quick papsage 
up, and at 10 o'clock same night he was comfortably housed in the village of Morocco. Next 
luoniing at an early hour he pursued his course to Komwatha, the residence of Captain John 
Henry, of the Worrow nation. To reach this settlement during the dry season is attended with 
much difficulty, owing to a savanna (3^ miles in length) being situated between Komwatha and 
Morocco Creek, which drains so completely dry as to enable pei-sons to walk over many parts of " 
it, which was his case, and having arrived late at Captain John Henry's residence, he tTimg his 
hammock there for the remainder of the night. 

On quitting Komwatha on the morning of the 6th he got into a small creek called Beara, 
from there he entered another small branch named Hymaroony,* and from thence to a creek 
called Baramany, which empties itself into the Waini River about 110 miles jtrom its mouth. 

The Baramany is a splendid creek and navigable for the largest vessels. It is about 55 miles 
long by a I mile wide, and continues the same widUi throughout.^ Its distance from Morocco is 
50 miles. At 3 o'clock on the 7th he entered the Waini River, and after paddling against a strong 
tide for upwards of five hours he came to a creek called Connbally. The lands bordering this 
creek are much higher than any in this distiict, not excepting those of Bareema. The height of 
one of the logics erected by a family of Woitow Indians is fully 400 teet above the Waini. 
The soil of Coimbally is superior and particularly well qualified for the cultivation of coffee. (^. 

Strange to say tnere are only five settlements on those extensive and most luxuriant hills, he 
estimated their immber at fifty-three individuals. 

Your reporter s departure fronj Cc^nnbally was retarded by the sickness of one of hie crew, 
and sooner than leave the Indian behind he remained with him at Connbally until the 9th, when 
he felt better, and was able to resume his duties. At 5 o'clock in the afternoon he came to an 
old encampment in the Barama, where he remained during that night. At 12 o'clock oA 
^J'hursday the 10th he arrived at the mouth of Hebeene Creek, and after struggling lor threi 
hours against stumps, with which the creek was well supplied, and large trees that had falleii 
across the creek, he an-ived at Captain Manwekoe's, for such is the name of the Indian Chief, 
waterside to reach the settlement M'here the row took place, is upwards of 4 miles from the 
landing, and the path leading to it was through woods and over swamps of no ordinary depth: 
On his airival at the place in question he made a few inquiries relative to the complaint that had 
been hedged, but the answers were so extremely vague that a doubt of the coiTectness of the 1) 
information he had received immediately struck him, and by persevering in his inquiries he 
discovered, much to his satisfaction, that no deaths had occun'ed, but one of the party (they were 
all in a state of intoxication from making too free use of a drink prepared by themselves called 
pigwary} received by the hands of his brother a severe cudgeling, who he discovered was a 
IMaiman or conjurer, and in consequence of which the suffering Indian insisted that no notice 
should be taken of what had happened, stating that he was already much better, and hoped ere 
long to be quite recovered. 

The foregoing statement includes eveiy particular relative to the complaint of assault which 
was lodged to your reporter on the 2nd October, excepting that he travelled upwards of 300 
miles and paid for provisions and boat hire the sum of 82 dols. 37 cts. 

Your reporter took advantage, being already in Barama, to pay a visit to the Accaway or 
Waika Indians ; their dwellings, like those of the Worrows, are a long distance inland, and the only 
difierence which he considers almost an essential one, is that their paths are always over high land, ** 
whereas those of the Warrows are through swamps. 

At 2 o'clock on Saturday the 12th your reporter arrived at the mouth of one of the small 
tributai-ies of Barama called VVikarip. From this creek there is a leading path to all the Waika 
settlements in the upper part of Winey, as also to many on the banks of Barama. The number of 
Accaway Indians in Winey and Barama he estimates at 500. Your reporter paid another visit to 
the spot of land which those unfortunate but most anxious people cleared for the establishment 
of a Mi^Bsion, many of whom followed him to the place for no other view than to ascertain while on 
the ground whether a teacher would be sent to reside amongst them or not. 

Your reporter on this occasion felt much gi-ieved at not having it in his power to comply 
with their requests, and after stating to them that a Mission upon a very large scale was about to 
be established on the high lands contigaious to the mouth of Hymaracabara Creek where they 
could send their children to be insti-ucted, he took leave of them, evidently much dissatisfied and ,« 
disappointed. 

Accaways are a hardy, industrious, and peaceable tribe. Quanels, even of the most trifling 
defcription, are unknown among them, and tiiey are uniformly united to only one wife. 

As a proot of the desire that Accaways have for instruction, your reporter deems the following 
well worthy of remark : — 

* The Hymaroony is what is marked on recent maps as the Biara. 

t Kcally ^2 miles. 

X Th? Baramani is about 15 miles long ; 55 miles of McClintock must be a sl-p of the pen. 

[696- (J J 2 N 
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A About the lOth October last thirty-two or forty Waika Indiana, whose residence for many 

years past had been ia Manarie Creek,* Rio Bireerni. quitted th;^,ir settlements, and are now livinj; 
along with other Waikas in the upper part of Supenaam Creek. Their principal reasons for 
moving was to be convenient to a school Indiana where thev could send their children, and 
at same time not to be too far to furuish them with food, which he had becMi given to uriderstaml 
they are very regular in performing. If instances such as this don't cause teachers to be sent 
among these poor benighted beings, what in the name of God will ? 

Your reporter returned from Barama to Connbally on the 15th, and remained there for that 
night. On the lOth he reached the village of Morocco, and on the lUth, after overhauling three 
Orinoco traders, he got to the Post, the dwelling-house of which, according to contract, was to 
have been finished on the 31st December, but owing to the ill-health of the contractor, combined 
with the great difficulty in conveying blocks to the Post, the house will not be completed before 
the middle of February or early in March. 

B Your reporter, at the particular request of Mr. Carbery. S. J. P., took his coreal to Plantation 

Anna Regina for the purpose ot conveying him throughout this part of his district He accom- 
panied Mr. G. to the estates in Pomeroon, and from there to Wakapow Creek, and from 
thence to Morocco. 

On returning from Morocco he made it a particular part of his duty to take Mr. C- on the hill 
contiguous to the Hymaracabara Creek, with which Mr. C. was much pleased, and could not help 
joining in opinion with your reporter that a better site for a Mission was not p()8sii)le to have been 
selected. God gi*ant, after your reporter goes to the expense of pnndiasing fish, rice, molasses for 
the use of the Indians which he intends enjployiug to clear away the bush off the hill, ere(;t 
cottages, church, &c., that no obstacle will occur to prevent a teacher being sent to reside 
permanently at the Mission, in the neighbourhood of which there are upwards f»f 1,000 Indians* 
with the prospect of adding 2,000 more from Winey and Bareema Rivers. Surely with such 

p inducements, and the poor Indian assisting as far as he can, and that without fees or reward othi^r 
than the hope of having the blessings of the Gospel extended among them, should, in your 
reporter's humble opinion, cause some active steps to be taken to gratify these poor benighted 
beings in this, their reasonable request. 

Your reporter begs to observe that the few unfortunate lepers at the lazaretto continue 
to suffer much from the deplorably delapidated state of their dwellings. He therefore takes tht- 
liberty of proposing that, if^ there is any accommodation, even in a half tinished state, provided it 
has a good roof, at the Alassaroony, it would be an act of great charity to have them removed 
without further delay. 

In ccmclusion, your reporter has to state that during the whole of the month of November, 
with two weeks in December, he was compelled, owing to the extreme ilhiess of part of his family, 
to keep constantly to the house. Fevers, colds, &c., were during the above period very prevalent 
among all the Indians in the river and Morocco Oeek. The unhealthiness of the weather 

J) prevented many Indians from the more remote parts of this district from seeking employment on 
the sugar estates of the Arabian Coast 

(Signed; WILLIAM C. McCLINTOCK. Po^tholder, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ cfcc, Hio Povneroon, 
December 31, 1844. 



No. 831. 

■ 

*-' . Postholder McClirdock to Oovemmeni Secretary, 

Sir, Pmneroon, Fehvnarij 14, 1845. 

I HAVE lately received from the Oronoco a couple of large Saroco hammocks, one of which. 
with the packallt and topes} now sent, I beg your acceptance. 

On the 5th instant I had forty Indians employed cutting bush in front of the hill selected by 
me some time past as being the most central in Morocco for the establishment of a Mission. On 
the 8th the number increased to seventy-five, each bringing his own bread, axe, and cutlass, fish 
and molasses furnished by me. I have arranged that each Indian is to contribute a week's labour 
towards clearing the hill and cutting such materials as may be required to build a church, a 
school-house, and a dwelling for the clergyman. A little money, however, will be requisite, as a 
competent person must be employed to erect these buildings, for the present I think ttOO doUarH 
V would be sufficient. 

After the hill is cleared and a large logic erected thereon, of which (by your permission) due 
notice will be given, it would afford me the greatest pleasure combined with much satisfaction if 
you would visit this district. My coreal (such as it is) and crew are always at your sei-vice ; only 
let me know when and where you wish it sent to meet you. 

I am sorry I cannot promise conifoii;able lodgings, the post-house not being finished (owing 
to the contractor's ill-health) prevents me doing so, but I will undertake to promise plenty ol" 

* Manari is a tributary of the Koriabo, itself a tributary of the Barima. * 
t A kind of basket. X Tc|>e>*a bat— >iu this case a featber head*drest. 
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p:ame, Labba, and as long as it may suit your convenience to remain in the upper part of this \ 
river, and when at the mouth abundance of fresh fish and crabs. 

I have <}tc» 
(Signed) * W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Foatholder, &c., Foimroon. 
The Honourable H. E. F. Young, &c. 



No. 832. 
Postholder McClirdock to Government Secretary. B 

Sir, Pomeroon^ March 5, 1845. 

I RETURNED last night from Waramuri Hill, where I had been for a week superintending 
and directing the Indians (eighty-six in number) to cut such materials as are required for a church 
and dwelling-house. On the lOth of this month 1 expect to have all the posts for the church, and 
a great number of 11 feet, for cottages, finished and conveyed to the spot. If the buildings in 
question be left to me, TU have them put up clieaper than you can possibly imagine. 

The bush in front of the hill to a considerable extent has been cut, besides the gi'eater part of 
what was on the top, I think there is upwards of 65 acres cleared. 

The Arrawack. Worrou, and Carrabeese Indians inhabiting Morocco and its tributaries have 
l)een most industrious and attentive, but I cannot say that they have been more so than the 
Worrou Indians of the Rivers Waini and Barima. p 

I commenced work oh the 5th of last month, from that date to the 3rd March I have had 287 ^ 
Indians employed. This number, added to the women and cliildren that have visited the hill, 
would amount very near to 700. There are still a gi-eat many in Waini and Barima that have not 
worked, and also a considerable number in Amakma, all of whom, however, have sent to let me 
know that towards the end of this month I may expect them up. 

Perhaps it may not be uninteresting to know that I prf)posed to many of the Warrow 
Indians,. two years ago, to establish a Mission on Waramuri Hill, but at that period, and, indeed, 
antil very lately, the greater number were so averse to anything approaching to instruction, I 
deemed it prudent not persevere until I discovered the cause, which I succeeded in doin^ not 
long since. Fear of their children being beaten was the reason first assigned ; and the second 
was dreading that liberties would be taken with their wives, &c. For instance, on Saturday last 
one of the Indian Chiefs told me that if the clergyman who was appointed to live among them 
took the slightest liberty with any of the females of the Mission, or in any way acted contrary to jj 
that of a correct man, he, with all his companions, would that moment quit the Hill. Having 
thus far gained my ponit in obtaining their objections to having a Mission established. I convened 
a meeting of Indians with their Chiefs, at which I told them that they need not be afraid of their 
children suffefing from correction, nor their wives or daughters in any way molested; that should 
such unfortunately oc(;iir, the individual so otfending would bo removed. To convince thost' 
unfortunate people I was obliged to be very explicit, but what I did say pleased them much. 
They, in reply, said that until I had fully exfJained every little particular to them the^ were 
ignorant of the advantages to be derived by having a Minister of the Gospel placed among them ; 
that they would send all their male children to school, but no females until they had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and judging for themselves how the clergyman who would be sent among tnem 
conducted himself. 

However strange the following may appear, it is, however, no less true, that, with the 
exception of Indians, myself, Mr. Crichton, and a few of the Pomeroon inhabitants, W^aramuri Hill E 
was not known to exist until I commenced to clear it. 

I therefore trust in God that I have been instrumental in laying the foundation of a Mission 
which, if properly conducted, will be the means of christianizing several thousands of Indians, 
and estabiisl»ing, I hope, such habits of industry among xhem as may not only prove beneficial to 
themselves but to others. 

Be it remembered that each Indian contributed a week's gratuitous labour towards the 
.establishment of this Mission, besides furnishing, bread, axes, and cutlasses. 

The poor Indian having thus far assisted, let it now be the honour and ambition of the 
Christian to convey that glorious Gospel by which alone the regeneration and happiness of man- 
kind can be fully and permanently secured. 

I was glad to observe by the "'Gazette" of the 15th February, which only came under 
my notice on Monday last, that* the information I gave Mr. Carbeiy, S.J.P., relative to the 
number, character, &<i., of the Indians of this district besides various other matters concerning the *^ 
Mission was brought forward at the Bishops' last meeting and published accordingly. 

In conclusion, pennit me to lay before you a statement of the expenses incurred to date, 
which I hope will be considered satisfactory. 

Dol. c. 
1 ,000 IbN. salt fish .. .. .. •• •. •• •• •• 

Freight on two casks .. •• .. •• .. .. •• •• 

32 lbs. t<%bacco .. .. .. .. •• .. •• •• 

Paid Indiuns, for conveying molasses from the coast to the Mi^ioD, three trips •• 
Albertus Stoll, fur suptsrintending and issuing rations to Indians . . . • 
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Mr. Hughes, Manager of Plantation Anna Regina, made the Mission a present of a puncheon 
of molasses, therefore, for the above sum of 96 dol. 16 c, there has been upwards of 60 acres ot 
laud cleared, besides getting as many tacooba posts cut as are required for a church of 100 x 30 feet 
and a dwelling-house of 60 x 25 feet. 

Hoping that his Excellency will be pleased with my labour, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLlNTOCK, Postholder, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ <fec., Itio Pomeroon, 
To the Honourable H. E. F. Young, 
Government Secretary, &e. 



It 



No. 833. 
Postholder McClintock to Government Secretary, 



Sir, Porneroon^ July 5, 1845. 

I HAVE the honour to forward my Report for the quarter ending the 30th June. 

I would be glad to hear of something being done towards supporting all Indian children 
from Waini, Barima, and Amacura; it is imposbible to expect them to attend at the Mission, Uving 
as they do, such a distance from it. 

A Postholder situated in Barima could not only furnish the estates with plenty of Indian 
labourers, but also induce otheis from the Orinoco to follow their example. Several families are 
wishlul of quitting the Orinoco, but, like the Woitow, require to be led. 

I have &c 

Q (Signed) ' W. C. McCLlNTOCK, 

Postholder^ <fec 

The Honourable H. E. F. Young, 
Go vera men t Secretary, &c. 



Inclosure in No. 833. 
Report of W. G. McClintock, Postholder^ Pomeroon, for the Quarter ending June 30, 1845. 

YOUR reporter most respectfully begs leave to refer to his report for the qi^arter ending 
yy 3l8t March, 1845, by which it will be observed that the most sanguine expectations were 
entertained by him relative to the Mission lately established in the souih bank of Morocco Creek, 
and known by the name of Waramory. 

In behalf of said Mission, he has to say that it affords him infinite satisfaction to be able to 
state that his exertions have been attended with unbounded success, in proof of which the 
folloVing will show : — 

Before Jlr. Nowera, catechist, had been one week at the Mission, upwards of forty Indian 
children came forward to receive instructions, and since that period large numbers of adults, both 
males and females, have been regular in attending Divine worship on Sundays, after which they 
generally remain for several days for the purpose of learning, and to erect cottages, plant cassada 
Hud other vegetables contiguous to their houses, of which there are several already put up. 
Therefore, what he has Jong endeavoured to establish has to a considerable extent been accom*- 
plished, viz., education and industry among Indians. For the latter great anxiety has been 
E evinced some time past, as can be testified by several gentlemen who are in charge of sujrar 
estates on the Arabian coast, as also to the fact that at this moment there are upwards of 30() 
Indians employed in the cultivation of the sugar cane. This is truly pleasing to your reporter, 
particularly when supported by certificates which he can procure, if necessary; but, notwith- 
standing the rapid strides that have been made by these poor people towards civilization, he fenn* 
that to accomplish such a desirable object so as to prove generally useful much delay will bo 
i^t,used unless some very active steps be taken to establish the Mission upon a more firm footing' 
than it is at present, and as there is an obstacle of no small importance yet to be overcome, that 
of inducing Indians of the more remote parts of this extensive district, he means the IndiaDu 
residing in the Rivers Winey, Bareema, and Amacoora, to allow their children to remain at the 
Mission, to which he is happy to say they are quite agreeable, provided their children are fed. 
They naturally ask, ** How are our (children to procure food ? " And again they say, " We are too 
fjir from the ^lission to supply them ourselves with food." In reply, your reporter recom- 
■' mends that all children coming from the parts of the Colony as stated above snould receiTe 
rations cf fish, &c., which, with strict economy, would not cost more than 200 dollars per annum, 
and that for two years only, as by that time it would be hoped that each Indian wr^uld have a 
field of cassada somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Mission, where it is also to be hoped he 
was likely to settle, in which case the principal difficulty will be surmounted, and at the same time 
be the means of adding at least 800 labourers to the present stock. 

The number of Indians residing in those remote parts must remain doubtful until a census 
be obtained, a job which your repoi*ter would gladly UT^dertake provided it had his Excelloncy's 
sanction ; but from the knowledge he has of most of the Indian settlements in those rivers hu 
is strongly of opinion that they would number about 4,500, say, 1,400 eflFective people, all excellent 
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work(Ts, and in every reRj)oc*t worthy the notice of colonists, not only on account of then* numbers -^ 
but to insure their nion* constant services to the estates on the coast, and the only plan, in your 
reporters humble opinion, to carry this into eflFect will be to adopt the system of rationing, Avhich, 
as he has already stated, would only exist for two years. 

Your reporter is decidedly of opinion that more good might be accomplished by feeding the 
children until fields of cassada be established by their parents than most persons are aware of 
or, at all events, willing to admit. If emigrati(m were the only object in view, a post in Bareema 
River would have the desired effect. Your reporter is so sanguine on this point, he has no 
hesitation to say that were he residing in that part of his district, he would undertake to furnish 
the estates with three times the number of Indians as already employed by them. From such a 
post, properly conducted, he is satisfied results would be arrived at which would prove of enduring 
advantage to the sugar estates as well as to the Indians generally. 

Your reporter made several trips to Morocco village during this quarter and was glad to j% 
observe that the school conducted by the Rev. John Cullen was better attended than he had ever 
before witnessed, the average being from eighteen to twenty, but if all the Spanish children could 
be prevailed upon to attend, they would number upwards of fifty. 

The Mission in charge of the Rev. W. Brett is rapidly progressing, Mr. Brett's unvaried 
exertions are truly praiseworthy, and attended with great success in a moral point of view. 
Marriages are of frecjuent occuiTence, and most of the Indians have erected cottages on the hill, 
several of which are, or about to be, floored with lumber purchased by the Indians themselves. 
Mrs. Brett also takes a veiy active part in the school, and it tends much to forward the views of the 
establishment, particularly among the female branches. 

The Indians* general appearance on Sundays is most creditable, and their regular attendance 
at church is truly gratifnng, and lastly, although not least, that abominable vice, dninkenness, is 
seldom or ever to be heard of. 

Your reporter regrets to siiy that the small sum of 400 dollars which was granted for the Q 
repairs of the dwelling house at the Post here proved quite inadequate in consequence of having 
a koker to make besides erecting accommodations for the caif.enters in the water-side logic, 
which, by-and-bye, the tides have nearly washed away, and digging trenches, the expense of 
which amounted to 101 dol. ♦)? c. 

The house has been taken down and put up again, roofed, and partly boarded up. To complete 
it, and erect a kitchen and put up a logic for the accommodation of Indians will require at least 
500 dollars, which your reporter hopes will not be refused when applied for. 

(Signed) WILLIAM C. McCLINTOCK, 

Postholder, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ 

June 30, 1845. District No, 1, Pomeroon River. 
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No. 834. 

'Petition of PostJtohlvr McClintock to Court of Policy, August 20, 1845. 

The respectful Petition of W. C. McClintock, Postholder, Superintendent of Rivers and 
Creeks, and Commissary of Taxation for District No. 1, River Pomeroon, 

Slieweth : 

THAT in consequence of the then dilapidated state of the Post-house, your petitioner was 
compelled, in the year 1844, to memorialize your Excellency and Honourable Court for the means E 
of repairing the same, draining tlie piece of land oti which it is situate, and otherwise making the 
place habitable. 

That your Excellency and Honourable Court were graciously pleased to put at his disposal 
the sum of 400 dollars for these purposes. 

That this sum has proved quite inadequate to effect the necessary and indispensable repairs 
of the house and the drainage of the land inasmuch as he has [expended ?] the same in the most 
judicious manner possible, as will be perceived by the annexed documents to which he craves the 
reference of your Honoiu"able (Jourt, and yet the following work still remains to be executed, viz., to 
complete the house and erect a kitchen, to perfect the drainage, and to make up substantially the 
front dam, which is fast being washed away by the sea. 

That to attain these objects, your petitioner respectfully submits that a further sum of from 
500 to 600 dollars Avill be required; this, however, your petitioner respectfully submits, will also 
embrace the expense of erecting an extensive and comfortable logic for the accommodation of ^ 
Indians on their way to and from the Arabian coast, where your petitioner is happy to say he has 
been instrumental in inducing numbei"s of them to proceed for tlie purpose of being engaged in 
agricultural employments, and where they have proved of great service upon the estates, as will 
be seen by reference to the annexed certificates. 

That your petitioner, with tlie greatest deference and respect, begs to draw the attention of 
your Honourable Court to the circumstance of his being put to very great expense in travelling 
up and down the remote and extensive creeks of his district, to induce the Indians to work on 
the coast, as well as to look after the Spanish traders who come through the creeks to collect tha 
duties trom them for the Colonv and to prevent smuggling. 

[696-6] ' 2 O 
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A He begs also to state that the Indians almost all call at the Po^t on theii- way going and 

coming where they expect and invariably receive salt fish and other little matters of supply 
entirely at his expense, and without which they would, in many cases, not only be ill off for a 
temporary supply ot food, but would entirely be deterred from "jn'oceeding onwards to seek for 
the employment in which it has seemed to him for their own interest, as well as those of the 
planters (whose deficiency of laboiu- is still very great), so desirable that they should be 
engaged. 

That your petitioner is one of the least paid of the Superintendents and Postholders, his 
salary being only 1,200 dollars, and his duties are of the most onerous description, and extend 
over a large and scattered population. 

He begs to assure your Honourable Court that his indispensable expenses in visiting the 
Indians and otherwise attending to his duties are so great that when these are deducted there is 
^ very little left of the salary for the sustenance of himself and family. 

** Your petitioner therefore pray that your Honourable Court will be gi-aciously pleased to grant 

the sum of 600 dollars for the purpose of completing the Post-house, perfecting the drainage of 
its site, erecting a kitchen, and making up the front dam, and also of erecting a lo^ie for the 
accommodation of the Indians, and, further, grant such an increase of salary as your Honourable 
Court may deem meet under the circumstances of the great expenses he is compelled to incur in 
the discharge of his many and onerous duties. 

And vour petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever prav. 

(Signed) ^ W. C. McCLINTOCK, 
August 20, 1845. Fostholder, dtc, Pomeroon, 







Annex to No. 834. 
Certificate given to Post holder McCHntod\ 



THIS is to certify that W. C. McClintock, Postholder, vtc, of Pomeroon, has frequently 
supplied me with Indians, and, as Superintendent of the Tapicooma Lock, I have an opportunity 
of Avitnessing all who pass to the coast (sent by the Postholder for employment on the various 
estates) anxious to obtain such labour. 

The distance those Indian labourers travel for such pui-pose is great (from Winey, 
Barema, &c.), and invariably make the Post a place of call for the purpose of being furnished 
w^ith salt fish and other food necessaiy to enable them to proceed, and which I am sure they have 
D always received, with every other facility. 

I can with safety say and attest within the last five or six months tliere have been no less 
a number than firom 400 to 500 Indians passed this on their way to the various places of employ- 
ment selected for them by Mr. W. C. McClintock, Postholder. 

(Signed) ANGUS McINTYRE. 

Tapicooma Lock, August 25, 1845. 
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No. 835. 
Report of W, C, McClintock, Posthokhr, Pomeroon, for the Quarter emling September 30, 1845. 



YOUR reporter begs to observe that since the Post-house has been undergoing repairs, and 
that being the only residence at or near the mouth of Pomeroon, he was compelled to reside a 
considerable distance up the river, which prevented the possibility of attending as strictly as wiis 
necessary to the numerous Spanish traders that came up from the Oronoko in large canoes laden 
with fish and other articles, on which there is duty to be collected. Formerly, when he lived at 
the Post, the Oronoko duties amounted in one year to a sum bordering on 500 dollars ; but since 
that period, now upwards of twelve months, the collections have been very inconsiderable, so 
much so that the expense attending the frequent visits to the mouth of Pomeroon and to Morocco 
Creek for the purpose of looking after the Spanish boats have, on every occasion, amounted to a 
much larger sum than the duties received ; but now, as his Excellency has been so graciously 
-P pleased as to grant fi-om the contingency fund the sum of 500 dollars for the furnishing of the 
nouse, &c., his travelling expenses, when he removes to the Post, ^vill to a considerable extent 
be reduced. 

Your reporter during the month (jf July visited the upper part of Morocco Creek, having ou 
his way called at the Post and the Mission lately established by him in said creek. 

The school conducted by the Rev. John Cullen continues to be tolerablv well attended. 
The Mission in charge of Mr. Nowers is doing as well as can be expected ; the cnildren attending 
his school number from sixty-five to seventy. There is a good dwelling-house erected on the hill, 
and several Indian families commenced to put up cottages, besides a church, 70 by 30 feet, almost 
finished. 
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Your reporter still coutimies very sanguine as to the great benefit that must accrue to all A 
Indians Avestward by the establishment of the Waramury Mission, as also to the sugar estates on 
tlie Arabian coast. 

If the ilission be properly conducted, it will be the means of adding at least 1,000 Indians to 
tlie present stock of labour on that coast. 

Your reporter, feeling particularly desirous that his Lordship, when last in this district, should 
be afforded an opportunity of convei-sing with Indians from the more remote parts, he 
dispatched messengers to the Rivers Winey, Bareema, and Aniacura, with instructions to each 
Headman or Chief to bring as many Indians as could conveniently be collected to Waramuiy Hill, 
which instructions were obeyed with alacrity, but unfortunately, owing to a mistake relative to 
the day on which his Lordship was to have been at the ilissio;!, both his Lordship and the 
Indians were disappointed, because it was not until the Bishop had been gone two days that the 
Indians from the remote parts commenced to assemble at Waramury; at same time, it is 
gratifying to be able to say that they did come ; and Mr. Nowers, the catechist, states that when B 
the Indians from Winey, Bareema, and Amacui*a were added to those already on the hill, there could 
not have been less than 700, of which Warrows formed the principal number. 

Since the Bishop's visit several Akaway Indians, inhabitants of Barama Creek, a tributary of 
Winey, have called on Mr. Nowers, and promised to send their children to him to be educated ; 
lint in consequence of the general indisposition that prevails amongst all classes on the sugar 
estates of the Arabian coast, combined with the very great scarcity of provisions that at present 
exists throughout most Indian settlements, the Akaway Indians of Winey and Barama have 
destroyed their habitations, and gone to reside with other Akaways in the upper parts of the 
Rivers Coyoney and Massaruny, where they purpose to remain until their fields of cassava 
become fit for use, which will be about the month of Jaimary next ; therefore, until then people 
are again settled in their old quarters ; nothing can be done to benefit their present deplorable 
condition. p 

Your reporter feels great pleasure in having it in his power to state that he has at last 
succeeded in inducing several Warrow Indians, inhabitants of the Orinoco, to work on the 
Arabian coast. There are upwards of twenty employed just now on Coffee Grove Estate, and 
the following will show that there is every likelihood of others from the same quarter adopting 
similar steps. Your reporter on the 6th August learned that a large body of Wan-ow Indians, 
inhabitants of a creek in the Upper Orouoco, called Arawan, had reached Baramany Creek ^vith 
the view of proceeding to the coast to dispose of corials, canoes, &c. ; but, in consequence of never 
having been in Demerara, they were afraid to proceed without a protector. Your reporter 
immediately proceeded to Morocco for the purpose of bringing them up, but, on his arrival, found 
them already in charge of Captain John Henry, who mentioned to your reporter that the Indians 
in question liad expressed a particular desire to see him, and, after explaining to them that in 
Demerara they were well protected, and that his Excellency would at times be glad to hear of 
their making it a practice to visit the Colony, they agreed to do so, stating that in future, when J) 
they had corials, &c., for sale, or they wished to work, the preference would be given to 
Demerara. 

Your reporter regrets to observe that fevers, colds, and coughs are so prevalent amongst 
most of the Indians in this district that for the present few can be prevailed upon to repair to the 
coast estates to seek employment. 

Your reporter, in conclusion, begs to state that steps have already been ttiken to put his 
Excellency's orders into execution relative to making up a good front dam at Pomeroon post. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLIXTOCK, Fostholder, 

Sitperintendent of Rivers and Creeks, Rio Ponierooru 

Sq)( ember 30, 1845. 
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Xo. 836. 

Fostliolder McClintock to Goftrnnieiit Secretary, 

Sir, Pomeroon River, Deceriiber 23, 1845. 

A CARRABEESE [ndian has just arrived from Barama Creek, and reported to me the i-eal 
cause of all the Accaways repairing to the Upper " Coioney " River, which I now submit for your 
information. The Indians statement is as follows : About the year 183<> an Accaway, named 
Tongwe, left his settlement in Coioney River to see other Accaways who were at time residing in 
a ti'ibutary of the Pomeroon called Iserooroo ; whilst among those Indians a misunderstanding 
took place between him and an Accaway (an inhabitant of said tributary), named Ardebane, ^ 
which caused the latter to chop Tongwe so severely as to cause his death. The relations of the 
deceased, besides other Accaways from the same place, being determined to have satisfaction for 
the murder committed, have challenged to fight the Accaways of this district, which challenge 
has been accepted by them, but knowing their numbers to be inferior to those in Upper Coioney, 
they cunningly caused the report that God was on earth, &c., with no other view than to induce 
the Carrabeese Indians to accompany them for the real purpose of assisting them against their 
more powerful foe, the Accaways of Rio Coioney. The Carrabeese (those already gone) in mean- 
time are hi total ignorance as to the trap which has been laid for them, and I i-egret to say it has 
Hucceeded to a considemble extent, because several from the Upper Barama have started. 
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Ah to the exact spot which Iuir been selected for the iiiteuded battle 1 am not 
repared to say, but I am quite satisfied that it is to be in the Upper Coiouey, and 
am also satisfied that by following, in the first instance, the course of a cnek. a 
tributary of Coioney Kiver, called Groom, or Kroom, until a pai-ticular landing be discovered. The 
Carrabeese in the neighbourhood of the Penal Settlement are well acquahited with the landing in 
question, and to walk from said landing, which since the general move is well beaten down, for 
abo^jit twenty days will lead to the place appointed for the awful massacre. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, Postholdei^ 

Siqycrintemhnty Eivers and Creeks, Rio PcmerofjH. 
To the Holiourable H. E. F. Young, 

Government Secretary, &c. 
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No. 837. 
Post holder McClintock to Government Secretary, 

Sir, Pomeroon, Janucn*^/ 5, 1<S46. 

I NOW forward my Report for the quarter ending the Slst December, 1845 ; in addition to 
which, I beg to say, that the Can-abeese Indians, of whom I made mention when last in town as 
C having declined to join the Accaways on account of their disbelief respecting the repoii; that '^Tlud 
was on earth," did not return on this account. Tlie real state of the case is, that on their arrival 
at the starting place in Barama Creek they discovered that the Accaways were repairing thither 
for the pui-pose of fighting, which caused that gang (ten in number) to settle again in their old 
quarters, Upper Pomeroon. 

I have &.Q 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, Postholder, 

Sifjyerintendent of Rivers and Creehi, d'c, 
Distriet Ko. 1, Rio Porn croon 
The Honourable H. E. F. Young, Government Secretary, 
&c., &c., &c. 

D 



Inclosure in No. 8^7. 

RejTort of TV, C. McClintock, PostlwJdrr, Superintendent of Rirrrs ond Crerks, nnd Connni^'ifm/ 

of Taxation, Ac, for the Quarter ending December l\'[, 1845. 

YOU II reporter most respectfully craves permission to bring under the notice of his Excellency 
the following extraordinary change that has taken place in the minds of several Carrabeese 
Indians of this district. Most of them until very lately evinced a serious desire to become 

E members of the Established Church, by not only adhering to its rules, but their regular 
attendance to Divine worship, combined with strict attention to a neat and cleanly attire, was, as 
your reporter considered, sufficient to suppose, if not to confirm the then general opinion, that 
civilizati(m was making rapid progress among them, but, painful to say, the contrary has beeu 
the case ; for, to the great surprise of every peraon, to whose knowledge the following melancholy 
facts have been conveyed, those very Indians who showed so much desire to become acquainted 
with the Word of God, have not only abandoned, and otherwise treated with contempt, all kiuds 
of instruction, but absolutely quitted the district (according to report, for good and all), and 
gone to the upper part of the River Coyoney, where they firmly believe the {Supreme Being is 
waiting to receive tnem. 

All the Accaway Indians, numbering about 550, have likewise started, but their removal 
is partly to be attributed to a misunderstanding. They also believe that (jrod is on earth, 
misunderstanding that for a long time existed between them and the Waikas of Coyoney, and is 

1 now to be decided by a fight. The awful massacre is to take place in the upper part of said 
river ; the exact spot is as yet unknown. 

Your reporter, in resuming his remarks, respecting the sudden, and no less singular, move of 
the Carrabeese and Accaway Indians, begs to assert that, upon his mind there is now veiy little 
doubt as to the uncertainty of ever being able to instil into the minds of the adult Indians true 
principles of Christianity ; and, however singular the following may appear, it is no lesH correct 
that the very Indians who have treated the missionary Brett with so much contempt, by dis- 
believing all his admonitions, wore the first to assist your reporter in forming a Mission in a creek 
called Manawareina, a tributary of Morocco ; and, afterwards, in establishing the Waramurie Hill 
Mission, of which he has only to observe that, if it be properly conducted, thousands of Indians 
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will flock to thi' Ku»;'iir estate's of the Arabian coast to seek eiuployment. In proof ot which lie A 
k'^-s the liberty of refenin^- his Exeelleney and the Hononrable the Court of Policy to the 
iiiunorous ccrtificateB accompanying a petition sent in by your reporter in the month of October 
last. 

In explanation of what he means by the term properly conducted is, first and foremost, not 
under any circumstances to allow a missicmary to exercise his influence, shoidd he possess any, in 
tryinfj^ to prevent Indians from becoming industrious, either by repairing to the coast or elsewhere, 
to seek employments. It would be highly impolitic, not only on account of the loss of labour to 
the (/olony, but fot' the well-being of the Indians themselves, to invest so much power in the 
hands of an individual whose principal object in preventing them from mixing with other 
labourere is to gain popularity among them. Indolence, to which most Indians are very much 
prone, should never be encouraged. If the aborigines are to be instructed, let them, at the same 
time, be brought up to industrious habits ; but, to suppose that any real benefit can ever accrue 
to the unfortunate Indians, unless industry be combined with education, is the most mistaken idea B 
that could possibly be entertained in your reporter's opinion, bordering upon as great a diificulty 
as there would be in stopping the cui-rent of the River Pomeroon with a fork. 

Your reporter would also recommend that a missioucary should not, too soon after his appoint- 
ment among Indians, interfere with their habits. There is nothing so likely to cause discontent, 
and eventually a removal. Therefore, to keep the few that are left within the pale of civilization 
thwart them not, particularly in the amusements, even should they, on such occasions, feel 
disposed to indulge in the use of " piwara *' or "pigwarie," a drink prepared by themselves, and, 
hy all who are acquainted with the process, considered a very wholesome and innocent 
beverage. 

Your reporter, previous to going to Massarooiiy, where, on account of the extreme illness of 
part of his family, he was compelled to repair, made arrangements with a person in Pomeroon 
to furnish materials to paal off the front of the post ; but, in consequence of not being able to ,^ 
procure others to assist him, he was unable to move in the matter; and your reporter finding ^ 
that, by giving it out as a job. [it] would cost a sum bordering on 500 dollars, has deemed it pnident 
(for the purpose of saving expense) to hire Indians to cut, delivtT, &c., all the materials required 
tor completing the job in question : which, if he can bon'ow a punt to convey the paals, &c., will 
be finished ab(mt the middle of February. The dAvelling- house, he is in hopes, will be made 
Imbitable about the sanu? period. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Post holder^ Superintendent of Eivers and reels, &c., 

l)ere)7i/>cr 31, 184"). Distrivf No. 1, Rio Pov^eromi, 
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No. s;is. 

Report of W. C. \fcClu\tocL\ Postholder, River Pomeroon, for the Quarter end iny June *60^ 184fi. 

Slieweth : 

THAT during the whole of this quarter he was occupied looking after a gang of Worrow 
Indians whom he employed to cut hardwood posts with other materials to paal off tlie front dam 
of the post. 

Y'om' reporter cannot help expressing the great difficulty he experienced in carrying on a job 
of this kind, owing to the Indians total ignorance of such work. Notwithstanding, however, he 
Hucceeded, by labouring in company with them, to have finished in the short space of five days, K 
\rith a similar number of Indians, 100 feet, leaving a distance of 300 feel or thereabouts to be 
(lone. He fears it must remain unfinished for a few weeks, in consequence of the general 
ill-health thai at present exists among almost all the Indians of this district. Scarcity of food has 
been the principal cause of so much sickness. Most Indians have been compelled to repair to the 
more remote parts of the forest to seek sustenance. Some went in search of the Ita palm, from 
which a descnption of bread is prei)ared by them called " arvo," whilst others prefeiTed the fruits, 
8iich as the wild cashaw, bartiibally, &c., but the result to all who had recourse to such extremes 
pn>\^ed most distressing, for dysentery broke out amongst them, and succeeded in carrying oflf 
many, botli young and old, and there are numbers at this moment sufi*ering from the sfime 
disease. 

Y'our reporter liaving had repeated applications from Indians for medecines, he takes the 
liberty to suggest the absolute necessity of funiishing the Post with a large chest well stocked 
with good medecines, and to be kept for the use of those unfortunate children of nature. To ^ 
(comply Avith his request would not only be an act of the greatest charity, but eventually be the 
means of completely abolishing the present barbarous practice of appealing in cases of sickness 
t(» a set of people called '* Peai,'^ men who are noted as being particularly skilful in killing their 
patients instead of curing them. 

Y^our reporter begs to say tliat on the 7th ,Iuly the dwellijjg-house at the Post will be 
sufficiently advanced as to enable him to remove into it. Besides giving the house a thorough 
repau*, he erected, and assisted in doing so %vath his own hands, a building 60 feet by 20 feet for 
the accommodation of Indians, and, to add to their comforti he has had the windward end of said 
building boarded up and made eompletelv mosquito proof; but to give the Post an appearance of 

[69G— 6] ' 2 P 
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\ civilization a koker is requisite, for uutil the place is clraiuerl no planting or improvements of any 
fieficription can be made, and as all the money ivhich his Excelh^ncy so kindly gi-anted for thv 
benefit of this Post is exhausted without being able to get a koker, he takes the liberty to suggest 
that one be made at the Penal Settlement for this Post, it <M>nld be framed there without mucli 
trouble or expense, and, after it was finished, forwarded to town, and from there it could easily be 
sent down bv one of the Pomeroon boats. 

As there still remains several small jobs to be done to tiie dweUing-house, he will defer until 
these be finished to furnish a full, and he trusts, a most satisfactory statement of the expeusen 
incun'ed at the Post, and he hopes that, after an examination of the accounts, and also (►f the 
buildings, front dam, &c., it Avill be discovered that some (jriKlit is due to your reporter, not only 
on account of economy, but for his exertions of ])oth niin<l and b<>dv in the (execution of Irig 
Excellency's wishes respecting this Post. 

Your reporter being so constantly employed at the lV>st, he did not visit Waramory Mission, 
B but he is aware that, owing to the very gi-eat scarcity of food, few, if any, attend school. Tlie 
Cabucabory ilission has also been neglected for the same reason as that of Wavamory. 

Your repoi-ter is glad to be able to announce the return of several Accaway Indians from the 
Upper Coyoney to Barama Creek, where they fonnerly resided. Four of them called at the Post 
on their way to town and observed as follows : — 

" That a Carrabeese Indian, who had to be educated bv the Rev. ^Ir. Burnau at the Grove 
Mission, was the cause of such a general move among them that he (the Carrabeese) is still with 
the Accaways in the Upper Coyoni, and having to a considerable extent made them believe that 
the said Carrabeese is a messenger sent among them by the Almighty, will be the means of 
preventing their return. 

(Signed) W. (\ :SIcCLINT()(JK, 

Fosthohhv, rfr., Rio Pomeroon, 

June 30, 1846. 
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N.B. — The Covonv is a tributary of the Amaeura. 



No. 839. 

Report of W. C. MrCliutock, Poftiholder, Pomeroon, for the. Quarter endimj Si*piember 30, 184fi. 

-^ Sir, I'ost Pomeroon, October 2, 184C. 

I HAVE the honour to forward my report for the quarter ending the 30th September. 

I have &c 
(Si'rned) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Post/wlrfrr, Rio Pomfro^m. 
To tlie Honourable H. K. K Young, (lovernnient Secretary, 
&c., »S:c., i^e. 



E Report. 

Sheweth : 

THAT during this qiuirter he was (jiie month absent from his district owing to a severe attack 
of fever, the cause of which having been fully explained by his n^port ending the 30th June, a repe- 
tition would be superfluous ; he will therefore confine any fiu-ther remarks on this subject to an 
account of his trip, which, after quitting the post, was din^cted to Plantation Anna Regina, the 
residence of Phillip Hughes, Esq., under whose hospitable roof he Avas enteitixined for one wt*ek. 
Mr. H.'s extreme attention contributed greatly towards the recovery of his health. From Anna 
Regina he proceeded to Airy Hall, and from there he went to town by steamer, and from 
thence to Her M. P. Settlement in a schooner called the ''New Betsy." To pass without 
noticing the comforts he experienced wliile in this boat, which, in your ri^porter's humble opinion, 
was entirely attributable to the owner's, Mr. Bruninghanson's most excellent and praiseworthy 
Y arrangement of not allowing sjurits in any shape to be used by the crew, would be an act of the 
greatest injustice towards Mr. B., whose attention to your reporter during the passage wa« 
unbounded, and caused the time to appeal* as but a day, wnere^as the fourth had nearly rolled over 
before a landing at the settlement was eflFected ; this, however, was owing to light winds. 

Your reporter remained only three and a-half days at the settlement, and retuiiied by his own 
corial to the post on the 25th August, almost ([uite restored to his usual good health. On Ins 
arrival he learned with regi-et that sickness to considerable, extent still prevailed among the 
Lidians of this district, and many (especially ehildren) had died. As scarcity of food has been the 
principal cause of so much distress, it is to be hoped now, as their casst\<hi has come into bearin*;:, 
that, instead of their condition being one of misery and want, it will be that of the greatest plenty, 
and, no doubt, as they improve in health and strength, the sugar plantations cm the Arabian 
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coast will, as ibrinorly, benefit by their K.ervioes. He meaus the Woirow Indians, who are the most A. 
numerouK, b*»ing, as they are, the principal inliabitants of ilorocco Creek and its tributaries, as 
also of the Rivei*8 Winey, Bareenia, and Amacoora and their various streams. The total number 
of this most useful tribe varies from i\i)oi) to 4,000, but while speaking of their numbers, is it not too 
painful to be aware that out of so large a population not more on an avemge than 200 derive any 
benefit from the Mission established by your reporter. Don't such a fact loudly call for the immediate 
adoption of some active fteps to try and improve the condition of those unfortimate children of 
the woods ? Something to stimulate them to more constant habits of industry is the gi-eat want, 
or, in other words, to ombine industry with educati<m, without which, he much fears, little liope 
remains of being able to remove thera from the present deplorable st^ite of barbarism, and he can- 
not help adding his surprise that although the system of combining one with the other is univer- 
sally acknowledged to l^e the oidy one at all likely to civilize the Indians, still nothing ever has 
been adopted to put so praiseworthy a plan into execution. 

Your reporter, witli all due ros])ect, begs leave to state that, to establish steady habits of B 
industry among Indians, they must, first and foi*emost, be induced to remove to the low but more 
luxuriant soil of this magnificent province, a soil that will yield to them many crops, and 
abundantly. 

The general unproductiveness of the high lands of this district after the first crop compels the 
Indians to wander about in search of other hills, thereforts to curb this propensity, which, without 
a shadow of doubt, is the nuiin barrier towards civilizing them, can only be accomplished, in your 
reporter's humble opinion, by placing them in possession of land such as he has already described, 
and, to enable your reporter to hold out to the Indians such inducements as may be likely to 
<'ause them to remove from their present hiding-places down to the post, he begs to suggest that 
a sum of money be granted for the pui*pose of having the post lands reclaimed, and after being 
ih-ained and thoroughly protected from the sea, to be laid out into lots and given over to such 
Indians as may feel disposed to settle thereon, of which your reporter is prepared to say there are p 
many. 

Your ropoiler ccnisiders it necessary to observe that, witliin the last month, eighteen coolie 
labourers have been, by Benjamin Bunbury, brought to Pomeroon, to be employed as trooli© 
rntters, at which they are reported to perform a fair day's work. 

Your reporter, in conclusion, has to stiite that the few jobs of carpenter work, of which men- 
tion was made in last quarter's report, are not (juite finished, in consequence of your reporter 
having to furnish his own money towards getting them completed, but as soon as all matters con- 
nected ^\'ith post are made square — or, in other words, given over by tlie carpenter — a correct 
statement wnll be made out, and the same, in due fonn, laid before his Excellency the Governor, 
whose opinion thereon your reporter trusts may prove satisfactory. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, FustMder, Saj^enntcmlcnt of 

Rivera arul Crcekfi, and Commissari/ of lixxation, dCr., 
^'or District No. 1, IHrer Pomeroon. D 

Sepfendfcr 30, 1846. 



Xo. 840. 

Rejtort of W. C, McClintiH;k^ Posthohlery liicer Pomeroon^ for the Quarter ending Ueeember 31, 1846. 

Sir, Post-houae, Pomeroon lUrer, January 4, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to forward my reports for the quarter ending the 31st December, 1846, ^ 
with an account cm-rent of money, &c., and materials sold for repairs of post-house, out- 
buildings, &c., all of which I tnist will be fomid satisfactory. 

I have, &c. 
(Si.i,rned) W. C McCLINTOCK, Podholder, 

Sffperlniendcut of Crcek>i and Rivers, A'e.^far 
Distriet No. 1, Rio Pomerooii. 



Inclosure 1 in Xo. 840. 



Jteport. 



P 



YOUR reporter, with all due respect, begs again to be permitted to bring under your 
Excellency's consideration his views for proposing to drain the lands adjoining the post, which are 
as follows: firstly, for the purpose of inducing Indians, especially those who at present inhabit 
the banks of the Rivers Winey and Bareema, to locate thereon; secondly, to improve the general 
condition of those people by combining industry with education ; and thirdly, as this last can 
only be accomplished by placing the Indian in" possession of land capable of yielding large 
returns, he considere the post better calculated to answer his expectations than any other part of 
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A the district, and, as it will be yeeii that lie lias no motive other than to benefit tlie poor Indians, 
and to be for the general good of all such people, he is in hopes that many hands will bt.' raiKed 
in favour of them, and necessary steps adopted to enable your reporter to set on foot such a 
desirable imdei-taking, which, if attended with success, will contribute more to civilize the Indi«n>; 
than all the education that has been expended on them. To alter the mhids of those people wjis 
[not?] to entitle them to be called civilized, for, as yet, there are but lew, if, indeed, any, deserving tln' 
appellation. Habits of industry, in some way or otluT, should be combined with education, siicli 
as they receive, otherwise the vn\d blood will most assuredly break out, as it has already dom; in 
too many instances. It is a sore subject to be obliged to repeat, but, nevertheless, true, that, ou this 
most essential point, nothing until now" has ever been proposed, not c^ven a trial made. But to expresK 
himself fully as to where he considei-s the fault, his [opinion ?] would, perhaps, be thought officious ; 
therefore, to avoid that, he will confine his observations simply to tliis, that inost of the Indians 
in this district are willing enough to do anything to improve tneir condition, provided an example 
^ be set for them, and, from your reporter being personally acquainted with almost every Indian in 
this part of the Colony, and knowing how very ready they are, at all times, to follow his advice— 
for he can ^vith safety declare that he never yet recommended any change to them that did not 
in some way prove beneficial — has induced your reporter to bring this matter a second time to tin- 
notice of your Excellency and Honourable Court in the hope that liis suggestions will be favourably 
entertained, and, if approved of, your reporter humbly prays that a sum of money adequate to 
defray the expenses of the following jobs may be grantea, viz. : — 

To drain 100 acres of land belonging to the post; to make and put in a large koker; and 
to erect a few cottages for the use of such of the Indians as may, through yoiu* reporter's exertions, 
be induced to settle down at the post. 

The Warramory Hill Mission, wliich your reporter established, has been for several months 
past totally neglected, firstly, on accoimt of the extreme illness of Mrs. Nowers, and, latterly, 
/-I by the removal fer good and all of th(^ Kev. .lames Nowers, the missionaiy, to the Arabian coast. 
No person as yet has been appointed to fill up the vacancy occasioned by this change. 

Your reporter, for nearly the whole of this quarter, has been at the post getting the front dam 
paaled ofl; wliieh is finished so far as to prevent the sea from eating it away, but, to make it perfect. 
it has still to be raised, and superintending Indians cutting bush on a piece of land close to the 
dwelling-house intended for the cultivation of plantains. He was also employed looking after 
Indians, men aiwl women, carrying gi-ound to raise underneath dwelling-house and out-buildiu^v, 
and to put manicol laths all roimd house as a preventative to tigei*s encroaching, having already 
lost by them : poultry, thirty head, hogs, fifteen, and two most valuable dogs. 

Your reporter begs to attach to this report, for his Excellency's information, an aeeonut 
current of money, &c., received, and materials sold, for repairs of post-house, &c„ which will sIkiav 
that, over and above th(^ amounts received, he has paid away the sum of 302 dol. S() c. He considei-s 
it almost unnecessary to add how extremely hard he was compelled to labour, in mind as w^ell as 
D body, to get the work at the post advanced as far as it is, and most earnestly tru8t>j it will be 
seen by the statements now forwarded that there was every possible energy used by him, as well 
as the strictest ecojiomy observed througliout to have the work performed ; and lie now most 
earnestly entreats his Exc^ellency and Honourable Court \vi\\ be graciously pleased to order the 
said sum of 302 dol. SO e.. which he has paid out of his very limited means, to be refunded to 
him, and fiu'ther grant such an increase of salaiy as your Honourable (^ourt may deem meet under 
the circumstances of the great expenses he is compelled to incur in the many and onerous duties, 
as Avill be seen by the following sftitement. 

And your reporter as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

Dol. c. 
YoQi* reporter's salary for performing the duties of Postholder, Superintendent of Rivurs and 

Creeks, Commissary of Ta.\ation, and Justice of the Peace, is .. .. .. .. 1,200 00 

"P A large corial . . . . . . » , 

A medium size corial 

Five Indians, viz., four paddlers and a steersman, at 8 dollars each per montii 

binding hve men, at 17 cents each }K'r day, for twelve months 

Wages of cook, at 8 dollars per m mth, for one year 

House boy, at 4 dollars per month, for one year. . 

Housemaid, at 4 dollars per month, for one year .. 

1,064 50 



Dol. 


c. 


60 00 


30 


00 


480 


00 


302 


50 


90 


00 


48 


00 


48 


00 



135 50 

Surely your Excelleney and lt<jnom'able Court will not consider the small sum of 135 dol.50(% 
sufficient to supply himself and iamily with the common necessaries of life for the space of twelve 
months, 

(Signed) W. C. McCLlNTOCK, PaHthohier, 

J' !Siq)erintcndent of Hive rs and Creeks, Coinmiftmnj of 

Jk'ceitiher \]\., 1846. Ta.mtion, &r., Ik leer Pomeroon. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 840. 

Account Current of Money, &c., received and Materials sold for repairs of Post-house, Pomeroon, 

by W. C. McClintock, Postholder, &c. 



D&. 



To cash received from liis Excellency « • 

Dol. c. 
,t materials delivered Plantation Better 

Success.. .. .. .. 213 84 

„ materials deliTered Plantation Devon- 
shire Castle . . . . . . 280 00 

,, materials delivered Plantation Anna 

Kegina.. .. .. .. 180 00 



Dol. c. 
500 00 



673 84 




By paid James Waldron. carpenter, for finishing 
dwelling-house, erecting kitchen, &c., as per 
contract, which I hold . . . • 

R. Henderson for careing dwelling-house pre. 
vious to employing carpenter 

Indians for cutting troolies and wood for plan- 
tations Better Success, Devonshire Castle, 
Anna Reg^ina . . • . • • . . 

Adelaid Smith for plantains for the Indians at 
A ost •• «. •• •• •• 

George Blackburn for plantains for the use of 
Indians employed at post . . 

Booker Bros, and Co. for two 4-quintal casks 
fish for Indians at post while cutting 
troolies, &c. . . . . . . • . 

William Henry and Co. for lumber, clapboards, 
nails, locks, bi Its^ slay-bars for shutters, &c... 

John Coxall for putting points underneath house 
to support the beams of ditto 

Indians for filling in the Indians logie, 
60 by 20 feet, with ground, and carrying 
paals to front dam, aud draining and cutting 
the same •• •• .. .. 

Hobt. Bridgwater for cutting 200 hard wood 
paals lor dam . . 

Henry Jones lor 20 lbs. nails and six pairs 
T-hinges ■ . • . • • • . 

Hendrick, Indian, for troolieing Indian logie . . 
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Amount received . • • • 

Amount due to W. C. McClintock 



Ctt. 

Dol. c. 

374 00 
14 00 

230 66 

25 00 

120 25 

32 00 

373 29 

2 00 



290 00 

50 00 

5 50 
20 00 



1,536 70 
1,173 84 



362 86 



« 



Receipts to prove the above can be produced if required. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, Postholder, &c. 

December 31, 1846. 
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No. 841. 
Beport of W. C. McClintock^ Postholder^ Pomeroon^ for the Quarter ending March 31, 1847. 

^ii', Post house, Poineroon, April 12, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to forward my report for the quarter ending the 31st March, and beg 
that it may be brought before the Combined Court if necessary, in the hope that that honourable body 
Aviil be pleased to grant in the first instance the boards to protect the dwelling-house from being 
washed away by the sea, and, secondly, the amount of 300 dollars to defray the expenses of same 
together with that of a koker, and any assistance you can render will be doing a great benefit 
tor this post 

I have &iC 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Postholde7\ cfcc, Pomeroon, 



E 



Inclosure in No. 841. 

Report, 
Slieweth: 

THAT on Monday, the 15th Februaiy, at the hour of 12, he received from the Rev. W. H. 
]>rott a communication containing the following information: "A family of Carabeese Indians, 
inhabitants of Pomeroon, having been kept in a state of great alarm by a number of Accaways ''' 
skulking near their house, and apprehending an attack they came to the hill for protection." The 
r.iverend gentleman also stated that on Sunday night, the 14th Febniary, Accaways made their 
appearance at the Mission, and are said to iiave been seen in considerable force surrounding the 
< arabeese village, and that a young Caiib named .Fohn had been "struck down" by a blow on 
the leg within a few yards of the house in which the Carabeese Captain resided. Ths reverend 
iiither stated that your reporter's presence seems indispensable. 

L6»6— 6j 2 Q 
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A Two hours after the receipt of this infoi-mation he quitted the post, and at 1 o'clock Tuesday 

morning, the Ifith February (having travelled the whole night), he had an interview with tlio 
Indian .John, who was reported to have been "struck down." After putting many quej^tions to 
the said John, and listening with due respect to all he had to say in reply, your reporter 
immediately anived at the following conclusion. 

That the alarm raised by the Carabeese Indians, while on Cabacaboiy Hill, originateil 
entirely through superstition. Unfortunately, no missionary has yet been able to alter their 
belief, that persons after death have power to injure them, or, in their own way i)f expressing it. 
the Yahn Peler arrows of the dead have struck us. Knowing how likely this would cause ai> 
abandonment of the Mission, he deemed it necessary to proceed as far up the Pomeroon as a placy 
called "Aria" (the creek after which this 8:jttlement is named is 40 miles from the Mission) for 
the purpose of calling a meeting of all the Indians in and about the neighbourhood of said creek, 
and, after a considerable number having assembled, your reporter admonished them as to their 
-^ folly in believing such nonsense ; and, for their future guidance, he recommended them to listen 
with greater attention the good advice always admininterei by the missionary of the district. 
The following day he bid them adieu, and, on the 23rd February arrived at the post, where h»; 
had not been many days when a circular, with respect to subscriptions for the relief of Irish and 
Scotch, was handed to him. 

Yonr reporter knowing that little in this way would be accomplished among Indians, unless 
particulars were explained to them, &c., for he regrets to say there are but few Indians who 
know the value of money, he. f'^r that purpose, went firstly to Morocco Jind recommended th« 
inhabitants of that part to give, where money could not be procured, a bottle of cassarip. This 
mode of payment seemed to relieve them considerably, and, before he left the creek, many bottles 
full of cassarip will bo handed over to the Kev. Mr. Cullen, to be by him transmitted to town 
and sold. 
Q Your reporter has also to state that the Ari-awacks, together with several Carabeese Iiuliaiis 

at Cabacabory Mission, rendered to this charitable undertaking considerable assistance. 

Your reporter, dm-ing the quarter, made frequent tours through his district. He visited 
many of the Indian settlements in the Upper Pomeroon, and while there was truly glad to 
discover that several Accaways had again established themselves in that part of the river. On his 
return from Pomeroon, he went to the Tapacooma Lock, and afterwards to the post^ and from 
thence to Manawareiua and Ilimara Cabora Creeks, and, lastly, to the upper part of Moroeco. 
This portion of the creek is by far the most interesting, indeed, beautiful, and. suigular to sa}-, 
only known to a few Indians. For which r^^ason, your reporter felt particular anxiety to follow 
its course throughout. In this, however, he was disappointed, for after a day's journey, or 
thereabouts, the grass and Moco-Mocos became so thick, as to cause a complete bander to 
further progress, at any rate until the next wet season. 

Perhaps, as it is not generally known, it may not be out of place to mention here that tht* 
J3 Morocco Creek returns to the sea, at, or close by, a point commonly called "Komwatha."* This 
point is distant from the jiost about 9 miles. 

During the quarter, Indians from this district have floched to the Arabian coast, in search of 
employment, and met with encouragement wherever they went. For instance, at Anna Regiiui 
Estate there were 100 at work throughout the whole of the quarter. 

Your reporter, with the greatest deference and respect, begs to draw the attention of his 
Excellency and Honourable Court to the circumstance of his having, according to instructions, 
made up a high front dam at the post, but that owing to the late* very high spring tides, accoiii- 
panied by strong north winds, several parts of it have been washed away, and he is now fiilly 
convinced that, without the assistance of boards, hardwood slabs wouhl answer, it Aviil be 
nnpossible to make up substantially the front dam, which, although protected by paals, is fa.st 
being destroyed by the sea. 

To attain this object, your reporter most respectfully suggests that the Superintendent ot 
E Her Majesty's Penal Settlement be authorized to furnish this post with hardwood slabs, to tin; 
amount of 4,000 feet, the freight of which your reporter undertakes to pay, as soon as the boat 
that lands the boards delivers a load of troolies and one of wood to an estate that has kindiv 
given him the order, and he now begs to say that in case the above proj)osal meets the wishes ot 
his Excellency and Hcmourable Court, a further siun of 300 dollars will be required. This, 
however, your reporter respectfully submits, will embrace the expense of making, and {)utting in, 
a koker, to drain the lands attached to the post. 

Your reporter, therefore, prays that your Honourable Court will be graciously pleased to 
grant an order to the Superintendent of Her Majesty's Penal Settlement to furnish Pomeroon 
post, with 4,000 feet of hardwood slabs, for the protection of the Iront dam of said post, and, 
iurther. grant the sum of 300 dollars for the purpose of purchasing of nails, &c., and to defray 
carpenter's expenses in perfecting the front dam, and making and putting in a large koker to 
drain the lands attached to the post. 
'' And your reporter, as in duty boimd, shall ever pray. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLlNTOCK, Postholder, Snperintmdent of 

Ulcers and C reeks, ami Commissnry of Ta*ratio7i, ttc, 
for District JVo, 1, lUo romcroon, 
March 31, 1847. 



* Refers to Kamwatta Puint on sea. coast. 
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No. 842. 

Report of W, C, McClintocl\ Postholder, River Pomcroon,for the Quarter ending June 30, 1847. 

Sheweth : 

THAT, during this quarter, he made frequent tours throuf>;li his distric^t, visited several \^ 
Indian settlements, and had many interviews with Indians sucli as he considered intelligent 
enough to appreciate his admonitions as to the great advantages to be derived by establisliing 
themselves in the low but more luxuriant parts of this province, at the same time naming the 
lands adjoining the post as a fit spot for that purpose, firstly, on account of its fertility; secondly, 
its proximity to the sea, where fish and game aboimd ; thirdly, the Arabian coast beuig so easy 
of access ; and, fourthly, on accoimt of a ccmstant supply of fresh water which the Wakopow 
Oeek affords. All these united, your reporter could not do otherwise than to arrive at the 
following conclusion : that the lanas attached to the post are particularly well adapted to train 
up Indians to agricultural pursuits, or, in other words, pt-rhaps more appropriate to the subject, tn 
combine industry -with education. To enter into detail as to the ditficulty, or, njore properly 
speaking, the impossibihty, to civihze the Indians, unless a system, if not the same, at least 
approximating to the one proposed, be adopted, he considera unnecessary, inasmuch as being 
under the impression that many able reports upcm the same subject have from time to time B 
reached your Excellency and Honourable Court, not only through missionaries, whose duty it is 
to render every information on all mattei'S touching the civilization of Indians, but also" from 
persons equally, if not better, acquainted with the character of the people; wliich your reporter, 
Avith all due respect, now takes the liberty to represent, in the hope that he may yet receive from 
your Excellency and Hcmourable Court a sum of mcmey to enable hun to try and raise the Indians 
of this district from their present disgraceful state of barbarism to a condition calculated to place 
them on the same footing, and entitle them to similar advantages as other labourers of British 
Guiana. 

Your reporter considers it necessary to observe that his unceasing efforts to induce the 
Indians to abandon the high lands, and settle down on the low, has succeeded far beyond 
anticipation, and he is quite sanguine as to the possibility of getting several families at once to 
live at the i)ost, provided the lands be properly drained, and cottages for them erected thereon, ^ 
the Indians agreeing to furnish all materials required for such buildings, except lumber, nails, &c. ^ 
As this proposal emanates from the Indians, and [is] no doubt calculated to a considerable extent to 
save expense, it would be necessaiy, notwithstanding, to lay oul"., before cottages could be erected, 
a sum bordering on 2,000 dollars, to enable your reporter to have the following jobs performed, 
two of which, even should his design to try and civilize the Indians be rej(*cted, are at this 
moment indispensable, such as a large koker and about 4,000 feet hardwood plank slabs, to 
j)rotect the front dam from wash, and, lastly, although not absolutely necessary unless an Indian 
village be established, there are 100 acres of land whicli would require to be drained, dams 
raised, and the bush cut down, &c. 

Your reporter is sorry to be obliged to state that, until now, no person has been appointed to 
Waramury Mission. It is gratifying, however, to observe that the Indians generally appear 
much conceriied and particularly anxious to have a teacher placed once more amimg them. It is 
equally distressing to be obliged to state that the Rev. W. Hrett, on account of illness, has been T) 
compelled to quit the district for good and all; consequentlv both Missions are v«icant. 

(Signed) W. C. xMcCLINTOCK, Vodholder, 

Superintejidcnt of Rivers and Creoles, dc, far 

June 30, 1847. District No. 1, Rio Pomcrouiu 



No. 843. 



Petition from W. C, AfcClintock, Postholdcr, to Court of Policy (June 30, 1847), -^ 

Sheweth : 

THAT during this quarter he made frequent tours through the district, directing his 
particular attention to Morocco, having from time to time received information that in all the 
month of June several Spanish traders were expected, but, unfortunately, he could not remain 
any length of time in the creek ; consequently, all those who had cigars sold almost all they 
brought up to the inhabitants of Morocco, which he did not learn until the parties had alreadv 
reached the coast To try and prevent a recurrence of this kind it will be requisite that your 
reporter erect a house in the upper part of Morocco Creek beyond the village,* and on a spot by 
which all corials, &c., would be compelled to pass. Unless a precaution similar to what he has 
proposed be established, it is totally out of his power to be responsible or to collect duties from 
the Oronoko traders. Your reporter considers it almost unnecessary to add that it would be F 

* Evidently refers to the Indian centre at Mariuba (^anta Rosa). 
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J^ contrary to the duties of his office, even admitting he was made welconie by the Morocco people, 
Spaniards, which is quite the reverse, to occupy any part of their dwelh'ngs while m tlu- 
])erfonnance of his duties as Commissary. ( ■onsequently, to enable hi;n to act hidependently, which 
he feels himself, by oath as well as j)rinciple, bound to do, there is but one step to be adopted, 
and that is, to erect a building in the upper part of Morocco Creek on a site such as he would 
select. 



B 




rejxirter tlio small sum of 150 dollars for the piu'pose already ascribed, and your reporter, in duty 

bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Commissary of TajraUon. 



No. 844. 



Eepoi't oj Seflor Andres Level on the Missions of Guayana, 



(^Extracts.) 



•' Li'AoI's Report on 
tlu' Missions of 
<iuayai»n.'* Pp. 1-17. 



Vislta d las misiones de la Guayana. 

^ Sr. Secretario de Estado en el Despacho del 
Interior. 

Caracas 5 de Jiilio de 1847. 
ESTA cumplida la resolucion dictada j)or el 
Gobierno en el afio ])asado, disponiendo que el Sr. 
(lobernador de Guayana nombrani sujeto que con 
el canicter de Visitador paaase a visitar las misiones 
de loH distritos del Norte de aquella provincia, es 
decir, Alto Orinoco, Bajo Orinoco y Central. 
Hcmrome acjuel majistrado con el encargo. y tengo 
la satisfaecion de anunciar al Gobierno, que he 
llevado a cabo la visita, no reduciendome precisa- 

Tj mente a los lugares designados por la resolucion, 
como se vera por este mforme en que doy cuenta 
de mi coniision, y por el gran cuadro que d el 
acompano, en el cual estd detallada la visita de 
una manera sinoptica, y espresada la estadistiea de 
cada lugar. 

Nombrado que fui, desde luego mi primer paso 
fue pedir al Sr. Gobernador sus ordenes, y las 
recomendaciones y noticias conducentes al exito 
de la visita. Nada tuvo que anadir su senoria a 
los puntos (pie abraza la resolucion del Golderno: 
]>ero con todo el in teres que era de esperarse, me 
j7 proveyo de lo demas, y muy especial mente de la 
relacicm ntmiinal de las misiones de la provincia. 
Es la misma que se vo inserta en la Gaceta num^ 
818. 

Este documento debio ser mi itinerario : y asi 
fue: De consiguiente, si di a la visita el 
ensanche que el cuadro demuestra visitando 
lugares cpie no son ni han sido misiones, lugares 
de (pie s(do ([uedan hoy hjs sitios, y aim sitios que 
jamas han estado poblados, fud ponpieunosy otros 
estiln inscritos como tales misiones en la nomina 
de (jue se me provey(). Por mas (pie yo tuviese al 
y recibirla, evidencia 6 certidumbre de antemano de 
(pie lo eran, una decidida voluntad de mi })artepor 
visitarlo todo, examinarlo todoy pon(^r aUiobierno 
en cuenta cierta de todo, me determiiu) a adoptar 
como itinerario a(piella n()mina de misiones. 
Ademas, me venia de maiKJS de la primera autori- 
dad, y mi dogma en punto a orden es, suponer el 
acierto, entre (^uien manda y (piien obedece, de 
pane del primero. 



Visit to tlie Missions of Guayana, 



The Secretary of State of the Interior, 

Cardcas, July 5, 1847. 

THE Eesolution dictated by the Govemment 
last year has been carried into effect, directing 
the Governor of Guayana to appoint a person 
who, in tlie- character of Inspector, should visit 
the Missi(ms of the northern districts of that pp>- 
vince, that is to say. Upper Orinoco, Lower 
Orinoco, and Central. That Magistrate honoured 
me with the conunissi(m, and 1 have the satis- 
faction of announcing to the Government that 1 
have concluded the inspection, not restricting my- 
self exactly to the places designated by the 
Kesolution, as will be seen by this Eeport, in 
whidi I i^ive an account of mv commission, and bv 
the large sheet which accompanies it, in whicli 
the inspection is detailed in a synoptical lonu, 
and tlie statistics of each place are given. 

Uj)on my appointment my first step was to ask 
the Governor at once for his orders, and for the 
recommendations and information which would 
conduce to the success of the in8i)ection, Hi> 
Excellency had nothing to add to the points 
em])raced by the Eesolution of the Govemment ; 
but he provided me with everything else, with all 
the zeal that w^as to be expected, and especially 
with the Keturn of the names of the Missions of 
the province. It is the same which is inserted in 
No. 818 of the Gazette. 

This document was to serve as mv itinerarv, 
and so it was. Gonse(piently, if I enlarged the 
in8j)ection as shown in the sheet, visiting placej^ 
that are not and have not been IVIissions, placets 
of which onlv the sites now remain, and even 
sites which have never l)een settled, it was because 
they were entered as such Missions on the list 
w^th which I was provided. However much 
evidence or certainty I possessed beforehand as t<' 
what they were, my lixed intention was to visit all, 
examine all, and to give the Government an exact 
account of all, and this determined me to adopt 
that list of ilissions as my itinerary. Moreover, 
it came to me fn)m the hands of the liigliert 
authority, and my dogma as to an order is to 
suppose that, between the one who coniniands 
and the one who obeys, discretion is on the sideot 
the former. 
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Ia Jistribucion c[ue sigue coiuprende todos los 
nonibre.s inscritos en la iiuinina, los cuales se 
hallaraii en el cuadro, bajo las niisuias distiiicioiies 
con que aqui los detallo. 

So7i pueblos de Espanoles solos y jior tanto 
Parroquialcs Civiles. 

Orocopiehe. 

Alniaeen. 

Borbon. 

Moitfico. 

La Piedra. 

Aripao. 

Cuchivero. 

Caicara. 

Altagracia \^las Bonitas en la nomina), 

Curiapo 

Son Caserios de Indios solos : 

CeiTo de Mono. 
Tapaquire. 
Curumiitopo. 
Caniuriea. 

Son misfus de LuJios y EspafiolfH : 

Puioiei. 

Ilrbana. 

Bareeloneta. 

Zacupana. 

San Pedro de Caura. 

Piacoa. 

Santa Catalina. 

Pedernales. 



The distribution which follows includes all the A 
names inscribed on the list, which will be found 
in the sheet, luider the same forms as those under 
which thev are enumerated here : — 

Towns of Spaniards only, and therefore Civil 

Parishes. 

Orocopiehe. 

Almacen. 

Borbon. 

Moitaco. 

La Piedra. 

Aripao. B 

Cuchivero. 

Caicara. 

Altaji:racia (Las Bonitas in the list). 

Curiapo 

Villa{/es of Indians only. 

Cerro de Mono. 
Tapaipiire. 
Curumutopo. 
( 'amurica. 

Of Indiana and Spaniardn mixed. 

l^iruei. 

Urban a. 

Barceloneta. 

Zacupana. 

San IVdro de Caura. 

IMacoa. 

Santa (Aitalina. 

Pedernales. 



c 



Son desjwhiados de que solo existen los Sitios : 

Sal-si-puedes. 

Merei. 

La lagima. 

Soledad. 

Capuchino. 

Encaramada. 

Caserios entre el Caura y. 

El Orinoco, (Xinguno hay). 

Currucai. 

Alto Paragua. (Ninguna poblacion). 

Aragviao. (Nunca ha estado poblado). 

Merejina. (Ix) niismo). 

Giiinicpiina. (Lo mismo.) 

Baracaro. 

Cangi'ejo. (Xunca se pobb)). 

Macareo. (Xunca ha estado poblado). 

Caserios del Deltii. (Xiuguno hay). 

FaUan en los Preeedente>i : 

Vieja Guayana. (De solo esi)arioles). 

Panapana. (Misto), 

Maripa. (Misto). 

Tucuragua. (De indios s(dos). 

m * * * 

Prosigo i)or el orden en (|ue estii escrita la reso- 
lucion del Gobierno (pie previene : — 

" Se le informe razonadamente sobre el estado 
actual de las Misiones." 

"Sobre lo que hayan adelantado 6 atrazado, 
durante el rcjimen existente." 

" Sobre las causas ([ue hayan influido en los 
resultados quo se ol>serven." 

Ya dejo escrito (pie el esUido actual de las 
que se hau llamado Misiones, tanto como el de los 

[696-6] 



Uninhabited, only tlie Sites remmniny. 

Sal-si-puedes. D 

Merei. 

La I^is^una. 

Soledad. 

Capuchino. 

Encaramada. 

Villages between the Caura and the Orinoco 

(there are none). 
Currucai. 

Up})er Paragua (no settlement). 
Araguao (has never been settled). 
Merejina (the same). 
Giiiniipiina (the same). 

Iiaracaro. E 

Cangrejo (never was settled). 
Macareo (has never been settleci). 
Villages of the delta (there are none). 

Wanting in the Precexling. 

Old Guayana (Spaniards only). 
Panapana (mixed). 
Maripa (mixed). 

Tucuragua (Indians only). 

« * ♦ « 

I proceed in the order in which the Resolution 
of the (iovernment is written, which directs: — -P 

" To make careful inquiries into the actual state 
of the i fissions. 

*' As to whether they have progressed or retro- 
graded during the existing Government. 

" As to the causes which have led to the results 
which are observed." 

I have already written that the actual state of 
thosi' wliicli are called Missions, as well as that of 

2 R 
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A pueblos 6 lugares que no siendolo, he visitado, lo 
(lemuestra bajo todoa sus puntos de vista adminis- 
trativos, el cuadro estadistico. En el esttl cuanto 
he alcanzado que al Gobiemo convenga saber ; y 
uial que lo lamente el patriotismo, de su lectura se 
comprende que no hay tales Misiones : ([ue de las 
que pudieran Uamarse asi ya por ser pueblos de 
indios solos, ya por ser niixtos de iudios y es- 
panoles, solo en Barceloneta se palpan visibles 
adelantos bajo todos aspectos recomendables que 
todo lo denias, no solamente estA en un nianifiesto 
atras, sino que las poblaciones luisnias que no son 
de indios, amiinan A su conipleta, aniciuilacion, A 

-B juzgar por su eonstante decadeneia 



those which, though not Missions, I have nsited, 
is shown from all adminLstrative points of view 
in the statistical sheet. As nmcli of what 1 
have obtained as it is necessary for the Goveni- 
ment to know is stated there, and although 
patriotism may lament it bitterly, it will be j)er- 
ceived by reading it, that there are no surh 
Missions ; that among those which might l«i 
called so, from being villages of Indians only, 
or of Indians and Spaniards mingled, in 
Barcelona alcme can any visible progress W. 
observed in all laudaUe aspects, and that all 
the rest are not only manifestly in a stat^^ 
of Ijackwardness, Ijut that even the settle- 
ments, which are not Indian, are approaching 
complete extinction, judging by their constant 
decadence. 



En treinta afios que han transcurrido despues 
de Ubertada la Guayana, que son pocos mas 6 
menos la niitad del tiempo de la fundacion de su 
capital : ha desaparecido esa provincia ; y antes 
de entrar en detalles en esta exposicion, baste 
decir que Caicara, cabezera de un canton hasta 
ayer opulento, y con elementos capaces de sustentar 
p como sustento el recomienzo de la guerra de inde- 
pendencia, yace hoy reducida a treintitres casas 
utiles, la mayor parte de palma ; y c^ue Piacoa, 
cabezera de lo que f u^ canton ])ajo Orinoco, que es 
lo mas feraz, lo mas admirablemente canaUzado lo 
mejor situado en la Guayana y en todo Venezuela, 
tiene (piince casitas habitables, y en el pueblo y 
todos sus recintos, once personas que pasan por 
saber leer y escril)ir. En las parrocjuias restantes 
del canton, hay nueve que pasan por entender de 
lo mismo. 



J) Desde esa situacion de la provincia es facil 
divisar,que el ramo de " Reduccion de aborijenes," 
ha debido correlativamente resentirse del estado 
de toda ella. Trattindose de lo uno no es dal)le 
hacer abstraccion de lo otro. 

Es innegable que habiendo tenido Guayana 
existencia civil, y los pueblos preexistentes al 
sistema de " Reduccion " rejunen, de suyo ese 
estado de cosas habria reflejado sobre los al)orijenes 
aun sin plan de civilizarles. Es propiedad de la 
civilizacion abrirse camino,esparcirse ; pero precMsa- 
mente eso es lo (jue no puede haber donde hay 
j)rovincia. Pueblos tiene la de Guayana de los 

E que se Uaman racionales 6 civilizados, con mucho, 
inferiores en <)rden, arreglo relative y vida social, 
a los que he encontrado de solo Cari})es. Desde 
que se convenga en que la Guayana es el limite 
en que se confunden los rudos comienzos de la 
civilizacion () la civilizacion dejenerada con el sal- 
vajismo neto, se puede concluir si ya no lo dijera 
la evidencia, (jue la una poco tiene que dar y la 
otra nada que recibir. Si algo recibe son los 
resabios que hacen desperfecta la sinceridad. 
nobleza y confianza del salvaje. De aqui una 
consecuencia nmy natural, y es, que en lugar de 
hacer conquistas la civilizacion de la parte que se 

^ llama racional so])re el salvajismo, por el contrario, 
el salvajismo invadiendo las costumbres de acjuella, 
impone las suyas y toma en cam bio los resabios y 
vicios de la hez. Asi es (|ue en nmchos pueblos 
de los que se titulan por alia racionales (se distin- 
guen con este tftulo a si mismos lo no indios) hay 
racionales de guayuco, racionales con la mujer en 
el gobernalle de la curiara : racionales con Jiijos 
sin bautizar : racionales (jue han olvidado como 
se la iglesia : racionales que no pueden contcstar 



In the thirtv vears wliich liave passed since the 
freedom of Guavana, which is a little more or less 
than half the time since the foundation of its 
capital, that province has disappeared ; and before 
entering into the details of this Declaration, let it 
sultice to sav that Caicara, the head of a canton, 
which was until lately opulent, and with elements 
capable of sustaining, as it did sustain, the recom- 
mencement of the war of independence, is at 
l)resent reduced to thirty-three habitable houses, 
the greater number of palm : and that Piacoa, the 
head of what was the canton of Lower Orinoco, 
which is the most fertile, the most admirahlv 
watered by canals, the best situated in Guayana, 
and in the wliole of Venezuela, has fifteen hahit- 
able liuts, and tliere are eleven persons who pass 
for being able to read and write in the A'illages and 
all its precincts. In the remaining parishes of the 
canton, there are nine who are supposed to know 
as much. 

Erom that situation of the province it is easy to 
perceive that tlie de})artment of " Reduction of 
the Aborigines" must have coirelativelv declined 
with the condition of the whole. In treating of 
the one it is not possible to omit the other. 

It is undeniable that if Guavana had had a 

t/ 

civil existence, and the villages pre-existent 
to tlie svstem of " Reduction " Government, 
that state of things in itself would have reflected 
upon the aborigines, even without tlie plan of 
civilizing them. It is the property of ciAnlization 
to open a way for itself, and to spread itself out ; 
l>ut this is precisely what cannot be done where 
there is a province. That of Guayana has some 
village* of those who are called rational or 
civilized, that are ojreatlv inferior in order, svste- 
matic rule, and social life to those I have found 
with Caribs onlv. Since it may be agreed 
that GuaA'ana is the limit where the rude com- 
mencements of civilization or degenerate ci\iliz{i- 
tion are mingled with pure savagery, it may l^ 
concluded, even if evidence did not show it, that 
the one lias little to give, and the other nothing 
to receive. If it receives anything, it is the 
vicious habits wlii(!h mar the sincerity, nobleness, 
and confidence of the savage. 

Hence a very natural consequence, which is, 
that instead of the civilizati(m of the part wliicli 
is called rational, conquering savagerj^ on the 
contrary savagery, invading the customs of civili- 
zation imposes its own and takes in exchange the 
bad habit-s ami vices that remain. Thus it is that 
in many settlements, among those who are there 
entitled rationals (those who are not Indians 
distinguish themselves by this title) — there are 
rationals in Guayana, rationals with women at 
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al '• (juieu es Dios " : racionales en fin que viven 
una seniana de pesca <) caza, j tres, del poderii) 
^iie ejerceu de hecho sohre los indios. Y he a([ui 
alHuno de los heehos de los modelos de la eiviliza- 
cion (jue estos tienen ante si. Sera possible tpie 
la apetezcan ni la acepten ? 



Por decontado cpie la ejecucion de los decretos 
del Gobierno en el ranio de " Rediiecion," habia 
neutmlizado en gran parte los efectos de este 
estado de eosas, conio que para reniediarlo son 
adecuados ; peroaqui, el gran nial: los decretos no 
han tenido eumi)liniiento. En nada, en nada, 
en nada. Sen or, lo han tenido despues que se 
(lesconeert<) su ])lanteaniiento. Asi se ha eviden- 
liado fi la visita, v asi eonsta ademas de la serie 
de contest-aciones oficiales de todos los enipleados, 
que procure en todos los ranios y con especialidad 
el que nie eonc^rnia. Bajo sus firmas y con lau- 
<lable sinceridad ine han confesado, qffr nada .% 
ha lifelio^ sohre lUtda. 

« * * •- 

Li pretension <le algunos, de (pie se niantenga 
uu (les(»rden de eosas favorable a la destructora de 
vivir de los indios. Puedese niuv bien vivir con 
ellus. Todo partido se puede sacar de ellos. 

Asi lo preconizan los el(K*ueiite8 y lastiinosos 
restos de las Misiones antiguas con ([ue a cada 
])aso se tropieza en las proNincias de Barcelona, 
Cumana,y Guayaua. Ias ruinas, 6 construcciones 
aliandonadas que aim se divisan en ellas, son los 
mouumentoR que proclaman a un tienipo la aptitud 
<le los indios para todo acpielloaquese les dedique, 
y la vocacion, habilidad y constancia de at[uello8 
heroicos Misioneros que evanjelizaban entre los 
primitivos gentiles venidos de las inanos de la 
naturaleza a las de ellos. Dieronles artes y oficios 
(jue les prfjporcionaban esas construcciones de 
I)ueblos, conventos, y tempi os, cuyas reliquias aun 
sirven en algunos lugares para mantener aj^egados 
a los queridos escoml)r()s los restos de indios (jue 
los rodean. 

En la Guayana (pie fu(i la ultima a ])oblarse, las 
Misiones de Upata lo dicen todo. Una mencion 
valdni por cuantas pudieran hacerse : la destruida 
V eninontatla Mision de San Pedro de las Bocas a 
la (lerecha del Caroni, frente a la embocadura del 
Paragua. Alii se presentan unas magnifiers 
ruinas: magnificas en proporcion a las sencillas 
edificaeiones de nuestro (jriente. Ellas demue- 
stran una hermosa poblacion toda de teja, ([ue alli 
hulK). El templo es colasal para nuestra tierra. 
Del fondo del altar mayor hasta la puerta princii)al 
cincuenta y tres varas, y un ancho de diez y seis. 
I^ nave mayor de siete y media varas de ancho : 
veintidos pilares de sol)erbia madera, labrados de 
ocho caras, eon trece varas de alto y cuarenta y 
eis pulgadas de eircunferencia : cuatro pilares mas 
(le ij/ual altura a ciiatro caras con diez v ocho 
pulgadas cada una : otros cuatro m(5nos gruesos de 
(juince caras de alto, que sostuvieron el campa- 
nario : treinta y tres horcones de dos caras, desde 
catorce hasta cliez y ocho pulgadas \h)v cara, que 
sostenian las paredes, to(io en pi(5, y dando k 
entender segiin lo que se puede examinar, un 
templo de cinco naves. Alli, junto con no poca 
teja, estiin hacinados tirantes y planchas, zapatas, 
y soleras, quicios y jaml)as, dint^les y muchas 
otras piezas medio enterradas, todo labrado y 



the helm of the canoe, rationals Muth unbap- A 
tized children, rati(mal8 who have forgotten what 
the church is, rationals who cannot reply to 
" who is (Jod ? " rationals, finally, who live one 
week by fishing and hunting, and three, by the 
authority which thev effectually exercise over the 

V •/ v 

Indians. And behold s(nne of the deeds of the 
models of civilization which the latter have before 
them. Is it possible that they can either desire 
or accept it ? 

Granted that the executi(m of the Decrees of 
the Government in the department of "Eeduction" 
would have neutralized in great measure the 
effects of this state of things, since they are ^ 
adequate to I'emedy it; but here is the great evil, 
the Decrees have not been executed. In nothing ! 
In nothing ! In nothing ! Senor, have they been 
executed, since their estal)li8hnient was upset. 
This has been made clear by the inspection, and 
this at least is proved by the series of official 
replies from all the employes, which I procured in 
all the de])artments, and especially in that which 
c(mcenied me. Under their signatures, and with 
laudable sincerity, they have confessed to me that 
nothinfi lias been dmic id)Out anything. 

' * * * ♦ Q 

The views of certiiin ]>eople that a state of 
disorder favourable to the annihilation of the 
Indians should be maintained. One can very well 
live with them. Every advantage may be obtained 
from them. 

This is proclaimed by the eloquent and pitiful 
remains of the ancient Mi8sions,which one stumbles 
upon at every step in the Provinces of Barcelona, 
Cumand, and Guayana. The ruins or abandoned 
buildings, which can still be seen in them, are the 
monuments which proclaim at the same time the 
aptitude of the Indians for everything to which 
they were dedicated, and the vocation, ability, J) 
and ctmstancv of those heroic missionaries who 
])reached the Gospel among the primitive heathens, 
who came into their hands from the hands of 
nature. They gave them arts and occupations 
which provided them with those villages, convents, 
and churches, the relics of which still serve, in 
some places, to kee}) the remaining Indians who 
surround them attached to the beloved ruins. 

In Guayana, which was the last to be settled, 
the Missions of Upata tell the whole story. One 
example will serve for all that could be adduced, 
namely, the ruined and grass-grown Mission of San 
Pedro de las Bocas, upon the right of the Caroni, E 
opposite the mouth of the Paragua. There, some 
magnificent ruins are to be seen — magnificent in 
proportion to the simjde etlifices of our east. 
They show a l)eautiful settlement, tiled throughout, 
which existed there. The church is colossal for 
our country. From the back of the high altar to 
the principal door is o3 yards, with a width of 16 ; 
the great nave has a widtli of 7^ yards ; twenty- 
two (xjtagonal ])illai*s of superb timber, 13 yards 
in height and 46 inches in circumference ; also four 
square pillars of equal height, each face being 18 
inches wide ; four others not so tbick and 15 yards —, 
in height, which supported the belfry ; thirty-three ^ 
two-sided posts of from 14 to 18 inches each 
side, which su{)p()rted the walls, all standing, and 
giving, fnmi what can be examined, the appear- 
ance of a church of five naves. There, close to a 
quantity of tiles, were piled up joists and plates, 
leather hinges and beams, brackets and jambs, 
lintels, and many other ])iece8 half-buried, all 
hewn and planed. The size and structure of the 
church, as well as the ruins of the houses, give an 



n 



154 



A acepillado, La grandeza y estructura del teniplo, 
tanto como las ruinas de las casas, dan una iilea 
cabal del esplendor de la Mision, y sobre todo, del 
cordial interes, de la vocaeion ereadora de aiiuellos 
Misioneroa. I^ mente se eleva al conteniplar las 
ol)ras, asi como desciende contristada al tocar las 
' ruinas j recordar los obreros ! 

Esos obreros formaron labradores, ensenaron 
artesanos, instalaron familias, senibrarou costuni- 
bres, erijieron pueblos, enfervorizaron sus hijos 
6 criaturas, las aferraron & sus fundaciones, consti- 
tuyeron sociedad, y exhibieron la civilizaeiou como 
obra de uii fiat. Todo lo litil hicierou con los 
" indios y de los indios ; y tan bermanado todo con 
el civilizador cristianismo, que las voces mismas 
de los ayer gentiles, realzadas con los instnimentos 
que les ensenaron, llenal)an el templo del verda- 
(lero Dios invocando en aquellos desiertos el 
nombre del Altlsimo, que acojia propicio a unos 
seres acabados de traer al reino de la verdad pol- 
ios efectos de la caridad cristiana. 

Pertenece a este lugar la consignaeion que liago 
alGobierno de un documento que demuestra el 
estado y niimero/ique babian llegado las Misiones 
Q de rpata, basta un ano antes de dcsaparecer los 
Misioneros. Es una copia del mismo orijinal ini- 
preso en Barcelona, mandado por el superior 
res])ectivo de Espana, como se hacia anualmente, 
al Sr. Dr. Ancb'es Level de Goda, padre del que 
intorma, siendo en Venezuela del Consejo de 
S. M. C. Oidor fiscal de la lieal Audiencia, y 
como tal, " Protector de los Indios/' conforme a hi 
ley :»4, ti'tulo 18, libro 2 de la liccopilacion de 
Indias: cuya esplicacion se me j)ermitira, en 
gracia de la autenticidail del documento. Vein- 
tiun mil indios baliia en 181G fundados en 
29 pueblos. 

D 

Fut? la mira de los decretos del Gobierno 
"ol)tener resultad(»s iguales 6 mas satisfactorios, 
rpie los ipie alcanzaron los aiitiguos Misioneros 
<le la provincia de Guayana," encareciendo 
A los empleados (|ue establece, " la civiliza- 
eiou sobre todo" (Arti'cido 4.'), mini. 7) y es de 
asentarse, (pie pudo lograrse asf, en alguna 6 
mucba parte, si se hubieran cumplido los decretos. 
Con bar to aplauso fueron acojidos ])or todos los 
boinlu-es j)ensadores, y barto bien justificada esta 
esa conjetura en el ensayo (jue se bizo en Guayana 
de 1841 a 1842, y de (pie babla con mucba pro- 
E piedad el Sr. Ministro de a([uellos tiemi)08, en las 
Memorias del Despacbo del cargo de US. A las 
I^ijislaturas de 1842 y 184*>. 8us documentos, 
autenticados en lo poco mismo (pie manifiestan, 
como en todos los momentos de comienzo, demue- 
stran hasta donde se lleg(j, y cuanto se bul)iera 
dcl>ido pnmieter al Gobierno del primer impulso 
dado al comenzarse a plantear g\ ivjimen dictado 
para los indios. 

Pero falto de su piiesto el bombre de vocacion, 
(pie a la cabeza de la provincia imprimi(') ese movi- 
miento. Habianse empezado ya a recojer en su 
^ iiempo mismo los mejores resultados de su ])rimer 
■^ ensayo; mas sucedio lo que en todas las cosa.s. 
Cada una retpiiere su liombre ; y el Sr. Florentino 
(Jrillet, cuya administracion lo hoiira, era el del 
" ramo de indf jenas." Dej('> de ser Gobernador : 
pas(') aquella infortunada rejion por suces(J8 con 
cuyo recuerdo sut're el animo : dejo de existir el 
proto-parente de esos infelices en los tiempos 
actuales, el malogrado Jeneral He? res : nxb') la pro- 
vincia de mano en mano por las de una sucosion 
frecucnte do (»oI)emadores interinos: los aconte- 



exact idea of the splendour of the MissioD, and, 

above all, of the beartv enthusiasm and creative 

*' 

vocation of those missionaries. The mind is 
elevated by contemplating the works, as it is also 
depressed by seeing the ruins and rememljering 
the workers. 

Those workers formed labourers, taught arti- 
zans, installed families, inculcated moralitv. 
erected villages, si)read enthusiasm among their 
children or creatures, held them fast to their 
foundations, constituted society, and exliibited 
civilization as the work of a fiat. Even'thine 
that was useful was made with the Indians and 
by the Indians, and every thing was so united with 
civilizing Christianity, that even the voices of 
those who were lately heathens, heighteneil by the 
instruments they were taught, filled the chiinli 
of the true G(kI, invocating in those wilds tlic 
name of the Most High, that He might favouraljly 
receive l)eings who had been drawn to the khii^- 
dom of truth bv the effects of ChrLstian charitv. 

To this place belongs the delivery I make to the 
Government of a document which shows the state 
and number to which the Mi.ssions of Upata had 
arrived down to aye^r before the disappearance of 
the missionaries. It is a copy of tlie (jriginal 
])rinted in Barcelona, sent by tlie raspei'tive 
Siq>erior in S))ain, as was annually done, to Senior 
Doctor Andres Level de Goda, father of the 
present repn^ter, who was then in Venezuela, a 
member of His Majesty's Council, and Auditor 
Fiscal of the Eoyal Audiencia, and, as such, 
" Protector of the Indians," according to Lau* ;'4, 
Title 18, Book 2, of the " Compilation of the In- 
dies ;" and I may be allowed this explanation f(»r 
the sake of tlie authenticity of the d(K'uinent. 
In 18 IG there were 21,000 Indians established in 
twentv-nine vilWes. 

It was the aim of the Decrees of the Govern- 
ment " to obtain e(pial or more satisfactory results 
than those attained by the ancient missionaries of 
the Province of Guayana," impressing uix>n the 
employes that " civilization above everytliin^' 
shoiihl l)e established' (Article 4.'), N(\ 7), and it 
is to be supposed that this could have lieeii (hme 
in some, or in a great measure if the Decrees had 
been executed. Thev were i-eceived w-ith heart v 
a})plauvse by all thoughtful men, and that con- 
jecture is sufficiently justified by the trial which 
w^as made in Guavana from 1841 to 1842, aiul of 
which the Minister of that time speaks with 
much propriety in the " Memorias del Despaclio " 
to the Legislatures of 1842 and 184::». His dcKii- 
ments, authenticated by the little thev addnce, 
as in all first commencements, show what 
point it had reached, and how much might have 
been confidently promised to the Government from 
the first impulse given when the sugge^sted govern- 
ment for the Indians began to he established. 

But the man with the vocation, who, at the 
head of the province, prepared that movement, 
failed at his post. They had l>egun already, hi his 
own time, to gather the best results from his first 
essay: but the same thing happened that always 
occurs. Each thing re(iuires its man, and Sofior 
Morentino Grillet, whose administraticm does him 
honour, was the man for the " Dei)artment of 
the Natives."' He resigned the office of Govenior. 
That unfortunate region passed througli events the 
recollection of which wounds one's soul. The 
proto-])arent of those unfortunate beings in 
juesent times, the unfortunate General H(5res, 
ceased to exist ; the provinces passed from liand to 
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cimieiitiis no liaciaii hv^av a una enipresa niniia- 
mente ilelieada; y |>ara cunndo ya IiuIm) (roberna- 
ilor proprietario, el nial acaso no estalui de sii 
jiiano reniediarse. Diticilniente se restituye la 
manlia organica a un plan (pie al aeto de eomen- 
ziirse ii plantear sedescpiieia i)()r una |)erturha<'ion. 

Y la })erturl)acion y un trastorno eonipleto, 
iiial/iirio al naeer el " sistenia de Reduce ion." Lo3 
(pie le eran adversos pontile les desi>oseia de lo8 
Jndios que tenian ya eomo usueapidos, liieieron el 
resto. El sistema ha sido nialdecido, afeetando 
algunos HO en tender su objeto, y desnaturalizau- 
dolo coinx^letaniente ejecutores nonibrados sin 
seleccion. Toda medida tropez(') en la fuerza de 
inercia 6 en la eontradictoria de los fructuurio.s 
del antiguo des(')rden : levantose voceria que 
uinguno aeall('»: se liernianc') estrafalarianiente la 
"Reduccion" con el ani([uilaiuiento de la agri- 
cultura que ya pam entiniees no hahia ; y por iin, 
torpes actos de eniplead(»s, daban, tal vez sin 
(piererlo, anza a tan fatales consecuencias. Alguno 
HuIm), tenido entre lo niejor de cuyo tienqx) de 
servicio no se tuvo mas niuestra ([ue la destruccion 
de un hermoso templo (pie aun se niant<3nia en 
pit*: y la violencia con ([ue (piizo iinprovisar 
Comunidades atroi>and() a ellas todos los brazos 
utiles a un tieinpo. sin sit[uiera el plan de asignar 
a cada uno paulatinamente cierto niiniero de tarejis 
para lacomunidad : jxn* donde levantando en niasa 
los honibi'es de trabajo si previa aju'opiacion de 
nmntenimientos v sin consideracion a sus familiar, 
hizo aborrecibles las conmnidades, convirticiudolas 
en un trabajo forzado que es el espanto y ruina de 
los indios. Pero un emjdeado (jue pretexta para 
la destruccion de un teini)lo en pit* y reparable, el 
salvamento de la teja, esta de suyo deHnido. Asi, 
el sistenia eaminalwi por entre las sonibras cpie sus 
ej(^cu tores le proyectaban. 



Kn vano la Uegada de los Misioneros dejo 
colunibrar alguna esperanza. Estos PP. habrian 
jKHJido hacer algo si hubieran llegado en oportuni- 
dad dada. A su arribo, el sistema estaba ya 
(lesconcertado, y aun desopinado adrede pam 
desalentarlos. Ellos no llegaron, puede decirse, 
liajo los auspi(*ios (pie dictaron su llamamiento, 
ni li continuar algun plan ([ue debian haber 
enconti'ado en comienzo. Inqu'esiones de des- 
credito al niismo nacer, y l>astardos intereses 
aineiiazad(»s de (>rden, les salieron al ])aso, y liarto 
lian teniilo que sufrir de algunos raciouclrs, (|iie 
no de ningiin Indio. 

Esto escusii completamente la inapropiacion (' 
insuficiencia ([ue se atribuye a bjs Misioneros para 
el iin a (pie vinieron destinados. Adeinas, la vida 
intachable y costumbres ejemplares de estoa VP. 
estjin diciendo ([ue la severidad de la clausura en 
(pie fueron forniados ; y los desmanes de algunos 
raci'onales manifiestan l»ien, ([ue la humanidad del 
claustro traida a donde no hav la civilizacion 6 la 
in(»cencia l)astantes a respetar tan eminente 
virtud, ha tal vez envalentonado jI algunos des- 
creidos, y precipitadolos ci demasias (pie a mucb(js 
importantes relijiosos ban disgustado y obligado A 
ausentarse. Veaseles prefiriendo este partido 
antes (j^iie desmentir la humildad evanjt^lica estab- 
lecien(l(j queja^s c^)ntra los agravios (pie les babian 
inferido y en (pie se gozalum cuantos en un 
Misionero ban visto un estorbo para la succion de 
los indios. 
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hand by a frequent succession of temporary A 
(TO\'ernors ; events left no room for an excessively 
delicate undertakmg, and when finally it had a pro- 
prietary Governor, evil fortune was perhaps not to 
be remedied by his hand. It is difficult to restore 
the organic progress of a plan which has been 
disturbedin the commencement of itsestablishment. 

And the disturbance and complete confusion 
did great harm to the " svstem of Reduction " at 
its birth. Those who were opposed to it because 
it dispossessed them of the Indians whom they 
held by an acquired right did the rest. The 
system had been badly spoken of ; some affected 
not to understand its o))ject, and executors ap- B 
pointed without selection completely ruined it. 
Ever}' measure fell thnmgh by the force of inertia 
or the contradiction of those benefiting by the 
ancient disorder. An outcry was raised which no 
one silenced ; tlie " Reduction " was carelessly 
coupled with the extinction of tlie agriculture 
wliich had already ceased to exist ; and, finally, 
stupid acti(ms of the employes gave, sometimes 
unintentionallv, a handle for such fatal conse- 
quences. There was one — considered to be one of 
the best — of whose time of service there was no 
other sign than the destruction of a beautiful p 
church which still remained standing; and the 
violence with which he desired to improvise com- 
munities, grouping in them at the same tune all 
the useful hands, without even the plan of as- 
signing to each one by degi*ees a certain number 
of tasks for the community, by which, through 
niiissing the labouring men together, without store 
of provisions, and without regard to their families, 
he made the communities hateful, converting them 
into a forced lal>our, wliich is the dread and ruin 
of the Indians. But one employt*, who made the 
saving of the tiles the pretext for the destruction 
of a church which was standing and capable of jy 
restoration, is his own describer. Thus the system 
continued among the shadows which its executors 
cast upon it. 

In vain did the anival of the missionaries give 
rise to some hope. These Fathers would have 
been able to do something if they had arrived at a 
suitable time. Ui>on their arrival the system was 
already disortlered and purposely decried in order 
to discourage them. They did not arrive, it may 
be said, under the auspices which dictated their 
summons, nor to continue any plan which they 
ought to have found in progi'ess. Impressions of 
discredit at the very beginning, and spurious E 
interests intentionally threatened, met them on the 
wav, and thev had much to sufler from some of 
the rationals, but not from any Indian. 

This completely excuses the unsuitability and 
insufficiency which is attributed to the missionaries 
for the purpose for which they were destined. At 
least, the spotless life and exemplary habits of 
these Fathers are a proof of tlie severity of the 
seclusion in which they were formed ; and the 
misfortunes of some " rationals " clearly show that 
when the humanity of the cloister is brought 
where there is neither civilization or innocence 
sufficient to respect such eminent virtue, it has -P 
sometimes encouraged unbelievers, and impelled 
them to excesses which have displeased many 
valuable monks and obliged them to go away. It 
may be observed that they preferred this mode of 
action to belying evangelical humility by making 
complaints of the injuries which had wounded 
them, and in which many rejoiced who saw in a 
missionary a hindrance to the oppression of the 
Indians. 

2 S 
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A l^^r f^tra parte, tenor ([ue eiisefuirlo Unlo o 
(lirijirlo todo, supoiie el saber u alcaiizar algo de 
todo : y estoi ])erfeetiiineiite instruido de ([ue no 
vinieron en este concepto los lllL rP.-Misioneros 
en el concepto de nieros propagandistas del 
Evanjelio, y destinados ti la conversion de infieles, 
es cosa muy distinta aiUKpie no inhennanable, con 
la idoneidad para ensenar salvajes i'l hacer vida 
civil, conio puede alcanzarse en los comienzos de 
la civilizacion. Xi es tanipoco jiisto, contar con 
que uu extranjero al insUilarse entre a(piellos, 
est^ en aptitiul de elejir las tierras, saber de 
desniontes, distinguir el palo aparente para easas, 

-D conocer el bejuco apropiado para ellas, o dirijir 
iin senibrado. Llegados al pais los 1*P. ni sicpiiem 
estuvieron algiin tienipo en niiestras poblaciones 
adelantadas, para iniponerse en algo de nuestras 
costunibres y habitos, tanto conio j)ara conocer las 
ventajas del pais, y tanto conio para aparejarse a 
sus desventajas. Xo trajeron mas afinidades que 
la del catolicisnio de los venezolanos, pues ni aun 
el idioma les daba la salvedad (pie entre nosotros 
vale li todo espanol el no habersele por extranjero. 
Xi tuvieron los PP. mas instruccion local que la 
(pie debian esperimentar del es(3armiento, ni 

p preeauciones para la seleccion de mantenimientos, 
ni aclimatacion gradual (jue los preparase a teni- 
peramentos desconocidos. Los antiguos misioneros 
recalaban precisamente a Cumaiui cuya sanidad 
hasta la Europa misma c(m()ce por los viajeros. 
De alli pasaban a Caripe, el imraiso del Oriente, 
donde era el Capitulo de los PP : y despues de 
algiin tiempo se iba colocjando a los recien venidos 
en consulta con todas las circunstancias. 



Pero los ahora traid(js, trasladados subitamente 
]J del cliiustro ji las atrasadisimas y seini-salvajes 
poblaciones de la (iuayana, la transicion violenta 
file e(piivalente a una caida. Era de esperarse la 
repercucion ; y desde ella los ruinbos de los PP. 
ban sido tan varios, como la inanera en que (jbn) 
sobre cada uno el aturdimiento, la novedad del 
teatro, la estreneza de las jentes. De a(jui la 
muerte casi repentina de los importantes misi(meros 
destinados ti Upata, el territorio sano por excelencia 
de la provincia de Guayana, adonde llevaron el 
nial contraido fuera de alli ; de esas causae tambien, 
los disgustos de los (jue se ban ausentado, y el no 
bieii estar de los que quedan, ni de los vecinos 
E entre (juienes esttin. Dicenlo demasiado las quejas 
recipr(jcas. 



Ellas vienen tambien de un error en los PP. 
por falta de coiKX'imientos (3 instruccion prcjvia de 
lo (pie ha])ian de encontrar, y c()mo habian de 
hacer. Ponerles * los decretos en la niano y des- 
pacliarlos, f ue toda la inauguracion. Al instalarse 
en el circuito a (jue fuci destinado cada uno, con 
li])ertad no esplicada de elejir dentro de (51, ii su 
arbitrio el punto de residencia, estaba en el (irden 
de las cosas, y aun parece al pronto muy natural 
que se inclinasen y decidiesen a residir en lugares 
avecindados de espanoles. Huscaron con sobrada 
razon, una vida entre la jente que debian suponer 
homoj^nea, por evitar los males (pie la falta de 
conocimientos les hizo abultarse sin razon, de 
residir entre los indios v vivir con los indios 
si^ndoles enteramente desconocidos. Por otra 
parte, los l)uenos vecinos, y tambien con razon, 
trataron de atraerse los PP. •<[ sus vecindarios. 
Cons tan temente anhelamos los venezolanos por 
buenos parrocos, y todas las parnxpiias por pastor, 
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On the other hand, to be ol)liged to teach every- 
thing and direct everything supposes the knowledj^t^ 
and attainment of everything, and I am ikmIVcUv 
infomied tliat the lieverend ilis8i(inary Fathers 
did not come with this intention, luit simply as 
propagandists of the Gospel, and for the conver- 
sion of infidels, which is a verv distinct thiivr 
altlumgh not iiu'ompatible with the aptitude for 
instructing savages how to live a civil life, which 
may suftice for the commencement of civilization. 
Xeither is it just to count upon a stranger in- 
stalling himself among them, l>eiiig capable of 
chcM>sing land, knowing how to fell trees, distin- 
guishing the wood suitable for liouses, recogniznij; 
the liana suitable for them, or managing a coni- 
field. Tlie Fathera, when thev arrived in ilie 
countrv, were not even for anv leiii^th of time in 
<jur advanced settlements, in order to leani anv 
of our customs and habits, nr to know tlie 
advantages of the country or pre})are them- 
selves for its disadvantaj'es. Thev l)roudit no 
sympatliies, save that of the Catholicism of the 
Venezuelans, since not even the idiom gave them 
that safeguard which amongst us is necessary for 
every Spaniard, if he is not to be regarded as a 
foreigner. Xeither had the Fathers any otlier 
local instruction but that which thev had to learn 
l)y experience, nor any precautions as to the 
selection of food, nor graxlual acclimatizatinn t^i 
prepare them for unknown climates. The ancient 
missionaries necessjirily landed at Cuiuana, tiie 
healthiness of wliich, even in Europe, is known 
from traN'ellei's. From there they went to Caripe, 
the paradise of the east, where the chapter of the 
Fathers existed ; and after some time the new 
comers were placed in posts, and all the circum- 
stances dulv considered. 

But to these now brought, transferred suddenly 
from the cloister to the verv backward and half- 
savage settlements of (iiiayana, the violent 
transition was equivalent to a fall. Tlie iwoil 
was to l>e exi)ected, and from it the movements 
of the Fathei's have been as various as the manner 
in which each one was affected by the perturlwtion, 
the novel tv of the scene, or the luisen- of the 
j)eople. This caused the almost sudden deaths of 
the principal missionaries appointed to Upata, the 
healthiest territory of the Pr(jvince of Guayana, 
whither thev brought the illness which thev c^m- 
tracted outside it ; to these causes also mav l»e 
attributed the disgust of those who have g<)ne 
away, the ill-plight of those who remain, and of 
the inhabitants among whom they are. Their 
reciprocal complaints declare it more than enoujjh. 

Thev are also caused bv an error of the Fathers, 
through want of previous knowledge and instruc- 
tion as to what thev had to encounter and wiiat 
tliey had to do. To place the Decrees in their 
hands and to dispatch them was the whole of the 
inauguration. Being installed in the cir(»uit t(» 
which each one Wiis destined, with undefined 
liberty to choose tlieir places (»f residence within 
it and at their own will, it w^as in the order of 
things and even appears at once very natural, that 
they should prefer and decide to (Iwell in i)lace8 
inhabited by Spaniards. With unnecessary }>ru- 
dence they s(mght a life am(jng jieople whom they 
sup})osed to be homogene(JUS, in order to avoid the 
tivils which the want of knowled":e caused them to 
exaggerate unreasonably, residence among the 
Indians and life with the Indians behig <|uite 
unknown to them. On tlie other hand, the go<Hl 
inhabitants, and with reason, endeavoinvil to 
attract the Fathei's to their vicinitv. We 
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con cuya resit leiicia ctni tamos como una garaiitia 
(le estal)ilidad y adelauto de los pueblos. Hubo 
pues una coincideiicia niuy natural de deseos : por 
parte del Padre de tener residencia niAios mala, y 
por parte de los bueiios vet'iuos el tener un Padre. 
Situose este entre aijuellos, y de heclio quedaron 
convertidos en curas, los que no vinieron sino 
para Misioneros. Quedo eate ministerio como 
accesorio del otro, cuando debia ser todo lo con- 
trario. 



Debian residir entre los indios para ([uienes 
tenian el doble encar<?o de doctrinar v civilizar, v 
.se asentaron entre espanoles, respet-to de los 
ouales por su instituto no tenian ningunr). Era 
iiiuy tVicil desde la Misitm a tender a las necesidades 
espirituales <lel pueblo inmediato : y no (jue resi- 
diendo en este, los potiuisimos bautismos y raros 
matrinionios dejaron un gran tiempo desocu- 
pado, la inaccion acAso trajo el fastidio y de otra 
parte la eeiisura y el disgusto ; y (piedaron para 
las MisionevS, visitas tardias, si no raras, de todo 
punto esteriles. Al haber tenido los PP. ipiien 
les instruyeae previa y precisaniente, cnme del^ 
ser, quien les instalara y iM)r el j)ronto les im- 
pusiese en su inatalacion, eomo hasta jjara los 
simples iniiiigrados lo ene^rga la ley, las cosas 
halirian podido llevar otro rumbo y termino. 
De seguro deberian haberse obtenido siquiera 
uiedianos resultados si todo empleado de esta 
dase hubiera residido entre los indios; (pie no 
puede ser de otro niodo. La naturaleza de las 
cosas exije ([ue el Misionero sea Misionero y el 
Curd, Cura ; y aun el objeto de cada uno re<iuiere 
es|>ecial elase de PP. Pero tales deseonciertos 
estiin todos enganchados, alia en el trastorno 
sufrido por el sistema de " Reduction " al misnio 
ensayarse, y si be alargado un tanto el ]>ormenor 
<le las eonsecuencias, es para j)oner de manifiesto 
lo que ha <le tenerse ju-esente en niedidas ul- 
teriores. 

Los decretos, ea verdad, estan ealculados para 
disminuir esas consecuencias ; pero el cumpli- 
uiiento que tuvieron lo dice, entre niuchos, el 
liecho de que los caserioB de indios careeen hasta 
de administracion espiritual, no obstante la i)roxi- 
midad de pueblos de racionales y curas en algunos 

de ellos. 

* * * « 

Y es niuy lamentable, Sr. es fatal para la pro- 
vincia y para la nacionalidad venezolana, cpie los 
aliorijenes se hayan anion tado, y mas aun, que se 
liayan traslimitado. No es escusable ([ue se pier- 
dii })or allu, poblacion nacional, y se procure por 
aca alienijena. Gran parte cle los indios ha pasado 
al eatranjero donde se tiene nmy buen cuidado de 
haWarlos. Con tal conducta son atraidos, v es 
uiuy natural, los (jue se mantienen en las selvas 
limitaneas A nuestro territorio. Poco antes de 
liaber entrado vo al Caura, lo habia descendido un 
eatranjero que arrastro con gran nuniero de indios 
<lel niiamo rio y de algunos de sus tributarios Por 
toda esa frontera en que las cabeceras de estos se 
comunican, se ejerce cons tan teniente la desnatu- 
ralizacion de nuestros indioa. Y nada mas regular 
sino ([ue se amparen de quienes los am})aran ; 
cuando por aca tienen (pie huir del mal trato y 
del engafio. He aipii el orijen ()stensil)le de la 
ocupacion del territt^rio Guayanes por el estranjero, 
<iue j>retende fundar sus tituloa en la proteccion 
<pie dice le han pedido los acosados venezolanos 
ahuyentados de esos pueblos. Porque no son los 



Venezuelans constantly long for good parish 
priests, and the parishes for a pastor, upon whose 
residence we relv as a raarantee of the estiiblish- 
ment and advancement of the villages. There 
was, therefore, a very natural coincidence of 
desires, on the i)art of the Father to have a better 
residence, and on the part of the good inhabitants 
to have a priest. The latter stationed himself 
among them, and thereby those who only came as 
missionaries, were converted into parish priests. 
The office of missionary remained as an accessory 
to the other, when it ought to have been quite the 
contrary. 

Thev should have resided among the Indians 
as holding the doulde commission of instructing 
and civilizhig them, and they settled among 
Spaniards, to whom their institution had no rela- 
tion. It would have been verv easv to attend to the 
spiritual necessities of the adjoining village from the 
ilission, while by residing in the former the very 
few baptisms and occasional marriages left a great 
deal of un(x;cupied time ; inaction, perhaps, imluced 
fastidiousness, and, on the other hand, censure and 
displeasure ; and there remained for the Missions 
tardy if not rare visits, barren in every respect. 
If the Fathers had had someone to instruct them 
carefully beforehand, as should have been done, 
someone to inatal them and advise them during 
their inatallation, as the law enjoins for ordinary 
emigrants, things would have had a very different 
course and termination. It is certain that moderate 
results at least could liave l)een obtained if every 
employe of this class had resided among the 
Indians ; it could be in no other way. The nature 
of things requires that a missionary should be 
a missionary, and a parish priest, a priest ; and 
even the object of each requires a special class of 
Fathers. Hut such disorders are all connected 
with the confusion suffered bv the avstem of the 
" Reduction " at its verv outset, and if I have 
somewhat extended the details of the conse- 
(piences it is in order to make clear what further 
measures should now be taken. 

The Decrees, it is true, are calculated to 
diminish those conse(piences ; but how they were 
fulfilled is shown, among many other things, hy 
the fact that the villages of Indians are in want 
of spiritual administration, notwithstanding the 
j)roximity of settlements of " rationals " with 
priests in some of them. 

And it is very deplorable, Sir, it is indeed 
fatal, for the province and for the Venezuelan 
nationality that the aborigines have retreated to 
the woods, and even more so that thev have 
cn^ssed the boundaries. It is irrefutable that, on 
the one hand, the native population is being lost, 
and that, on the other, a foreign one is i)eing 
introduced. A large number of the Indians have 
proceeded to other countries, where great care is 
taken to cajole them. In this way, and it is only 
natural that it shcmld be so, those who dwell in 
the forests lK)rdering uj)on our territory are at- 
tracted. Shortly before I entered the Caura a 
stranger had come down that river, bringing with 
him a large number of the Indians who dwelt u))on 
its banks and upon those of some of its tributaries. 
All along that frontier, where the heads of tfie 
rivers intercommunicate, the denaturalization of 
our Indians is constantly going (m. And nothing 
is more natural than that they should ])rotect 
those who protect them, when on this side they 
are oblicred to tlee from ill-treatment and de- 
ception. This is the "stensiWlc origin (jf the 
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A iiiontafieses, (jue iiuuca se luui dejado ver en 
poblado, los que liaii oeciUTitlu al estranjero, sino 
esus ahuyentados que per lialjer estadcj en tie 
ncjsotros, han adquirido la a])titud de liacer aus 
eoniparaeiones entre el trato con ([ue los uiartirizan 
por aca, y el niuy lisonjero con (jue imv allii se les 
recihe. 



Indispensable, conio es, Uevar hernianadoH el 
estado de la })rovincia en jeneral, con la especiali- 
■B dad del ramo de indijenas, no i)uede omitirse lo 
que })rodueen las observaciones que he hecho en 
todo el Alto Orinoco con relacion al orden civil. 
Y conio la visita me ha confinnado en lo que niuy 
de anteniano tenia bien coniprendido, puedo 
espresainie ante el Gobierno sobre la triple 
seguridad de mis conocimientos anteriores, mi 
evidencia de ahora, y algunos datos oticiales 
exivStentes en el despacho de IS. (jue me son 
conocidos por haber servido en la (lol^ernacion de 
la (iuayana, su procedencia. 

p Esos ])arajes desde ciudad Bolivar para arriba 
estiln semiabandonados })or una y otra banda del 
Orinoco hasta Caicara: v desde alii hasta las 
(Jataratas son de un desamjxiro aterrador. Entre 
esos dos ultimos puntos estti Url)ana, cuya exis- 
tencia dc^spues de 1837, no jmede atriimirse sinc^ 
a la niisericordia divina. Ningun linaje de segu- 
ridad haven e^e larj^uisimo trecho de ciento v una 
leguas hastii Urbana, nj para ])ersonas ni i)ara 
intereses que en no corto numero las unas y en 
gran cuantia los otros se trasportan jxir ahi a 
Carinas, Ai)ure, Rio-negro y (Aisanare. Los 
caserios 6 decadentes i)oblaciones a no cortas 

J) distancias en ese trecho, alcanzan alguna seguridad 
a favor de las contemplaciones ({ue en ellos se 
tiene con toda jente sosj)echosa de (lue son 
continiuj recaladero. En toda esa navegacion se 
encuentran como destacados en apostaderos desde 
<londe se atalaya con facilidad y con impunidad, 
enramaditas improvisadas, y en ellas individuos 
de muy ]>oco motivada estacion. Por lo regular son 
desconocidos (pie vagan de playa en i)laya con el 
j)retexto de ilechar tortugas, y en realidad no son 
otra cosa ([ue hond)res desengarzados de la vida 
civil, desertores como si dijcramos que dan la 
es])alda al ordeii y r^jimen noiinal cjue con ser tan 

E escaso en esos pueblitos riberenos, aun asi mismo 
obsta a sus dudosos propcisitos. En esa vida 
incognita y amenazante logran ponerse fuera del 
alcance de toda autoridad, de toda vijiiancia, y 
exentos de toda ley civil y relijiosa. En esa 
andmlancia, estan para si en una condicion de 
manifiesto y trascendental retroceso a la vida 
nomade (pie adoptan, y para la sociedad en 
situaciones inminentes especialmente u los traji- 
nantes por esos desiertos:. y respecto a las 
parro(|uias de ese largo trecho, sus restos no 
ajnirecen sino como permitidos i)or las tacitas 
ca])itulaciones con esa clase de jente (|ue les hace 
'^ fieros. 

Esta desercion a la vida realenga es ji un tiemjK) 
causa y efecto de la despoblacion de los lugares de 
solo espanoles, y orijinada de la falta de seguridad 
(> gobierno positivo en ellos. Ni aun los indios en 
su Uamada inde))endencia mcmtaraz, estan como 
los tuUnadcs racioiufles. No se hallaran por cierto 
en los mcjntes, con raras exej^ciones, familias 6 
individuos desenlazadas de sus tribus. Ojala fuera 



occupation of the (hiianese territory by the 
foreigner, who claims to l)ase liis titles ui»on tl\e 
protection for which he says he has l)eeu asked 
b}' the j)ei*secuted Venezuelans fleeing from our 
towns. Eor it is not the mountain dwellei-s, who 
have never showii themselves in a town, who 
have gone over to the foreigner, but those fugitives 
who, from having dwelt amongst us, have been 
enabled to (U-aw comparisons l)etweeu the mar- 
tyrdom they endure here and the verj^ flattering 
way in which they are received there. 

lndis]>ensable as it is that the state of the 
province in general should be joined with the 
Department of the natives in particular, 1 
cannot omit the results of the observations 
relating to civil order which I have made in the 
whole of the Upper Orinoco. And since my viwt 
has only confirmed the ideiis which I already held 
long before, I can, in placing my views before the 
Government, rely upon the triple security of luy 
previous knowledge, my present testunouy, and 
some official statistics existing in your HonomV 
Department, known to me on account of my 
having served in the Government of Guiana, from 
which they proceed. 

Those districts, from Ciudad liolivar upwards. 
are upon both banks of the Orinoco in a state of 
semi-abandonment as far as Caicara: and from 
thence as far as the cataracts their desolation 
is awful. Between these two last points is 
Urbana, the existence of which, since 18oT, can 
only be attributed to Divine mercv. In this huii: 
stretch of 101 leagues to Urlwina there ianoshml 
of safety either for pei"S(ms or goods, which in 
considerable numbers and large ([uantities aiv 
conveyed l)y that road t<» Harinas, Allure, lii(j 
Xegro, aiuf Casanare. The hamlets or decayin^^ 
settlements, situated at some distance fmni 
eadi other along this line derive some 
security fnmi the scrutiny to which all the 
suspicious-looking persons with which they are 
continually crowded are subjected. All along Uiis 
part of the river there are to l)e foimd, like out- 
posts, from which a watch may be kejjt with east^ 
and impunity', improvised huts made of branches, 
containintf in(hviduals of very doubtful calling 
As a rule these are strangers wandering fnnn 
shore to shore under the pretext of killing turtles, 
but in reality they are men who have cut them- 
selves oft' from social life, deserters as it were, 
who turn their backs upon that ortler and normal 
government which, slight as it is in these riparian 
villages, still forms an obstacle to their dubioiL^ 
aims. In this unknown and threatening fona of 
life thej^ succeed in placing themselves beyond the 
reach of all authority and supervision, and are 
exempt from every civil and religious law. In 
this state of vagranc}' they are manifestly retro- 
grading towards the nomadic life, which they 
finally adopt, and which is full of mena(ie to 
society, and especially to travellers across those 
deserts ; as to the parishes in that large tnict of 
land, their remains appear to be (mly tolerated by 
a tacit inidei*standing with that class of people 
who make them so unsafe. 

This desertion of civil life is both the cmiBe 
and effect of the de])opulation of places purely 
S]>anish, and the origin of the aljsence of security 
or positive government in them. Nor are the 
Indians in their so-called forest independenee 
anything like these rational nomads. With 
very few exce])tions we shall certainly not tind 
in the mountains any families or indivichmls 
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asi, que entonces seria mas hacedero fijarlos, familia 
por familia. Pero no lo es. 



En ese estado se lialla todo el territorio de la 
dereclia del Orinoco desde el Aro hasta Caieara y 
de una y otra banda desde alli hasta el Meta: 
territorio todo tan facil de tener poblado {\ no 
largas distaneias con solo proteceion ; porque todo 
(51 esta eubierto de ricos pastos, cruzado de 
hermosas aguas, inarginadas estas por tierras de 
labor aptas para todo cultivo, con indios pr6xinios 
de fcicil attraccion y fijacion con buen sistema; 
y posiciones d escoger. 



Pues guavdan una aproximada conformidad el 
reti-oceso del liombre salvaje, huyendo 6 desertando 
de la sociedad por esas causas, eon el alejamiento 
de los aborijenes al encontrarse con esa class de 
sociedad. Y es por eso que se me ha de escusar 
la reiteracion de que para juzgar del estado de 
estos, y para comprender bien como del)en ser 
tratados, es absolutamente indisf>ensable llevar 
por delante el remedio j'l la r/ipida dejeneracion 
del estado civil de la Guayana, reterido con 
exactLtud, con datos irrecusables. Es acaudalado 
de ellos, como se v^ del euadro estadistico, que me 
determiuo con toda seguridad a exhibir ante el 
Gobierno, lo visitado, tal cual estji Grande es mi 
sentimiento como hombre y como ciudadano, al no 
poder descolorir nada de cuanto por mis ojos ha 
pasatlo, despues (pie ya lo tenia muy bien sabido 
de antemano ; pero seria una infidelidad el dis- 
frazar el mal por no pasar la pena de'enunciarlo ; 
y aun me seni licito anndir (pie si la voz pareciere 
alzada, es (pie esa Guayana esta muy di^tante : 
muy distaute ! No puede ser oida en otros 
tenninos. 

Y tengo precisamente por el mayor de todos los 
males, el callamiento de ellos. Vista la provincia 
de Guayana por la coiTespondencia de oficio que 
viene de su capital, bien puede desdecir en mucho 
de mi infonne ; pero si mi dicho necesitase de 
afianzamiento cuando lo consigno con la certi- 
dumbre de lo que aseguro, me l)astaria una 
respuesta por todas, ji saber : " eso esui escrito 
desde la inmovilidad, y eato lo he visto yo de Ingar 
en lugar" 

Y si hubiera de anadir mas, diria, que puede 
disculparse a Ciudad Bolivar el no hacer mas, c^ue 
producir contestaciones de oficio a las disposi- 
ciones superiores, en la correspondencia usual del 
regimen politico. La ley misma ha imposibilitado 
a los Gobernadores de responder por lo (jue pasa 
distante de aquella ciudad. Ademas, en el 
tmfago de ella, en su creciente progreso, no se 
percibe el estado de la provincia que preside. 
Desde la hartura es dificil acordarse de la 
inanicion, y mas todavia desde una relativa pleni- 
tud de gozes, juzgar de las situaciones desvalidas. 
De las capitales es que surten los datos por donde 
las provincias se hacen conocer al Gobierno ; y en 
Ciudad Bolivar no es la siiya la que mas fija su 
atencion. La superior autriridad no puede aper- 
cil)irse de lo que hay en distaneias puestas por la 
ley fuera de su inspeccion ocular. El precepto de 
las visitas d costa de los Gobernadores en manera 
alguna puede eutenderse escrito para los de la 
balumbosa (iuayana. 
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cut off from their tribes. Would that it were so ; A 
It would then be more practicable to keep them 

settled, family by family. But it is not so. 

« « « ♦ 

This is the condition of the whole of the 
territory on the right of the Orinoco from the 
Aro to Caieara and upon both banks from thence 
to the Meta — a territory in which it is quite as 
easy to keep up settlements at short distances 
merely by protection ; for the whole of it is 
covered with rich pastures watered by beautiful 
streams, the Imnks of which form fiel(is of lal30ur 
fit for every kind of cultivation, with Indians close 
at hand, who may be easily attracted, and, if B 
properly managed, kept there ; there is also 

choice of position. 

« « * « 

For the degeneration of the savage, fleeing from 
or deserting society for these (jauses, is in close 
conformity with the estrangement of the aborigines 
upon coming into contact with this class of society. 
And it is for this reason that T must apologize for 
repeating that, in order to judge of the condition of 
the natives and understand how they ought to 
be treated, it is aljsolutely indispensable to bring 
forward a remedy for the rapid degeneration of the p 
civil state of Guayana, set out with accuracy and 
witli irrefutable data. It is armed with these, as 
may be seen from the statistical Table, that I am 
determined to lav before the Government with 
everv confidence what I have seen such as it is. 
I feel very strongly as a man and as a citizen that 
nought should be suppressed of what has passed 
})efore my eyes, after I had already known it long 
before ; it would, indeed, be an act of treachery to 
disguise an evil in order to escape the trouble of 
proclaiming it ; and may I also be permitted to 
add that if my words appear somewhat loudly 
uttered, it is l)ecause Guiana is verj*^ far off — very jy 
far off! It cannot otherwise be heard. 

And I think that the greatest of all evils is to 
pass over them in silence. If the Provincje of 
Guiana be regarded through the official corre- 
spondence coming from its capital, much of my 
report will l)e disljelieved ; but if my words require 
further corroboration than the certainty with 
which I pronounce them, it would be sufhcient 
for me to reply, once for all, " That is written by 
one who has remained in his seat, but all this I 
have seen from place to place." 

And had I to add more, I would say that Ciudad 
Bolivar might l)e excused for not doing more than E 
produce otticial replies to superior orders in the 
usual correspondence of administrative routine. 
The law itself has made it impossible for the Go- 
vernors to be responsible for what is passing at 
some distance from that city. Besides, the latter, 
in the midst of its own traffic and of its own 
progress, cannot observe the condition of the pro- 
vince over wliich. it presides. Wliere there is 
satiety it is difficult to take note of inanition, and 
still more so to judge of a destitute condition 
from amidst a relative enjoyment of abundance. 
From the capitals come the statistics by which 
the state of the provinces is made known to the ^ 
Government, and its own province is not that in 
which in tlie interest of Ciudad Bolivar is most 
centred. The higher authority is unable to per- 
ceive what is going on at a distance fixed by the 
law as ])eing beyond the limits of its ocular 
inspection. The law ordering the Governors to 
make visits at their own expense cannot in any 
way be taken to have been passed for those of the 
extensive I*rovince of Guayana. 

2T 
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A Esto por una parte ; que por otra, Ciudad Bolivar 
uo es mas que un pun to de deposito necesario, 6 
recalada inevitable de los productos de seis 
provincias entre nacionales y extranjeras. La de 
Guayana, sin agricultum que efectivaniente no hay 
alli, puede decirse que no tiene mas enlace con 
su capital que el necesario de la amanerada 
correspondencia de olicio ; muy pocas esportaciones 
de ganado cuyos cargamentos se embarcan por la 
ribera inmediata al hato respectivo, una muestra 
insignificaute de cafe de Upata, algunas sefiales de 
que el Bajo Orinoco da cana, y los cueros 
sobrantes y de esparcidas manos que de los 

^ cantones vienen al mercado. 

Careciendo de enlaces mercantiles la capital con 
su provincia, carecen naturalmente dmbas, del 
conductor reconocido universalniente por donde el 
interes de la una, la estimule & imponerse de la 
situacion de la otra. Ciudad Bolivar, pueblo de 
comerciantes, sujetos adinerados, y propietarios 
uvlmnos, y con im vecindario que por lo general 
estii desahogadamente mantenido de las ganan- 
cias que irradia un gran comercio, no tiene por 
que cuidarse mucho de la procedencia de los 
frutos que alli vienen A, nutrir los cambios, y 

p ocupar las manos de cuantos derivan del comercio 

^ su bienestar. Cu^ntare con una seguridad,- 
afianzada por la naturaleza, en la posicion del 
lugar, de que alli ban de venir forzosamente los 
productos de la parte tributaria al Orinoco, de las 
provincias de Cumana, Barcelona y Caracas, todos 
los de Apure, y casi la totalidad de los de Barinas. 
Maderas de Carabobo y aziicares de Merida, 
tambien necesitan de mercado en Bolivar, de 
donde al mismo tiempo todos esos territorios se 
proveen de efectos extranjeros. Se hallarA escu- 
sable por consiguiente que en Ciudad Bolivar 
interese mas una noticia de la remata Barinas 6 

J) del limitrole Arauca, que la de cualquiera de los 
cantones 6 parroquias de la misma Guayana. 
Hoy mismo no se sabe alli hasta donde alcanza la 

desmembracion de la provincia. 

« « * « 

No liay, pues, derecho a esperar de esa capital, 
nociones exactas de una provincia, con la cual su 
unico enlace es la limitada correspondencia oficial 
de fucionarios, por lo regular, forzcu1o8 en los 
cantones a llevarla, y que por tanto la reducen 
casi k solo acusar recibos. Del Bajo Orinoco ni 
aun este enlace ha Uegado d haber. No ha faltado 
en ^1 algun gefe politico que instado por el 

E Gobernador, al cabo de largo tiempo dijo : " aqui 
estti la correspondencia ceiTada, no hay quien la 
abra." De manera, que concentrados en la capital 
los interepes unicos que alli se refunden, que son 
de provincias estraiiaa, la propia no ha hecho falta. 
Todas las atenciones han convergido a la ciudad- 
lonja, y lo demas ha caido bajo la sentencia mas 

fatal la dejacion. Ha llegado esto a 

punto de desbaratarse un pueblo inmediato d la 
capital para hacer uso de la teja en construc- 
ciones de ella. Las barandas del convento del 
mismo pueblo fuera tambien a adornar los 
corredores de una casa de campo: y un pueblo 

-^ que quedd con sus casas en pie y buenas, en plena 
paz las vio caerse despues de despojadas de los 
techos. Hubiera sido, sin embargo, muy facil 
reponer el pueblo. 

Y es por esa dejacion de la provincia, y por la 
manera de ser de Ciudad Bolivar, que he podido 
esplicarme d mi mismo, y conio desearia que 
apareciese esplicado ante el Gobierno, el fen6meno 
que presenta Guayana en comparacion con las 



This on the one hand; on the other, Ciudad 
Bolivar is no more than a necessary place of 
deposit or an obvious store-house for the producte 
of six provinces, both national and foreign. That 
of Guayana, where there is in reality no agricul- 
ture, may be said to have no further relatiouK 
with its capital than the strictly necessary official 
correspondence, a very limited exportation of cattle, 
which are shipped from the Ijank nearest each 
farm, an insignificant sample of coffee from Upaia, 
some indications tJiat sugar-cane grows in the 
Low-er Orinoco, and the surplus hides which, from 
scatteied producers, the cantons send to market. 

There being no connnercial relations l)et\veen 
the capital and its province, they are lK)th, of 
course, deprived of the universally recognized 
means by which the interest of the one is stimu- 
lated to take note of the condition of the other. 
Ciudad Bolivar, a city of merchants, monied 
people, and owners of property, and with a popu- 
lation which is, taken on the w^hole, w-ell supported 
by the ])rofit8 proceeding from a great trade, has 
no. need to trouble itself much al)out the places 
whence come the products that feed its markets 
and fill the hands of those who derive their well- 
being from its trade. It can rely with safety upon 
its own jK)sition, naturally a strong one, for thither 
must necessarily come the products of the country 
tributary to the (^rin(K*o, of tlie Pi-ovinces of 
Cumand, Barcelona, and Caracas, all those of 
Apure, and nearly all those of Barinas. Timl>er 
from Caral)obo and sugar from Merida must also 
find a market in Bolivar, whence, too, all these 
territories are furnished with foreign manufactures. 
It will, therefore, be regarded as pardonable that 
in Ciudad Bolivar more interest is taken in news 
from the remote Barinas, or the adjoining Arauca, 
than in that from any of the cantons or districts of 
Guiana itself. To this very day they are unaware 
in that city how far the dismemberment of the 

province has gone. 

« « « « 

We liave therefore no right to expect from that 
capital accurate information respecting a province 
with which its only link is the limited official 
correspondence of functionaries who, as a rule, are 
compelled in the cantons to carry it on, and who, 
therefore, reduce it almost to a mere acknowledg- 
ment of receipt. In the Lower Orinoco even that 
link has ceased to exist, and it is said that there 
was once a political chief who, on being pressed hy 
the Governor, replied after some time, " Correspon- 
dence is closed here, and there is no one to open 
it ;" so that all the other provinces concentrating 
their interests in the capital, the province in which 
that capital was situated naturally did the same. 
All regards were turned towards the commercial 
city, and the rest fell under the fatal sentence- 
abandonment. This reached such a point that a 
town close to Ciudad Bolivar was destroyed, in 
order that its tiles might be used for new houses 
in tlie capital. The railings of the convent in the 
town referred to likewise went to adorn the 
corridors of a country house, and in another town 
where the houses, and good ones, had been left 
standing, they were allowed to fall in after 
having been despoileil of their roofs. It would, 
nevertheless, have ])een very easy to restore the 
place. 

And it is by this neglect of the province, and 
by the state of things in Ciudad Bolivar, that 
I have been able to explain to myself, iis 1 
should like to see it laid before the Government, 
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demas provincias. Apenas se alzo de estas el 
azote de la guerra que ii todas destrozo, hasta la 
aniquilacion alguiias, coino Barcelona, cuando 
eoineiizo ii verse aiidar aceleradainente la re])Osi- 
cion (lue mas 6 meiios lian logrado eii iiii cuai to 
de siglo. La de Giiayaiia cueiita treiuta anos de 
paz, fue la que mas pronto la aleanzo, y fue aeaso 
]a liuica que solo sufrio los efectos de esa eala- 
midad tan solo ano y medio. Llegar & ella 
algunos de los gefes snlvados de Maturin — 
sefialarse en el heroico paso del Caura — postrar d 
los espaiioles en San F^lix — y arrebatar a Vene- 
zuela de la Espana ocupando A Angostura, es 
cuanto nos da la historia, de la independencia, de 
(Tiiayana, Puede decirse que fue el nlpido paso 
de un meteoro. Casi toda su poblacion, su 
numerosa eria, su agricultura, todo qued() alli 
apenas desflorado. Fue la provincia ([ue lo salvc) 
casi todo del fogonazo que en la guerra le toc6. 
Per cuatro anos mas eontinuo dando de sus 
recursos, para la que se sostenia en el resto de 
Colombia. Su muro de agua la preservo con- 
stautemente del fuego que en lo demas ardia. 
Ha tenido paz jintes que muchas y logro sobre 
todas lui tiempo no coito de residencia y adminis- 
ti*acion de los mas eminentes 6 distinguidos 
colombianos, cuando en lo demas del territorio 
era ibrzoso \'ivir militarmente. A pesar de todas 
estas ventajas relativas, el ultimo tiro de la gueiTa, 
si bien sono para el respiro y reposieion de las 
otras provincias, marc6 la hora de la destruccion 
(le Guayana ; y esto es el fenomeno. Lo que las 
Unas i)ierden en la guerra lo recuperan on la paz : 
y pierde la otra durante la paz lo niucho que 
salvo de la guerra, y sigue en su decadencia hasta 
la postracion en que hoy esta, y seguinl si el 
Gobierno no se apresura a soliviarla. 



Desde que se tome el estado de cosas (jue de- 
niuestran las anteriores observaciones, como j)imto 
de partida para juzgar de lo demas, nniy inciden- 
tales deben de parecer las causas ([ue se inquieran 
para el atraso de una parte de ese todo. La 
civilizacion de aborigenes, con ser el asunto 
primonlial de la Guayana, el punto de vista por 
donde deba mirarse cuanto la concierpa, la gran 
mira predoiiiinante en todas las combinaciones 
relacionadas con aquel pais, la medida por excel- 
encia con que deban escuadrarae todas las otras 
inclusas las salvadoras de la integridad territorial, 
no ha sido hasta ahora sino uno de tantos ramos 
subaltemos de la administracion encargada A 
Gobemadores harto escusables, cuando esttln 
incapacitados de abarcar aun los ramos mismos 
que han corrido como preferentes. Mucho nuhios 
han podido animar con su presencia e imjjuso, la 
ejecucion de los decretos del Gobierno en un ramo 
en que el ^xito consiste en el atinado movimiento 
iinpreso al principio y sostenido. Tuvo la superior 
autoridad que aceptar resultados escritos, y acoger 
por contestaciones, noticias cuya fidelidad no ha 
tenido los medios de autentic^r, pero c^ue tenia el 
deber de pasar al Gobierno como datos. 



Es asi como se explica tambien la disparidad 
que necesariamente ha de tocarse entre las noticias 
que han obrado oficialmente en el Gobierno despues 
de 1842, y los resultados que produce la visita. 



the phenomenon which Guiana presents when A 
compared with the other prov'inces. The scoiu^ge 
of war that laid them all waste, even unto 
annihilati(m, as, for instance, Barcelona, had 
scarcelv been removed when there was imme- 
diately commenced with increasing rapidity that 
restoration which has more or less been achieved 
in a quarter of a centur}\ The Province of 
Guiana counts thirty years of peace, was the first 
to enjoy it, and was perhaps the only one that 
suffered the effects of that calamity for a year and 
a-half only. The arrival there of some of the 
leaders wdio escaped from Maturin, their con- 
spicuous bravery in the passage of the Caura, the B! 
rout of the Spaniards at San Felix, and the capture 
l)y Venezuela of the Spanish garrison at Angostura 
are facts in the history of the independence of 
Guiana. It may be described as the rapid passage 
of a meteor. Almost the whole of its population, 
its numerous flocks, its agriculture, all remained 
almost untouched. It was the produce that saved 
nearly the whole of the coimtry from the flames of 
war that swept over it. For four years more it 
continued to give of its resources for the war that 
was maintained in the rest of Colombia. Its wall 
of water constantly preserved it from the fire that p 
raged in the others. It secured peace before many 
others, and was for a long time chosen as a place 
of administration and residence l)y the most 
eminent aiul distinguished Colombians when in 
the other parts of the territory one was compelled 
to live in military fashion. In spite of all these 
relative advantages, the last shot fired in the war, 
though it ushered in a period of relief and re- 
habilitation for the other provinces, marked the 
hour of Guiana's downfall, and this is the pheno- 
menon. What some lose in war tliey recover in 
peace ; the other loses in peace all that it saved 
in war, and falling into that state of decay and J) 
prostration in which we now find it, will fall still 
lower unless the Government hastens to restore it. 

If we take the state of things demonstrated 
in the preceding observations as a point of de- 
parture from which to jvulge the others, the causes 
that are looked for to explain the backwardness 
of a part of this whole must appear very inci- 
dental. The civilization of the natives being the 
most important matter in Guayana, the point of 
view from which we must consider all that 
concerns that country, the great predominating 
aim in all combinations having anything to do 
with it, the measure 2>«r cxcclleiicG with which all E. 
the othei-s, including those which preserved the 
territorial integrity, must square themselves, lias 
up to the present fonned only one of so many 
subordinate branches of the administration in- 
trusteil to Governors who are surely to be par- 
tloned, since they are inciipacitated from following 
up even those branches which they have sought 
out by preference. Still less have they been al)le 
to animate by their presence and impulse the 
execution of the Governmental Decrees in a 
branch the success of which depends upon they 
proper movement being given to it in the first 
instance and sustained. The higher authorities ^ 
were obliged to accept written results, and to 
receive as replies statements the truth of which 
they had no means of certifying, but which it was 
their duty to hand over to the Government as 
statistics. 

This is how we must also explain the disparity 
that necessarily exists between the statements 
which have done official duty in the Government" 
since 1842 and the results which a visit bring 
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A Yo los presento, sin embargo, A la liiz de la evi- 
(leiicia, y nada es posible omitir, cuando el 
Gobierno manda 

" Que 86 le infoniie razonadamente sobre el 
"estado actual de las Misiones. — Sobre lo que 
" hayaii adelantado 6 atrazado durante el regimen 
" existente — j sobre las causas que hayan influido 
" en los resultados que se observen." 

Reasuniiendo todo aparece que no hay Misiones ; 
que se ban apellidado asi eomo se ve del Cuadro 
estadistico, caserios de solo indios, expontAneanien- 
te formados Antes de los decrecos y viviendo de su 

^ cuenta : lugares que ban sido sienipre paiToquias 

•^ como se ve de la division territorial del Estado : 
lugares que ha muchos anos no existen ; y sitios 
que nunca ban estado poblados. Y por lo que 
respecta A pueblos de espanoles solos, cuyos noni- 
bres figuran como Misiones, los que quedan estAn 
A punto de concluir. De los mixtos se medio 
sostienen aquellos en (^ue hay mayor niimero de 
indios que de espanoles, y decaen rApidamente los 
que tienen mayor mimero de estos que de a(iuellos. 
Los cinco caserios de solo indios, A que me he 
referido, se mantienen por su propia virtud A favor 
de la manera de ser social, caracteristica tie los 

n caribea (|^ue los habitan. 



forth. I present the latter, nevertheless, to the 
light of day, and it is impossil)le to omit aught 
when the Government orders : " That a detailed 
report be made to it upon the present state of the 
Missions ; on their advance or decline during the 
present regune, and on the causes which have 
influenced the results observed." 

Resuming the whole matter, it appears that there 
are no Missions ; that, as may be seen by the 
Statistical Table, such was the name given to the 
hamlets inhabited by Indians only, who formed 
them of their own free will l)efore the Decrees, 
and lived independently; to places that have 
always been parishes, as may be seen from the 
territorial division of the State; to places that 
have not existed for many years ; and to sites that 
have ne^'er been peopled. And with regard to 
settlements of Spaniards only, the names of which 
figure as Missions, those still existing are on the 
point of extinction. Of the mixed ones, those in 
which there is a greater number of Indians than 
Spaniards barely manage to exist, whilst those 
which contain a larger number of the latter than 
the former are rapidly decaying. The five hamlets 
of Indians only, to which I have alluded, are 
sustained by their own virtue, owing to their 
mode of social existence being eharacteristic of 
the Caribs who inhabit tliem. 



Baj'o Orinoco y esjyecialmente el Delta, 

Conforme lo ha menester el asunto, he dejado 
para una mencion separada y exposicion detenida, 
la region mas importante, mas excepcional y mas 
insolita de A''enezuela y acaso de la Am(5rica, cual 
es el canton de la Guayana <|ue tiene en si el im- 
ponente DelUi del Orinoco. Hoy no existe de ese 

p canton sino el territorio despoblado, y los indios 
en los ])Osques. En el cuadro puede verse lo que 
queda y c6mo estAn los lugares que se llamaron 
sus parroquias. De ellas, la cjue fue cabecera tiene 
ijuiiKe casitas : Guayana, dos ; Santa Catalina 
siete ; y Zacupana, catorce. En la primera no bu- 
bo c(m (^uien relevar al gefe politico el ano pasado, 
y acaso el reelecto no tenga relevo en el presente. 
No hay alcalde desde 1845 ni quien pueda serlo 
desde 1843. Uno de los que lo fueron en 45 paso 
A ser gefe politico en 46 y quedo reelegido para 47 
al mismo tiempo ([ue es capitan poblador. En 
Guayana hay un juez de paz desde 1834 con solo 

E un ano de interrupcion. En Santa Catalina, el 
que estA permanece desde 1845 habiendo tenido 
solo el de 44 de descanso, respecto de otro largo 
tiempo anterior. En Zacupana hai un juez de paz 
perenne desde 1842. Esto es por lo respectivo A 
parro(iuias que se tienen como las principales. De 
inferir es, qu^ serA de lo demas. A esto se agrega 
(|ue no ha habido Asamblea Municipal en que tra- 
tar de los relevos. 
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Desde 1840 no hay en todo el canton ninguna 
clase ni forma, ni ramo de recaudacion municipal. 

Desde 1816 no ha habido cura ; y solo desde 
1842 acA, ha recakdo al canton, en 44 el cura 
misionero ingles de Moroco ; y despues en visita 
de bautizar y casar, el Cura de Barmncas tres 
veces. 



The Tjnocr Orinoco, and especially the Ddia. 

In conformity with the requirements of the 
matter, I ha\'e reserved, ibr separate mention and 
fuller treatment, the most important, most excep- 
tional, and most peculiar district that tliei*e is 
in Venezuela, and perhaps in America — the cauton 
of Guiana, containing the vast Delta of the 
Orinoco. There is nothing left of that canton to- 
day but the depopulated territor}' and the Indians 
in the woods. In tlie Table may be seen what 
there is left, and in what state are the places 
that are called its parishes. Of these, that which 
was the capital has fifteen huts; Guiana, two; 
Santa Catalina, seven ; and Zacupana, fourteen. 
In the first, there was no one to relieve the 
Administrative Chief last year, and being re- 
elected, lie may perhaps find no one to reUeve 
him this year. There has been no alcalde 
since 1845, nor any one to imdertake that otiice 
since 1843. One of those who served as such 
in '45 became Administrative Chief in '46, and 
was re-elected in '47, whilst also servuig as 
" capitan poblador " (colonizing agent). In Guiana 
there has been one Justice of the Peace since 1834, 
with only one year's interruption. In Santa 
Catalina, the present one has been in office since 
1845, having rested during '44 on account of a 
long anterior term of service. In Zacupana there 
has been a perennial Justice of the Peace since 
1842. These facts relate to parishes which are 
regarded as the principal ones. It may Ije inferred 
what the rest are like. To this must be added 
that there has been no Municipal Assembly in 
which to settle the elections. 

Since 1840 there has been no municipal collec- 
tion of taxes in any shaj>e or form in the whole 
of the cmiton. 

Since 1810 there has been no incumbent; and 
from 1842 down to the present day the canton 
has only been \asited by the English niissionai^' 
from Moroco in '44, and since then, three times 
for Ijaptisms and maniages by the incumbent of 
Barrancas. 
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Desde 1834 se comenzo una iglesia en la cabe- 
cera que vino & concluirse de techo y paredes en 
J 840. En ese estado quedo y eaminando 4 su 
ruina, el techo estA ya inutil. Como no llego d 
tener puertas es hoy del dominio de los animales. 

Hay un cuartico que sirve de oficina, resto 
de una pequena easa que tenia pieza para cArcel, 
la que estA enteramente destruida. 

Hubo un cimenterio cercado y la cerca no existe 
ya. 

Xunca ha habido escuela, ni publica ni privada. 

Desde 1838 no hay vacuna. 

No se tiene noticia ni tradicion de la demarca- 
cion de ejidos. 

Desde que en 1835 se toc6 el punto de milicias 
con motive de los disturbios de ent6nces, no se ha 
tratado mas de este ramo, y acAso no se puede 
tratar. No hay junta de alistamieiito desde que 
IK) hay Concejo Municipal. 

Nunca ha habido archive eclesiastico, 6 libros 
parroquiales. 

Ha niuclios afios que no se puede conocer el 
niimero de bautismos, matrimonios y entierros del 
canton porque no se ha llevado esta noticia. 

Desde 1842 no se hace censo, y ent6nces tuvo 
todo el canton ^eiscientos habitantes no indios. 
(En 1,7J'0 leguas cuadradas !) Al presente esta 
disminuida en mas de la mitad &c. 

Si nada hay que decir del Bajo Orinoco en el 
seutido de canton pues no existe ya, mucho m^nos 
hay que contar con lo que se haya hecho, en orden 
al objeto de la visita, Misiones. Bajo este punto 
(le vista, esta en peer case que todo el resto de la 
|)rovincia. Ademas de que los decretos no ban 
sido ejecutados, su ejecucion misma no se ha con- 
siderado obligatoria. Se prescinde de ellos como 
si no existieran. El hecho de que algun capitan 
poblador ha despoblado, en lugar de atraer indios, 
llevando a los montes a los que eiicontr6 en 
caserfo, putliera marcar todos los demas, si ya no 
fuera necesario Uevar al Gobierno observaciones 
de que no debo dispensarme, no habiendo quien 
pueda suministrarlas desde la altura del desinteres 
en punto a indios. Prefiero parecer prolijo res- 
]>ecto a noticias en este informe, antes que ser 
deticiente; cuando no lo he side ni aun en el 
}>en(>so trabajo que lo produce. Muy penoso ! 
Y es para no omitido que yo mismo no volveria a 
hacerlo en el tiempo y con las espensas que lo 
hice. Todo el que liaya estado en una parte de la 
(iuayana, comprende desde luego las penalidades 
del todo para viajar. 



El Bajo Orinoco debi6 su existencia a la base 
de Guaraunos que desprendidos de los montes 
fiirvio de comienzo y primitive f undamento a los 
pueblos. El tmto que haya tenido esta raza 
inofensiva y medrosa, de parte de quienes 
aHOciiindoseles en esas fundaciones se asentaron a 
^ inr de ellos, lo dice harto bien el que ban tenido 
i\\xe sufrir otras tribus dotadas de medios para 
hacerse respetar. Per tanto, el cuadro de los 
padecimientos de los Guaraunos, aunque contrista 
el animo, es precise siquiera bosquejf.rlo en un 
informe que ha de dar cumplida idea del " estado 
de los indios " al Gobierno, unico que fcsnga e 
derecho y los medios de ver por ellos. 

[696— 6j 



In 1834 a church was commenced in the capital A. 
the roof and walls of which were completed in 
1840. It remained in that state, and is on the 
road to ruin, the roof being already useless. As it 
never had any doors, it is now taken possession of 
by animals. 

There is a small room which serves as an office, 
the remains of a small house which had a room 
used as a prison, but which is entirely destroyed. 

There was a cemetery fenced in, but the fence 
no longer exists. 

There has never been a school, either public or 
private. 

Since 1 838 there has been no vaccination. B 

There is no information or tradition extant con- 
cerning the demarcation of common land. 

Since the question of militia was mooted in 
1835, consequent upon the disturbances of that 
time, it has not been gone into again, and it is, 
perhaps, impossible to doso."^^ There is no board 
of enlistment since there is no Municipal Council. 
There have never been any ecclesiastical archives 
or parish registers. 

Eor many years past it has been impossible to 
ascei-tain the number of baptisms, marriages, and 
burials in the canton, because the information has ^ 
not been sent in. ^ 

No census has been taken since 1842, and then 
the whole of the canton contained 1 ,600 non-Indian 
inhabitants. (Tliis in 1,700 square leagues.) At 
the present day, this has diminished by more than 
a-half, &c. 

If there is nothing to be said of the Lower 
Orinoco in the sense of a canton because such no 
longer exists, there is much less to be related with 
regard to what has been done respecting the 
object of the visitation — Missions. With regard 
to that matter, this district is in a worse condition 
than all the rest of the province. Apart from the -rv 
fact that the Decrees have not been executed, 
their execution itself has not been considered 
obligatory. They have been regarded as if they 
did not exist. The fact that some "capitan 
poblador " (colonizing agent) drove away, instead 
of attracting the Indians, carrying oti' to the 
mountains those whom he found in the hamlets, 
might serve to show the nature of all the rest, 
were it not necessarv to lav before the Government 
the observations which I ought not to omit, there 
being no one sufficiently disinterested to make 
them on behalf of the Indians. I prefer to appear 
prolix with regard to the information given in this J] 
report, rather than to be deficient, especially since 
I have not been so in the laborious work that 
produced it. Yes, very laborious ! and I must not 
omit to say that I would not do it again in the 
time and at the cost that I did it. All those who 
have been in any part of Guiana imderstand at once 
the hardships of travelling in that country. 

The Lower Orinoco owed its existence to the 
Guaraunos who were drawn from the woods, and 
served to lay the first primitive foundations of 
the towns. The treatment that this inoffensive 
and timorous race suffered at^the hands of those 
who, joining with them in these foundations, V 
deigned to live upon them, tells us only too 
plainly what other tribes, endowed with the means 
of making themselves respected, must have had 
to sufll'er. The description, therefore, of the 
sufferings of the Guaraunos, although it may afflict 
our souls, must find a place in a report which has to 
give a complete idea of the "condition of the 
Indians " to the Government, the only body which 
Las the right and the means to look after them. 

2 U 
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\ Al Bajo Orinoco deben aplicarse las observa- 
ciones que dejo hechas para los demas, con relacion 
al trato que han tenido de los civilizados ; con la 
diferencia adversa para los Guaraunos, que desde 
luego se deja compreuder, de la especial condicion 
de unos infelices, que no solo no replican sino que 
ni siquiera se quejan. Son de un callado sufri- 
miento casi preternatural. No tienen interjeccion 
de dolor ! Alia en sus bosques, alguna vez suelen 
rechazar la invasion de los que conocen por 
hombres daninos 6 temen por desconocidos ; pero 
en lo general huir, encuevarse por decirlo asi, es 
todo su recurso. De consiguiente en ese canton 

B se ha abusado de esos desvalidos hasta el escandalo. 
Es precise decirlo : se ha abusado hasta la inhu- 
manidad. 



Pero las consecuencias no se hicieron aguardar 
mucho tiempo. En esos indios impasibles en esos 
indios animales, al fin debia obrar la tirania a que 
se les tenia sometidos. Por muy animales y muy 
impasibles que se les supusiese, hasta la impasi- 

_^ bilidad misma debia revelarse contra una tirania 

^ tal. Siempre trabajando y siempre desnudos. 
Frecuentemente mal pagados, y siempre con 
objetos sobrecargados de tres tantos m^is de su 
valor. Por lo regular, mas de la mitad de la paga 
en aguardiente, y siempre el aguardiente preliminar 
al resto de la paga. JSiempre sus mujeres e hi jas 
perseguidas, sus hijitos desmadrados y adjudicaxlos 
a estranos, sus hombres distribuidos, sus casas y 
familias dosvalidas, sus miserables pertenencias 
arrebatadas, y nunca, en tin, merecedores del mas 
pequeno cuidado, porque el que se enfermo muri6, 
y el que muri6, su jente era la de los liltimos 

yw cuidados ; todo esto al fin debia traer los resultados 
que hoy lamentamos. Los inconsiderados e in- 
Immanos que los preparaban y precdpitaban, iban 
por un engafioso declive a su propia perdiciou en 
la de los indios, de qnienes tal vez se prometian 
indefinidamente la hnmildad y silencio cx)n que & 
totlo se sometian. A todo, los infelices ! No la 
(lesmintieron es verdad, pero huyeron A los lx)s- 
ques buscando los refujios que la naturaleza les 
brindaba. Contra toda clase de opresion los ha 
deparado la Providencia ! ; y alii estaban sus 
selvas, sus incon tables islas, sus intrincados caHos 
brindiindoselos. Digo hwyeron acomodandome al 

j^ lenguaje usual. Dieron la espalda como la dan 
todos los seres al engano, cuando bajo la con- 
tianza de una promision se hallan malamente 
Vmrlados. Restituy^ronse dire, a sus hogares, 
traspasados sus corazones al verse desmembrados, 
(livididos de lo mas caro, y esparcidos. Pues que 
}^ no son hombres ? ^ No son seres dotados de 
sensibilidad, potencias y sentidos como toda la 
raza humana hije^ de la mano divina ? 



F Faltaron los Guaraiinos de los pueblos, se 
arruinaron estos porque les falto su base ; y las 
labranzas y haciendas siguieron una suerte corre- 
lativa. fara cuando una voz de humanidad se 
quiso hacer oir, la del ilustre guayanes jeneral 
Heres, el mal estaba muy invet^rado ; y sus bien 
pensadas providencias, dntes que alcanzar im 
completo remedio, acaso suscitaron rebeldia. 
Quiso empezar por donde no puede menos de 
empezarse, por inspirar contianza a los indios: 



To the Lower Orinoco must also apply the ob- 
servations which I have already made respecting 
the treatment which the rest have received from 
those who are civilized, with a difference to the 
detriment of the Guaraunos, which will imme- 
diately be understood, in view of the i>eculiai' 
condition of unhappy wretches, who not only make 
no reply, but who do not even complain. 

The callous manner in which they suffer is 
almost preternatural. They have no interjection 
expressing pain. There in their woods they some- 
times repel the invasion of those whom they know 
to be dangerous men or fear as strangers, but in 
general their sole recourse is to betake themgelves 
to iliglit, and to hide, as it were, in their dens. 
In this canton these helpless people have conse- 
quently been abused to a scandalous extent. The 
word must l>e spoken. They have been abused in 

an inhuman manner. 

* * * * 

But the consequences were not long in making 
themselves felt. The tyranny to which these 
impassible and animal Indians were subjected 
could not fail to take etiect. Animal and im- 
passible though they were held to be, impassibility 
itself was compelled to rise against such tyranny. 
Ever labouring, and ever naked ; frequently ill- 
paid, and always in objects reckoned at tiiree times 
as much as their value ; as a rule, more than half 
their pay in spirits, and the spirits always pre- 
liminary to the rest of their pay ; their wives ami 
daughters always persecuted, their sons torn from 
the breast and handed over to strangers, their 
men dispersed, their tribes and families weakeueil, 
their wretched belongings snatched away, ainl 
they themselves never considered worthy of tlie 
smallest care, for he that fell sick died, and the 
family of a man that died was given the least care 
of all ; all this could lead to no other results than 
those which we deplore to-day. The inconsiderate 
and inhuman people who prepared and preci}»i- 
tated these results were proceeding down a dan- 
gerous declivity to their own ruin in that of tiie 
Indians, relying upon an indefinite continuation 
of the humilitv and silence with which the latter 
submitted to everything. To e\erything, the mi- 
hapi)y wretches 1 They did not l)elie tliat reliance, it 
is true; but they tied to the woods seeking the refuge 
which nature held out to them. Providence has 
armed them against ever}' kind of oj)pression ; there 
were their woods, their innumerable islantls, their 
intricate creeks inviting them to come. In 
saying they lied, I use the word most eouinionly 
employe<l. They turned their backs upon 
treachery, as all beings do, when having relied 
upon a given promise they find tliemselves 
wickedly cheated. They returned, I will say, t<i 
their homes, heartbroken at seeing themselves 
dismembered, separated from all they held most 
dear, and dispersed. Are they not men ? Are 
they not beings endowed with sensibility, faculties, 
and feelings, like the whole human race creatal 

by the Divine hand ? 

♦ ♦ « • 

The Guaraunos left the settlements, and the 
latter, being deprived of their mainstay, fell into 
ruins, a like fate befalling the farms and estates. 
But when at length the voice of humanity wished 
to make itself heard in the person of the illustrious 
Guayanese, General H<5res, the evil was already 
inveterate, and his well thought-out measures, 
instead of ottering a complete remedy, only 
created a rebellion. He desired to begin by that 
in which no beginning had ever been made, by 
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j)ero la inconsideracion, la codicia, las opinionea inspiring the Indians witli confidence ; but want 
t':itraviadii8 no esperan. No fue comprendido 6 of thouglit, cupidity, and extravagant ideas leave 
afectose no comprenderle, y la parte de (5xito que no room for hope. He was not understood, or 
contra toda probabilidad comenzo A alcanzar, lo people affected not to understand him, and the 
inutilizo la misma jente, en cuyo favor, aunque measure of success, which contrary to all proba- 
uij poco maa tarde, debia refluir. bility he was beginning to enjoy, was made futile 

by the very people to whose advantage it was, 
though a little later, to redound. 



No. 845. 

Podholder McClitUock to Oovenunent Secretary, 

Sir, Post-house, Pomeroov., October 2, 1847. 

I HAVE the honour to forward mv report for the quarter ending the 30th September, by 
which you will obser^'e that unless I be furnished with means to make up a proper front dam at 
this post (hardwood boards are indiKpensably necessary for this job), the prf»bability is that tho 
nea will undermine the foundation of the dwelhng-house. I have only to add that the place, in 
its present state, is quite uninhabitable, altliough from the circumstance of haviuor to collect dutiew 
from the Oronoko tradei-s, who come through the creeks and savannahs of the interior, arriving at 
the sea by the Morocco Creek, and who cannot pass to town or the Arabian coast (unless they do 
so bj' night without being seen), I consider it my duty to remain at thijj post until the report, now ^ 
forwarded, be laid before his Excellency and the Honourable the Coui-t of Policy. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, ' 

Posthuldcr, dec, Pomerooyi. 
The Honourable W. B. Wolseley, 

GoveiTiment Secretary, &c. 



Inclosure in No. 845. , 

Report of W. C McClintock, Postholder, Poineroon^for the Quarter endhiy September 30, 1847, 

< 

Sheweth : 

THAT during this quarter he made frequent tours through his dintrict^ and vijiitedmany of the 
Indian sottleniente in Pomeroon, but his attention was more particularly directed tow^ards the 
Worrows in the Upper Morocco, by whose labours principally, be it known, the VVuramurv 
Mission was first established, but, he regrets to say, it is no longer a Mission, but once moiu 
mingled with the wilds. The Indian cottages are abaiidoned, and all the buildings more or less 
destroyed by wood ants, and should the place be undisturbed by the hands of man for three 
months longer, a stranger passing that way would be at a loss to discover the spot on which the 
nnce famed Waramury Mission stood ; for, by the expiration of thai period, it will be so completelv 
overnin with bush, vines, &c., that all trace of its former elegance and importance will be K 
enveloped in the woods. This is a melancholy truth, and one that is extremely distressing to 
your reporter whose exertions of mind, as well as body, among those very Indiana, and for veai>\ 
was unceasing, until ho succeeded in bringing them round to such a state of good order aiul 
kindly feeling towards each other, as to induce them to gather, with the aid of a few Arrawacks, 
and Carrabeese, to establish a Mission for themselves on W^iramury Hill, liratly, by clearing away 
the bush, to the extent of about 100 acres, and afterwards by cutting materials for the erection of 
a clergyman's houte, and a church, with a sufficient quantity of their own cottages, whi(Ji, it may 
not he out of place to observe here, they themselves put up, free of all expense to the Colon v. 
And now, althougb they have exhibited so strong a desire to become civilized, and to be taught 
the word of God, the whole of their labours, together with that of your reportei-'s, are to be 
knocktid on the head, simply for the want of a clergyman or teacher. Is there not, he takes the 
liberty to inquire — one in all Europe who will volunti>er in such a noble calling? surely it cannot 
be possible tfiat we are reduced to a man. Therefore, he repeats, let those unfortunate Indians P 
whose cause he now advocates, be provided with a person who will enlighten and instil into 
them the truths of the Gospel, not forgetting, however, to combine, by all means, industry with it, 
HO as to enable them to become more useful to themselves, as well as to others, and to entith; 
them to be placed upon the same footing, and afforded similar advantages as other labourers of 
British Guiana. Besides, the Indians have a claim upon us, if for no other reason than on account 
of the labour they contribute to the sugar estates, whicii was most satisfactorily proved some 
lew mouths back by presenting to your Excellency and Honourable Court a number of certificates 
from Attorneys and Alanagers, &c., describing the Indians of this district as a most useful and 
xjrderly people and deserving of every encouragement from tha Colon;- 
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A Your reporter embraces this opportunity to express his regi*et at the order that was put upon 

his last Petition respecting the establishment of an Indian village at post Pomeroon. for the 
purpose of trying, if possible, to civilize those people by combining industry with education. 
>^hich was taken for notification. The meaning of the word notification he did not, until verv 
lately, comprehend* and he finds it is only applied when the prayer of a Petition is likelv to be 
rejected, or, in other words, no further notice taken of it, for which reason he now takes the 
liberty of expressing his regret at the fate of said Petition. 

Y'our reporter is also wishful of bringing under the notice of his Excellency the want of a mis- 
sionary at Cabacabory Hill, Upper Pomeroon, which has become vacant by the serious indisposition ot 
the Rev. Mr. Brett, whose continued bad health, he regrets to say, will prevent him from retuniinj^ 
to the river ; therefore we are now^ in want of two clergymen -for this district — i:ot only ior 
Indians, but the inhabitants generally look upon it as a serious want, as well as a great incon- 
venience and hardship, not to have as much as one minister of the Gospel in any part of the 
^^ River Pomeroon. 

The Indians who formerly resided on Cabacabory Hill, are now all scattered, and, of the 
fifty cottages erected by tUemselves, on stiid hill, hardly one is occupied, excepting by wood ants, 
which, it persons be not very soon sent to re establish the Mission, or otherwise take caie of the 
buildiiigs thereon, will destroy the whole village, together with its church. 

Your re})orter, considering it a special part of his duty to represent to his ' Excellency and 
the Honourable the Court of Policy, the present dilapidated condition of the front dam of this 
j)ost, together with its bad drainage, <f:c., begs most respectfully to state that, for the want of 
boards, hardwood slabs would answer, as a protection to the high front dam he made, acciording to 
instructions, almost the whole of the said dam has been w^ashed away by the sea, and exposing 
tliereby the foundation of the dwelling-house to meet with a similar fate. 

That, in consequence of not having sufficient money to purchase plank, he bought paals 
ri instead, and had them planted all along the dam ; but, he regrets to say that, as a protection, 
they proved totally useleps, and the evils and disagreeables, together with the danger of the 
foundation of- the house being washed away, from the daily overflow by the tides of the whole 
I)lace, that it would be w^earying your Excellency and Honourable Court were he to attempt to 
go into particulars. 

Permit him, however, with regard to drainage to state, that, in consequence of the tides 
daily covering the floor of the dwelling-house, and at springs rendering it necessary to use a 
canoe to get into the house at all, mud is left all round the dwelling to the action of a powerful 
sun, and smells most disagi-eeable generated, pregnant with malaria and other causes of fever and 
dangerous diseases. 

That, in consequence of the extreme dampness of the whole place, occasioned by the tides 

covering the gi'ounds and floor of the dwelling-house, your reporter's wife and family were 

continually laid up with fever and agut*, and their health generally became so much impaired by 

1) contiiiaed sickness that to preserve their lives he was compelled to remove them from the poet to 

a dry spot up the Pomeroon, which from the post is distant about 53 miles. 

That, your reporter has had an estimate made on the most economical scale, and it appears, 
from 700 dollars to 750 dollars, judiciously expended, would be enough to make a new front dara, 
and to put in a koker to dram the place, and your reporter is quite prepared to say that 
should his Excellency and Honourable Court deem it necessary to cause an examination of the 
I)06t, you will find, he humbly conceives, an absolute necessity exists of adopting, without delay, 
some means to answer the purposes and objects respectfully submitted. 

Your reporter therefore prays your. Kxcellency and Honourable Court will be graciously 
pleased to grant him the means, not exceeding 750 dollai*s, to make a new front dam, and to put 
in a koker to drain the piece of land on which the dweUing-house is erected. 

And your reporter will, as in duty bound, ever pray. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

1^ I*08tholder, <fec?., River Pomeroon, 

September 30, 1847. 



P 



No, 8i6. 

Svperintendent McClintock to Government Secretary. 

gir, Post^lwuse, Pomeroon^ June 2, 1848. 

I AM extremely sorry to inform you that shortly before I arrived here four of the principal 
posts,, or blocks of the post-house, on Avhich rested a roof 50 feet wide, fell down ; as somethiug 
now is immediately required to prevent the house from falling, and as 110 dollars or thereabout^ 
will be sufficient for the moment to repair the damages, I am in hopes his Excellency and 
Honourable Court will be graciously pleased to authorize me to receive from the Receiver-General 
the above amount of 110 dollars to protect the building from further injury by the sea. 

It is almost unnecessary to add that 1 have not a cent'jof my own to spare, but should his 
Excellency and the Honourable Court of Policy feel disposed to have this post put into thoroupli 
repair, PU gladly do so, provided the sum of 500 dollars, which I already laid out on it, be 
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lefuuded to me, altlimioh t(» cany out my proposals 2,(KK) dollars at the very least would be A 
reqin'red. 

X liave &C' 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Svpanntendeiit of Rivers and Creeks, <fec., 
District Ko, 1, Rio Pomeroon. 



No. 847. 
Special RejKtrt of Super! utende^it TV, C. McClintock to lAeutenant-Goveimor. B 

To his Excellency William Walker, Esq.. Lieutenant-Governor of British Guiana, &c. : 

The Report of William (/. McClintock, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, Commissary of 
Taxation, &c., for District No. 1, in reply to a Circular received from his Excellency 
respecting the state and number of the population, &c., on the Pomeroon River : 

YOl^R reporter, in complying with the instructions contained in said Circular, begs most 
respectfully to s*iy that a Return of the population (other than Indians) will be foimd in a sub- 
joined Report, and from the circumstance of his having visited in person each and every Settle- 
ment within the district has enabled him to draw it up with considerable accuracy, and so far as 
information be concerned* he hopes it will render to his Excellency a full and satisfactory state- q 
inent. 

Spiritual sui)erintendence. since Missionary Brett quitted Pomeroon to reside on the Arabian 
coast, has been very scuntily disseminated amongst the inhabitants of this district. Latterly the 
missionary's visits to this ([uarter have been once a-month, but formerly {i,e.^ previous to the general 
dissatisfaction expressed bv the people, of which he made mention in one of his quarterly 
Reports) tbey were of rare occurrence. 

Miools, — There is but one in Pomeroon ; it is conducted by a catechist named Duncan 
Campbell, -who resides on Plantation Hackney, on which estate there has been a church lately 
erected : it is a framed building, 40 teet long by 25 feet \vide, and raised on blocks 3 feet from the 
jCi'ound. 

Mr. Campbell is steady and industrious, married, and has a young family. 

Your reporter is under the impression that the said catechist, in his capacity as teacher, does his 
best, but owing to the very great disinclination on the part of the labourei*6 to ha\e their children D 
instinicted, even in the AVord of God, all exertions to try to improve the condition of the younger 
branches has to a considerable extent proved a failure, in proof of which your reporter begs to 
draM- his Excellency's attention to the fact that of 40 boys and 30 girls, all old enough to attend 
school, only 10 of the former and 7 of the latter seem disposed to avail themselves of instmction 
provided them free of expense. 

Xature of Instrmtinn : Re/idiiig, Writing, and Arithmetic. — There are 7 or 8 of the more elderly 
children who attend school that can read some parts of the Testament tolerably well, and the 
same parties write a little on slates, but in consequence of the parents of those children refusing 
to furnish paper for that purpose, much progreas in this most useful branch of education cannot 
be expected. 

\our reporter, in conclusion, be^s to observe that every other particular will be found in the 
subjoined Report. — , 

(Signed) W. C. MoCLINTOCK, ^ 

Sufterintend^nt of Rivers and Creeks, ^c,,for District No. 1. 

Rio Pomeroon y Jane »J0, l<54tS. 



inclosure in No. 847. 

Return of Inhabitants (other than Indians) on the Pomeroon River ^ its TrihutarieSy and Morocco Creek, 
cotnmonli/ called District No. 1 ; commencing from the aforesaid Creek and extending to the Tapa- 
cooma Lake^ both inclunive, ^Oth June, 1848. ^ 

[For this [ucb)siu'e see next page.] 
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Xo. 84S. 
Report of \V, C. MvCliiitock\ PoHtholder^ Fomeroon Ricer^ for the Qiuirter ending Septemher 30, l^4'S 

Sheweth : 
A THAT during the mouth of August your reporter made a tour through part of the western 

division of his district, visiting by the way most of the Spanisli An-awack settlements on Morocco 
Creek, together with many othere on the smaller branches, tributaries of said creek, which latter 
are inhabited by Worrow Indians, wdio are noted as being more industrious, and to contribute 
more labour towards the cultivation of the sugar-cane, than any of the other tribes of Guiana. 
The Worrows are likewise useful in the fabrication of corials and canoes, and the celebrated 
Spanish launches, sometimes so large as to cany seventy persons, are made by them also ; and 
lastly, although not least in point of utility, it is the same nation that makes the well-known and 
much prized " ita," or more commonly called *' Sii'ow " hammocks. 

The Won'ows, as wf^U as every other tribe of Indian inhabiting the Rivers Wiuey, Bareeinn. 
and Amacuru, and also various other streams of less note within this extensive district, are up ti- 
the present moment totally improvided with any kind of instruction, left entirely to themselves ti^ 
indulge in all the hoiTors of a savage life. 
-" The Mission which your reporter succeeded in getting the Wori'ows, Arrawacks, CaiTaboesc, 

and Accaway Indians to establish on Waramury Hill, situated on the right bank of Morocco 
Creek, and about >< miles from the sea, is now and has been for a long time past completely 
abandoned. The cottages (fifty in number), erected by themselves on said hill, and at then- own 
cost, are long since destroyed by wood-ants, leaving nothing except the missionary's dwelhn^- 
house and a church to represent the importance of this once invaluable institution, which, without 
the aid of a single individual other than Indians, your reporter established in course of a few 
months. To say, therefore, that the Indians generally, but more especially those who reside in 
the vicinity of Waramury Hill are not sorely disappointed at the manner in w^hich their 
indefatigable exertions in clearing upwards of 100 acres of dense forest, and erecting a villapj 
thereon, have been treated, would towards all those poor people be an act of the greatest 
injustice, for they are sadly grieved at it, and do not forget at every convenient opportunity U* 
r\ convey to your reporter their ideas on the matter, which, in their own words, are as follows : — 

"Now, as we have done everything as far as lay in our power to establish a teacher amoni; 
us for the piu'pose of educating our children, the whole of our efforts have been allowed to fall ti- 
the groimd, and the Mission that was at one time so well attended by us, is once more growni up 
m bush, and n^ wild to look at as the surrounding forest." 

It may be well to observe here that it is by the extraordinary skill and unerring aim witli 
the arrow of the Worrows that the noted Moroc^oco fishing of the Lower Oronoko is kej)t up, and. 
although introduced into this province by Spaniards, the fish are only salted by them, but on all 
occasions caught by the Warrow Indians, who, together with the other Indian nations of British 
Guiana, display a considerable degree of cleverness in almost every undertaking. Still, there u 
no peo})le who appear more destitute of imagination. 

The Indian women display considerable skill also in the making of baskets, hammocks, <to., 
and they show on all occasions more vivacity than th(^ men, but, poor creatures, they share tho 
D usual misfortunes of the servitude to w^hich the sex is more or less condemned among nati<;ns 
where civilization is in its infancy, or, he may say, as regards the larger portion of this district 
unknown. Such, therefore, being the case, it is of the greatest impoi'tance, not only in point of 
industry, but as a scriptural duty, due by the Europeans of this province, that they should interest 
themselves in the Indians, and rescue them from their present barbarous, abject, and miserable 
condition. 

Hoping that the day is not far distant when this unfortunate people, shall have their Mission 
on Waramury Hill established, thereby affording them an opportunity to participate in all 
the advantages resulting from the progress of civilization, and the improvement of social 
order, I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Sffprrmfaulent of Rivers and Cnrlx, ((r. 

Stpfnnhrr ;)0, 1S4<S. 



No. 849. 
^u^yerinttndrnf AfidHnfiH'l' to (ronrnnH'jd SfTirtan/. 



Sir, Rosf-Jtonse, Pomcroon Rirer, January 4, 1849. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward my re})ort for the quai'ter ending the 31st December, 184^. 
and also to remark that his Lordship, when last in this river, (expressed a desire (by prospects 1 
held out to him) to establish a teacher on the River AVinev for the Waika Indians. 

Having frequently (I fear too often to be agreeable) represented the barbarous, abject, and 

^^ miserable condition ot the Worrow Indians — especially those who inhabit the more remote parts 

-*^ of this extensive district — I paused, being doubtful, whether or not it wcmld be prudent to 

introduce to his Lordship this topic ; but finally I concluded that his presence not only afforded 

me a fitting opportunity, but a good excuse for again touching upon it, and pointing out to him 

my views and feelings towards this people. I accordingly proposed — by Avay of reniedyiii<;, if 
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such be practicable, the present barbarous condition of this unfortunate tribe — the immediate A 
establishment of a Mission on Barima, for the Worrow Indians of said river, to which his Lordship 
most cordially acquiesced, adding his determination to leave nothing undone to try aud procure 
missionaries to fill two such important positions, embracing, as they would, all the Indian settle- 
inents to westward, and the likelihood of being instrumental in inducing the Worrows of lower 
Oronoko to abandon their present habitations and settle down on the Bareema, contiguous to the 
proposed Mission. I beg leave, therefore, to nay that it is principally on account of these 
arrangements (which to be put into operation only await his P^xcellency's appi'oval) that I now 
recommend the Indians, whose names are mentioned on the adjoining sheet, as fit and proper 
persons to hold the office of captain, besides being capable to render the requisite aid in 
establishing Missions throughout the interior of this district 

In naming to his Excellency the Arrawak Indian Cabarally, I consider some explanation 
necessary, in consequence of bis having already held a Commission, which, however, he returned ^ 
to the then Government Secretary, now Sir Henry Young, because I declined to recognize him as ^ 
captain for the Worrow Indians. It is hardly requisite to mention that Cabarally's appointment 
took effect on the recommendation of my predecessor. My reasons for thus acting were so fully 
explained to his Excellency, Sir Henry Light, that he immediately caused a Commission to be 
issued to John Henry, a Worrow, who is yet alive and resides on a place called Komwatha,* in 
Upper Morocco ; having, thus far, checked an abuse of power wliich invariably occurs when 
Indians, of different nations, are placed in authority over each other, it is only left for me to say, 
injustice to Cabarally, that I do not know any Indian (and few equal to him) more fit to hold the 
office of captain and constable, provided it be over his own trioe, the Arrawaks ; his extreme 
Hober habits, so exceedingly rare among Indians, is, of itself, as strong a recommendation as 
eould well be advanced ; therefore, tor this reason, combined with his desire to be reappointed, I 
pray his Excellency will be graciously pleased to look favourably on his case and confirm the 
Haid Arrawack Indian Cabarally in the office of captain and constable, for the Assakata Ci'eek, n 
together with the other Indians, as named in the adjoining sheet. 

I have, &c. 
(Sic^ned) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent oj Rivers and Creeks, ctu, for District No, 1. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 849. 

Report of W. C. McCliiitock, Postholder, SupemntcTident of Rivers and Creeks, Commissa'ry of 
Taxation, 4*c., fo<r JDistrict No, 1, for the Quarter ending December 31, 1848, 
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Sheweth : 

THAT during the early part of this quarter he made a tour through many of the small creeks 
to westward, not, however, extending his visits beyond the Spanish settlements on Morocco, in conse-. 
quence of the great scai'city of water at that time on the savannah, through which in the wet 
season all the Spanish launches, and frequently large sloops, pass to reach the sea at Morocco 
mouth ; the want of a proper canal through this part of Upper Morocco forms a complete barrier 
for several months of the year to all communication with the Rivers Winey, Barima, and Oronoko, 
thereby cutting off, although for a time only, that intercourse so essential to the general welfare of 
the Pomeroon district, but more especially to the Arabian coast, where employment at all times 
ean 80 easily be attained, the non-establishment of which in all Indian Missions is, and will con- 
tinue to be, a stumbling-block in the Avay towards civilizing the people. 

The Worrows. although looked down upon by every other tribe of Indians, have to the 
planter, if to no other portion of the community, proved themselves to be the most useful of all 
the Indians that British Guiana can boast of. They, unfortunately, are designated, and not alto- E 
;jether without cause, the hewers of wood and earners of water. The Carribs ai-e known as the 
warriors, the Arrawaks the aristocracy, and the Accaways, or more commonly called Waikas, the 
agfriculturists, attending as they do the cultivation of the soil much more than is usual to be 
observed among Indians. 

The Waikas are a fine nation, and are much fairer in their complexion than other Indians, and 
surpass them in athletic fonn and regularity of teatures, as well as in cleanliness of person and 
domestic arrnngements ; and, lastly, it is in confoi-mity with the Waikas to be united to only one 
wife, whereas the Worrows indulge in bigamy, and there are to be met even several instances of poly- 
jTHmy among that tribe. It is only within very few years that they have removed their miserable 
dwellings from the Ita swamps to higher grounds, which in a great measure accounts for their 
Bluttishness, both in person and dwelling. 

Your reporter was truly gratified to leani from his Lordship's own lips that Waramury Mission 
was shortly again to be re-established. This pleasing intelligence had no sooner been communi- ^ 
cated to the Indians than they at once, by your reporter's request, commenced to (be it remem- 
bered this is the second time^ clear away the hill of bush, &c., so as to give the place some 
appearance of civilization. 

Although the Worrow Indians of Winey and Bareema contributed, in the first instance, to 
establish said Mission, it is, unfortunately, too great a distance from their settlements to expect 
them to attend it, independent of the barrier by the w^ant of water between those rivers and 
Morocco already described. 

* This refers to Kamwatta Creek, at the point where the Bara-bara Creek direrg^s from the SaTannah at the head of the Momka. 

1 696— 61 2 Y 
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Your reporter, therefore, with a view to obviate this difBculty, begs leave to suggest now, a» 
the boundary of British Guiana is defined, and no likelihood of any interference by the ViMie- 
zuelan Government, that a Mission forthwith be established on the Bareema for the convenience 
of the Worrow Indians of that river, and another on tlie Winey for Accaways. The only aid vour 
reporter seeks from his Excellency to try and carry out so desirable an object is the appointineijt (»f 
a lew Headmen, or Captains, whose names will be found in the letter that accompanies this report, 
to each of the aforesaid rivers for the purpose of receiving, and in his absence executing, such 
orders regarding the Missions as he from time to time have occasion to issue. 

Your reporter begs to conclude by mo t respectfully submitting his sug'gestions — the 
re-establishment of two Missions, one on River Bareema and the other on River Winey — for his 
Excellency's considei-ation, in the hope that this may be approved and sanctioned accordingly. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLIXTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, Post/wider, Commissary of 
■^ lojjation, &c.,for District Ko. 1, Rio Pomeroan, 

December 31, 1848. 



D 



Inclosure 2 in No. 849. 

Memorandum. 

YOUR reporter being, for many years, well acquainted with the following Indians, and 
knowing them to be fit and proper persons to hold the office of captain, are now most respectfully 
submitted for his Excellency's approval : — 

Cabarally (AiTawack) captain and constable for Assakata Creek. 
p Moses (Worrow) captain for Winey River. 

^ Ben (Worrow), captain for Barama Creek,* 

Daniel (Carrabeese) for Barama Creek. 
John (WoiTow) for Upper Bareema River. 
Nelson (Worrow) for Aruka Creek, or Lower Bareema. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintefident of Rivers ami Creeks^ ^r. 

* Harama is a large tribatarv of the Winey River, inhabited bj Worrows, Carrabeese, and Accawa?, or Waika Indians. IV 
ormer Carrib Captain, named " FernHndo," is dead upwards of two years, and '* Manwike," the former Worrow Captain for 
Barama Creeic, upwards of two and a-half years. Sir Henry Lii^ht, by your reporter's suggestion, appointed a Captain for the 
Waika Indians, named Capoey, who is still alive. — [Note by McClintock.] 



No. 850. 

Report of W. C, McClintock, Superintendent of Rivers arid Creeks, Commissary of Taxaiion^ &c., for 

District No. \,for the Quarter ending March 31, 1849, 

Sheweth : 

THAT during the early part of this quarter he spent a couple of weeks in Upper Pomenxm. 
and while sojourning in that lowdity his atientiou was much occupied at seeing pass his 
encampment several large corioles, manned principally by Portuguese, laden witli i)lantains, 
Avhich, on inquiry, he discovered to be the production of the high lands of this river, and 
cultivated by the Carrabeese Indians of that district, who of late have become rather industrious 
in the cultivation of the soil, many oi them having extensive tracts of land well stocked with 
plantain trees, the bunches produced from which, being exceedingly large, f«^,tch readily, when 
E conveyed to the Arawabece coast, as high as 8o cents per bunch. But the iirst cost of this 
vegetable, when compared with the above price, is, for the following reasons, rather low: fiistly, 
the Indians' provision grounds are invariably a considerable distance inland, and far from wati r 
carriage ; secondly, the paths leading to them are not only zigzag, but most disagreeable, and 
often dangerous to walk over, especially to those who have not been accustomed to travel inucii 
in a dense forest; and, as the purchaser is generally one of this description, and having, ahudst 
on all occasions, to carry out his own load, the article is much depreciated in value. For examplf , 
a bunch of plantains that will sell on the Arawabece coast for 80 cents can easily be purchased at 
the Indian ISettlements for 25 to 33 cents; but, to view this matter in its proper light, it is ni(»st 
truly gratifying to see the Indians become so industrious, for civilization must naturally follow 
industry, and there is no system that could have been established amongst those people so likely 
to accomplish this most desirable object as the very one on which they themselves have now 
^ stumbled upon — agiicultural pursuits. Occupation of this kind will not only instil into them 
^^ habits of the most useful description, but at the same time check, if not entirely, to a considerable 
extent, those wandering propensities to which he assigns as the principal cause of so much misery 
as well as death amongst tliose unfortunate and benighted people, for, thoughtlessly, they roam 
from place to place, and taking no care for the morrow. 

The Indians of whom your reporter has just been speaking had not very long since the 
benefit of a missionary, who until lately resided in the upper part of Pomeroon Hiver; but, owiu^ 
to serious indisposition, he was compelled to remove to the Arawabeese coast, where he at present 
resides, paying, however, monthly visits to this district in his capacity as clergyman. The 
Mission to which missionary Brett had been attached, named Cabacabory, is now superiDt«nde<l 
by a native teacher of the Arrawak nation, who is employed more for the purpose of keeping 
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tocrother on the MiB^ion the Indian children than for the benefit of insti-uction, as the Indian A 
himeolf is not sufficiently intelligent to extend to the children much, if any, addilional knowledge 
(•ver and above what they gather while under the spiritual i:are of the missionary, but the person 
in charge is steady, sober, and correct, and one who does not fail to impart readily to those under 
him all he himself has acquired. Trifling although it be, it is dii-ected in the right way, and has 
the effect ot keeping the children on the Mission instead of allowing them to retrograde into a 
Htiite of abject barbarism. 

The Waramury Mission established by your reporter some years back, sifuated on the right 
hank of Morocco Creek, and about 8 miles from the sea, is once more partially cleared of bush, 
grass, vines, &c„ and now assumes an air of grandeur in comparison to what it was some months 
figo. A catechist has lately been appointed, and abeady commenced his labour among the 
Indians in the neighbourhood of said Mission, and although there exists at this present great 
scarcity of bread and vegetables among the Indians on Morocco and its tributaries, which will 
prevent them settling their cJiildren on the Mission, still your reporter feels peifectly assured, -B 
when their crops come into bearing, that the attendance at school will not only be numerous but 
rejrular, and on Sundays the same may be anticipated by the adults. At present the Indians 
(Worrows principally) inhabiting these remote parts, already named, are to be found wherever 
there is an Ita swamp, feeding upon the pith and seed of said tree, and at the same time jn-ocuring 
(he top or spire of it for the fabrication of the well-known and much prized hammock, called by 
some •* Serow," and by others Ita hammocks. The pith of the Ita tree is an excellent substitute 
tor bread, and the seed when stripped of its outer covering, stumped in a mortar, and afterwards 
mixed with water (a little sugar or molasses would be a gieat improvement), forms a most 
refreshing and wholesome beverage, and the tree itself, when split into laths, has been known to 
remain good for fifty years. 

Your reporter suggested, in his report for the quarter ending 31st December, 1848, the 
establishment of two other Missicms, one for the Accaway or Waika Indians on the Wieney River, p 
and one for the Won'ovv's on tlie Bareema River. To these suggestions, however, he has had no ^ 
reply, ccmcluding thereby that some obstacle must have been in the way, probably the want of 
funds for missionary purposes, and if such be the state of the case, he begs most respectfully to 
^?ay that it's far better to allow matters, or rather the people, to continue in their present 
deplorable state of ignorance ; for, although the Indians inhabiting this most extensive district 
iiiurnbering in all about (J.UOO) are quite ready and most willing to contribute gratuitously their 
lahom* in establisbing Missions and erecting as far as lity in their power buildings thereon, still 
\our reporter is decidedly opposed to any steps being adopted for the formation of Missions, 
unless there be combined with it a certainty of having pei*sous ready to take charge of such 
important institutions, for to disappoint the ludian — who is already fickle and suspicious— only 
tends to make him still more so. 

Your reporter, during the month of Febmary, made a tour of inspection to the Roman 
Catholic Mission of Santa Rosa, situate on the left bank of Morocco Oeek, and distant irom jy 
AVaramurv' about 14 miles, and from the sea 22 or 24 miles. This Mission is inhabited by Spaniards, 
or, more correctly, called Spanish Arrawacks, being to a man almost descendants of that once very 
numerous tribe of Indians. 

In 1840 Santa Rosa Mission contained 3315 souls as follows : 103 men, 107 women, 08 boys, 
and 58 girls ; but since that period they have gradually decreased, not so much by death (although 
small-pox did enough among them) as l)y desertion, .several families, of late more particularly, 
having returned to the Oronoko, from whence tiiey originally came, assigning no reason for the 
<hange beyond there being a greater abundance of fish and g.ime, and more easily procured than 
in Morocco, which, indeed, as regards those two most essentials at least to the Indians, is about the 
poorest pait of the province. 

The spiritual charge ot the Santa Rosa Mission is, and has been for nearly ten years, intrusted 
to the care of the Rev. John Cullen. R.C.C, a native of Ireland, but as this gentleman intends, by 
his own particular desire, to quit the Coluuy, it is not yet known to yoiu' reporter who, or if any E 
other clergyman, will succeed him. 

(Si|?ned) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Svpcrintetuknt of Rivers and Creeks^ Comraismri/ of Taxation 

Posiholdcr, aiul J.I\ for Pomeroon, <icc. 

March 31, 1849. 



No. 851. 

Postholder McCliiitock to Government Secretary, 

Sir, PoH'Jwnse, Pom croon River, April 9, 1849. 1^ 

I HAD the honour to receive, on the 7tli instant, your letter dated 20th March, together 
with a Petition from Mr. Benjamin Bunbury, on which I will report as soon as I get some useful 
information relative to the spot lie now resides upon. 

In reply to your letter of the 7th. in regard to the quantity and description of timber hkely 
to be required for the erection ot a dwelling-house on the Fomeroou, fully 50 miles from the 
mouth of said river, I can only say just now that for want ot sufficient funds the materials will 
consist principally of Tacooba posts (round) made of Wallaba; but, before availing myself of 
the permission kindly granted, and so far from Morocco mouth (60 miles at least), I have deemed 
it right to lay before his Excellency the following statement in explanation of a certain duty 
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V (which belongs more to the Customs) that I will have to perform as soon as the Tax Ordinance 
he renewed, presuming, that from press of much important business the same may have escaped 
his pjxcellency's notice. 

1 have therefore to state, that all Spaniards who trade to the Colony in coreals, canoes, 
and sometimes small sloop boats, are obliged, from the peculiar build of the crafts, to pasa 
through Morocco Creek to reach the sea, tlie mouth of which is distant from the post-house 
about 3^ miles, and from whom, according to a special order from Sir Henry Light, I am compelled 
to receive duties ; and, for that purpose, as also to prevent smuggling, said order directs me to 
reside at the mouth of Pomeroon River ; and it was in consideration of this extra duty I was 
allowed a house (the Receiver-General has the order alluded to), but to perform which, without 
having any place of slielter either at Morocco mouth or Pomeroon, and no decked boat that 
myself and crew could live in, is almost impossible ; and permit me to say that if I had my own 
interests and comforts only at heai-t, I would nob trouble you now with this letter, for the high 

li lands are far preferable to the low and swampy Tavoiding all mention of mosquitoes) to reside 
upon, but after twelve years, nearly, in (ilovernment service, during which period the necessity of 
having the mouth of this Morocco River protected comes so often imder my notice that it now 
only remains for me to say when once the present protection be removed or withdrawn, smuggling 
in rum, sugar, coffee, tobacco in roll, oil, &c., will be earned on by the Spaniards of the Oronok(». 
Therefore, if only for the protection of the few traders, I take the libei-ty of most respectfully 
proposing that the small sum of 400 dollars be })hiced at my disposal for the purpose of having 
the present post-house removed fniiher from the sea, and to meet any expenses that may after 
be required for the completion of this work. I am agi-eeable to contribute out of mv small salary, 
although, having from time to time spent on this house, grounds, upwards of 1,000 doUa^ it 
is hardly fair to expect more Irom me, but, to better enable me to perform my duties, I am quite 
satisfied to advance a small sum. 

^ In conclusion, I beg leave to add tliat, in case the above proposal be rejected, perhaps his 

^ Excellency, seeing the actual necessity for having some protection at the mouths of these rivers 
for the piu'pose of preventing smuggling, will be graciously pleased to place at my disposal the 
snm of 300 dollars for the building of a boat, which I would make answer instead of the house, 
although certainly not preferable to me. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, IhipeHntendent of Rivers 

and Creeks, Commissary of Taxaiian, ^c.,/or 
J}istrict No. 1, Pomeroon^ 

P.S. — For any fuHher information in regard to the importance of keeping up protection 
here either by a floating residence or otherwise, I beg leave to refer you to that most efficient 
officer (according to Sir Henry Light) William Crichton's reports while Acting Superintendent 
J) of Rivers and Creeks of this district. 

W. C. McC. 
The Honourable William Walker, Government Secretary, 
&c., &c., &c. 



No. 852. 
Fosthohler McClintovk to Government Secretary. 



Sir, Pomeroon River, Jidy 10, 1849. 

IN ray report for the last quarter, which I now have the honour to forward, I suggested the 
^^ propriety of aiding the Indians who are already settled on the banks of the Tapacooma Lake in 
forming a village on said lake. In doing so will be a grand step towards keeping them on it, as 
w^ell as an encouragement to others to locate so contiguous to the sea coast, an object that has 
long been desired, but until lately never put into practice. 

I am prepared to say that if the Colony would provide a salary for a teacher, many of the 
planters on the Arabian coast would contribute in defraying any little expenses that might bo 
reqnired for the erection of a suitable place of w-orship, and, as to the period for such an experi- 
ment, I believe the present to be well calculuted, as I understand no provision has been made for 
Cabacabory Mission, which, with the exception of a lew Indian children under the superintendence 
of a native teacher, is completely abandoned and overrun with bush grass, vines, &c. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK. 
^^ r JSuperi?it€ndent of Rivers and Creeks, Ac. 



Inclosure in No. 852. 

Report of W, C. McClintock for the Quarter ending June 30, 1849. 

YOUR reporter begs most respectfully to bring to his Excellency's notice the fact of there 
being some years ago a sum of money, bordering on 10,000 dollars, granted by the then Governor. 
8ir Henry Light, and the Combined ('ourt, for the express purpose of establishing an Indian 
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village on (it was said at the time) the Island of I.^quan ; but your reporter, knowing how A 
fniitless would have been the attempt to induce Indians to settle down permanently upon a spot 
«o confined, he wrote in support of this opinion the following statement. 

If the Indian village is to be put up on Lequan, it will certainly be a complete failure ; 
jiothing will induce the Indians to locate themselves on an island where there are no fishing 
streams or hunting-grr)und8, and but little waste lands for the cultivation of the cassada. A 
residence on so small an island would be to him a species of imprisonment; still, your reporter is 
certain the experiment might be tried with every success on the banks of the Tapacuma Lake, 
where several Indian families have already settled, and all of whom are most wishful and quite 
ready to contribute, as far as lay in their power, towards the establishment ot a Mission, or village, 
oil said lake; and, as it abourids throughout the year with fish and game, and being so contiguous 
to the estates, your reporter most humbly beseeches his Excellency to look favourably upon his 
Huggestion, and grant a small sum of money to enable the Indians to carry out this desirable 
object. If the Indian Commissioners suppose that the erection of dwellings (which was the plan B 
proposed) will prove a sufficient inducement to the Indians to quit his native wilds, or to remain 
pennanently settled on any confined spot, or get the sea coast, they will, he is certain, find them- 
selves mistaken, To accomplish even a removal from their present haunts to the lake must be a 
work of time, and conductud Avith great caution; lor if the untutored savage suspects that there 
i« an ulterior object in the advances or oflers of the white man, he will reject them without 
inquiring or trial. 

The principal point to be gained is to induce the Indians to commence cultivating provision 
grounds convenient to where the village is to be established, and if the promise of a schoolmaster 
were held out to them, your reporter sees no difficulty in having, in the course of time, thousands 
of Indians inhabiting the banks of the Tapacooma Lake. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks* p 

Jwu 30, 1849. ^ 



No. 853. 

Report of W. C» McClinfxych^ Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, Posthclder^ Commissary of 
Tajpation, &c,,Jor District No, 1, River Pomeroon^ for the Quarter ending September 30, 1849, 

Sheweth : 

THAT during this quarter your reporter Ta*ited Muruca Creek and various settlements in other 
parts of his district inhabited by Worrows, Caribs, and Arrawak Indians, and, according .as he 
becomes better accjuainted with the character of these ])eople, his opinion in like manner becomes J) 
mere strengthened, that to try to civilize the Indians industry must be combined with education ; 
Ji8 the present system your reporter considers, for the following, and, among other reasons, is 
utterly inefficient, not to say preposterous. What is this system ? It may with sufficient fidelity 
be thus described. 

An Indian, by frequent visits to his settlement, is induced, through the persuasion of said 
missionary, to attend a school, at which there is taught reading, writing, and arithmetic. To 
these branches of education the Indian is kept, until a knowledge of each (no matter how trifling. 
&9 it generally is) be acquired. After this the Indian is discharged, the missionary considering 
that he is either too big to continue longer amon^ children then composing the school, or that he 
has picked up enough learning to enable him to work out an honest livelihood for himself. 

The object (no person can dispute) is a good one, and might perhaps be realized had there 
been as much pains taken to impress upon the Indian mind the necessity of becoming equally as 
well acquainted with the use of the implements of husbandry or a trade as there was to inculcate E 
into him the art of reading and writing, of which, on quitting school, he knows about as much as 
a parrot that requires to be coaxed before it will prattle, excepting that [it] conveys to the bosom of 
that Indian a degree of pride only calculated to render his life more unstable, and without 
making him one whit the better man or more useful in any way to himself, his family, or the 
roramunity. Therefore, in trying to civilize the Indian, the first and principal object should be to 
impress upon him the indispensable necessity of becoming industrious, which, in your reporter's 
humble opinion, can only be accomplished by a complete alteration in the present system — a 
system calculated to retard instead of promoting the long wished-for object. For example, 
Indian children, when assembled at Missions, in preference to being employed in some description 
nf labour, sufrh as weeding, moulding, digging small drains, &c., or planting on groimd selected 
expressly for training them to some kind of agricultural pursuits, are allowed to swing about in 
their hammocks, and otherwise idle away their time. The result is, that the Indian, on lea\4ng ^ 
rtchool, returns again to the wilds, where he prefers to roam, not knowing how or in what way to ^ 
apply the little education he received (of whii:h he really does not understand one word hardly, 
although, in other respects, he, the Indian, cuts for a short time a severe dash among his 
<;ompanions) in such a manner as would enable him to be placed, if not considered, upon a similar 
tooting as their more favoured brethren of the province, and where, for the most part, he leads 
an idle and desultory life, the fertility of the soil, combined with his few wants (for on returning 
to the woods he relieves himself of almost all clothing), and the munificence of the climate, 
releasing him from the necessity of nearly all corporeal exertion, content to enjoy the present he 
interrupts not his pleasures with any preparation or provision for the future, emphatically he takes 
no thought for the morrow. 

i_09G— G] 2 Z 
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.V What follows a life thus described can easily be imagined. Deficiency ol f»>od for montha 

together (excepting the wild root and fruits of the forest), which, without any doubt, is one great 
cause of thtir demoralization. Again, their famines are iuvariably accompanied or succeeded by 
disease. 

Indians are easily led, and willing to obey ; and by establishing among them, on the MiKslonH, 
a proper and liberal system of industry, thfir roving propensities would ctase. I'hiw obstacle 
once overcome, a more useful, mild, and better-disposed class of labourers could not be wished 
for ; but how, your reporter inquires, imder existing circumstances, is that to be expectetl ? A 
people almost totally neglected left to themselves. Not a soul to direct when or in what way 
their grounds should be tilled, what's to prove to them that the land is capable of yielding a 
succession of crops, instead of wandering about every year in search ot iresh grounds, conf-iderinj^ 
(as they now do) that, after the first return, the land becomes perfectly useless for agricultural 
purposes, and no institutions for them to try and better their condition (there are 7,000 Indians in 
B this district, and only one Mission, Waramury). Is it then to be wondered that we find a character 
suspicious, fickle, cruel, cunning, treacherous, and, not without much regret, your reporter addi*, 
bloodthirsty. Whereas if one- third of the money now expended (there was 10,000 dollars granted 
a few years back for the benetit of Indians, but not a cent has yet been laid out) in trying to 
improve and instruct the present labourers oi the Colony were judiciously applied to Indians they 
would become not only useful to themselves as well as to the sugar estates, and for general good 
conduct they would be held up as ornaments in comparison to the example at present set by the 
black labourers of Guiana. 

That Indians are susceptible of instruction is a fact beyond contradiction, and the residt of so 
great a blessing, when united with correct industrious habits, will make the Indian become a most 
valuable assistant in the cultivation of the sugar cane, and in every other description of labour 
usually performed on sugar plantations. In support of this opinion, your repoiter begs most 
p respectfully to refer his Excellency to numerous certificates from proprietors, attorneys, and 
^ managers of estates on the Arabian coast, which, together with a Petition he forwarded about 
two and a-half yt-ars ago to the then Government Secretary, now bir Henry E. F. Young, by said 
certificates it will be discovered how much the Indians then employed were admired on account (^f 
their steady, quiet, and general good behaviour. 

In conclusion, your reporter, with all due respect to his Excellency Henry Barkly, Esq., and 
the Honourable the Court of Policy, most humbly beseeches now, as there is so much being done 
in the way of education ibr the labouring classes of this (ilolony, that a sum of money for a similar 
purpose will be granted for the poor and benighted Indian, a sum, he hopes, adequate to support 
four missionaries : one for the Carrabeese and Accaway Indians, in Upper Pomeroon, one for thv. 
Cairabeese, Accaway, Worrows, and An*awacks, in the River Winey, (me for the Worrow 
Indians on the Bareema River, and the fourth for the Ariawacks on the banks of the Tapacooma 
Lake* 
J) (Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Super inte'iident of liivei's and Creels, dc, 

September 30, 1849. 



No. 854. 

Report of W. C. McClintocl\ Pofft/iolder, Superhitnufent of Rivers and Creeks, CommlH^ary of 
Taxation, (ScCyfor District Xo, 1, River Pomeroon, for the Quarter endinn Detembcr 61, 1849, 

Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT during this quarter he made frequent tours through his district and visited many of 
E the Indians to whom he communicated the very gratifying intelligence that provision was likely 
to be made for a catechist for Cabacabory Mission. They seemed quite delighted at the idea of 
an opportunity once more opening to have their children instructed in the Word of God. 

It is a sad misfortune to allow a Mission, when once established and doing well, to fall to tho 
ground ; such, however, has been the fate of the Mission in question, which at one period was 
without any exception the most flourishing in the province; there were upwards of fifty 
most comfortable and well rcprulated cottages erected on it (free of all expense to the Colony) by 
Carrabeese and Arrawack Indians, who mixed peaceably together, while their children, numbering 
from fifty-five to sixty, attended school, and on Sundays th<; church was mostly full to a squeeze : 
but alas 1 things are now much altered for the worse, and this once promising institution is again 
united with the surrounding wilds ; cottages, mostly all of them, have fallen a prey to the wood- 
ants, the dwelling house is quite uninhabitable, and the kitchen, store, &c., are laid flat with tht; 
p ground ; consequently, until the house is repaired and others erected the Indians must remain 
satisfied to continue longer in their present neglected condition which, after all, will prove but of 
little consequence unless it be the intention to establish among them a system calculated to 
combine industry with education, for one without the other is in a manner useless. To convince 
an Indian that his wants should be increased cannot be accomplished by education (such as they 
would receive) alone ; and as long as this p:reat obstacle is allowed to continue, the Indians 
never will be civilized ; at present, if an Indian labours for one month he is enabled, by the 
wages he will have earned, to supply himself with as many articles as he will require for eighteen 
months, as follows : a knife, 25 cents ; a cutlass, 50 cents ; an axe, 67 cents ; half a-barrel ol 
salt, 1 dol. 67 c; a piece of coaise cloth, say salempores, 2 dol. 33 c. ; total sum, 5 dol. 43 c. 
These trifles obtained, the Indian returns again to the forest, perfectly contented and truly happy, 
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that is to say, if happiness consists more in an exemption from tlie uneasy sensation that attends A 
want than in the multiplicity of enjoyments that (mr wants require. 

To improve the Indian and make him useful, the present system must undergo a complete 
alteration and th it of rationing gratuitously all Indian children is, to say the least, most absurd ; 
why it actually tends in every possible manner to fetrengthen the present difficulty to inspire the 
Indian with an inclination for agriculture. 

Your reporter begs most respectfully to observe that for several months past many of the 
•Spaniards who at one time were in the habit of sending up cargoes of fish, cigars, and toDacco, 
iu roll, from the Oronoko, through the inside passage, and meeting the sea at Muruca mouth, 
have lately preferred the cattle- vessels w^hich go direct to town ; but since the publication of 
Ordinance No. 18, section 65, which specifies that " no tobacco manufactured or otherwise shall 
he imported into British Guiana in any vessels of less burden than 3^ tons," several Spaniards 
have it in contemplation to renew the former practice of coming up through the creeks and 
bringing with them large quantities of tobacco in roll and cigars. ^ 

Your reporter, having no lionise at Pomeroon mouth, where he ought to be stationed, for the 
purpose of examining all boats and other crafts coming from the Oronoko, will be under the 
uupleasant necessity of forcing himbclf upon some of the Indian inhabitants of Muruca Creek, or, 
!iiore probably, give the Rev. Mr. CuUen the benefit of his c(mipany for two or three weeks or 
longer, as circumstances may require. The importance of keeping up the post-h(»use at the 
niuuth of Pomeroon River has been too often represented by Messra. Crichton and King, and 
lastly by the present Acting Sheriff of Essequebo in his half-yearly Report ending the 3()th June, 
18411, to require a word from your reporter on that important subject. Suffice it to Siiy, that to 
leave this district luiprotec^ed would be the means of renewing the old system of imposing upon 
the poor Indian and dragging them per force from their settlements and compelling tliem to 
libour on the coast and elsewhere, and afterwards send them home unremunerated, disgusted, 
and heartbnjken ; therefore, if only on account of the poor Imlian, your reporter humbly /i 
beseeches his Excellency and Honourable Court to pause before withdrawing the present and 
only protection those benighted creatures have to guard them against injury and molestation by 
negroes and others who are in the habit of frequenting the Indian settlements and bringing 
them up in gangs to labour on the sugar plantations of the Arrawabeesie coast, a system, he is 
now prepared to say, if allowed to continue will deter the Indians from working on the coast 
for the simple reason that the employer and not the plantation is responsible for the Indians' 
wages. This is a. great error, and the law should be altered to meet the exigency of the case, 
find instead of the Indians locking to the person who conveys him to the coast for remuneration, 
the estate should be bound to see him paid ; for it is a fact too well known to be contradicted, 
that the persons who go in search of Indians to work on the plantations are almost, on all 
occasions, of a very low stamp, without a home, and have nothing to lose, and in many cases 
have received the whole amount of wages, applied it to their own private purpose, and allowed 
the Indians to return to their homes penniless. ]3 

Y'our reporter had occasion some time back to refer several complaints of this nature to an 
S. J. P., but owing to the employer being in very poor circumstances (having spent all the 
Indians' earnings), the Indians were obliged to go unpaid. 

Y'our reporter begs to say that he has before him just now several complaints of a similar 
nature from Worrows from Bareema River, and although he will refer them to the S. J. P of 
this district (for the work was perfonned on Plantation Sparta), he is quite prepared to state, 
that unless the person who employed those Bareema Indians gets a loan of money (which is not 
at all probables nothing, not a cent, will be recovered from him. Hence the actual necessity of 
Hltering the law, to compel the estates to become responsible for the payment of all wages due 
to Indians for labouring on the sugar plantations or otherwise, as the case may be. 

The Spaniards, of whom your reporter made mention in another part of this report, are 
under the impression that by huokstering their cargoes about the Colony instead of t-aking them 
direct to town ihey will be enabled to dispose of them to bet*"er advantage, which accounts for kj 
tliK'ir preferring to travel through the creeks instead of by the vessels that trade to the Oronoko 
for cattle. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, &c. 

December 31, 1849. 



No. 855. 

Report of \V, C. McClintock, Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, Postii older, Commissary of 

Taxation^ &c., for the Quarter ending March 31, 1850, 

Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT, during this quarter, your reporter visited all the Indian Missions in his distnct, and he 
was pleased to find that Cabacabory (although so long neglected) had a large number of Indian 
children attending a school by a Mr. Landroy, who has not been quite three months in the river. 
The adult Indians are also numerous, as well as regular in their attendance at church on Sundays, 
and. from the general attachment to the present catechist, together with the desire to have their 
children educated, he is disposed to think that, unless the Mission be again abandoned, much 
real good may be accomplished among the Arrawack Indians of Upper Pomeroo). 

The dwelling-house in Cabacabory is in a very dangerous state of dilapidation, and, in its 
present condition, totally unfit to occupy, which is to be regretted, the more as, on examination. 
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A it is found that 150 dollars would be sufficient to repair the house, erect a kitchen and other out- 
buildings, all of which, if only in point of decency, are indippensably requisite. 

The next Mission visited was Waramurie, situate oil Muruca Creek, and distant from the sea 
about 7^ miles. 

With respect to this Mission, your reporter feels deep regret at being obliged to say that, 
owing to the great scarcity of provisions among tlie Woitow and Carrib Indians, whose settlementg 
are in the neighbourhood of the Mission, very few, if any, attend church on Sundayw, or send 
their children to school, actual want having caused most of them to repair to the Ita swamps in 
search of roots and fruits, upon which they contrive to exist, until their cassada conies iuto 
bearing. 

The third Mission visited by your reporter was St. Roses, in Upper Muruca. The Indians of 
this Mission, commonly called Spanish Arrawacks, are sufficiently intelligent to know the value of 
instruction ; but, from their utter neglect, and, in many instances, forbidding their children U» 
35 atteiKl school, and the parents preferring to occupy their childrtsn in household matters, and altwi 
in fishing and hunting, the clergyman has not been able to establish anything like a regular syeteiu 
of instruction amongst them. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

StiperintcTident of Kivers and Creeks, ^'C^for 
District No. I, Rio Pomeroon. 



No. 856. 
Mr, Wihon to Viscount Palmerston. 



C My Lord, Cardcas, April 2. l^b(>. 

IN order to excite the public mind against what is here designated concession to the British 
demands in respect of the " Ley de Espeia," the '^Lwdronera " party, united with the unscrupuloiis 
and indebted of the oligarcliy, have had recourse to the old political artifice of imputing to England 
a. design, under the plea of these demands, to seize upon the Province of Venezuelan (Juayaiia. 

I have considered it right and expedient to give at once a flat denial to this statement, and to 
show by unimpeachable official documents that it is not onlj" utterly and entirely destitute of any 
foundation whatever, but that is the very reverse of the truth. 

With this view, I have addressed a despatch to Mr. Kenneth Mathison, British Vice-Consul at 
Bolivar, in which, after referring him to the instructions which, in 1847 and 1840, were coni- 
municated to him for his guidance in such matters, 1 have authorized him to read them to any 
influential person at Bolivar should he deem such a step prudent and advitjable, as a means of 
exposing the wickedness and lalsehood of the imputations upon the conduct and policy of Her 
1^ Majesty's Government. 

I have likewise read, and, at his request, have furnished a copy of this despatch to the 
Venezuelan Minister for Foreign Affairs, who, in concurrence with his Government, has con- 
sidered it desirable that pubHcity should be given to it in the next number of the oflicial 
Gazette. 

I have explained fully, both to President General Monagas and to the Minister for Foreign 
Affiiirs, that, in taking this step upon my own personal responsibihty, I have been actuated 
Holely by a friendly desire to evince tne sincerity and good faith of England in all her relation? 
with Venezuela, and in order to deprive the opponents of the Government of every pretext for 
asserting that their schemes are or will be supported by the Government of Great Britain ; at the 
same time, I have pointed out distinctly that these declarations have no reference whatever to 
the pending question of boundaries between British and Venezuelan Guayana, and that they must 
|T not be understood as indicating in the slightest degree aii intention on the part of the British 
Goveranient to abandon any portion of the rights of Great Britain over the territory which Tvas 
ibniierly held by the Dutch in Guayana, or as implying a cession of any rights which Her 
Majesty's Government may hereafter leel themselves entitled to urge in respect to that question. 

Both the President and M. Olavarria, the Minister for Foreign Aifairs, have stated that it is 
in this sense they have understood and received my declarations. 

Herewith I beg to inclose a copy of my despatch to Mr. Mathison. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' BELFORD HINTON WILSON. 



Inclosure in No. 856. 

'' Mr, Wilson to Vice-Consul Mathison, 

Sir, CardcaSy March 20, 1850. 

IN my despatch of the 15th November, 1847, I stated "that yoa were fully justified in 
denying unequivocally, that there was any foundation whatever for the designs which, for 
ins^'dious purposes, were falsely attributed to Her Majesty's Government in the question of 
Barima ; and that I concurred in the propriety of your having declined to hold further coui- 
munication with any parties in Venezuela respecting their hopes and wishes upon this subject: 
and, finally, 1 diiected you, as the preferable course, to decline to become, under any pretext, a 
jiarty, even as a listener, to such convei-sations aiid suggestions." . 
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By ray despatcli of the 80th March, 184^<, 1 informed you " that, having transmitted a copy A 
of this correspondence to Viflcount Palmerston, Mr. J. Bidwell had, by his Lordship's orders, 
expressed to me his Lordship's entire approval of the answer I had returned to you." 

In July of last year a report was made to Viscount Palmerston that a project was entei-tained 
by a political party in Guayana to decla^'e that province a free and independent State under the 
protection of Great Britain ; his Lordship accordingly stated to Mr. J. Riddel, at the time Acting 
British Consul-General, "for his guidance in such mattere, that it would not suit the policy of 
Her Majesty 8 Government to involve Great Britain in the responsibility which would accrue if- 
Great Britain were to take any South American State under it« protection. That Her Majesty's 
(lovemment sincerely desire the prosperity and welfare of all the States of South America, but 
Her Majesty's Government think that those States ought to be able to manage their own 
afiFairs." 

With reference to this or to some other alleged plan of certain parties to declare the indepen- 
dence of the Province of Guavana, Viscount Palmerston, under date of the 12th October of that -^ 
same year, instructed Mr. J. Riddel " to take care that it be clearly understood that the British 
Government will not take any part whatever in the internal diiferences of the American States ; 
and that, therefore, none of the contending parties can have any foundation for asserting that 
their schemes arc, or will be, supported by the Government of Great Britain." 

The puroort of these instructions was commimicated to you in Mr. J. Riddel's despatch of the 
22nd November of last year. 

In order to subserve the private interests of a certain well-known individual, and the political 
schemes of a faction, it has, of late, been actively circulated throughout the Republic that, either 
by cession, in part payment of the debt duo to the Anglo- Venezuelan bondholders, or as an 
indemnification for the losses which British subjects have sustained by reason of the operation of 
the law of ** Espera," or by purchase from the Venezuelan Government, or by force, Great Britain 
is bent upon acquiring possession of Venezuelan Guayana. p 

Such a statement is not only utterly and entirely destitute of any foundation whatever, but is 
the very reverse of the truth ; and as its currency and belief have produced miscliievous eflFects, 
and are calculated to impair the friendly relations happily subsisting between Great Britain and 
Venezuela, 1 have to instruct you 1o take advantage of every fitting opportunity for exposing its 
wickedness and falsehood. 

Should you deem it prudent and advisable, for the attainment of this end, to show to any 
influential individual at Bolivar this despatch, or the instructions therein referred to, you are at 
liberty to do so ; and in now repeating those instnictions, for the guidance of your official conduct 
in the matter, I havc^ to press upon you the necessity of a strict and faithful observance of them. 

I propose to read this despatch to the Venezuelan Minister for Foreign AflSairs, and, should 
he desire it, to funiish him with a copy. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) BELFORD HINTON WILSON. X> 



No. 857. 
Mr. WilHon to Vmovnt Palmerston. 

(Extract.) Cardcas, April 13, 1850. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 2nd instant respecting British and Venezuelan Guayana, 
herewith I have the honour of transmitting to your Lordship extracts* from letters which I have 
received from Mr. Vice-Consul Mathison, stating that orders have been communicated to the 
authorities st Bolivar by the Supreme Government to place the Province of Guayana in a state of E 
defence, and to repair and arm the dismantled and abandoned forts, and, finally, that the Governor has 
spoken of raising a fort at Barima, a point to which tlie right of possession is in dispute between 
Venezuela and Great Britain. 

Accordingly, I have requested Mr. Mathison with due precaution and modemtion to endeavour to 
ascertain correctly, and report to me from time to time, whether, under the pretence of these military 
armaments, any occupation be effected of territory claimed by Great Britain, and especially whether 
any forts or buildings be erected or military posts established at Point Barima, or at the mouth of the 
Amacura. 

Herewith I beg to inclose a copy of my instruction to Mr. Mathison. 



Inclosure in No. 857. -^ 

Mr. Wilson to Vice-Consul Mathison. 

Sir, Caracas April 11, 1850. 

WITH reference to the statements contained in your letters, marked Private, of the 2nd, 8th, 
and 22nd, to myself, and of the 18t.h ultimo to Mr. .1. Riddel, that orders have been issued by the 
Venezuelan Govenmient to the authorities at Bolivar to place tlie Province of Guayana in a state 

• Not printed. 
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A of defence against an imaginary attack by the British squadron under Lord Dundoiiald, and 
accordingly that the dismantled and abandoned forts within that province are foi-tliwith to l)c 
repaired and armed, and that the Governor lias spoken of raising a fort at Point Barima, which is 
situated within the temtory in dispute between Venezuela and Great Britain, 1 have to deniri' 
that, with due precaution and moderation, you will endeavour to ascertain correctly and report to 
me from time to time whether, under the pretence of these military arraanients, any occupation, 
if so, of what character and extent, V)e effected of territory claimed by Great Britain, and 
especially whether any foits or buildings be erected, or military posts stationed at Point Barima 
or at the mouth of the Amacura. 

Within the proper acknowledged limits of Venezuela her Government has of course a perfect 
right to construct forts or to maintain military posts ; therefore, although I am convinced tliat 
her fears respecting a British incursion into Venezuelan Guayana are entirely groundless, I 
have no wish to question the expediency of her acting upon them, be they real or pretended, out 
B of deference to popular susceptibilities call forth by the stupid and malignant falsehoods and 
calumnies against the conduct and policy of England in respect to Vejiezuelan Guayana, which 
are systematically invented and circulated for his selfish purposes by il. Andres Eusebio Level, 
and in order to subserve the temporary schemes of contending factions. 

Nevertheless, the drift and tenoiu* of recent debates in Congress, and the official and other 
reports from time to time made to this Government respecting alleged designs on the part of 
Great Britain to seize upon Venezuelan GuayanJi, satisfy me of the desire and tendency in this 
country amongst all classes to secure, by actual occupation, possession of Point Barima, the mouth 
of the Amacura, and all the territory in dispute between England and Venezuela. Therefore I 
have a right, and it is my duty, to endeavour to discover by every proper means what stepH be 
taken in order to give practical effect to these schemes. 

As the motives and conduct of British agents in their international dealings with Venezuela, 
and especially in this question, are uniformly and raab'gnantly misrepresented, I have thought it 
^ necessary to enter into the above explanations oi the groinids on which I call for inforraation 
respecting the proceedings of the Venezuelan authorities in this matt-er, but I beg of you to under- 
stand that it is my particular wish that, in the execution of this instruction, you carefully abstain 
from furnishing a pretext, much less a gi'ound, for awakening the characteristic suspicion and 
distrust of the Venezuelans, or their puerile susceptibilities as to the nature or object of these 
inquiries. 

In fact, it is desirable to avoid raising a })opular discussion about boundaries between British 
and Venezuelan Guayana, as a friendly and just settlement of that question can only be effected 
by a dispassionate question between the two Govenmients, entered into vdih a spirit of reciprocal 
conciliation and good faith, and that can jiever occur so long as an irrational popular excitement 
is kept up in Venezuela upon this subject. 

I have, &c. 
jy . (Signed) BELFORD HIXTON WlLSON. 



No. 808. 
ViAcoHiit Falmevston to Mr, Wihon, 



Sir, Foreign Ojffice^ June 15, 1850. 

WITH reference to the correspondence which has passed respecting the reported intention of 
the Venezuelan authorities to construct fortifications in the temtory in dispute between Great 
Britain and Venezuela, I have to instnict you to call the serious attention of the President and 
E Government of Venezuela to this question, and to declare that whilst, on the one hand, Her 
Majesty's Government has no intention of occupying or encroaching upon the disputed territory, 
they will not, on the other hand, view with indiflference aggi-essions on that territory' by 
Venezuela. 

Under these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government hope that positive instructions will 
be sent to the Venezuelan authorities .n Guiana to abstain from taking any measures which 
might be justly considered aggressive by the British authorities ; because such measures if taken 
must lead to a collision, which Her Majesty's Government would deeply regi-et, but for which 
with all its consequences, whatever those consequences might be, Her Majesty's Government 
would consider the Government of Venezuela to be wholly responsible. 

You will keep Vice- Admiral the Earl of Dundonald fully informed of everything which may 
occur in this matter ; and it is the desire of Her ilajesty's Government that you should be careful 
^ to maintain a conciliatory but firm tone in all the communications which you may have thereupon 
^ Avith the Venezuelan Government. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) PALMERSTON. 
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Xo. 859. 



Report of IV\ C, MvClwtocky SKperintetuknt of Kivcrs and CrerkSy Post hold ar, ttr., fo7' District Ho, 1, 

Pumcroofi }iii:cr,for the Quarter ending June 30, 1850, 

Most respectfully shewetli : 

THAT during the montli of April, your reporter visited many of the Indian settlements in A 
Upper Pomeroon, most of whicli were unoccupied, the Indians having repaired to the coast in 
search of employment. On one estate alone there were nearly 100 at Avork. Your reporter, with 
a view of encouraging Indians to laboin* more steadily on the plantations, has suggested fifty times 
over, the necessity of establishing Missions at central spots on the various rivers of this remote 
district, but, as yet, nothing has been done. There are no less than 4,000 Indians in Bareema and 
Wieney, and of this number, 100, and no more, is about the average that repair to the Rugar estates 
in search of Avork ; whereas, if the Worrow Indians, who inhabit these remote districts, were 
placed upon a proper footing and afforded similar advantages for improving their condition, as 
other labourers of Guiana, 1.500 to 2,000 would be found flocking to the coast for employment. 
And your reporter will maintain that, if one-third of the money that is now expended in trying to 
improve the negroes of the Colony, be applied, for a similar purpose to the Inrlians, they will 
become equally useful to the estates; for, let it not be forgotten, that on most plantations there 
is [a] certain description of laboin* which, it has been discovered, Indians ore far better calculated to U 
perform than either coolies or negi-oes ; moreover, the Indians are more willing and active, civil, 
and ingenious, and ready at all hours, day or night, to serve their employer. 

Your reporter begs leave, most respectfully, to state that, to cany out his suggestions relative 
to the establishment oif Indian Missions on Bareema and Wieney, an annual grant of not less than 
5,000 dollars would be required, which, he considers, very trifling, indeed, when compared with 
the wonderful benefit that must accrue to such a number of souls at present neglected and living 
ill a stiite of the most abject barbaiism. 

Your reporter made several calls at Cabacabory Mission, in Upper Pomeroon, and was glad to 
find it so well attended by Indian children mostly, indeed, he may say entirely, composed of 
Indians of the Arrawack nation. At one time, the Carabeese Indians attended said Mission in 
hirge numbers, but within the last two years they have withdmwn 'from it altogether. For this 
change, or separation, yoiu* reporter was quite prepared, and he communicated to the then p 
inission^^ry, W. H. Brett, his ideas as to the impoh(*y of trying to l)ringup, as your reporter may 
say, under the same roof, two tribes whose habits and language differed so materially from each 
other. 

(Signed) W. (1 McCLINTOCK, 

Super inte7tdent of llirfrH and. Creeks, &c. 

June 30. 1850. 



No. 860. 
Mr. Wilson to Visrount Palincrstoiu 
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(Extract.) Caracas, July ^, 1850 

IX my despatch of the 5tli ultimo, I transmitted to your Lordship a copy of an instruction which 
I addressed on the 23r(l (;f May last to Mr. Vice-Consul Mathison, calling for a report upon the 
Vuruary gold tlistrict, and herewith I have the honour of inclosing to your Lordship a copy of a 
despatch which I have received from Mr. Mathison in tlie execution of that instruction. 



IncloHure in No. 860. 

Virr-Cmx^^ul Mdthiiion to Mr. Wilson. ^ 

Sir, Ihlirnr, Junr 14, 1850. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowled^^e the receipt of your despatch No. 10, and, in reply thereto, I 
l)eg leave to report that the Governor of this Province lias at last decided that the gold district in the 
Canton of Upata shall be entirely free equally to all foreigners as to natives. As this intelligence 
will speedily attract large masses of innnigrants to the Orinoco, es])ecially from the adjacent British 
Colonies, it becomes my duty to lay before you all the information I possess regarding tliat district, 
that you may adoj)t such measures as seem l)est, in your opinion, for tlie lienetit of those British 
subjects who are likely to seek or risk their fortunes and lives in search of wealtli in this portion of 
the country. 

There are two ])rincii>{il ports of entry on the Orinoco : Barancas, which lies 110 miles due west 
from the mouth of the river, and Bolivar, formerly Angostura, *)00 miles in the same direction. All p 
vessels amving from foreign countries or j^laces with cargoes or passengei^ must enter at one of these 
ports, where permission will be obtained for the transport of goods or baggage in coasting- vessels to 
Las Tablas (not a port of entry), a Adllage situated 4 miles to the east of tlie mouth of the River 
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J^ Caroni, and about half-way l)et\veen Baraneas and I>olivar. There are two routes to the gold district: 
one from Bolivar, and the other from f^s Tahlaa ; the latter is the most eligible, and shortest by 
90 miles, to the village of Upata ; this portion of the road is rather bad, as it leads over several ranges 
of high hills. Upata is about 50 miles from Las Tablas, and lies in a small valley 1,500 feet alxA'e 
the level of tlie sea. 

From Upata, at the distance of 10 miles to the east, the road abruptly descends about 400 feet 
into the vast valley of the Missions. The distance from Upata to the Missions or Wllage of Tupuquen 
is 140 miles over extensive tracts of xmdulating open pasture-lands, through occasional large patches 
of woods, and narrow but deep streams. There are no regular roads in this i)art of the country, and it 
requires great attention on the part of a stranger to find his way without a guide, from the numerous 
cattle-paths that intersect the whole distance. 

The direction of the road from Las Tablas to Upata goes south and by east, and from the latter 
village to Tupuquen east-south-east. The journey from Las Tal)las to Tupuquen is generally perfonued 
B in four days on horseback in the dry season, and on the whole route there are cattle estates at 
moderate stages from each other that serve as places ef shelter and rest for man and beast. 

The principal localities where gold has been found, and of which some 300 ounces have l>een 
brought to this city, are close to Tupuquen, in the channel of the River Yuniary, and along its borders 
lor some miles ; but the extent of territory that may contain gold, and no doubt other valuable 
minerals, is yet unknown, as very few persons have explored the district much beyond the neighlM)ur- 
hood of that village ; howe\ er, the positive existence of mineral wealth in that quarter is now clearly 
evident. 

The gold discovered on the hills near Tupu([uen was found engrained in a species of flint quartz ; 
that collected in the Yuruary was found under stones among a dark grey soft sand ; it w^as also found 
mixed in the sand and with orange- coloured fine clay on the pasture-grounds near the river, at depths 
varying from 1 inch to 4 feet under the surface of the soil. In general the particles are small, and 
p their form resemljles what is produced by melted lead when tlirown into cold water ; the ]iarcels 
exhibited and seen by me conUiined grains from the size of a small pin's head to that of a coimiion 
l>ean. It's colour is a Ijeautiful bright yellow, and its assayed quality 2*5 carats. Tlie diggings and 
washings can only be carried on from Novenil)er to tlie end of Ai)ril, when the rivers and ravines are 
nearly dry ; but (hiring tlie other seven months out of twelve, these operations will l»e completely 
impracticable from the severity of our rainy seasons, that cause all the rivers to flow over their natural 
boundaries, and inundate large tracts of land in every part of the country. 

The climate in the gold district is remarkably salubrious, and the water good everywhere. The 
heat bv Fahrenheit's thermometer ranj^es from 74 to 80 deii:rees in the shade, wiiich is 10 to 12 ile<rrt»es 
less than at Las Tal)la8 and Bolivar. 

The village of Tui)U([uen is composed of about thirty liouses, covered with tiles ; in its vicinity 
and along the bordei-s of the whole Yuruary there are plenty of materials ([uite at hand for Iniilding 
huts, with al)undance of cattle, at a low rate, and wild game can be obtained at all times and seasons. 
J) Indian corn, i)ease, rice, yuca for making cassava, and good tobacco, can l>e procureii at a m(Hlei*ate 
price in the surrounding villages, but other bread-stuffs and luxuries have always been sc*arce and 
expensive, particularly coflee, sugar, rum, and the indispensjible article — salt. 

Every innnigrant should, at least, liave a hannnock and a Spanish "cobija" of 8/4 baize, a 
fowling-piece, jKiwder, buck- and duck-shot, one or two good cutlasses, a hand hatchet, and tin 
utensils for cooking, drinking, and eating ; and as to clothing, he should have only what may be 
absolutely necessary, and carry himself, as beasts of burden are scarce even now, and will become 
more so when the ilemand increases. 

The digging and washing business must be very arduous work, and if immigrants who have not 
been accustomed to hard labour should come here with the idea that labourei^ can be obtained in the 
Canton or province, they will l)e siidly disappointed, as none will be found at any price under present 
circumstances. 

In December it is the Governor's intention to station a party of soldiera at Tupuquen, under the 
E command of a prudent officer, to preserve peace, order, and regularity, as far as possible ; but I 
suspect that more judgment and firmness of character will be re([uired to prevent much mischief and 
bloodshed than is to be found among our public authorities, or even our military ranks here ; and from 
the well-known disposition of Englishmen and British Creoles, I have every reason to apprehend 
infinite trouble, anxiety, and additional vexatious labour, of which I already have more than I can 
sometimes well manage. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KENNETH MATHISON. 



¥ 



P.S. — ^The situation of Las Tablas is directly opposite to the east point of the Island of Fajardo^ 
and 4 miles to the east of the mouth of the Biver Caroni. 

K. M. 

A'ote. 

In the outline Codazzi's Map of the Province of Guiana is more correct than those generally met 
with, but in detail it is extremely incorrect. For instance, Upata is placed at least 40 miles farther 
to the east than is its real position ; the same error is observable as to the position of the MissioD 




taking its source from the west hy nortli of the village of Tupuquen, takes its source and princij^l 
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waters above 60 miles to the east of it, and is solely known as the Yuruary, till its waters with that of A 
the Mianio fall into the Cuyuni, or his Yuruan, within 2 miles to the south-west of Santa Eosa. The 
Yuniary embraces all the streams that take their rise north-east and south-east of Tupuouen, and the 
latter branch in particular is of considerable magnitude- I have frequently crossed all the rivers now 
mentioned, and know them intimately, although I did not discover their wealth. 

(Signed) KENNETH MATHISON. 



No. 861. 

Governor Sir If. Barkly to Earl Grey* 

My Lord, Government Hovse, fkptemher 20, 1850. -i> 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatches of the 10th and 20th June, transmitting, for 
my information and guidance, copies of a corrospondence with the Foreign Office respecting the 
boundaries between this Colony and the Eepublic of Venezuela, I have the honour to state that 
on receipt there!)f I addressed a communication to Mr. Mathison, Her Majesty's Vice-Consul 
at Bolivar, requesting him to keep me informed from time to time of any movement on the part 
of the Venezuelan authorities, having in view the occupation of any portion of the territory compre- 
hended within the line of demarcation traced by Sir Eobcrt Schomburgk in 1841, and also sent 
instructions to Mr. McClintock, the Superintendent of Eivers and Creeks in that district of the 
Colony, to report whether any encroachment had actually taken place. 

2. As I have not yet received any leply irom the former officer, I begin to fear my letter must 
have miscarried : by the latter I was i)romptly informed that no rumoura of any change had reached 
him through the Indians, but that he had not lately travelled so far as the Orinoco, which is fully 
200 miles distant from the Pomeroon, where he resides. C 

3. Unsatisfied with this report, I resolved to extend an excursion which I was about to make on 
that side of the Colony to the limits in question, and I am now enabled to assure your Lordship, from 
pei-sonal observation, that the Venezuelans have taken no steps whatever to infringe them, their 
iieaiest settlement still remaining at Pneblo Carinpe, on the Orinoco, from IW to 40 miles beyond the 
embouchure of the Eiver Amacura, to which the British claims extend, and their nearest custom-house 
at Barrancas, 70 or 80 miles further up, where the forks of the Orinoco unite. 

4. The only change, indeed, of any kind which seems to have occurred since 1841, beyond the 
disappearance of the posts erected by the Boundaiy Commission, is the establishment within the last 
tWo years of a floating light-ship off" Point Barima, for the purpose of guiding vessels entering the 
Orinoco, here 14 miles wide, or of assisting them with pilots over its bar. 

5. This project was doubtless substituted for that of a lighthouse, which it was formerly proposed 
in the Venezuelan Chambers to build on Point Banma, in the teeth of our pretensions to its possession, 
and as the ship is Jnoored a mile or two from the shore, and is owned, as stated to me, by private D 
individuals trading from Angostura to the ports of this Colony, I am not aware that it can be con- 
sidered any disturlmnce of the statics quo on the part of the Venezuelan Government, though it may be 
advisable to instruct Her Majesty's Charge d'Aflaires to obtain explanations on the subject. 

6. Although the reports which reached Lord Palmerston were thus, in all probability, unfounded, 
so far as any real prospect of an aggressive movement was concerned, I am not sorry that the 
attention of Her Majesty's Government has been again directed to the question of the boundaries ot 
British Guiana, nor that the circumstances has led to the withdrawal of the offer made by the 
Earl of Aberd(^en in 1844 for settling tlie matter, on the Venezuelan side, by a division of the territory 
in dispute. 

7. As no copy of Governor Light's Confidential Report of the 4th March, 1842, by which this 
offer may have been infuenced, is to be found in the records of my office, I write without the benefit 
of his opinion, but after a careful examination of all the documentary evidence in my possession, and a ^, 
personal inspection of the country itself, I have arrived at the same conclusion as Her Majesty's 
j>resent Charge d'Aflaires at Caracas, that that ofl'er went far beyond any concession which the 
Venezuelans were entitled to expect, and I would, with the utmost deference, submit that no overtures 

of a compromise should in future meet the assent of the British Government, which involve the 
surrender of lV)int Barima. 

8. I need add little to what Sir Eobert Schomburgk so forcibly stated at that time* of the 
prospective importance, both in a military and a commercial point of view, of a site which effectually 
commands the entrance of one of the mightiest rivers in tlie world ; but I may remark that it has 
gained, rather than lost, in importance since he wrote, for not only would the whole coasting trade of 
this Colony, as he pointed out, be at the mercy of any naval Power whose privateers could there 
rendezvous during a war, not only would the constantly increasing commercial intercourse. between the 
Orinoco and the British West Indies ^^enerallv be restricted to what could be carried on bv the Colon v 

of Trinidad through the shallower mouths of the Orinoco which open into the Gulf of Paria, but the ^ 
supply of cattle, indispensable, since the recent abandonment of cattle-fanning, for consumption in this 
and other Colonies, would be cut off, and both the inhabitants and the troops be left dependent on 
more remote and expensive sources for animal food. 

9. Nor have the motives of philanthropy, which then induced Her Majesty's Government to take 
up the question of the boundaries of this Colony, as against Brazil and Venezuela, diminished in 
force from any subsequent improvement in the treatment of the aborigines by those nations, 
lirazil, I am credibly informed, still has her "razzias" among the Indian villages of the interior 
to recruit her army and navy, whilst in Venezuela — though the dreadful massacres which disgraced 

• Vide Reports of October 23, 1841. 
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A the former civil war may not have been revived — I learned the other day hova. Indians living in the 
disputed territory, who had themselves been the victims, that it is the practice to seize these 
children of the forest, as opportunities occur, and set them to labour on the farms of the settlers 
for long periods of time, either without remuneration at all, or for the almost nominal wages of 
2d, a-day. 

10. Fortunately, the plea of being a British subject seems in most cases to command considera- 
tion from the Venezuelan authorities, and it is not wonderful, therefore, that since the claim of Great 
Britain was distinctly defined by landmarks, several tribes have moved within them, and the popula- 
lation, consequently, has been nmch increased. To surrender that boundary would be objectionable, 
were it only for the disappointment which would thus be occasioned. In my humble opinion, 
therefore, the same considerations exist as fonnerly to impel the maintenance of a claim, which, apart 
from them, might certainly ippear of little immediate value or benefit to this Colony, where rivers of 
equal mamitude yet remain to be explored, and where the quantity of land of a similar description 

^ far exceeds any possible demand which can for centuries arise. 

11. Of the validity of that claim as derived by conquest and cession from the Dutch, I 
entertain not the slightest doubt. For were the historical evidence as to the fortification of 
Point Barima by that people in the sixteenth century, and their formation of settlements high up 
the river altogether wanting, no one travelling through the country, as I did, and tracing the still 
remaining effects of their influence over the Indian population, could resist coming to this conclusion. 
Their Chiefs to this day bear the names of Jan, Hendrick, or the like; their intercourse with 
Europeans is still carried on mainly in the creole Dutch, now fast disappearing among the negroes of 
the Colony ; even in their own dialects the Dutch names for things derived from abroad (rum, gun- 
powder, &c.) are incorporated ; whilst the enormous mango, orange, and other fruit trees, which crown 
each rising ground, are all associated with traditions of the same people. 

12. On the other hand, as Sir Robert Schomburgk well observes, " no fact can be adduced to 
^ 3,how that the Spaniards ever were in possession of the smallest extent of ground east of Point 

Barima." 

13. The pretensions set up at the same time by the Venezuelan Government to other portions of 
Dutch Guiana are equally contrary to evidence. The extraordinary claim to the Arabisce coast, one 
of the largest cultivated portions of the Colony, seems indeed to have been abandoned, for, in the 
State Atlas of Colonel Codazzi,* I find the Venezuelan boundary-line limited to the banks of the 
Essequibo, be/ore instead of afier its junction with the Mazaruni and Cayuni ; but the boundary thus 
laid down is equally visionary with the other, not merely severing from this Colony Protestant 
Missions, for years supported by British liberality, and lands occupied by British subjects for half-a- 
century past, but still more strangely including Cartabo Point, of which the Dutch held unintemipted 
possession from the sixteenth century to the capture by Great Britain, together with thousands of 
acres in the vicinity, long ago granted away, as recorded in the archives of this Colony, to BMi 
settlers, by whose representatives they are still sometimes claimed. It would seem, indeed, on this 

J) showing, as if the Governors sent out by Holland not only lived but died on foreign soil, for the tomb 
of Samuel Bsckman, who succeeded to the Government in 1690, lies on the right bank of the 
Mazaruni, as I myself can vouch, although the whole course of that river is made by Codazzi's maps 
to fall within Spanish Guiana. 

14. I trust your Lordship will excuse me for having taken this opportunity of enlarging so much 
on the subject of the boundaries between this Colony and Venezuela ; but desirable as it always has 
been to silence by a firm attitude the preposterous demands of that Republic, it seems to me, without 
attaching particular importance to the discovery of the precious metals in the regions, to be more 
•desirable than ever to settle the matter, now that public attention has been directed to the quantity of 
•^old collected this year on the banks of the River Yuruary and tributary of the Cayuni, as the sjh)!; 
in question being not more than 70 miles from the British boundary, according to Schomburgk's -Maj), 
and accessible from this Colony by Indian canoes, questions may possibly hereafter arise between tlie 
i;WO Governments calculated to complicate an amicable settlement. 

I hflfVe ^^c 
(Signed) ' HENRY BARKLY. 

• Paris, 1840. 
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No. 862 

Report of W, C, McClintock, Postholder, Swperiiiiendent of Rivers and Creehs, Commissary of 
•p Taxation, &c.yfor District No, 1, River Pomeroon.for the Quarter endiriQ September 30, 18^0, 

• Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT having in previous reports suggested the propriety of providing the Indians of this 
most extensive district with the means of instruction, as well as to have them trained up to 
kabits of industry, will now, in as few words as possible, try and prove how far, in his opinion, 
they have a right to share in the advantage so often proposed; and also to prove with what 

•indifference they have been treated, especially since the emancipation. During the dark days ot 

of 
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an annual distribution of presents; but the free use of rum to tliem wlio called at the respective A 
posts cemented still tighter the bonds of friendship. 

This authorized system of demoralization, if he may be allowed to call it by that name, that 
is to say, the unlimited distribution of rum, was practised at every Indian post througchout the 
province, and, in a manner recognized as one of the then laws of the land, in which light it was 
continued to be viewed, until freedom to the Blacks was proclaimed ; but no sooner had this 
magnanimous boon been granted (which in one respect was equally beneficial to the poor Indian, 
for the then deleterious system of giving them rum censed), than those very people (the Indians) 
were, but in an indirect way, cast off* the Whites telling them: We no longer require your 
assistance, no more presents will be given, no more rations of fish, plantains, &c., issued, in 
a word, the negroes are free, and you can withdraw from the posts and return again to the 
wilds. What a })ity the chances which then offered towards civilizing the Indians were not 
secured by placing a missionary at each post, wlicre he could have found already assembled, 
settled down, and contented, large numbers of Indians in families, many of whom being, at that " 
time, accustomed to the use of the shovel and hoe, it only required a little missionary exeilion to 
make them understand the many great blessings to be derived by following up a steady system 
of agriculture. 

Your reporter being under the impression that this short statement of facts satisfactorily 
proves the Indians to have been much neglected, has now only to hope, and most sincerely 
trusts, that as a reward for past services the day is not far distant when a sum of money will be 
placed on the Estimate, for the estn^blishment and support of several additional Missions for the 
benefit of the poor Indians. 

The Can'abeese Indians in Upper Pomeroon are particularly desirous of having their children 
instructed, and offer, as far as lays in their power, to forward the establishment of a Mission, pro- 
vided the site selected be in the neighbourhood of the settlements they now occupy, which would 
be about 35 miles above Cabacabory Mission. / 1 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

JSuperintendciU of Rivers and (Jreeka, &e,y for 

September 30, 1850. District No. 1, Rio Poineroan, 



No. 863. 

Report of W, C, McClhvtocky Commissary of Ta.ration^ (kc.jfor District No. 6, River Pomeroon for 

the Quarter ending September 30, 1850, 

Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT during this quarter, more especially the early part of it, your reporter made several toui-s j) 
of insijection in the Lower as well as the Upper Pomeroon. His visits in the lower district are required 
to be more frequent now than when a retail spirit shop was established, and for which reason your 
r3porter is using every exertion in his power to raise funds, by selling materials which had been cut, 
but now not required for the old Post-house, to enable him to have the present d/.'elling-house, at the 
inouth of the Pomeroon, taken down and erected at the mouth of the Muruca Creek ; this is llie very 
best site in this district for a Post, and answers a double purpose, firstly, it is convenient to the estates 
on Lower Pomeroon, and secondly, it will enable him at once to detect any infractions of the laws 
relative to taxation that Spaniards and others, comino: from the Orinoko, might be disposed to practise ; 
a^ain it is more central and convenient for all Indians who may have complaints to make, more 
especially those residing in Barunia lliver. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Connnissary of Tajcation, <i:c,, fcyr the 

District No. 6, Pomeroon. E 

To J. C. Scade, Esq., Receiver-GreneraL 
Scptonber 30, 1850. 



No. 864. 
Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston. 



My Lord, Cardcas, November 19, 1850. 

IN my despatch of the 16th instant, I repoi-ted to your Lordship the fact of my having on 
the 14th and 15th ultimo read to the Venezuelan Minister for Foreign Affciirs and to thePrChident 
your Lordship 8 despatch to me of the 15th June respecting the determination of Great Britain '^ 
not herself to occupy or encroach upon the territory in dispute between Great Britain and Vene- 
zuela, nor to view with indifierence aggressions on that territoiy by Venezuela. 

Both M. Lecuna and the President have expressed strongly their sense of my consideration 
and Iriendliness in not having communicated to them this notification, in writing, during the 
excitement of a Presidential election, and of my desire to consult their wishes and convenience as 
to the fitting moment for doing so. 

Consideiing, however, the intrigues on foot to mislead and excite the public mind by the 
■malicious assertion oi the occupation of Fuerte Viejo by British troops, and the expediency of 
enabling the Minister for Foreign Afiairs quietly to communicate in his Keport to the approuchuig 
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A Oonp'ess the views and determination of Her Majesty's Goremmerit on the subject of the 
boundary question, I, with tlie concurrence of M. Lee una and the President, have selected the 
])rfcsent moment for making that communication, in writing, in a note, of which I have herewith 
the honour of inclosing a copy to your Lordship. 

In the discussion of this question, both with the Minister and the President, I assumed, and 
it is so distinctly understood by them, that as Lord Aberdeen's offer to M. Fortique in Marrh 
1844 was not accepted, it has, of course, fallen to the ground, and that it will not be renewed by 
Her Majesty's Government. 

The President remarked to me that he much regretted that that offer should not have been 
accepted at the time, and begged of ni'^ to consider w^hether I could not aid in the settlement of 
the boundary question in the terms of Lord Aberdeen's offer. 

An impression is prevalent as to the impolicy of Venezuela not having accepted that offer, 

1^ but no reliance whafever can or ought to be placed in the consistency or good faith of so 

^ mistrustful and double-dealing a race; therefore, I could not, with any confidence, express a 

conviction that if England w^ere to renew that offor it would be accepted by Venezuela, and it 

certainly would not be so with gratitude or with a due appreciation of the very large and 

generous concession on the part of Great Britain which it contains. 

I liave &c 
(Signed) ' BELFORD HINTON WILSON. 



Inclosure in No, 864. 
Mr, Wilson to SeUor Lecuua, 



G 



Caracas y November 18, 1850. 

ON the 3rd April last, the Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's Cliarge d'Affaires, had the 
honour of showing to M. Fernando Olavurria, at the time Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of 
Venezuela, an original report which the Undersigned had on the previous day addressed to Her 
Majesty's Principal Secretiiry of State for Foreign Affairs, exposing the character and object of a 
propaganda of falsehood and calumny respecting the conduct and policy of the British Government 
in the boundary question between Great Britain and Venezuela, and at the same time the 
Undersigned acquainted his Lordship with the steps which he had taken to contradict a rumour 
mischievously circulated in Venezuela that Great Britain intends to lay claim to the province of 
Venezuelan Guiana. 

Those steps mainly consisted in assurances given by him to the Venezuelan Government of 
the utter falsehood of all that had been put forth by the propaganda on this subject, and by 
]) communicating to the Venezuelan Government a copj' of a despatch that he had on the 2()th of 
the previous month of March addressed to Mr. Kenneth Mathison, British Vice-Consul at Bolivar, 
in which, after stating wliat had in reality been the course and conduct of the British Legation 
at Cardcas, and of Her Majesty's Govern ine;it since November 1847, in this matter, he formally 
declared that the intentions which manifestly, in order to subserve the private interests of a 
certain well-known individual, and the political schemes of the propaganda, had since 1843 been 
imputed to Her Majesty's Government, are not only utterly and entirely destitute of any foundation 
whatever, but are the veiy reverse of the truth. 

A copy and translation of this despatch to Mr. Mathison were published by the Venezuelan 
Government in the 981st number of the official Gazette of Venezuela, while under date of the 
iJith May last tlie proceedings of the Undersigned in this matter were approved of by Her 
Majesty's Government. 

The Undersigned will liere remark that on the 5th April he read, in translation, to his 
J^ P^xcellency the President the before-mentioned Report to his Govermeut, the original of which, as 
he has already mentioned, he had shown to M. Olavarria, who reads English, on the 3rd of that 
month. 

On the 13th of the same month of April it became the duty of the Undersigned to transmit t«> 
his Government extracts of letters addressed to him from Bolivar by Mr. Vice-Consul Mathison, 
under dates of the 2nd, 8th, 18th, 22nd, and 30th March, stating that orders had bten communicated 
to the authorities of the Province of Guiana to place it in a state of defence, and to repair ami 
arm the dismantled and abandoned forts; and, finally, that Governor .lose Thomas Machado bad 
spoken of raising a fort at Point Barima, the riglit of possession' to which is in dispute between 
Great Britain and Venezuela. 

It likewise became the duty of the Undersigned to communicate to his Government the 
introduction of a Project of Law into the Chamber of Representatives, as recorded in the 62nd 
-|T number of the "Diario de Debates,'' authorizing the Executive Government to con struct forth with 
a fort at the point which serves as the boundary between Venezuela and British Guiana, without 
however, designating by name what that point is ; thus empowering the Executive Goverment to 
commit de facio an aggressive encroachment upon the territory in dispute between the two 
countries by the construction of a fort at any point to which Venezuela may lay claim, althougli 
the rightful possession of that point may be equally claimed by Great Britain. 

The tone and language towards Great Britain used in the course of the debates upon this 
Project, which the Undersigned will not stop to characterize, left no reasonable ground for a doubt 
as to the imminence of the danger to which British rights would be exposed in the event of this 
Project passing into law. 

The Undersigned, however, gladly reported to hi& Government the friendly assurances given 
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to him, and the judicions course actually puraned (m this occasion by his Excellency the A 
President, and likewise the fact that the Pri»ject has not as yet become law. 

With reiuren(!e, liowever, to the existence of a propaganda for misleading and exciting the 
public mind hi Venezuela respecting the question of boundaries between British and Venezuelan 
Guianas, and the consequent possibility of aggressive encroachments by the authorities of 
Venezuelan Guiana upon the territory in dispute between the two coimtries Viscount Palmerstou, 
under date of the 15th June, has transmitted to the Undersigned, for his information and guidance, 
a copy of a letter which his Lordship has addressed to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
signifying the Queen's Commands as to the orders to be given to the Vice-Admiral Commanding 
Her Majesty's naval forces in the West Indies respecting the course which he is to pursue in the 
event of the Venezuelan authorities constructing fortifications in the territory in dispute between 
Great Britain and Venezuela. 

The Undersigned has likewise been instructed to call the serious attention of the President 
and Government of Venezuela to this question, and to declare that, whilst on the one hand Her B 
Majesty's Government has no intention of occupying or encroaching upon the disputed ten'itory, 
they will not, on the other hand, view with indifference aggressions on that territorj' by Venezuela. 

The I^ndersigned has furthermore been instnicted to say that, under these circumstances, 
Her Majesty's Government hope that positive instructions will be sent to the Venezuelan 
authorities in Guiana to abstain from taking any measures which might be justly considered 
aggressive by the British authorities, because sucli measures if taken must lead to a collision, 
wnich Her Majesty's Government would deeply regret, but for which, with all its consequences, 
whatever those consequences might be. Her Majesty's Government would consider the Govern- 
ment of Venezuela to be wholly responsible. 

The Venezuelan Government, cannot, wthout injustice to Great Britain, distrust for a 
moment the sincerity ot the; formal declaration, now made in the name and by express order of 
Her Majesty's (fovernment, that Great Britain has no intention of occupying or encroaching upon p 
the disputed temtorv ; hence, in a like spirit of good faith and friendhness, the Venezuelan 
Government cannot oljject to make a similai* formal declaration to Her Majesty's Government, 
namely, that Venezuela herself has no intention of occupying or encroaching upon the disputed 
territory. 

The systematic perseverance since 1843 of the propaganda in fabricating and circulating 
false rumours respecting the conduct and policy of Her Majesty's Government as regards 
Venezuelan Guiana has, amongst other mischievous effects, so far served the purposes of that 
propaganda as to keep alive a morbid spirit of mistrust and puerile credulity in regard to every 
idle rumour upon this boundary question, thereby exposing the amicable relations between Great 
Britain and Venezuela, to be at any moment interrupted by a collision between the two 
countries arising out of some sudden and possibly unauthorized aggression on the part of the 
Venezuelan local authorities in the construction of forts, or by occupation and encroachments 
upon the ten-itory in dispute. jy 

Her Majesty's Government, as before stated, will not itself direct or sanction any such 
encroachments or occupab'on on the part of British authorities, and should there ever be any 
misapprehension of its detenu ination iu this respect, it would, the Undersigned is persuaded, 
willingly renew its orders upon the point ; he therefore feels satisfied that, m accoraance with 
the amicable suggestions of Her Ifajesty's Government, that of Venezuela will not hesitate to 
send positive instructions to the Venezuelan authorities in Guiana to abstain from taking any 
measures which may be justly considered aggi'cssive by the British authorities. 

On the 14th and 15th ultimo Viscount Palmerston's instructions to the Undersigned were 
privately commimicated by him to M. Vicente Lecuna and to his Excellency the President; and 
he then explained fully the friendly considerations by which he had been actuated iu not 
communicatnig their purport to the Venezuelan Government on their receipt by him on the 
18th July last, and in still further suspending their formal communication m writing until a 
fitting opportunity for doing so should occur. E 

Botii his Exc^ellency the President and M. Lecuna seemed fully to appreciate the friendliness 
of this course. 

In accordance, however, with the imderstanding agreed to at the interviews which the 
Undersigned had the honour to hold with M. Lecuna on the 15th and 10th instant that the 
proper moment for such a communication has arrived, he has lost no time in carrying out by this 
note the instnictions of Her Majesty's Government in respect to this matter. 

(Signed) BEL FORD HINTON WILSON. 



No. ^G."). 
Mr. Wilson to Viscount Palmerston. 



P 



(Extract.) Caracas^ December 30, 1850. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the liHh ultimo, herewith I have the honour of inclosing 
to your Lordship a copy and translation -of the answer which has been returned by the Venezuelan 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to my note to him of the 18th ultimo, in which I formally declared 
to him the determination of Great Britain, on the one hand, not herself to occupy or encroach 
upon the tenitory in Guiana in dispute between Great Britain and Venezuela ; and, on the other 
hand, not to view with indifference aggressions on that teiritory by Venezuela. 

[696— 6j 3 C 
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InclosTire in No. 865. 
Sefior Lecuna to Mr, Wilson, 

(Translation.) Cardc^is^ December 20, 1850. 

THE Undersigned. Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs of Venezuela, had the honrmr t-o 
receive and to lay before the Executive Power the note ot Her Britannic Majesty's Cliai-f^e 
d' Affaires of the 18th ultimo, in which Mr. Wilson contradicts the rumours that had ])een circulated 
throughout the country, namely, that Great Britain purposes to take possession of Venezuelan 
GuayaTia ; refers to the steps which he had himself adopted to secure their contradiction, and of 
the natui-e of Avhich steps he has before informed the Government, declares in the name of the 
British Government that it has no intention to occupy or encroach upon (*' usurpar ") the territon' 
in dispute between the two countries, and requu'es a like declaration on the part of Venezuela, 
furthermore requesting that orders may be issued to the authorities of Guayana to abstain from 
taking any measures which might be justly considered as aggressive by the British authorities, 
and finally Mr. Wilson alludes to the motives by which he has been actuated in delaying to make 
this communication. 

By order of his Excellency the President of the Republic, the Undersigned begs to state in 
^ reply that the Government never could have persuaded itself that, in despite of the negotiatiou 
open in this matter, and of the rights of Venezuela alleged in the (question of boundaries pending 
between the two countries, Great Britain would desire to employ force in order to occupy the 
territory claimed by each country ; much less could the Government think this possible after 
Mr. Wilson has so repeatedly assured it, and as the Executive Government bolieves with sincerity, 
that these imputations are destitute of any foundation whatever, and on the contrary, are the 
very reverse of the truth. 

Reposing in this confidence, fortified by the protestations contained in the note under reply, 
the Government has no diflSculty in replying that Venezuela has no intention of occupying or 
encroaching upon any part of the tciTitory, the dominion of which is in dispute, and that it will 
not view with indifi"erence that Great Britain shall act otherwise. 

Furthermore, orders will be issued to the authorities in Guayana to abstain from taking steps 

p by which the engagement the Venezuelan Government has hereby contracted may be violated, 

and which might give rise to fatal results in the same manner as Mr. Wilson luiiA assured the 

Government that like orders have been given to the British authorities in Guayana, and which, if 

necessary, would be cheerfully repeated. 

Lastly, the Government duly appreciates the motives which have weighed in the miud of 
Mr. Wilson for delaying to execute at once the instructions received by him upon this subject. 

(Signed) VICENTE LECUNA. 



No. 866. 

-j^ Superintendent McClintock to Governor fkirhly. 

Sir, Pomeroon River, August 9, 1851 

I AM induced to trouble your Excellency with these few lines in consequence of having 
learned, with much regret, that the expenses I incurred in taking the census of this district was 
not passed. 

Your Excellency being already well acquainted with the remote parts of this most extensive 
district precludes the necessity of saying much with respect to the distance I was compelled to 
travel before 1 could collect all the information required ; suffice it, therefore, to say, that including 
the Upper and Lower Bareema and Winey Rivers, the Barama Creek and ail the numeroun 
tributanes of the aforesaid rivers, together with the Pamaroon, the number of miles travelled, 
independent of several long walks, was upwards of 1.000. Surely then your Excellency does not 
consider the small sum of 60 dollars sufficient remuneration for performing a duty of so much 
E magnitude and of such a harassing nature, regardless of all the hardships and exposures to which 
1 was subject for upwards of four months. I left nothing unturned to try, to the best of my ability, 
to fulfil as perfectly as I could tlie instmctions contained in a letter I received from the Govern- 
ment Secretary, and if only in justice to the parties who furnished me with the means to perform 
this duty, I must respectfully beseech and humbly pray yoiu- Excellency w^ill reconsider the order 
put upon the account rendered, in the hope that as the sum of 210 dol. 48 c, for which I made 
application, was applied in defraying the expenses of the Indians' wages and rations, omitting intdo 
my own expenses, your Excellency will be graciously pleased to order payment of the aforesaid 
sum of 210 dol. 48 c, and by so doing will relieve me of a serious responsibility which my limited 
means can ill aflford. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. McCLlNTOCK, 

Superinfcndcnt of Rhcrs and Cnrks, ctr., District Xo. 6. 
^ To His Excellency Henry Barkly, Esq., 
Governor of British Guiana, &c. 
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No. 867. 

Superintendent McClintock to Government Secretary. 

Sir, Ponwroon River, March 15, 1852. * 

I AGAIN bejj leave most respectfully to address these few lines to his Excellency relative to the " 
expenses T incuiTed in taking the census of all the Indian tribes inhabitin,s[ District No. 6. 

By the tenour of his Excellency *s communication in answer to my letter on this subject I was in 
hopes that ere this an order would have been issued for payment of my very moderate claim of 
210 dols. 45 c, small, indeed, when compared with the distance — upwards of 1,400 miles — I had to 
travel Ijefore T could obtain information upon the numerous points contained in a letter from the then 
Government Secretary (J. G. Austin), but I find by a letter this day, received from Messrs. Macnamara, 
Lynes, and Co., that no money has been paid them for that purpose, which I regret exceedingly, as I 
continue to be in their debt for supplies advanced me, without which I could not have collected the 
information required by his Excellency. 

In conclusion, I pray and liumbly beseech his Excellency will reconsider the matter, and finding 
my claim not only just but modemte, will be graciously pleased to order payment of the same. 

I have &c. T^ 

(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

SuperiiUendeiit of Rivers ancl Creeks, &c. 



No. 868. 

Superintendent McClintock to Government Secretary. 

Sir, River Pomeroon, May 23, 1852. 

I RECEIVED this day information through an Indian of the Wonow nation that a murder p 
wa« committed on Tuesday last in Manarie Cretjk, Upper Barima River, by a Worrow Indian man ^ 
stabbing another with a knife. 

The very great expense of reaching a place so far removed from civilization a« Manarie, 
together with the feeding of jurors, ifec, would incur a debt which I do not hesitate to assert is 
totally out of my power to meet ; moreover, I am still in debt to Messra Macnamara, Lyness, 
and Co., for supplies, &c., they furnished me when I was employed in taking the census of all the 
Indian tribes of this district. 

The Indian settlements in Manarie Creek are as far fi'om me as the Warapoota Mission is from 
the Grove in Essequibo. 

Waiting his Excellency's instructions. 

I have &Cb 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

SvjKrintcndent of Rivers and Creeks, &c. jy 
The Honourable Wm. Walker, 

Government Secretary, &c. 



No. 869. 

Superintendent McClintock to Government Secretary. 

Sir, ^ ^ A'avT Pomeroon, May 28, 1852. 

THE commission inclosed was returned to me a few days ago, in consequence of the Indian -.-, 
named therein having died. ^ 

As the care of all buildings in Waramurie Mission forms part of the Captain's duty, it is 
essential now, as the Mission is miinhabited, that another Indian be appointed in Damon s stead, 
I beg leave, therefore, to recommend to his Excellency's notice the Warrow Indian France, whose 
settlement is in Himara Cabara Creek, and convenient to the Mission as a fit and proper person to 
fill the office of Captain and Constable. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, Sitpirintendent of Rivers 

and Creeks, PostlwUhr, &r.,for District No. 6. 
The Honourable William Walker, 

Government Secretary, &c. 

P 
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No. 870. 

Super win} dent McClintock to Government Hecrctary. 

Sir, River Pomeroan, August 3, 1852. 

A YESTERDAY I was visited by an Indian man of the Worrow nation named Tamanawarie, 

whose settlement is in Upper Kituma, a tributary of the River Bareema, and about 7 miles alx)vo 
the mouth of Aruca Creek. On his entering ray house, and the usual salutations over, he said he 
had been five days travelling, and came up expressly about the murder in Manarie Creek, of 
which I wrote you some time back, and represented the man who was killed to be his brotlier. 

Knowing Tamanawarie to possess many good equalities, and also to be most determined, and 
exceedingly revengeftil, I told him, by way of soothing his ire, that whatever he wished to say I 
would write down, and in due time have it laid before the Governor. His answer was that he 
came up with no other intention just now but to make u statement, which, by his pai'ticular desire, 
should be forwarded to his Excellency. 

I have now the honour to lay before you, for his Excellency's information, TamanawarieV 
statement as follows : — 

*• Master, my brother is dead ; he was killed without cause ; he was killed for the sake of his 
B cassada and plantains, as the man who killed him had no cassada, nothing of his own. Master, 
my brother last killed makes the fifth relation I have lost, three in the Bareema and two in 
Amacura. I never complained. I never until now came before you, master, to complain, but 
now that my brother has been killed the man who did so nmst be killed also. The Worrow 
Indians are killing each other all about Bareema, and when the bad men are taken up and 
brought before you, master, tliey are not punished. They come back again and laugh at lis. 
Master, when you come amongst us you give good words ; you tell all Woitows to cut fields and 
plant plenty of cassada, but many do not hear your words ; their ears are hard. 

" My brother who was killed always had plenty, and because of that he was killed, and bis 
neighbours used to steal cassada from him. I attend to your word. I have plenty of corn, 
cassada, canes, plantains, yams, and pines, and because I have plenty to eat I suppose I will be 
killed like my brother. Master, it would be good to make all lazy Worrows who have no fields. 
p and who will not plant anything to eat, but steal from their neighbours, to work on the coast, as 
the Worrows who plant plenty of CMSsada. and have plenty to eat, are in danger of their lives. 
Master, my brother was stabbed in eight places (as TamanaAvarie uttered these last words ho 
handed me the string I now inclose with eight knots on it) by ' Idabana.' Master, send this 
paper to the Governor, because I want satisfaction for the death of my brother. Master, tell the 
Governor it would be very good to put a * domini ' (clergyman) in Bareema. If one good white 
man was there the AYorrows would turn good.'* 

I satisfied Tamanawarie as well as I could, and told him the Governor was most anxious to 
do all he could to improve their condition, assuring him that his Excellency's answer would, I was 
certain, make his mind perfectly contented. 

He then withdrew, at same time requesting me to let him know when his Excellency's reply 
reached me. 

Tamanawarie is one of the Indians I reccmimendcd as being a fit and proper person to hold a 
J) commission as Captain. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. McCLIXTOCK, Svperintend^nt of Eivers 

and Creeks, ite.. IHstrici No. 6. 
The Honourable William Walker, 

Government Secretary, &c. 



No. 871. 

E Siqyenittemlcnt McClintoek to Governnuiit Secretary, 

Sir, River Povieroaa, October 27, 1852. 

A SEVERE attack of bilious fever prevented me forwarding my Reports sooner. I am^ 
thank God, a good deal better now and will be able, I hope, to take a turn through the district 
next mouth. 

I am much inconvenienced by a constable, who lived in the I'^pper Pamaroon, removing from 
the district ; I would therefore recommend to his Excellency's notice the following Indians as 
being fit to act as Captains and constables : — 

Thomas Adams, Arrawack Indian, residing at Piraca, Upper Pamaroon. 

Cornelius Scarda, Arrawak, residing at Pomeroon. 

John, Carrabeese Indian, residing in Iserooroo Creek, Upper Pamaroon. 
Y France, Can-abeese, residing in Kiramap Creek, Rio Pamaroon. 

.feffrey, Can^abeese, living at Arria, Rio Pomeroon. 

By appointing the aforesaid Carrabeese Indians to the office of Captain, &c., will strengthen 



191 

Considerably the Bishop's exertions in trying to bring them to settle at Gabacabm*e Mission, A. 
besides prove useful m many other respects. Dick and Hermanus are also very deserving 
Carrib Indians. 

(Signed) W.'C. McCLINTOCK, 

Supennteiuhnt of Rivei^s and Creeks, &g. 
The Honourable William Walker, 

Government Secretary, &c. 



No. 872. 
Supei^intendent McClintoch to Rpreirey^-Gnieral. 

Sir River Poin^roon. Noveniher 9, 1852. 

YOUE letter of the 2nd instant came to hand this day. 

Having already acknowledged the receipt of the money sent me through the Rev. Mr. Brett, I 
have only to observe that every attention will be paid to his Excellency's instructions relative to the 
Indians acting as constables, and his Excellency may rest assured there will be no irregularity prac- 
tised by one whom I now beg leave most respectfully to recommend. 

I have &c 
(Signed) * W. C. McCLINTOCK, 
Superintendent of Rivera and Creeks, THstrict No. 6. 



Inclosure in No. 872. 

INDIANS most respectfully recommended to his Excellency's notice as being fit and proper 
I)erson9 to act as Captains and constables : — 



B 



C 



France. . 
HermanDus 
John • • 

Dick . . 
Jeffrey . . 

Thomas Adams . . 
Cornelius Scarde 
John William 
Fraser . . 






Carrabeese 






»> 



„ Arria 

Arrawack 



»» 



Pomaroon. 



»» 



Iserooroo Creek, tributary of 

Pomaroon. 
Pamaroon. 

(Upper). 
Pomaroon. 



*» 



Arrapicro Creek. 
Tapacooroa Creek. 



1) 



No. 873. 

Stfperinfendent McGitntovk to Goirrnment Secretary. 

Sir, Rivtr Pomavon, February 1, 1853. 

THE Commission I now beg leave to forward was returned to me the other day in ^ 
consequence of the death of the Indian Oapoey — a very serious loss, I assure you — for I had 
arranged with him shortly before he got so ill (he was ruptured I took him, after he had been 
with me six weeks recruiting his health, to the coast to see Dr. Fraser, who prescribed and sent 
him to town with a letter to Scott, the druggist, requesting that lie might be fitted to a truss 
which the doctor paid for), to settle all the Accaway Indians at present residing on the banks of 
the Arrapicro Creek and about 20 miles from the church, on the Cabacaburie Mission, principally 
with the view of getting their children, numbering between twenty-five and thirty, to be 
educated, but unfortunately the poor man became seriously indisposed, and, lastly, his death 
prevented my arrangements from being carried into effect. 

To fill up the void occasioned by the death of Capoey, I beg leave to recommend deceased's 
brother, named Hendrick, as a fit and proper Indian to hold the office of Captain, who I am glad 
to observe is equally wishful of carrying out the arrangements I had made with his brother. -p 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, Suptrint-endent of Rivers 

and Creeks, ctr., District No. 6, Pamaroon. 
The Honourable William Walker, 
Crovemment Secretary, &c. 
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No. 87'L 

Report of Superintemient W. 0» McClintock for the Quarter enduuj March 31, 1853, 

A Most respectfully slieweth : 

THAT your reporter was engaged for several weeks during this quarter getting the timber 
intended for the repairs of the Post dwelling-house hauled out of the bush, and also in having as 
much thereof conveyed to Muruca mouth as the difficulties and inconveniences against which he 
had to contend enabled him. The first and principal difficulty or rather inconvenience (wlmli 
considerably retards the work) was the want of a craft large and strong enough to cany the 
wood. 

The second difficulty was occasioned by tlie foulness of Muruca where the piles (forty in 
number, 20 feet long, 10 inches square) were cut : mountains of grass having stopped up several 
parts of the creek, and getting fastened to snags and stumps became one solid mass, and, to say 
the least, a most troublesome barrier to remove, which was partially accomplished by yoiir 
reporter having an additional number of Indians to assist those in charge of the wood, who, for 
many hours, in the first instance, struggled hard and const^intly to try and eflFect a passage for 
B the battaux, which, being small, only increased the difficulty, as it could not with any degree of 
safety carry the piles, consequently they were obliged to Do slung on either side. Again, the 
mouth of the creek was much agitated, and threatened every moment the loss of both timber 
and battaux ; and, lastly, although not least, the expenses attending this job increased beyuud 
his firat calculation. 

The greenheart sills, 25 or 30 feet in length, 10 inches square, are also hauled out, and uow 
lying on trie banks of the Pomeroon in front of your reporter's present residence, but when or by 
w^hat means they are to be landed at the mouth of Muruca Creek, is a question he cannot at this 
moment answer, as no craft belonging to him is fit for the work and there are none in Pomeroon to 
hire. Your reporter being therefore brought to a stand for the want of a battaux, feels himself 
compelled, however reluctant, to appeal to his P^xcelhiiicy for assistance, either by the loan of a 
proper craft to perform the work required to be done at the mouth of Muruca, or a grant of 
p 50 dollars to enable him to have a battaux built on the river, with the privilege of cutting tlie 
^ timber and plank on the Crown lands. 

Your reporter was also much occupied during the early part of this quarter in collecting 
from among the Indian settlements contributions for the Dublin Exhibition ; at the same time 
he was not unmindful of making his usual monthly tours and holding Courts in several parts ot 
the district ; firstly, at Free Town, then at Hoboo, Upper Muruca Creek, and, on his return from 
there, at Makasine, in Upper Pomeroon. 

Your reporter hopes ere long to be able to remove the Accaway Indians now residing on the 
Arrapicro (yreek to Cabacaburie Mission. A commission for the Accaway Hendrick, of whom I 
have already written, would save vour reporter much labour and facilitate his aiTangement«. 

(Signed) W. V. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintemient of Rivers and Creeh^ i'c. 
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No. 875. 

Report of Superintendent W. C. AfcCUntovk for the Quarter endincj June 30, 1853, 

Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT, early in April, he had occasion to repair to Upper Mmnica, 80 miles from his present 
residence, to investigate a case of assault committed by an Arrawack Indian man on another of 
the same nation. This fact, with others, he could ermmerate as an additional and pleasing proof 
of increasing civilization, and evinces, too, their willingness to follow the counsel of those 
whose position in life so eminently qualified them to encourage, and, by all manner of means, 
promote a social and beneficial change so much to be desired amongst the aborigines of this 
magnificent province. And it is wortliy of remark that his Excellency Heilry Barkly, Esq., in 

E this respect was never found wanting, for at eveiy encampment where Indians were found 
congregated between Point Bareema and the River Pomeroon, he (his Excellency) exhorted them 
in eveiy possible way, through an interpreter employed for the purpose, to abandon for ever tlK»se 
old, but barbarous, customs of shedding blood because blood was shed ; in other words, instead ot 
taking the law into their own hands, to repair to the Postholder of the district, before whom 
[to] lodge their complaints; and it is gi-atifying to be able to state that his Excellency's friendly 
admonitions have not been unattended with success, for, in almost all instances, certainly all 
serious cases, occming among Indians whose settlements are situated ^vithin the limits of his 
monthly tours of inspection, wliich rarely extend beyond Muruca or Assakata Creek (this creek is 
25 [15 (] miles from the Kiver Wiani^ are brought before him for adjudication. 

This ready submission to the laws of the Colony, which protects life as well as propeity. 
confirms, to a considerable extent, the opinion he submittc^d as far back as the yearl?<40, as 
follows: — 

^ ' If Superintendents ol Rivers and Creeks could make periodical visits, and hold Courts at 
central places in the remote j)arts of each of their respective districts; or, according to a homely 
phrase, bring the law to every man's door, no nmrders or any r)ther acts of violence would h^ 
committed by Indians. 

They are a body without a head, and all those outrages which occasionally reach our ears and 
cause our heans to shudder, are attributable solely to the absence of all authority, and is it to be 
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-wondered that a people without restraint or any means of improvement, and without any person J^ 
before whom their grievances and wrongs might be remedied, should follow the rules by which 
those before them were governed. 

The difficulty, if such it can be called, of including the more distant parts of this district with 
yom* reporter s present duties, is one purely of pounds, shillings, and pence ; for, admitting he had 
a boat calculated for such service (whicli, however, he does not possess), his salary is totally 
inadequate to meet the expenses which would necessarily be incurred travelling through a 
country of such magnitude, and, for aught he knows, clogged wdth still greater difficulty, that of 
the boundary question, as yet, he believes, undefined. Be tiiis as it may, however, your reporter 
conceives he would have failed in his duty to withhold from his Excellency any information 
calculated (in his opinion, at least) to render the Indian essential benefit; and, with these reasons, 
he now most respectfully begs leave to suggest that, as missionaries, the best of civilizators, and 
whose exertions gentn-ally deserve the sympathy and aid of all classes, cannot be procured, the 
next step most advisable for the suppression of crime in the remote parts which, if adopted, would B 
not only skim the surface but fathom the bottom, is to place the Superintendent of Rivers and 
Creeks on such a footuig as to enable him to include in his quarterly tours the remote parts 
of his district for the purpose of hearing and investigating all complaints that may be brought 
before him, and if by those occasional visits he should have abolished crime, surely the achieve- 
ment of such an object must be considered of paramount importance. 

On \dewing this district it might be said, and not without some foundation too, that F * ] 
meets with fewer ol>stacles in either the Demerara or Essequibo owing to its streams, unimpeded 
by those vivid and enlivening scenes, such as falls, rapids, &c., with which the river last named 
so prominently abounds- Grantujg this to be the conclusion, it tends only to bring to the 
recollection of those who would draw comparisons the fact that if this district is minus of 
cataracts, &c., it is certainly not without strong currents, the velocity of which, during certain 
seasons of the year, is so great that to propel a boat built for such service against them would 
require a crew numbering five to be increased to nine. C 

Your reporter feels it would be wrong to omit recording in this place the valuable services of 
Mr. Francis Landroy, the present catechist and teacher at Cabacaburie (Indian) Mission, through 
whose untiring zeal the attendance of Caribs and Airawacks, not only on Sabbaths but week 
days also, continues more regular [ * ] of the most sanguine [ * ] could possibly 

have anticipated. The school, too, conducted by the same gentleman, composed of children of 
hith the above nations, have become so numerous of late as to oblige Mr. Landroy to seek the aid 
of an assistant. 

A dwelling house, for the accommodation of the catechist, has recently been erected on the 
Mission, aud will shortly be finished. In furtherance of this object be it said that the Carabeese 
Indians cut the troolies and roofed the house gratuitously. 

Their own huts, thirty in number, which they erected on first coming to the Mission, are now 
being replaced by neat cottages, put up in regular order, having a space of about 30 feet between 
each cottage. 

Waramurie Mission, once the pride of Muruca, and on whose heights waved those colours 
which nations were taught to respect, but now, alas, abandoned [ * ] nay, hidden, never 

again to raise her proud but more envied head above the [ * ] in which she is 

enveloped. 

The absence of the Rev. John CuUen, Roman Catholic clergyman, from St. Roses Mission, 
Upper Muruca Creek, is scarcely necessaiy to bring under the notice of his Excellency the 
Governor, as he supposes it has been already officially announced. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, d&c. Distinct No. 6. 

June 30, 1853. 

No. 876. E 

Superintendent \V. C. McClintock to Government Secretary. 

Sir, nicer Pomeroon, August 31, 1853. 

WITHIN the last two days three Indians of the Maiongung nation, who are settled on the 
River Wieney, came to me, and requested I would procure a passport for them from his 
Excellency, as it was their intention to visit their friends in Cono Creek, tipper Oronoko ; that in 
eouflequence of the present disturbed state of the country through which they will have to travel 
to reach the settlements on Cono Creek they would not like to leave British Guiana without some 
protection from the Governor. 

There names are as follows : Marco, Andrie, and Francico, men. 
The people will remain with me until the passport arrives. 

I have, &c. p 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Bicers and Creeks^ &c. 
The Honourable W. B. Wolsley, 

Government Secretary, <ic. 

P.S. — I have taken the Uberty of directing Jlelville Hamburg, the rural constable, who 
conveys this, to wait on you, at your office, for an answer. 

W. C, McC. 

• Illegible. 
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No. 877. 
Report of Supeiniitendeid W. C MeClintoch for the Quarter endincf Sej)tcjuler 30, 1^<5,^, 

Most respectfully slieweth : 

THAT during this period his time was principally devoted to directing the Indians wluiwere 
emi)loyed to convey materials such as timber, beams, spars, &c., to the mouth of Muruca Creek, 
where the Post dwelling-house is now being erected. That the want of a punt, or some other such 
craft, bj' which heavy loads of wood might be either slung or carried, was seriously felt : first, on 
account of the number of men he had to employ; second, expenses, which, as a natural result. 
greatly exceeded the amount of his first estimate ; and, lastly, although not least, the daily risk 
to which hfe and pi'operty were exposed by the use of small canoes (his only alternative) in 
removing large timbers from Upper Pomeroon to Muruca — upwards of ;5() miles. 

The distance by sea between these two rivere is about 5 miles, and generally very rough, and 
accidents are not infrequent : for example, the Indians, while in the act of conveying tnx^lies 
across for the roof of the Post-house, saved their lives, namely, by throwing away half the load, 
and afterwards running the corial ashore as quickly as they could. 
-J Your reporter had another difficulty to meet, that of getting lumber from town. Thiw was 

■^ chiefly in conseciuence of the unwillingness of boat captains to accept the old rate of freight— 
5 dollars fur 1,000 feet, which he declined to raise, imtil opposition be found tended only to uicrease 
it, as no person c(nild be got to bring down th(* articles n^quired unless something confiidenihK- 
were added to the original offer. All these inconveniences and heart-burnings, although partiallv 
overctmie. caused the house to advance slowly. It will be roofed with troolies late in October, and 
now that lumber (white pine) and sliingles on the si)ot, the house is likely to be inclosed, and 
doors and \vindow shutters hung by the end of November; and as the timbers, &c., intended for 
the construction of a lock-up, are cut, squared, and hauled out, but not yet conveyed, that, lie 
expects, will also W com piloted on or about the iJlst January. 

There are still, however, large quantities of heavy timber necessary as a kitchen and out-lu»use 
for domestics, boats crew, &c. 

As also for a gallery, which is to extend all round the dwelling-house. Piles, eighty in 
n number, 20 feet long, ^^ by i^ Avill be required for foundation ; gi-e(*nh(*art, 8 by 8 fur sills, posts, 
beams, &c. JIany of the two fonner are already cut and squared, but thirteen pieces only have been 
hauled out of the bush. The means by which all these materials are to be transported t(» Muruca 
demands consideration. There are no i)unts or battaux in Pomeroon for hire, and, as your 
reporter s large era It, now under repair, at a cost of 50 dollars, will not be available before the 
end of Febiiiary, he cannot hazard any opinion, either as respects the removal of the wood, or the 
time it will yet take to conq)lete the buildings. At the same time he begs leave to state that, Avilh 
the money at his disposal, every possible exertion on his pait will l)e used to promote, hy all 
legitimate means, the work now on hand, and as soon as the whole of the grant, inehuling 
250 dollars of his own salary, is expended, a statement embracing every particular connected witli 
Post Muruca will be furnished, by wdiich it will be seen that every possible economy was olwervud 
throughout. 

Ycmr reporter's frequent visits to the Cabacaburie Mission have led him to conclude that the 

D attendance of Indians generally hns not l)een so full or regidar this quarter as usual. This 

temporary derangcjment, if such it may be called, takes place every dry season, wlieii all Iridiaufe 

capable of wielding a cutlass repair to the hills, to select and clear away a spot for the cultivaticm 

of ground provisions, as also for plantains and bananas. 

It is with much regret your reporter has to state that about 30 feet of the roof of Waraniuri<' 
church has fallen in, and being the windward end, the whole flooring, which is of white pine, is 
exposed to the weather. It is already very much decayed, and another winter will destroy every inch 
ot it ; in other respects, the Mission has all the appearances usual in abandonment, and the same 
observations are applicable to St. Roses Mission, for although the church, calculated to contain 
000 persons, is not actually down, it is not far from it ; and tumble it most assuredly will unless 
it is quickly repaired, for the blocks upon whi<;h it is erected are entirely decayed, and the 
dwelling-house is likewise completely rotten, and totally unfit for use. To erect a dwelling-house 
and repair the church will cost 700 dollars, and 1,000 dollars would scarcely be sufficient to make 
E Waramurie habitable. 

No person has vet been aj)pointed to St. Roses Mission. In the year 1851 the Indians attached 
to it numbered, in all, 231. Now their actual strength does not exceed 200, some having settled on 
Bareema River, while others gave the preference to Oronoko. 

Waramurie has upwards of 800 Indians attached to it, but, like St. Roses, no missionary, and. 
more than probable, never will have one. 

(Signed) W. C. McCLINTOOK, 

Suprnnteiident of JRivers and Creeks, ct'c, District No. 6. 

Pomeroon^ September 30, 1853. 
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No. 878. 
Superintendent AicClintoek to Govermuent Secretary. 

Sir, Kirer Pomeroon, I>'istrict No. C, December 26, 1853. 

I HAVE the honour 
Gaol this day five Indians 



I HAVE the honour to state, for his Excellency's information, that I committed to Capot)' 

, men, of the W arrow nation, all of whom were connected, more or less, 



195 

with the murder of a woman of the same nation, at a phice called **Hou-lianna," in Komwatta A. 
Crpelc. in Upper Monica, 100 miles from my present residence, between the hom*s of 11 and 12 
forenoon of Monday, the 12th ultimo. The means used to deprive this poor unprotected female 
of life was cruel in the extreme. To discharge those Indians without some punishment (confine- 
ment) might be attended with consequences serious to themselves as well as to others. At the 
same time, I cannot but remark that, however beneficial prison discipline may prove to the more 
accomplished and hardened villians, there is nothing so likely to create a change for the better in 
the minds of the untutored Indian, and so effectually to keep him from harms way (if I may so 
express it), as religious instruction ; and being thoroughly convinced of the ultimate success 
which the adoption of such coui-se would mean, I most respectfully suggest the re-establishment 
of AVaramuri Mission, and after a fit and proper person be appointed to it, and he becomes 
acquainted with the Indians intrusted to his care, murder and eveiy other description of ciime 
will vanish as Uke a shadow from amongst them. 

The AiTawack Indians who attend the Cabacabm-ie Mission afford the sti'ongest evidence of B 
the correctness of the opinion just offered ; for example, when I first arrived in this district, many 
years before any missionary was appointed to it, a more disorderly people than the present 
AiTawacks could not be found in any part of the province. Murders and violence, cases of 
assault, were of frequent occun-ence, but now the case is reversed. No outrages of any description 
ever happen, they attend regularly Divine service, their children are educated, they themselves 
dress neatly, are lawfully married, and, as a body, there are no people, in point of general good 
conduct, to surpass them. This change, which has caused peace and contentment to prevail, was 
brought about solely through missionary labour, and why not, may I inquire, extend similar 
benefits to the more benighted children of the woods ? 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, &c. p 
The Honourable W. B. Wolselev, ' ^ 

Government Secretary, 6cc. 



Annex to No. 878. 
Minute hy the Lieutenant-Governor. 



I quite approve the commitment of these pei'sons by Mr. McClintock, and ti-ust he will 
accumulate as much evidence as possible to establish the case, and which evidence I should be 
glad to see. Information as to the locality with reference to jurisdiction* would be also acceptable, jx 
Communicate so much of the letter as relates to the re-establishment of the Waramuri Mission to 
the Guiana Diocesan Church Society, and express my hope that something may be done in that 
quarter. Mr. McClintock deserves great credit for his consistent and persevering efforts on behalf 
of the aborigines within his district. 

(Signed) WILLIAM WALKER, LieutenayU-Gavernoi-. 

Decern hiT 31, 



No. 879. 
Report of \V. C. //. F, McClintock for the Quarter ending June 30, 1854. 
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YOUR reporter respectfully states that in the monvh of April last he was visited by a 
deputation of Carib Indians from Manawareema, a branch of the Moruca Creek, all of whom 
came by the overland route, a distance of 30 miles, to report that a large body of Accaway 
Indians, inhabitant*^ of Barama Creek, a tributary of Rio Wieney, were preparing to attack their 
settlements and take their lives, by order of one of the Barama Caribs, in consequence of some 
evil-disposed pei^son having circulated a report which reached his (the Carib's) ear that his son, 
who was destroyed by a tiger some time back, in Manawareema, was not killed by that animal, 
but by the hand of one of his own nation, a Caribeese. Your reporter must remark that as 
«(^on as the body was discovered, which had been missing two days, Peter, Captain of the 
Caribeese in Manawareema, lost as little time as possible in communicating the circumstances ; 
but indisposition, at the time, prevented your reporter from repairing to the spot. Therefore, to 
ascertain particulars he dispatched some of the Pomeroon Captains to Manawareema to see and 
examine the body ; and, by their reports, and the circumstances of Captain Peter having, in the F 
first instance, brought the arrows (less one Avith which it is supposed the Indian wounded the 
tiger) he (Captain Peter) found lying close by the mangled remains of the body, as also his 
(deceased's) knife, which was made fast by a cotton string to a stick evidently used as a spear ; 
the blade was covered with blood, and so much bent as to be unfit for use. All these circum- 
stances, together with the print of tiger's feet close to where the body was found, left no doubt on 
your reporter's mind as to the cause of the Indian's death, yet the father of the deceased was 
resolved to attack, and his bloodv intention would have been carried into execution onlv for your 

• Howhanna on Kamwatta is at tlic edge of the Upper Moruka Savannah, but belongs to the Waini River system. 

[696-6] 3 E 
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A reporter, who, on getting the information, immediately started to lloruca, and from tbove 
dispatclied a messenger to Jiuin, the Accaway Captain, who lives on Barama Creek, and a very 
excellent and well-disposed man he is, to apprize him of your reporters knowledge of tjie 
conspiracy, and on no account to permit an Accaway, if he valued life, or any other Indian, to 
go to Manawareema, if the object of such Indian's visit was hostile ; that your r'^poit(n* had 
already inquii'ed after the dead man, and the various representations which he had receiver! fully 
supported the opinion of every individual who had seen the mangled state of the body, that a 
tiger, or tigers, had killed his (the Indian) son, adding, liowever, that if he (the father of the 
deceased) could by any manner of means prove that his son's death was caused by the hands of 
another, to come forward and name witnesses, and after examination of the 'same, and the act 
clearly established as one of murder, every reasonable satisfaction would be given. 

This timely interference on the part of your reporter upset completely the whole plot— a 
plot intended to destroy upwards of twenty lives, and it is with no ordinary pleasure he states 
-" that the relatives of the deceased are reconciled so lar at least as to believe the report was not 
only malicious but totally unfounded. 

The death-struggles of this poor Indian must have been truly heartrending: all the aiTows 
found near the body, four in number, were broken ; the knife met a similar fate. Night then 
comes on, and the Indian having left home very early without eating or taking food with him 
(hnving promised his wife to return by 12 oV'lock, as he only went in search of weena or 
kakarally bark (which the Caribeese use for cigar wrappers) fatigue must soon have followed, 
when the poor creature became an easy prey to the wily forester. 

A bimdle of the bark was found near the body and brought to your reporter by Captain 
Peter. 

On the 18th May your repcn-ter was visited by an Indian man of the Warrow nation named 
Toma, whose settlement is in the lower part of Barima River, in a creek called Honakouaha. 
r^ The Indian came to lodge a complaint against a body of Warrow Inch'ans, fifteen in number, 
living on Babe Anna Creek, at the mouth of the Oronoko, for having come to his settlement 
about the begiiniing of ilay, and, after threatening him, Toma, with sticks and cutlags, they (tlie 
Oronoko people) forcibly took and carried away his (Toma's) two daughters, named Arrunia aud 
Queena. 

Your reporter, being well acquainted with the Commandant of Cur'apo, Senor Cassiano 
Pallacio, he gave Toma a letter to him explaining particulai-s, and requesting his assistance in 
having the two Warrow girls restored to their father. Your reporter likewise instructed Toma 
to report, in his return, whether he had succeeded in getting or recovering his children, hoping 
his Excellency will approve of the ;jteps your reporter adopted to try and have the poor man's 
family restored to him. 

The aborigines of this provhice, that is to say, those tribes who are in the habit of 
frequenting the cultivated parts of the Colony, namely, Arrawacks, Warrows, C^aribeese, and 
X) some few Accaways, as also the Spanish Arrawacks, are as tractable a people (considering how 
much neglected they are) as any in the world, and the Superintendents of Rivers and Creeks 
have it much in their power to improve their condition, by mixing frequently amongst them and 
devoting due attention to all their little complaints and other grievances, and by all means aftord 
them every opportunity of redress, by app(>inting central places to hear and determine the same. 
A system, after this fashion, tollowed up with regularity (now that an example has been made) 
would soon establish peace and contentment amongst them all, and, at the same time teach them 
to fear and respect the laws of the country, which, with the aid of a few zealous missionaries, 
would shortly raise them from their present degi'aded condition to a state of civihzatiou 
worthy of their being placed on the same footing, and afforded similar advantages, (is other 
labourers of Guiana. 

Your reporter, having lately returned fi'om Monica (Jreek, is enabled to state, from his own 
observation, that, unless some repairs be at once commenced on the Roman (]!atholic Church of 
E St. Rose's llission, the whole building, which is near 70 feet long by 30 feet wide, must tumble 
down. 150 dollars would prevent it from falling, if judiciously laid out ; and, if the Mission is 
to be kept up, for it has been abandoned upwards of twelve months already, there would be some 
economy in keeping the house up, as 800 or 400 dollars would be sufficient to put it into 
thorough repaii*, whereas 1,000 dollars would not suffice if once down to erect it again. The 
clergyman's house in the same ilission is completely decayed and only fit for fiiel. Your reporter 
visited Waramurie Mission also. The church is in a most dilapidated state, so much so as to 
require to be taken down, most of the materials being decayed. 500 dollars will be required to 
erect a building suited for the number of people who are in the habit of frequenting the Mission. 
Some money has been granted for the repairs of the church and dwelling-house, but the amount 
is not within 500 dollars of being sufficient to meet all the work that is required to be performed. 
Four Indians are already engaged cutting troolies for the roof of the dwelling-house. The 
first load, 1,000 leaves, reached the Mission on the 28th of June. The four Indians your reporter 
^ employed to roof the house agreed to cut, convey, and put on the troolies for 5 dollars per 1,000, 
exclusive of a little salt-fish, which, however, Mr. Wadie has promised to give them so long as 
they are at work for the benefit of the Mission. 

(Signed) W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Snpcrintendrjit of Rivers and Creeks, Cinnmissarf/ of Tajcaiion, tvc 

List rid No, C, Pomenmi, 

June 30, 1854. 
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No. 880. 
Superintendent McClintock to Government Secretary, 

Sir, River Potneroon, District No, 6,. July 1, 1854. 

IT is Avith much regret I communicate the loss of Johu Henry, Captain of the Warrow Indians A 
in Upper ^loruca : unfortunately, he bathed, before suffi(;iently recovered from an attack of small- 
pox, which brought on a severe cold with fever, and ultimately killed him. 

John Heiny was civil, obliging, and intelligent, and much respected by all who knew him ; 
to fill up the vacancy which his death has caused, I respectfully recommend to his Excellency's 
favourable consideration the Warrow Indian Watson, and I respectfully recommend, for similar 
appointments, the Wairow Indian France, living on Kinamu Creek, situated between Monica and 
Wieuey River, and the An'awack Indian Cabaralli, of Assakata Creek, where no Captain has yet 
been created, and although these Captains contribute gi*eatly to the welfare of all the Missions, 
it is not on that account only I recommend tlieir appointment, but principally for the purpose of 
keeping peace and order among the people intrusted to tlieir care, as also to i*eport to me all acts 
of violence committed by them. This system of communicating all trangressions has proved 
eminentl}' successful as a mejiiis by which many blows have been avoided, the parties being fully -p 
aware that if once inflicted, they will be reported through their Captain or Chief; it is therefore ^ 
iiecessaiy to have this system which works so well, can-ied out to advantage, to appoint an 
additional number of commissioned officers ; and with respect to the AiTawack Cabaralli, a more 
fit person could not be found in the Colony, being strictly sober, scrupulously honest, intelligent, 
speaking the Dutch, Wan-ow, Caribeese, English, and as a matter of coui-se, the Arrawack 
languages, and remarkably civil, which his Excellency Sir Henrj^ Barkly, when returning to 
Pomeroon from the Bareema River by the inland navigation, could not help observing, or in 
Sir Henry Barkly's own words, "he is uncommonly civil ; evidently a superior man.'* 

I have therefore to hope thfit his Excellency, seeing the inte^-est I take to try and improve, 
by mildness, the condition of the Indians of this district will be so gi-aciously pleased to gi-ant 
commissions appointing the undermentioned Indians, Captains and Constables, for their respective 
tribes : — 

Cabaralli (x\rrawack.) q 

Watson (Warrow). 
France (Wan'ow). 

(Signed) ' W. C. H. F. McCLIXTOCK, 

Sifperintc/ulent of Rivers and CrreJcs, <ic. 
The Honourable Wm. Walker, 

Government Secretary. 



No. 881. 
Superintendent McClintock to Government Secretary, 
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Sir, Pomeroon River ^ September 12, 1854. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a full and correct statement of the expenses incuiTcd in the 
erection of a logic and dwelling-house at the mouth of Moruca Creek, by which you will perceive 
I advanced from my own private funds the sum of 606 dol. 62 c. The other day, when I spoke 
to you about a change from this district, I omitted to mention that unless the money I expended 
was refunded, a removal, instead of being beneficial to me, would be ruinous, and sooner than 
run the risk of losing what I already laid out, I prefer holding my present appointment ; besides, 
I have a building on Upper Pomeroon, which, when finished, will cost me upwards of 1,000 
dollars, this I would also lose by making a change. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' W. C. McCLINTOCK. E 

Siipei-intcndeiit of Riccrs and Creehit, ^'c. 
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Inclosure in No. 881. 



A Account Current of Money received and Money advanced by W. C. McClintock, SuperinteuJeut of 
Rivers and Creeks, for erecting a lari^^e Logic and a Dwellin^'-house at the Mouth of Moruca 
Creek. 



Dr. 



To cash from bis ExceUency Sir Henry Barkly . . 
», advanced by W. C. McClintock 



B 



Del. c. 
250 00 
606 62 



856 62 



By paid James Clark and Indians for erecting 
a logie at Moruca • • • • 

„ Benjamin Bankins for taking down and 
conveying from Pomeroon to the 
mouth of Monica Creek the post 
dwelling-house .. 

,t Indians for 50 paals, 20 feet long, 

„ ditto for hauling same to spot re- 
quired.. ., .. .. 

„ ditto for rafters, collar beams, and 
timbers •• 

„ ditto for cutting troolies and sewing 
on svme •. •• .. 

„ Messrs. Macnamara, Lynest, and Co., 
for 1,500 feet white pine lumber, at 
30 dollars per m. 

„ Messrs. Macnamara, Lyness, and Co., 
for 5,000 white pine shingles, at 
3 dollars per m. 

„ William Hun^ and Co., for freight and 
lumber, &c. 

„ John Rainy for erecting post-house . . 

,, John Reid for making ten horses for 
ridging for post-house 

„ Indians for 14 greenhrart sills, intended 
far a gallery for post-house 

„ ditto for hauling greenheart sills out 
of the bush 

„ ditto for 40 greenheart posts (intended 
for a gallery for post-house), 12 feet 
long, 6x6 

,, Peto Timmerman for eareing post- 
house for seven months at 3 dollars 
per month 

E. & O. E. 



Cr. 



Dol. c. 
180 00 



70 00 
30 00 
4 00 
10 00 
12 00 

45 00 

15 00 



15 50 


400 00 


1 12 


20 00 


13 00 


20 00 


21 00 


856 62 



D 



Dcmeraiij, Sepieviher 12, 1854. 



No. 882. 



Report of Superintendent W. C. H. F. McClintock for the Quctrier ending Jane 30, 1855. 

REPORTER in going his usual rounds this quarter observed with much regi-et that the 
situation of schoolmaster, established on plantation Hackney, for the benefit of the inhabitants of 
the lower district of Pomeroon, numbering about 500, was still vacant. To witness the low and 
degi*ading habits of the present generation of children of the labouring class u? truly distressiug, 

J] if not dangerous, to society, and, however extraordinary it may appear, it is no less a fact that, 
the farther this class of people remove from civilization, protection, for the preservation of life 
and property, becomes the more essential, in the absence of which the position of the old, weak, 
and respectable would not only be irksome in the extreme, but hazardous, owing to the overbearing 
disposition of the negro. The ignorance of some in the labouring classes can scarcely be under- 
stood, excepting by those who have examined into it, most of them hving a life of comparative 
idleness, their wants being few, and their habitations situated contiguous to the sea, where fish 
and crabs, &c., abound. Little time is devoted to the cultivation of the soil. Characters leading 
a life of this kind must naturally require the strictest vigilance — in fact, nothing short of the 
strong arm of the law will teach them the respect due [to] society. 

Reporter was always an advocate for extending education, and to leave nothmg untried to 
give the rising generation such an education as would render them not only moral and religious, 
but industrious, frugal, and provident. Indians the same ; and now that we have a man (the 

P Rev. J. W, Wadie) so eminently qualified to improve the present system, which, for the reasons 
stated in last quarter's report, is utterly inefficient, not to say preposterous, he respectfully 
BV-ggests that, by way of trial, the small sum of 100 doUai-s be granted to Waramurie for the 
purpose of purchasing provisions to ration the children in the Slission so as to insure regular 
attendance, and prevent them from wandering with their parents when pressed for food. 

(Signed) W. C. H. F. McCLlNTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ &c., Pomeroon River. 
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No. 883. 



Report of S^tperintendent W. C. H, F. Mc Clin iock for Ihe Qvaritr endivg December 31, 1855, 

Respectfully sheweth : 

THAT during this and the preceding quarter several cargoes of salted fish, dried meat, &c. * 
came from the Orinoko, upon which the irapoi-t duty should have been paid, but owing to the 
distance of reporter's residence* from Muruca (upwards of 50 miles), the traders — all of whon* 
coming prepared to reach the coast by sea — declined the journey, consequently, the duties which 
should have been collected for the Colon v were utterly lost to it. 

That reporter begs to draw the attention of his Excellency to the circumstance of Muruca 
mouth being the most central spot for a residence, the district extending from Point Bareema to 
the Tapacooma Lake, both inclusive. 

That for the following, amongst other reasons, it is desirable, if not absolutely necessary, that 
the Magistrate of this district should reside at the mouth of Muruca Creek : — 

Firstly. The site, commanding as it does the high road, so to speak, to the Oronoko by the 
inland navigation, where rum can be purchased for 82/100 per gallon ; sugar, 4/100 per poimd ;. 
(agai*8, 2 dollars per 1,000, and tobacco in roll, and various other articles at prices equally 
moderate, all of which, it must be borne in mind, are subject to duty, would enable youV ]{ 
reporter to look after the Spanish, Portuguese, and all other traders who come through the 
creeks, to collect the duties from them for the Colony, and prevent smuggling. 

Secondly. Its central position would bring reporter within 15 miles (instead of 40 miles, 
which happens to be the distance at present) of the plantations on the River Pomeroon, and as 
they are occupied almost exclusively by negroes, whose indolent habits and general overbearing 
disposition demand much closer vigilance than the situation of his present residence will enabh* 
him to observe ; but independently of this — which, however, he conceives worthy of reflection — ' 
the locrk'Up, the only one in the district, is elected at the mouth of the creek. 

Thirdly. The fact of there being no fit accommoilation for hire on any of the estates in the 
lower part of this river is proof sufficient. He should have thought that some shelter was indis- 
])ensable, if only to place your reporter above the disagreeable jiecessity of begging quarters, 
wjiich, at the risk of his htalth, he tries to avoid as much as possible, by lying in his corial for 
nights together, sometimes suffering all the weather, as well as from the stings of mosquitoes. His C 
(»fily conipanions during those hours of torture are the Indian boatmen, who, from their extremely 
light costume, suffer not a little. 

Fourthly. That reporter, by having his residence at Muruca, would better enable him to 
attend to the complaints made by the Indians, and with much ease to the Indians themselves, for 
those who now come from Bareema all the way to his place in Upper Pomeroon, to seek the redress 
which, as British subjects, they are as much entitled as other laoourers of Guiana, would have no 
occasion to pass Muruca. 

Fifthly. That reporter occupying a central position, he could more frequently exercise his 
influence with the various tribes inhabiting the remote parts of this extensive district to abandon 
their present habitations, and settle somewhere contiguous to Waramuru Mission ; and your 
niporter being always of opinion that, to civilize the Indian, industry should be combined with 
education, he would have it more in his power to promote this object, as the Indians would theu^ 
all call at the Post on their "way, going and coming, to seek for the employment in wTiich it has "^ 
8eem to him, for their own interest, as well as those of the planters (when deficiency of labour is 
Htill very great), so desirable that they should be engaged. 

Reporter humbly beseeches his Excellency to let him know, as soon as may be convenient, 
whether he may expect assistance from his Kxcellency to enable him to complete the dwelling- 
house, &c., at Muruca mouth, so that in case of getting no money he may be able (before his 
present hut tumbles down) to erect a shelter in some other part of the district. 

Reporter considers it necessary to inform his Excellency that, for the protection of the house 
at Muruca, he was under the n-^cessity of employing a man, at the rate of 3 dollars per month, to 
care ^he place, and although the amount is small, he feels it inconvenient to continue it, in conse- 
quence of having expended so much of his small salary on the house, &c., already ; but as his 
Excellency will perceive, reporter cannot move one way or the other until he receives a fina4 
answer, and as that can only emanate from his Excellency, your reporter hopes and humbly y 
beseeches that his Excellency will be so graciously pleased to relieve him of the suspense uuder " ^ 
which he has been labouring so long, and for whi<;h your reporter will feel infinitely obliged. 

(Signed)^ W. G H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Supenntendent of Mivers and Creeks^ cfec, Fiscal 
Ihstrict A^o. 6, Pomeroon. 



No. 884. 



Report of Superintendent W. C. H. F. MeClintockfor the Quarter ending March 31, 1856, 

Most respectfully sheweth : , : i^, 

THAT the Indians of this extensive district have repeatedly addressed reporter, tlirough their 
('hief or Headman, as to the prospect of general destitution in the present and coming year A 

* At PoiDpiakru Junciion of Anphikru witb FomcriMm. 

[696—6] 3 F 
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^V calamity already felt, an<l mainly attributable to the very long drought, which prevented the 

Eossibility of planting with the slightest hope of reaping ; and the staple food of the people, 
itter cassava, now half-raatured,rwhi(jh] in ordinary weatlier would have been fit tor use, partly in 
this and next year, is Hirieil up and utterly lost to them ; and their yam crops, from a similar cause, 
have failed also. Therefore, with the sad prospect of an entire year of struggling, want, and 
serious danger before a whole people, ic seems to reporter unwise and unreasonable t j rely on 
their own resources alone for averting results of the most p.iinful chiracter. 

Considering, therefore, the number of IndiLins wanting relief — the younger branches particu- 
larly, most of whom being of tender age and unable to assist themselves — reporter is of opiniou 
that no precaution should be neglected to preserve the children from the terrible trial that awaits 
them. 

Reporter having thus satisfied himself of the cause of the g^eat scarcity of the staple f()od, &c.. 

of all the Indians of this district, suggests, mc»st respectfully, to his Excellency the necessity of 

-B rationing all Indian children who shall reside on the Mission and regularlj^ attend school; turther. 

that this act of charity be extended to them for one year certain, in the hope that by relieving the 

f)arent8 of the burthen of procuring sustenance for their ofispring, the adult portion of the popu- 
ation will have more time to devote to the replanting of c<issava, yams, &c., for the euHuing 
year ; that the main point once more established, they could seek employment in agricultural 
pursuit on some of the sugar estates of the coast. 

Re|)Oi-ter considers it almost unnecessary to add that, in seasons of scarcity such as the 
pi'esent. the attendance at school on the part of the Indian children is always scant, and sorae- 
times there are none at all — the Indians' provisions being destroyed, and the Mission having noncr 
to give, the children, irom sheer hunger, follow their parents, who, to try and appease rabid 
starvation, repair to the Eta swamps (where very many families are at present), to feed upon the 
bud and pith of that most invaluable palm. 
. , Reporter begs to assure his Excellency that he is no alarmist. At the same time he cannot 

^ conceal the fact that, unless the Indian children are taken quickly in hand and properly cart*,d for 
now, as they are at starvation point, the destruction of life, from insufficient nourishment on 
the one hand and unwholesome food on the other, will be fearful. 

The heavy sums of money with which the Colony is already burthened, independent of the 
amount required to cover the damages committed to Portuguese property, must plead reporter's 
excuse for omitting to name the probable cost of alleviating present distresses amongst the Indian 
children of Waramurie and Cabacaburi Missions ; further, that as this is a matter purely belonging 
to the Church, his Excellency would probably ^vish to refer it to his Lordship the Bishop ot 
Guiana, who, for the reasons above mentioned, might be disposed to meet the present want by 
private subscriptions. 

Reporter, conceiving he would be acting unfairly to conclude this report witliout bringing 
to his Excellency's notice the Indians who co-operated with the whites, coolies, &c., in suppreRsing 
J) the late riots among a portion of the black population on the Aruabeesie coast, bugs to oft'er a 
few observations : Fiist, then, let it be known that Mr. James Light, manager and attr.rney ot 
plantation Anna Regina, addressed reporter during the disturbance, expressing a \%rish for asaia- 
tance ** from any quarter." To this reporter immediately responded by sending at once a body 
of Arrawack Indians to aid Mr. Light, at the same time oflering to cimvey a large number of 
Carabeese, should they be required. The conduct and general utility of the Indians re{>orter sent 
out to Mr. Light was much appreciated, as will bo seen by Mr. Light's own words, as 
follows : — 

" Your brave Indians reached her** last evening about 7 o'clock, and a fine set of fellows they 
are, for steadiness of conduct and willing to co-operate with us to put down the lawless blackH 
could not have been surpassed. I mentioned their arrival to Messrs. Carbery and Mcintosh, and 
likewise to Dr. Eraser, all of whom appeared highly pleased with their good intentions towards 
us, and begged that it should be made known to them that we thank them sincerely for their 
E willing assistance." 

In conclusion, reporter begs leave to add that the Spanish Arrawack Indians of Muruca 
Creek were exceedingly indignant (until the reason was explained) with reporter for not taking 
them to the coast to assist the whites in suppressing the late riots. 

Reporter having visited many of the settlements during the month of March, was met at every 
one by the following : *' We have been waiting f*»r you the last week, expecting every moment to 
be taken to the coast by you to assist the manager against the negroes ; we are quite ready when- 
ever you call for us." 

Such is the loyalty of the Indians of Muruca Creek, or rather of St. Roses Mission. 

(Signed; W. C. H. F. MoCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivera and Creeks^ cfec, FiBcal 
District No, 6, Bio Pomeroon, 
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No. 885. 

Superintendent W, McClintock to the Government Secretary. 

Sir, Pomeroon River, June 17, 1856. 

PERMIT me to trespass upon your valuable time now, the Combined Court having completed 
its labours, to lay before his Excellency these few lines. 

To avoid giving trouble, I shall briefly state I have been in Government service since the 
year 1837, during which period, I flatter myself to say, I gave every satisfaction. 
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Conceiving his Excelleucy would be glad of every information respecting this district l»efori' \ 
appointing all the registrars, I beg leave most respectfully to state tnat the population (other 
than Indian) is very much scittered. several residing on the Itiver Winey and Muruca, the 
majority in Poraeroon, and a few on its tributaries. 

With a view, therefore, of rendering every service in my power to carry out the provisions of 
the Registrars' Ordinance, and being in the enjoyment of good health, out of debt, but as poor as 
tjharity, I now place myself at his Excelleucy *8 disposal, and if, from the gre.it difficulty and 
expense in reaching some of the population of this district, his Excellency should deem it requisite- 
to appoint a registrar for this Post of the Colony, I hope and most Jiumbly beseech his Excellency 
may be graciously pleased to take my small salary into consideration, by adding to which 1 wouKl 
perform the duties of registrar for this district. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks, &c.y 1^ 
Fiscal Distiict No. 6. 
The Honourable William Walker, 

Government Secretary, &c. 



No. 886. 

Report of Superintendent W. C. H. F. McClintock for the Quarter ejiding June 30, 1856, 

Most respectfully sheweth : 

THAT according to the instructions reporter received from his Excellency the Governor, ho 
felt himself authorized to grant permission to the Indians who have paid money to cut wood for 
Bale, and on the ungranted lands of the Crown, limiting them at the Sime time to some 
particular 8[>ot, which, by their own choice, has ftillen upon Ciceka, a hill situated on the right 
bank of Arapico (or Ari'apiaco) Creek, one of the principal tributaries of the Pomeroou 
Kiver. 

The Indians who have paid towards the above-mentioned privilege are two in number, and 
of the Arawack nation, and their subscriptions which amount to 28 dol. 28 c, shall be forwarded 
to the Government Office when a suitable opportunity offers. 

Reporter begs leave to observe that it was from this very hill Ciceka, he suggested to Sir 
Henry Light, as far back as 1840, to have a public read made across the high lands to the main j) 
road on the Areeabusie coast, and near to where the steam-boats stop at Airy Hall. 

As Indiana could perform the work, the cost, including a survey, would not exceed 2,500 
dollars, and as there is great expense of labour in making the coast by the Tapacooma Creek and 
Lake, and the sea voyage being extremely tedious and sometimes dangerous, a good carriage 
road made across the high lands situated between Airy Hall and the Arapico Creek — this creek 
joins the Pomeroou River within 200 roods of the Cabacaburie Mission, and the Mission is only 
^ miles from Ciceka Hill — would afford an easy, safe, and expeditious mode of communication 
with different pal'ts of the Colony, as well as bringing into note one of the most luxuriant parts 
of the province, which at present is appreciated only for its gigantic palm, the troolie. 

Reporter has always advocated free intercourse as one of the essentials to the general welfare 
of a country, and if people are to be civilized, which can scarcely be accomplished without giving 
them a t^ste for some kind of industrious occupation, there is notliing, in reporter's humbh3 
opinion, sp likely to advance both objects as opening up, by every available means, the resources K 
of the Colony. 

If the foregoing suggestions were advocating the cause of the aborigines only, he would 
not have introduced them, knowing the feelings generally to be rather against than in favour of 
the Indians, simply because they, as a body, don't contribute continuous labour to the cultivation 
of the staples of the country, for which neglect, if such it can be termed, much could be said in 
favour (if tiie Indian ; but as it so happens, these few observations apply equally to their morc< 
favoured brethren, the negroes of the Colony, who have received all the loaves and iishes. He 
may indulge in the hope that the day is not far distant when his Excellency seeing the advan- 
tages likely to accrue to the inhabitants generally of this vast portion of Her Majesty's posses* 
rions by opening a communication between the Arapico Creek and Airy Hall, will be 
pleased to adopt such measures as his Excellency may deem fit to carry out this desirable under- 
taking. 

Reporter begs to remark that during the month of June he received from Messi*8. MacBean, -^ 
Jamison, and Co., rice to tlie amount of 40 d( Jlars, less the cost of freight and packages, which 
was duly divided between the two Missions, Cabacaburie and Waramurie. 

(Signed) W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Ricers and Creeks^ itc^ 
Fiscal District No. 6. 
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No. 887. 



Governor Wcdelutuse fo Mr. Secretary Lahouch 



here. 

Sir, Gorerttwent IJouse^ Gecrgeicwn, June 9, 18o7. 

A FEOM circumstances which hnvo occurred (luring the last few months both in French Uuiana ai:J 

in Venezuela in connection with researches for gold, it has become extreii;e]y neceesary tlmt tlti' 
(Jovemment of this Color.y should be speedily and distinctly informed of the wishes of Her Mnjt8t> h 
(fovernment w'.lh respect to the course to be pursued in tlie event of the discoveries proving to le 
really important. 

During the last few weeks reports have been published in the uewspapeis of larj^e profits said ti. 
liave been realized by the diggera in Venezuela, and although I have jusl leceived a letter frcui xU 
Vice-Consul at Bolivar, stating that the reports have been of a most exaggerated nature, we ouglii, 
nevertheless, to be in some degree prepared to deal with the position in which we may be placed bv 
discoveries on a large scale. 

The first question with which Her Majesty's Government will have to deal is that of the boundary 
l^etw^een this Colony and Venezuela. You will find that in 1841 and 1842 this question was in debat-^ 
between Her Majesty's Goverimient and the State of Venezuela, when the correspondence terminated 
" by Lord Aberdeen consenting to remove some landmarks set up by British otiicers, but upon tlie 
understanding that Great Britain did not abandon any portion of her rights over the territoiy which 
was formerly held by the Dutch in Guiana. 

From all that I can gather, the present Venezuelan discoveries have been made within the territcn v 
then claimed by Great Britain; to which, if it were desirable, we could easily obtain access ln)iii 
the neighbourhood of our Penal Settlement on the Essequibo. And I therefore wish to be infoinud 
whether in the event of gold being discovered in large quantities, and within what we have staled w 
belong to us, it would be my duty to assert the right of Great Britain to the laud in question, ami 
what support Her Majesty's Government would be prepared to give to such pretensions it resisted by 
the State of Venezuela. 

Secondly, it is very desirable that I should be furnished with full instructions as to the relative 
rights of the Crown, the Colony, and private individuals, for my guidance in the event of gold being 
1 1 discovered within our territory. 

1 have &c 

(Signed) ' p! E, WODEHOUSK 



No. 8SS. 
Mr, Secretary Lahouchere to Goveiftor Wodehouse. 



Sir, Doxtiiing Street, July I, 1857. 

I HAVE to acknowledge your despatch of the 9th of last month relating to the recuit 
discoveries of gold supposed to have been made in territoiy within the limits of your Government. A.s 
it only reached me yesterday, and the mail leaves for the West Indies to-day, I can only give you 
'^ incomplete information, but am anxious that your despatch should not remain unanswered. 

Your first question is, whether, in the event oi gold being discovtied in large quantities, ami 
within ground claimed by the British Government, it would l)e your duty lo assert the right of Great 
Britain to the land, and what support Her Majesty's Goveniment Mould be prepared to give to 
such pretensions if resisted by the State of Venezuela. I shall immediately communicate with I>or(i 
(/larendon in order that you may be fully instructed on this heiid. In the meantime, I have only l«» 
direct you to assert the right of Great Britain to the land if situated within what you understand to be 
the extent hitherto claimed by Her Majesty's Government, and to enforce ihat claim by such means ajj 
are in your power until further instructed. 

You next ask for instructions as to the relative rights of the Crown, the Colony, and private 
individuals, in the event of gold being discovered in British territory. I send you at once copy of the 
instructions which were given in 1H52 to the Goveraor of Vancouver's Island on the report of a Biniilar 
y discovery, and also of certain d(X!uments issued by the Government of Kew South Wales on the like 
^ occasion, which will generally answer your question. But you wUl observe that the papers thas 
forwarded related to territories in which English law prevailed. It will be necessary that you should 
satisfy yourself, by local advice, whether any diflierence is made in this respect by the laws of the 
Colony which you govern. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) H. LABOUCHEKK 



No. 889. 
Lieutenant' Governor Walker to Secretary of State. 



y Sir, Govenmient House , Demerara^ August 24, 1857. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose an extract Minute of the proceediugB of the Court of Policy o» 
the 20th instant, from which you will perceive that the Court are anxious to avail themselves (t 
the services of a scientific geologist, upon the terms offered in the Cii:cular despatch of the 8tl: 
October, 1855. 
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Tliis despatch was laid before the combined Court during* the ScKsioii of 18')b\ and the object J^ 
ssas not then thought of sufficient importance to induce the Court to accept the offer, but the 
strong ])rob{ibility of the existeuce of gold-tiehls within this (Jolony has materially changed 
the views of the Legislature, and they would now be glad to obtnin the services of such a 

person. 

I take this opj)ortunity of reporting that hi the course of tills week two expeditions will 
leave Georgetown in search of gold-fields : one consisting of Dr. Shier, a professional gentleman 
whose scientific attainments reconunend him for such employment, and Mr. Shanks, a sworn 
surveyor of considerable experience, assisted by a Mr. Nicholas Cameron, who professes to have 
an iutimate knowledge of the interior of the Colony generally, and of varicms localities in which 
gold is to be found, will in the fii*st instance visit the upper districts of the Demerara River, after 
their return from which they will probably proceed to explore the country to the westward of the B 
Penal Settlement between the River C>uyuni and the Sierra Imataca, through or across which 
the boundary claimed by (heat Britain runs: the other expedition, of which Sir William Holmes 
and Mr. William Hunter Campbell have volunteered to take charge, Avill proceed to the coast 
between the Poraeroon and the Orinoco, and ascend the Wai-ini from its mouth to the localities 
where it takes its rise on the opposite side of the Sierra Imataca to that which it is hoped will be 
attained by the firet-named expedition. 

Some time must of course elapse ere the results of these projected explorations can be 
known; I shall then have the honour to put you in full possession of them; meanwhile, 1 beg to 
acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 29r> of the 1st instant, transmitting a Report and 
other doouments relative to tin* boundary in dispute between (Ircat Britain and Venezuela. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WALKER. ^ 



No 890. 
hlfiitt>tianf'(jiovernor Walker to Serretani of State » 



Sir, (ioverwnient House, Demerara^ September 24, 1857. 

IN continuation of the subject of my despatch of the 9th instant, I beg leave to inclose, 
for your information, extract Miinite of the proceedings of the Legislature relative to the 
discoveries of gold in the neighbouring territorv of Venezuela, together with a copy of the news- 
paper containing a report of the discussion which took place. 

2. It will probably be convenient if I first advert to tlu» si*arch for gold, reserving the 
boundary question for sei>arate notice. D 

H. It has been generally considered that it would be advantageous to the Colony to facilitate 
access to the existing gold-fields bv inland communication ; the contrary opinion, however, is not 
without supporters, who maintain tnat it would be preferable to confine our efforts to the discovery 
of auriferous deposits within our own boundaries, and a subscription list was opened in Georgetown, 
havuig for its object to defray the expenses of an exploring party into the interior. The support 
of the Government, hciwever, being deemed desirable, I submitted the proposal to the Court of 
Policy who, from want of confidence in the gentlemen intended to be put in charge, declined 
having anything to do with it, but authorizcKl me to take the necessary steps for effecting the 
object by other means. 

4. The arrangements I have made or propose to make are as follow : Mr. Shanks will take 
cliarge of an expetUtion, the chief object of which will be to ascertain the practicability of opening 
up a route in the direction of the River Cuyuni, sUirting from the Penal Settlement, and clearing 
'•portages*' alongside the rapids so as to obviate as much as possible the heavy work of dragging ^ 
up the batteaux and corials against the stream. In addition to the Indians employed as navigators, 

a small number of convicts, whose steadiness can be depended upon, will accompany the expedition 
as woodmen; and Dr. Macaulay, the Resident Surgeon <»f the Settlement, promptly acceded to 
my request that he would afford his services both professionally and to take charge of those men 

5. While engaged in making these arrangements, a gentleman, Mr. Bratt, following the 
profession of an engineer, but who has devoted considerable attention to metallurgv and to geology 
as connected with mining oj)erations, placed himself at my disposal, and 1 have detached him by 
the ordinary route of the Orinoco to the actual scene of the gold discoveries ^vith the view of his 
familiarizing himself with the locahties, and of ascertaining the probable extent and dire(^tion of 
the auriferous de})osits. He is instinicted to await in that neighbourhood the arrival of the 
expedition under Mr. Shanks, and to return with it to Georgetown, carefully examining the 
country by the way. ^ -p 

1>. By the time this is effected, 1 hope the exi)edition ander Sir W. Holmes and others will 
also have returned, which will enable me to employ Mr. McClintock, one of the most experienced 
ofticeiTB in the Colony connected with the Department of Rivers and Creeks, who has accompanied 
them, in conducting a party, to which Mr. Bratt, the geologist before mentioned, will be also 
attiiched, for the purpose of examining the country between the Demerara, Essequibo and 
Massaruni Rivers leading to tlie foot of the Sierra Pacaraima, which has always been popularly 
supposed to be the chief site of the gold deposits, if they really exist in this Colony. This is, in 
fact, very much the route proposed to be adopted by the private expedition to which allusion has 
boeii already made. 

7. I may add that an independent party has set off up the River Demerara to push their 
exj)lorations far beyond where the expedition under Mr. Shanks and Dr. Shier stopped short, and 
there are some gi-ounds for hoping that they will be more successful. 

[696—6] * 3 G 
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A 8. The leaders of the expeditions uuder Government authority will be instructed to assert, 

in case of necessity, the ri^ht of Great Britain to all the territories included within the boundaries 
delineated by Sir Robert Schomburgk, but as these differ most materially from the claims of Brazil 
and Venezuela respectively, I trust I shall be pardoned for su^gcstin^ the urgent importance of a 
speedy adjustment of the question in reference to both those States. From tlie letter of Mr. Vico- 
Consul Mathison, forwarded with mine of the 9th instant, it will be seen that citizens of the 
United States are supposed to be acquiring territorial rights in our immediate neighbourhood, if 
not within our claimed boundary, and their disposition to obtain a footing in the interior of tliis 
continent, is matter of common belief. 

y. I have carefully perused the correspcmdence upon the subject of our boundary which t^ok 
place between Her Majesty's Government and the Venezuelan Minister in 1841-42.. and an tin* 
Government of the Province of Venezuelan Guiana was allowed to remove the landraarlvK 
planted at Point Barima by Sir Robert Schomburgk, although without prejudice to the claims (.f 

■" Great Britain, and that point is at the entrance of the only (diannel ol the Orinoco na\ngable by 
vessels of any great burthen, it is obviously desirable that all doubt should be removed as to its 
rightful possession. 

10. I have been, as yet, imable to trace any memorandum ot the data upon Avhicli Sir Rohci-t 
Schomburgk based his survey, but no doubt such exists in the archives of the Colonial Office. In 
Bouchenroeder's Map, of which, as of several others, a copy was taken home by Govenior 
Wodehouse, it is distinctly laid down that a Dutch post existed on the right bank of the Rivor 
Barima, thus indicating that stream as the natural and actual boundary in that locality between 
Spanish and Dutch Guiana. 

11. It has been suggested to me as highly probable that, in the archives of die Dutch We«t 
India Oompany in Holland, there may exist authentic maps or charts which w'ould afford 
incontestable evidence as to the exact extent of their possessions here; and also, that Sir Robert 

p Schomburgk may have communicated either to Her Majesty's (xove'innent or to the Royal 
Geographical Society some documents, for prudential nnisous kept luipublished. which woiild 
throw^ light on the question as yet in doubt, whether in the course of his various journe^^s he did 
or did not find indications of the existence of the precious metals, and it may perhaps be con- 
sidered not unimportant to make inquiries upon both those points. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. WALKER. 

P.S. — In addition to the documents previously mentioned, 1 beg to inclose also copies of 
passports and instructions dcdivered to Air. Shanks and Mr. Hratt, which I trust may be 
approved of. W. W. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 8iU). 

Extract from the Minutes of the Court of h)licy^ September 17, 1857. 

READ letter of R. N. Hrotherson relative to his proposed r(mte on an exploring expedition to 
the Upper Essequilx) in search of gold, and soliciting the aid and patronage of Government. 
F.I. 

Ordered that the Court declines to grant any aid to the proposed expedition, but that the 

Lieutenant-Governor be requested and authorized to organize an exploring expedition into the 

interior of the Colony to ascertain the existence or otherwise of gold-fields within our ow^n tenitories; 

_, that the arrangements for the expedition under Mr. Shanks to ascertain the practicability of a 

*^ route by the (Juyuui River to the present gold-fields at Upata be approved of, and that the sum of 

5,000 florins be placed at the disposal of his Excellency for the above purpose. 

Read letter of Mr. Edward Bratt, Engineer and Mining Geologist, offering to accompany any 
party the Government may decide upon sending for the discovery of gold in the interior of 
Guiana. 
F.I. 

Ordered that his Excellency be requested to secure the services of Mr. Bratt for the Colony. 
True extract: 
(Signed) J. Gardiner Austin, 

Acting Government Secretary. 



F 



Inclosure 2 in No. S90. 

By his Excellency William Walker, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governor and ( 'onnnander-in-chiet in imd 
over the (-olony of British Guiana, Viee-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. 

(L.S.) (Signed) AV. Walkkk. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, greeting : 

WE request and require in the name of Her Britannic Majesty all those whom it may 
concern to allow the bearer hereof, James Shanks, Esquire, Surveyor, with all the pereons under 
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his charge and authority, being employed by us on a Topographical Mission, to pass freely A 
without let or hindrance, and to afford iiim and them every assistance and protection of which 
he and they may st^nd in need. 

Given under our hand and seal of office at the Guiana public buildings, Georgetown, 
Demerara, this 24th day of September, 1857, and in the 2lRt year of Uav Majesty's reign. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) J. Gardiner Austin, 

Acthuj Government Secretaty, 



Inclosure *6 in No. 890. 

By his Excellency William Walker, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor and (Jommander-in-chief in and g 
over the Colonv of British Guiana. Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. 

(L.S.) * rSigned) W. Walker. 

To all to >vhom these pn^sents shall (;ome, greeting : 




concer 

hi 

without let or hindrance, and to afford him and them every assistance and protection of which he 

and they niay stand in need. 

Given under our hand and seal of office at tlie Guiana Public Buildings, Georgetown, 
Demerara, this 24th day of September, 1857, and in the 21st year <)f Her Majesty's reign. 

By his Excellency's command, 

( Signed) J. (iARDIXKR AUSTTX, C 

Actino (J overnment SecrHarn, 



Inclosure 4 in No. 890. 

Instructions to James Shanks, Esq , Surveyor in charge of an Expedition to trace a route along 
the c*)ur8e of the River Cayuni from its junction with the River Mnssaruni to the gold-fields 
of Ca^ratal. 

(L.S.) (Signed) W. Walkkr, TAeutenant-Governor. 

THR main object of the expedition under your charge being to ascertain the practicability of ,>. 
opening »i]) a conm^unication between Georgetown and the gold-fiehls now lieiug worked in 
Venezuela, yoii will take the Penal Settlement as the basis of your operations. 

2. Y^m are authorized to engage a sufficient number of suitable boats, and Indians to navigate 
tliem, and you will also have the assistance of a small pai'ty of convicts, se^lected as able-bodied 
men, and accustomed to the use of the axe, to serve as pioneers or woodmen, and, in order to 
avoid attTacting inconvenient obsei'\'ation, the dresses of the^e men should not have any mark 
indicative of tlieir position as prisoners. 

3. Dr. Macaulay, Resident Surgeon of the Penal Settlement, having consented to join you in 
this expedition, will be placed in immediate charge of tlie convicts, assisted by Gerard Mulder. 
Pohf'e Constable Van der Ileyden will be attached to aasist you in respect to the navigation and 
the management of the Indians generally. 

4. Ill the event of sickness or other disability incapacitating you from acting as head of the 
expedition thither provisionally or permanently, that duty will be assumed by Dr. Macaulay, who "g 
will therefore be furnished ^vith a duplicate copy of these instructions. 

5. In order to avoid delay as much as possible, you will not attempt, in the first instance, to 
open a practicable path all the way by land, but will avail yourself as much as possible of the 
river, endeavouring to obviate the necessity of ascending or descending the rapids by cutting 
paths or portages wherever such rapids are met with. 

fi. You will endeavour to trace the* path by which, some thirty or thirty-five years ago, it is 
believed a certain Colonel Hamilton, then resident in Venezuela, proposed to open n similar 
communication between V^enezuela and British Guiana. It is probable that by this time it is 
completely overgrown again, but its lengtli, dire(*tions, bearings, and the point at which it stopped, 
may probably be ascertained. 

7. You will endeavour to make an accurate chart of the river as ;v(>u ascend, noting the 
creeks on either side, the position, length, and comparative difficulty of tlie rapids, and the time 
occupied in reaching the various stages and in the necessary halts. F 

8. An important part of your object will be in the event of your experience of \\\q rowie. 
8ho>\-ing that it is likely to be generally useful hereafter, to ascertain wliat halting places could be 
indicated at convenient distances, and w^liat conveyances could be dei^ended upon for the progress 
of travellers between this Colony and Venc^zuela. 

0. You are aware that the Venezuelan Government claim, according to the map prepared 
by Sir Robert Schomburgk, tlie site of the Penal Settlement and the left bank of the Plssequibo, 
includine: the whole extent of the Rivers JIassaruni and Cavuni. The boundarv claimed bv 
Great Britain, however, according to the same authority, crosses the River Cayuni in longitude 
t)0® 20', or thereabouts, and in the event of your falling in with any Venezuelan authorities, or 
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A beiiif;' molofited or liiiideivd at any point to tJic eastward of that point yon will ansort the claim of 
Her Majesty to all the ten-itory on this side, in temperate but distinct and positive temis. 

10. In the event of any difficulty being' raised or obstacle interposed by the Yciuzuclan 
anthorities in regard to your progress or operations, after producing your passports and 
explaining your objects, you will adopt such a coui'se as may, m your discretion, appear best, 
whether to persevere or to retire. 

11. On your arrival at the U)cality of the present gold-fields you will endeavour to acquire 
mUhentic information upon all points of interest connected with them, e.g., their extent and direction, 
(quantity of gold obtained in given periods, numlier of pt^ople employed and where from, tenn within 
which it is likely that the search for gold can be contnuied in reference to seasons. Arrangements 
made by the Venezuelan Goverimient for supervising the operations of the gold-seekers — Custom- 
house Regulations, prices of provisions, aud whether adequate supplies are obtainable ; what 
sort of residences and means of transport are obtainable, and at what rates, and generally what- 

^ ever statistical information is accessible. 

12. Mr. Edward Bratt, whose sei^vice? as a mining geologist have been retained by the 
Government, has been dispatched to the gold-fields by the Orinoco route, and, it is hoped, will 
have been there for some time on your arrival. 

He has been instinicted to await you at Tupuquen or elsewhere, as he may obtain tidin<;s of 
your movements, to joui hhnself to you, and return with you to this Colony ; making a careful 
examination of the country along the course of the Cayuni and in the neiglibourho(»d of its 
tributary streams until it joins the Mussarum*. 

13. You will avail yourself of every opnortunity to report your progress and observations t(» 
me, and in the event of necessity you will, of coui*se, apply to Her Majesty's Vice-Coiusnl at 
Bolivar for his official assistance, for which end yon are furnished with a letter to his address. 

14. You are doubtless fully sensible of the necessity of conciliatmg the aborigines in eveiy 
p ^vay, and of obtaining whatever information they can afford with reference to the existence of the 

precious metals within this ( >olony. 

IT). You Avill be as careful and economical as possible in the expenditure of the stores and 
provisions, and will be prej)ared to render an account thereof on your return. 
By his Excellency's connnand, 

(Signed) ^ .1. (lARDINER AUSTIN, 

Avtiutj iloveriuneid Secretai^j, 



Inclosurc T) in No. 890. 

By liis Excellency William Walker, Esquire, Lieutenant-Governor and Comma nder-iji-chief in and 
2) over the Colony of British Guiana, Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. 

(L.S.) (Signed) \V. Walkeu. 

To all to wlnmi these presents shall come, greeting, 

WE request and require, in the name of Her Britannic ^Majesty, all those Avhom it may 
concern to allow the bearer hereof, Edw^ard Bratt, Esquire, a British subject employed by us on 
a scientific mission, to pass freely Avithout Jet or hindrance, and to afford him every aksistance and 
protection of which he may stand in need. 

Given under our hand and seal of office at Govenmient House. Georgetown, Denierera. tlm 
2l8t day of September. \Ku. and of Her Majesty's reign the 21st. 
By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) J. (rAHDIXKR AUSTIX. 

23 Acting Goveiniment Secretary. 



Inclosnre (i in No. 890. 

Instructions to Edwanl Bratt, Es(|uire, employed on a scientific mission to the gold fields of 
Upata and elsewhere. 

IT being proposed to sen<l an expedition under Mr. James Shanks and Dr. Maeaulay with 
the object of opening up a route by the River Cayuni to the gold-fields of Upata. Avhich expedi- 
tion it is hoped will leave the Penal Settlement or the River Massanuii not later than the 
1st October next, you will take your passage on board the Venezuela steamer *' Orinoco," or in a 
^ sailing-vessel as may be most advisable, and proceed with as little delay as possible to the 
existing gold-fields, establishing yourself in some convenient locality wherever yon can make 
excursion in all directions, but especially to the eastward and southward, w^ith the object of 
ascertaining the nature of the soil, its mineralogical character especially, and of com-se. primarily, 
the probable direction and extent of the auriferous deposits. 

It will be desirable that you should, as far as possible make collections of specimens of all 
the soils and rocks which may appear likely to be of any advantage in manufactures or commerce, 
carefully noting their sites and conq)arative richness. These may be packed and sent to (leorge- 
town by any of the cattle vessels or other eligible oppc^rtunities, accompanied, of coui*se. by 
proper lists aud remarks. 
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It 18 supposed that the expedition under Messrs. Shanks and Macanlay will occupy about A 
twenty-five days in ascending tlie Cayuni, and you will make your calculations so as to enable 
vou to fall in with them at Tupuquen, or wherever else you may hear of them. You will return 
\vitb them by the same route, namely, the Cayuni River, and you will take every opportunity of 
examining the country in its neighbourhood, especially after you pass the longitude of 6(>® 15', 
which the progress of the expedition will permit, the great object of your employment being to 
ascertain the probability of the existence of gold-fields within the British possessions. 

You will be furnished with a passport, which, it is presumed, will secure you from molestation 
by the Venezuelan authorities, ana also with a letter to the British Vice -Consul at Bolivar which 
will insure his aid, either in case of difficulty with such authorities, or of your finding it necessary 
to draw for further funds. 

You will ol course communicate with the Government as frequently as possible, detailing 
your proceedings, and oftering any suggestions which your experience may indicate as likely to 
he useful. 

You will also be good enough to keep an accurate account of your disbursements while on 
this service. 

Another expedition, consisting of Sir W. Holmes, Dr. Blair, and Mr. W. H. Campbell, having 
engaged in an attempt to reach the gold-fields by another route, namely, by navigating the 
Kivers Waiini and Barama to their sources, and then striking the Cayuni, it is possible that you 
may fall in with them at some point of your route, in which event you will explain your position, 
as an Agent of this Government, and impart or obtain any information calculated to further the 
coQimon object with which both are occupied. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) J. Gardiner Austin, 

Acting Government Secretary, 
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No. 891. 



Declaracio n del venerable Jofti Felix Blanco^ hecha 
de su puTlo y letra *^n los ultimos dias de su vtda, 
par incttacion de Ramon Azpvrua^ como nece^ 
saria p^ra ilustraeion de la hisloina en vn 
epi^odxo grave de la guerra de Independencia en 
Guayarui, por el ano de 1817. 



DEBO en honor y en consciencia hacer una 
ileclaracion acerca del escandaloso suceso de la 
niuerte de los capuchinos del Caroni. Suceso que 
ha sufrido diferentes interpretaciones, y en el cual 
no tuvo la mas minima intervencion el General 
lioli'var. 

Yo gobemaba el Departamento de las If isiones 
del Caronf por nombramiento del General Piar, su 
[♦rimer ocupante republicano, desde el mes de 
Febrero que nos posesionamos de ellas, ciiando 
llego & la denominada Caroni el General Bolivar 
ton el cardcter de Jefe Supremo de la Kepiiblica 
en mayo de 1817. Llamado por el d aquel punto 
}»ara darle conocimiento & informes del territorio 
tie mi mando, me le present<5 en termino de la 
(listancia. Despues de haberle satisfecho sobre 
euanto quiso y necesitaba 8al)er, me dijo. 

Eh bien, amigo mio, que hacemos con esos 
Padres que el General Piar ha recogido en 
(.'aruache para cuidados y tormentos? Yo deseo 
mantenerlos en un lugar seguro, en donde ni ellos 
infiuyan mal en los indios, ni esten expuestos d 
insultos y vejaciones de tantos locos que hay en 
nuestras tropas: que permanezcan allf hasta que 
(Kupado el Orinoco por nosotros, como lo sera 
pronto per el Almirante Brion, podamos echarlos 
fuera, y que se vayan con Dios. Tiene usted 
d(inde ponerlos entretanto ? Si sefior, le contest^ : 
lo.s han^ conducir d las Misiones de Tupuquen y 
Tumererao, que son las ultimas del Distrito del 
lvsU\ y en ellas estardn vigilados hasta nueva 
c'»nlen de usted. Pues bien, me repuso, de usted 
las ordenes competentes para que todo se haga. 



Declaration of the Venerable Joei Filix Blanco^ 
made hy hx% own hand, in the last days of his 
Life^ at the request of Ramon Atpurua, as 
necessary for the Illustration ot the History in a 
Grave Episode of the War of Independence in 
G nay ana, tn the year 18 1 7 {inade apparently in 
1864).* 

I MUST in honour and conscience make a ,^ , , 

declaration res).ectin<^ the scandalous atiair of the nij^t^jna deia vidadt^- 

death of the Capuchins of the Caroni, an affair Libertadm-." VoI.t, 

which has suffered various interpretations, and in P- *^"*^''- 
which General Bolivar had not the slightest part. 

I was administering the Department of the 
Missions of the Caroni, by appointment of General 
Piar, its first Repuhlican occupant, and I had done 
so since the month of February when we tocjk 
possession of them ; and in May 1817 General 
Bolivar arrived at the one called Caroni, in the 
character of Supreme Chief of the Republic. 

E 



Being summoned thither by him to give him an 
account and reports of the territory under my 
command, I appeared before him as soon as pos- 
sible. After having satisfied him concerning 
what he wished and required to know, he said to 
me : " Well, my friend, what are we to do with 
those Fathers whom General Piar. has brought 
together in Caruache to make woriy.and trouble? 
I want to keep them in a safe place, where they 
will neither exercise an evil influence on the Y 
Indians, nor he exposed to the insults and vexa- 
tions of all the fools we have among our troops, 
and there they might remain until the Orinoco is 
occupied by our people, as it soon will be by 
Admiral Brion, and then we could turn them 
adrift, and bid them God-speed. Have you any 
place in which to put thepi meanwhile ? " " Yes, 



* Blanco wrote tf> Azpurua. his colleague, on the let March, 1864, retiring from his work on the Documentoi, and he wtms to 
have given tiiis dtriaration about the same time. 

[C96— t>J 3 H 
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Bespedime del General para mi alojainiento ; y, 
como a la hora de estar comunicando mis dispo- 
siciones Bobre bagajes, provisiones y demas con- 
ducente d la marcha de dichos Keligiosos, se me 
pre8ent6 un Edecan suyo Uamdndome con urgen- 
cia. Apenas pisaba yo el liltimo escalon de la 
escaleria del convento, cuando indignado y & 
B gritos me hablo asl : " No se lo decia yo a usted 
ahora rato, que temia de los locos del ejercito ?" 
" acabo de saber que los desalmados (palabra que 
U86 y que nunca olvidare) ban asesinado a los 
frailes de Caruache, a la luz del dia '' (otra ex- 
presion notable). Quede estupefacto, sin poder 
articular palabra por largo rato ! al fin rompf mi 
silencio, y con la energfa de caracter que entonces 
me distinguia, clam^ contra el atentado y le pedf 
su castigo. 



Sir," I replied, "I will liave them taken to the 
Missions of Tupuquen and Tumeremo, which are 
the last in the eastern district, and tbey shall be 
guarded therein until your further orders." '* Very 
good," he replied ; " do you give the necessary 
orders for it to be completely carried out." 

I took leave of the General and went to my 
lodging ; and just as I was giving my instructions 
respecting baggage, provisions, &c., in connection 
with the journey of the said monks, one of his 
Aides-de-camp came to summon me urgently. I 
scarcely reached the last step of the Convent 
staircase when he cried out to me indi<mantlv : 
" Did not I tell you just now that I was in di-ead 
of the fools in the anny ? I have just heard that the 
villains (the woid he used, and which I shall never 
forget) have assassinated the monks of Caruache 
in broad daylight " (another notable expression). 

I remained stuijetied without being able to utter 
a word lor a long time. At last 1 broke silence, 
and with the energy of character which then 
distinguished me, I exclaimed against the crime 
and asked him to punish it. 



c 



No. 892. 
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Superintendent McClintock to the Government Secretary, 

Sir, Pomeroon Bwer^ Novemher 28, 18G8. 

IT 18 with much regret 1 have to communicate, for his Excellency's information, the death 
of two Indian Captains, the most useful we ever had, namely, Conielius Scard (Arawack) and 
France (Warrow). 

The fonner was our first convert, and, until within a few days of his death, the most regular 
atiendnnt at the Cabacaburie Mission. 

Wilham Scard, deceased's son, is full age, steady, and, having followed the example of his 
father, is a recommendation of itself as being fit to fill the present vacancy. 

To supply France's place T beg leave to name "Harry" (Warrov/), who is very well 
disposed, and otherwise qualified lor the office. While on this subject I beg to bring under his 
Excellency's notice the importance of keeping up a sufficient number of Captains. 

First, let me rerjark that civilization, however favourable the circumstances, advances only 
by slow degrees ; slower still must be its progiews when there are obstacles, such as superstition, 
it surmounts, and perhaps there is no superstition more general and deep-rooted in the minds of 
many of the aborigines of this province than the belief that some have the power of destroying 
the lives of others by their incantations and prayers. 

Civilization has advanced, however, not by missionary efforts alone, but as much owing to 
the good example on the part of the Captains, who, leading the way to hear God's Holy Word, 
induced others to follow, and by that means, through the instrumentality of the Captains, 
civilization has made rapid progress, and up to the present time it is to the Captains, missionaries, 
J] and their assistants we nave to look for the well-being of the Missions for full congregations and 
for full schools. 

Taking the liberty to presume, therefore, that his Excellency the Governor, seeing, as I am 
sure his Excellency will, the necessity for keeping up a proper staff of Captains, I beg leave to 
recommend, for his Excellency s favourable consideration, five Indians, all being fit and proper 
persons to hold the office of Captain and constable over their respective tribes. 

I have t&c 
(Signed; ' W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ &c. 
The Honourable Richard Holligan, 

Govenjment Secretary, «&c. 
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Inclosure in No. 892, 



Memorajidum, 



NAMES of the Indians respectfully submitted to his Excellency the Governor as being fit 
and proper persons to hold the office of Captain and constable over their respective tribes:— 

William Scard (Arawack), in the room of Cornelius. 
HaiTy (Warrow), in the room of Fiance. 
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Davidson ( Warrow), in the room of Ben. 
Antonie (Accoway), in the room of Saiirawick. 
Francisco (Maiongong), in the room of Raiman. 

The ahove-named five Indians attend at the Waramurie Mission. 

fSigned; W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Siipenntendeut of Rivera and Creeks, £e 
Pomeroon, November 28, 1868. 



Annex to No. 892. 

British Guian.v. " 

To his Excellency Francis Hincks, Esq., Governor and Commander-in-chief, &c. : 

The Petition of John Davidson, an Arrawack Indian, from Moruca Creek, Essequibo : 

Humbly and respectfully sheweth : 

That your petitioner is a native Indian, and oldest resident in the creek, and that since the 
death of our Headman, Captain Calliestro, all the buck Indians up that side of the Colony, they 
are wholly ungoverned, making wars against themselves, and taking each othera lives, for want 
of a Chief or (Japtain amongst them, or a Headman over them, so as to prevent all this sort of 
thing amongst the bucks, and not without ; under these circumstances, your petitioner respect- 
fully prays to recommend himself to vour Excellency, to be appointed by your Excellency as C 
Headman or Captain over the other buck Indians in the room of the late Captain Calliestro, 
deceased, being an old liver up there next to Captain Calliestro, so that 1 could command peace 
and order amongst them as formerly during the lifetime of Captain Calliestro. 

And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

(Signed) JOHN DAVIDSON, his x mark. 

November 28, 1868. 
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No. 893. 
Superintendeiit McClintock to the Government Secretary* 

Sir, Pomeroon River, March 27, 1869. 

I SHALL feel obliged if you would lay this communication before his Excellency the 
Governor. 

Previous to Missions being established among the aborigines of this district, their Captains, 
or Chiefs, were always selected by themselves, and the men possessing the art of conjurer — or. 
according to the people's belief, the power of destroying the lives of others by their incantations 
and prayers — were invariably chosen to fill the office. This system proving such a bairier to 
everything calculated to ameliorate their then degraded condition, the conjurers having so much 
influence over their respective tribes as to induce them to set their faces, so to speak, against all 
kind of instruction, and seeing, as I did, the nec^-ssity for some interference, I brought matters under 
the notice of :>ir Henry Light, the then Governor of the Colony, expecting the difficulties to ha 
overcome before any permanent good for the Indians could be achieved. With the view, there- 
fore, of removing, if not to suppress entirely, the then prevailing influence of the Chiefs, I E 
suggested to his Excellency Sir Henry Light that they snould at once be dispossessed of all 
authority to nominate Captains, and the power of making such appointments should be vested in 
the Executive ; this arrangement, which has been acted up<ui to the present time, has proved 
most beneficial. In proof, I beg leave to bring under his Excellency's notice the two MissiouH 
situated within this district, both being well attended by Indians, who, in point of appearance and 
intelligence, are not to be sui-passed by any other labourers in the Colony. 

It is to the Captains we must continue to look for full schools and large congregations, as 
well as regards attendance at Divine worship on Sabbaths, and they are not only expected to 
appear at church themselves, but to induce all other Indians to follow their example. 

The men 1 have recommended for his Excellency's favourable consideration are not only fit 
and proper persons *;o fill the office of Captain and constable over their respective tribes, but in 
other respects worthy of the distinction, and as the appointments are merely supplying the place 
of others who have died, I hope and trust his Excellency the Governor, seeing the advantage of K 
keeping up a staff of Captains, will be graciously pleased to make the appointments of which a 
Memorandum of the names of the Indians selected for the office of Captain, &c., is herewith most 
respectfully submitted. 

I have <&c. 
(Signed) ' W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Supenutendent of Rivers and Creeks^ &c, 
E.N. Valker, Esq., 

Guremment Secretary, &c. 
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Annex to Xo. 893. 

Mejuorandum. 

.^ JoBeph (Warrow nation). 

William Scard (Arawack nation). 
Johnston (Arawack nation). 
Thomas (Accaway „ ). 

Respectfully snbmittea oy — 

(Signed) ^ W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCIK, 

Suverintendent of Utters and Creeks^ &€. 
March 27, 1869. 



No. 894. 
W Superintendent McGlintock to the Government Secretary, 

Sir, Pomeroon Niver, March 29, 1869. 

IN expectation of seeing a Canibeo Indian named " Sandy," who I had selected to fill a 
vacant Captainship caused by the death of one of the same nation several months past, I delayed 
sending up the Memorandum already in your possession till this day. My communication g, ana 
ever, containing the name in question ha^nng deen dispatched at 3 o'clock this morning, and 
Sandy, whose sanction whs necessary before recommending him, arriving at my abode at 
11 o'clock, forenoon, obliged me to trouble 3'ou witli these few lines for the purpose of explaitiinj; 
to his Excellency the Governor the cause of the omission of Sandy's nam*^ in the first instance 
Sandy is well disposed towards Xlissions, and, I am sure, if appointed Captain, &c., will strengthen 
the hands of all who are interested for the improvement of this once powerful tribe. May I, 
^ therefore, beg his Excellency to appoint Sandy, Carribee Indian, to tlie office of Captain, &c., for 
' this district. 

With the view of showing more fully than I have already done the utility of keeping up the 
present system of appointing Captains among the aborigines, I beg to enumerate the various 
services in behalf of the Government the Indians of this district were called upon to perfonur 
under my superintendence, the Waramurie Mission excepting which I established myself: — 

Firstly. The expedition of the boundary, conducted by Sir R. Schomburgk. The Indians, to 
enable him to carry on this laborious undertaking, were furnished by me. 

Secondly. The Pirara expedition, which I accompanied; and to carry out this expedition I 
assembled at Cartabo, River Cuyunie, 350 Indians. 

Tliirdly. The expedition formed by Sir Henry Barkly, the then Governor of the Colony, who 
I had the honour to convey from Point Barima to the Capocy coast, via inland navigation. The 
Indians for this expedition I also furnished. 
Tx Fourthly. The expedition to Tupuken, Province of Venezuela. The Indians employed in 

this expedition, numbering from forty to sixty, were collected by me, and I accompanied them to 
Tupuken and back to River Pomeroon. 

Fifthly. The expedition by Sir Francis Hincks, who was accompanied to Muruca and back to 
Georgetown by his Lordship the Bishop of Guiana, the Honourable the Attorney-General, besides 
many other officials of high standing, aJl of whom I had the honour to convey to the Waramurie 
Misbion and the Indians employed were supplied by me. 

Sixthly and seventhly. All the Indians that have been employed by the geologists from their 
first exploration trip up to their last start from Georgetown were furnished by me. On varioiw 
other occasions, too, almost too numerous to be mentioned, I have been called upon to collect 
indians. 

In conclusion, permit me to remark, that as most of the services I have enumerated was by 

order of the Government, I found Captains of the greatest help in carrying out my instructiouH, 

2^ and, scattered as the Indian settlements are over a vast extent of country, without some such 

aid as Captains are capable of rendering, it would scaniely be practicable, within a reasonable 

time, to assemble at any particular spot a large number of the aborigines. 

I iiave &C 

(Signed) ' W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK, 

Superintendent of Rivers and Creeks^ &c. 
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No. 895. 
Special Report of W. C. H. F. McClintock, Superintendent of Pomeroon River and Tributaries, &c. 

FIRST, reporter begs to explain that the distance, by sea, from Pomeroon to the mouth of 
Marucca is from 3^ to 4 miles. 

The course of Marucca as high as Waramuerie, a distance ot 10 miles, is south-west, at this 
Mission the river takes a sudden bend to the north and continues this course for 8 miles, m heu it 
again changes to south-west. 



211 

The general conrRe of Monicca afterwards, until it meets the sea for the second time, a A 
dieitance of 25 to 30 miles, is north-east. 

This tract of land, situated on the left bank of Mamcoa, and bounded, for the most part, by 
the said river, and partly by the sea, is as lar^e as the Island of Wakenaam, and with the 
exception of the high lands known as St. Roses Mission, otherwise Maiiabba. Comachane, and two 
or three other small hills, the whole tract is nothing more or less than a swampy jungle and with 
onlv from fift}' to sixty perse ins living in it; these pei^suns are Spanish Arowacks, the descendants 
of the Spaniards 'who during the eommencemput of the War of Independency in 1821-22 
abandoned all they possessed on the Oronoko to seek protection under British rule, at that time 
administered by General Murray, by whom the high lands in question were made over to the 
^Spaniards with a promise of protection,, which they have enjoyed for near fifty years, and now most 
urgently beseech that the same may again be extended to them, as since British jnrisdictibn has 
been withdrawn murdei*s, violent cases of assaults, thefts, &c., have become frequent. 

The tract of swampy jungle to which allusion has been made extends to the head of the -" 
Baramanie Creek, a tributary of Kio Wynie. Sir. R. Schomburgk, in his map of Guiana, h^s 
laid down this branch, and, although wide and very deep, its extreme length don't exceed 
30 miles.* 

'^J'ho right bank of Rio Manicca has many creeks connected with it. The largest is named 
Manawareena, and inhabited by a considerable number of Indians of the following nations: 
Arowaaks, Worrous, Carribbees. and Acoways, the majority attending the Waramurie Mission ; and 
the same may be said of the Worrows and Arawacks of the Himara-Himara Cabra, the next in 
size, and on whi^h creek the Mission named is partly established. 

All the Spanish Arowacks, with the exception of the few (fifty to sixty) already described as 
living on or in the neighbourhood of St. Roses Mission, have their settlements on the right bank 
of Marucca, and, including a few families living on Hvme River, the total don't exceed 320. Of 
this number, 240, or thereabout, ere located on Marucca, and the total number of Indians, Spanish r^ 
and Arowacks included, inhabiting Marucca and tributaries is l,(U)0. . 

There are circumstances connected with the right bankof Slonicca to which some importance 
may be attached, inasmuch as the Dutch were known to have had many settlements on its bank. 
For example, on the A.-Y.-Abarie Hill, Ui)per Marucca, the Dutch had not only a settlement, but 
a windmill also, by which they giound cantos, made sugar, and, according to the testimony of the 
old inhabitants ^VVoitows), still alive and able to give evidence, distilled nim also. Bricks (m the 
spot the mill is represented to have been erected, used as foundation he supposes, are to be found 
at the present day. 

Parakeesie, lower down the Marucca, and about 4 miles above St. Roses Mission, was another 
Dutch settlement, and the following places were also occupied by the Dutch : Pasanali, Aqueuru, 
Waramurie. and one at the mouth of Marucca. Bricks with which they build a koker to drain 
their provision grounds are there still. 

It is equally well known that the hill at present in the possession of the Roman Catholic j) 
Church, aud called St. Roses Mission, situated on the left bank, was a Dutch settlement 
likewise. 

Parakeesie is the last inhabited settlement in Upper Marucca, and all persons wishing to 
adopt the inland navigation to reach the Wynie, or any of the other large rivers, such as the 
Bareema, Amawira, Araturi, or the Oronoko, must continue the ascent of Marucca for about 1^ miles 
above Parakeesie, or until a canal, west by compass, is reached, through which all boats bound 
for the remote parts must pass. 

This canal, formed by coreals passing and repassing, is 5 miles long, and runs through a 
swampy crossing in its course a sand-reef, parts of the Owyebarri Hill, and by which the water 
of tht'se vast swamps are separated, one portion flowing towards the Wynie River, the other down 
the Marucca. It is by the same channel (canal) the small creeks, which form the highway to the 
interior, are reached, and, lest they should not appear on Sir R. Schomburgk's map, he has named 
them in the order they are situated. E 

After quitting the canal, which is as hot as an oven, both banks being hedged in with high 
razor giass, the first creek entered is named Barabara, the next Biara, and the third and last 
Baramanee, which joins the Wynie River, in its upper course, about iOO miles from its mouth. 

Now, it will be scarcely credited that throughuut the whole of this immense territory', 
extending, as it does, in one direction from the mouth of Rio Maiiica to the mouth of Rio Wynie, 
then up said river to Baramanie Creek, thence the other small streams, canal, and down Maruca 
to its mouth, an extent which cannot be estimated less than from 70 to 80 miles square — it will 
scarcely be credited, he repeats, that upon this vast tract there is only seventy inhabitants. Such, 
however, is the case, a fact reporter is prepared to prove, should proof be required. 

Now, from the very circumstance of most of the left bank of Morucca being a swampy jungle, 
and, as such, utterly valueless for agricultural purposes or for practice, a question of some 




(fovernment this swampy jungle can be of no value, whereas to this Colony the occupation of 
Mainicca, owing to its proximity to Pomaroon and to other parts of the Colony, is paramount. In 
fact, its import*ince cannot be overrated. 

To say what would be the result in case the Spanish obtained a footing in Marucca is easiljr 
stated. Rum and other spirits would be introduced from the Oronoko in large quantities. Retail 
spirit shopa would be established at the mouth of Marucca and at other places, which would 

* It is hardly so much by half. 

[696-6] 3 I 
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A interfere very matorially with the revenue at present derived from that source, and tlie [undeci- 
pherable] would be a system of demoralization of the vilest and most detestable kind. 

With regard to the character of the Marucca people, he begs to state that the SpanUi 
Arawacks are, as a body, the most civilized Indians, if not quite so, in Guiana. 

Governor Barkly, who visited St. Hoses Mission, on seeing a large number of these people, 
expressed himself as follows : — 

*'Well, Mr. McClintock, these (Spanish A^'awacks) are decidedly the only civilized Indians I 
have met with since my arrival in the Colony." 

Reporter should have mentioned before that the Dutch had a settlement on the Anica Greeks 
a territory of Rio Bareema, at a place named *' Ubu."* Orange and coffee trees are growing on 
the hill, and mark the locality. 

Reporter may also mention that the lands upon which the dwelling-house of St. RoseB 
Mission stand (there is no church at present) was purchased by the Roman (!!!atlioIic Church. 
B This transaction is recorded in the books of the Crown Surveyor s Office, from which the following 
is an extract : — 

*'1844. In favour of the Romuu Catholic Church. A grant of 7 acres on the Maruca 
Creek." 

Respectfully submitted by, 
(Sinned) W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK. 

Superintendent of River Pmneroon, &c, 
January 3, 1871. 
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No. 896. 
Governor Longden to the Earl of Caimai'von, 



My Lord, Governynent House, Georgetown, FehriAary 22, 187.). 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a letter which I have addressed to 
Mr. Middleton, Her Majesty's (Charge d" Affaires at Caracas, relative to the arrest of a criminal 
on the north-western frontier of this Colony, in territory the sovereignty of which has always been 
claimed by Great Britain, but to which claim is also advanced by the Republic of Venezuela. 

2. The facts of the case are these : on the night of the 7th September, 1874, a coloured 
Creole giil of Geori>etown, named Sarah Brathwaite, was shot dead by a young man, also a 
(M)loured Creole of Georgetown, named Thomas Garrett. Both the murderer and iiis victim were, 
as their names indicate, British subjects. Directly after the perpetration of the deed the 
murderer ran away and was pursued, but baffled the pohce in the darkness, and got away m a 
I) boat. All trace of him was lost for a time. An inquest was held on the murdered woman, and a 
verdict of *' Wilful Murder" against Garrett was returned. Thereupon, as usual in such cases, I 
directed a reward to be offered for sucli information as would tend to the apprehension of Garrett. 
Intelligence was soon after brought to the police that (^arrett had escapt- d across the Pomerooii 
River into the wild unsettled country between the Pomeroon and Orinoco. A party of three 
(!onstables was sent by the Inspector- General of Police, under the command of a sergetiut of 
police, who, under the guidance of the informer, aiTosted Garrett on the banks of the Ainacura 
lUver, and brought him to Georgetown, where an investigation was h jld by the Police 
"Magistrate, and Garrett was formally committed tt> the Supreme Court for trial. 

'6, From what 1 have since learned, I have ivason to believ^e that the counsel engaged for tlie 
accused, who has many friends, and for Avhom much misulaced sympathy has beeu excited 
communicated with some V'ene;5uelan authoritiee, and. with a view of rescuing Garret frow 
^ justice, informed them that he had been arrested upon the Venezuelan territory. In January last 
'^^ I received from Dr. Montbrun, the (yonsul-General for Venezuela in Trinidad, a letter, of wliicli I 
inclose a copy anrl translation, protesting, in the most energetic language, against the arrest (»f 
Garrett within the Venezuelan territory, which he apparently assumed — no doubt upon the 
evidence given to him — was an undoubted fact. As Dr. Montbrun holds no Consular apptniit- 
ment in this Colony, I did not feel authorized to enter upon a correspondence with him, but 1 lost 
no time in laying the facts ot the case before Mr. Middleton at Caracas for the satisfaction of tLe 
V^enezuelau Government, and I caused Dr. Montbrun to be informed that I had done so. 

4. Garrett was arrested on the banks of the Amacura River, the river which was proposed uy 
•Sir Robert Schomburgk in 1841 as the boujidary between Venezuela and British Guiana, but 

which boundary was not accepted by the Venezuelan Government, and is not acknowledged by 
cither Government. The boundary claimed by the old Dutch Colony, namely, a line from Poi»t 
Barima, where an old Dutc^h post subsisted, to the I hitch post on the Cuyuni (opposite to the 
p ancient fort marked on the map as the " most easterly Spanish post — Humboldt"), is the boundary 
which I undei*stand to have bt^en always claimed by Great Britiin. This boundary is indicatoJ 
by a line on tlie large map of British Guiana constructed from Sir Robert Schoinburgk's survevii, 
and corrected to the present time by Messrs. (^h aimers and Sawkins, and published in W'l. 
Ganett was most certainlv arrested within this line, which includes both banks of the Amacuni 
River. 

5. The proposition made by \\\g Earl of Aberdeen in 1 844 for a settlenit^nt of the boundjiry 
(piesticm having been entirely disregarded by the Venezuelan Government, rlifficulties arose a|5 V) 
Irontier questions, which were settled in IHoO by declarations exchanged between Colourl Wilsuu, 

* Hobo on left l)unk neur mout't of Aruka, tributary of Barima. 
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then Her Majesty'a Charge d' Affaires in Caracas, and the Venezuelan Goveniment, to the effect A 
that ** neither Government should oocnpy or encroach upon the territory in dispute between them/' 
(Colonel Wilson 8 despatches to Lord Pahnerston, dated the 30th December, 1850.) 

6. The sole questi(m, therefore, connected with Garrett's arrest which seems to admit of 
doubt is whether the declaration of 1^50 does or does not preclude either Great Britain or 
Venezuela from entering upon the territory in dispute between them to arrest a criminal flying 
from either territory to evade justice. FeeHng that there may be a doubt upon this point, I 
caused the trial of Garrett to be postponed. I inclose a copy of a (Confidential letter which I have 
addressed to Mr. Middleton, informing liim that the trial is put off for the settlement of this 
Vjuestion. 

7. It would be a misfortune to both countries if it should be held that the territory lying 
between them is a sanctuary for criminals from both to flee to, and so escape the punishment due 
to their crimes. It is already sufticiently connnon in this (^)lony for criminals to escape capture in 
the vast wilderness which sun'ound the settlement^ btit the men who so escape know that thev ^^ 
are subject to capture at any moment ; but if it be publicly held that no criminal can be arrested 

in the disputed territory, it is only in reason to expect that crime will be encouraged by the 
immunity from the punishment which may be so ea.sily secured. 

I have &Cm 
(Signed) ' J* K. LONGDEN. 



Inclosure 1 in No, 896. 
Governor Longden to Mr. Middleton* 



c 



Sir, Government House, Georgetown^ January 30, 1875. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a letter which I have re(;eived from 
Dv. Montbiim, the Venezuelan Consul-General for the British West India Islands, residing in 
Trinidad, protesting in the name of the Republic of Venezuela against the violation of the 
Venezuelan temtory by three police constables of this (rovernment, who, he alleges, pursued a 
crifiiinal a_eros8 the frontier and arrested him in the territories of tiie Kepublic. 

2. As Dr. Montbrun lays gi*eat stress on the alleged violation of the territorj'^ of the Republic, 
it is perhaps not out of place that I should commence by disclaiming, and formally disavowing in 
the most emphatic manner, any intention or attempt whatever on the part of this Government to 
violate iri any way whatsoever the sovereigjity of the Venezuelan Republic, or to enter tlit^ 
Venezuelsm territorv unlawfully. 

3. Dt. Montbrun holds no Consular appointment in this Colony, and I do not therefore feel 
myself authorized to enter upon a coiTespondence with him respecung the actions of this 1) 
Government; but as he states that he has written by the authority of the Venezuelan Government, 

I lose no time in placing your Excellency in possession of all tii*^i facts of the case, in order that 
you may be in a position to give any explanations to the Venezuelan Government w^hich you may 
tiiink proper. 

4. The- facts of the case are these: on the 7th September, 1874. a coloured Creole girl of this 
town, named Sarah Hrathwaite, was nmrdercd in a cold-blooded way in the city of Georgetown 
by anoth er coloured Creole, named Thomas Gannett. Both the murdered girl and the man who 
nmrdered her were British subjects residing in Georgetown. 

Immediately on the perpetration of the crime an alarm was given, but in the darkness the 
criminal managed to baffle* the pursuit of the police and escaped out of Georgetown. The coroner 
held the usual inquest, and a verdict of *' Wdful Murder" was returned against Garrett. There- 
upon the Government offered a reward for such information as would lead to his apprehension, 
and the police soon after received intelligence that he had escaped into the wild unsettled E 
country lying to the north- west of the Pomeroon River. A party of constables was sent in 
pursuit of the murderer, and he was apprehended in a house on the banks of the Amacura River, 
or of some creek between the Amaciu'a and the Barima Rivers. It is exceedingly difficult to 
reconcile the accounts whicli the constables give with the existing maps of the distriijt, which 
niaps are inconsistent with each other, and probably equally incorrect. The country appears to 
he a wilderness, and the possession of it is claimed by Great Britain and by Venezuela alike. It 
is in fact a part of the disputed territory referred to by Colonel Wilson in his despatch to Lord 
Palmerston of the 30th December, 1850. with regard to which he exchanged dt^clarations with 
the Venezuelan Government that '• neither Government should occupy or encroach upon the 
territory in dispute." As far as this Government is concerned, this declaration has been carefully 
observed, and there are no resident British authorities within the district. But I apprehend that 
in agreeing to this declaration Her Majesty's Government never surrendered, or intended to y\ 
surrender, their claim to any part of the disputed territory, unless the boundaries of Venezuela 
and British Guiana should be hnally adjusted, as proposed by the Earl of Aberdeen in 1844. And 
I would in support of this refer your Excellency to the Earl of Clarendon's despatch to the 
Honourable Mr, Bingham, dated the l()th December, 1857, a copy of which was sent to my 
predecessor, Sir Philip Wodehouse, for hid information. In that despatch Lord Clarendon 
observed that " the Venezuelan Government, in not returning any answer to the proposals 
made by Her Majesty's Government in 1844, is responsible for any inconvenience which has 
resulted from the question of boundary being left still undetermined.'* 

5. The criminal Garrett was, as I have said, arrested in the wilderness, in a country the 
possession of which has by the Agreement of 1850 been acknowledged to be in dispute between 
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A Venezuela and Great Britain, and which lK)th countries have agreed '* neither to occupy or 
encroach npon/' But I believe that I should do Her Majesty's Government and the Government 
of the Republic equal injustice if I should suppose tiiat either of them, when agreeing to this 
provisional settlement of the dispute, (contemplated that the disputed tenitory should be made a 
sanctuary for criminals to flee from eitlier country, and obtain impunity from their crimeR. 

H. If it were clear that Garrett were arrested within the Venezuelan frontier, as alleged by 
Dr. Montbrun, there would be a justification for demanding that he should be formally surrenderell 
to the Venezuelan authorities. But believing as I must du from the evidence before me that thr- 
man was arrested on the territory which Her Majesty's Goveniment claim as part of British Gniaim. 
I couM not for a moment comply with Dr. Montbnui's requ'siti(m. The criminal was arresfed on 
tlie banks of the Amacura Kiver. That river was indeed proposed by Sir Robert Schomburgk f^r 
adoption as the boundary-line between the Republic and this Colony, but the proposition whk 
never accepted, and the frontier is still undetermined, the limit of the ancient Dutch Colony ueiii^' 
^ claimed by Great Britain as the boundanes of the present Colonv. 

7. I have confined myself to a narritive of the case without replying to Dr. Montbnm*s language. 
His statements are evidently based on the assumption, without evidence, that Garrett was arrested 
by the authority or connivance of this Government on the acknowledged territory of the Republic, 
()n this assumption alone his language can be justified He appears to be in total ignoraiKt? of 
the fact that the territory in whic'u Garrett was arrested is by tne admission of the Venezuelan 
Government itself disputed temtoiy. 

8. With regard to the murder itself, I inclose authenticated copies of the sworn depositiong 
which were taken before the Magistrate who committed Garrett for trial, which will show y(>ur 
Excellency and the Venezuelan Government that the crime is one of great atrocity, such as 
would entitle any Government to demand the extradition of the criminal from anotht^r countiy 
under Extradition Treaties. 

p 9. I trust that when the Venezuelan Government are made acquainted with the real facts ot 

the case they will at once perceive that no intention ever existed on the part of the Government to 
infringe in the slightest degree on the sovereign rights of the Republic, and I hope they will 
withdraw the demands made in Dr, Montbnin's letter. 

10. I ought not to omit to add that the friends and council of the nccuped have made the 
most strenuous eflbrts tn represert his arrest as an outrage to Venezuela, in the hope that by this 
means he will be enabled to escape from justice, but 1 cannot suppose that the Venezuelan 
Government, when fully informed of the whole cafee, will allow such representations to obstruct 
the course of justice. 

T have &c 
(Signed) ' J.R. LONGDEN. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 896. 
Sefior de Monthrvn to Governor Longihn, 



Consulate- General of the United 8lat4's of Venezuela^ in ths 
.(Translation.) British West Indies, Port of Spain^ Januan/ 23, 1875 

Sir, (1 ^ ^/ ^f^ ^*^'^* ^^^ ^/ ^/'^ Federation), 

THE Government of the Republic of Venezuela, which I have the honour to represeut in 
the British West Indies, has given me a peremptory order to express to your Excellency without 
<lelay the profound regret with which they have heard that the police officers of that Colony, by 
name Christian, Lind, and Mushet, going leyondthe limits which divide British Guiana from 
VenezTiela, entered into Venezuelan territory and there exercised acts of jurisdiction, arresting ami 

1j fettering with chaine and handcufl's citizen Thomas Garrett, who was at the house of Robert 
Welsh, under the protection and safety enjoyed by every individual who places his foot on the 
ten-itoiy of the Republic whilst he is not guilty of any ofl'ence against the laws of the country. 

On the night of the 17th October, 1874, Th<mias Garrett, being in the house of Welsh in 
Manora C\)ora, as my Govenmient has been informed, asleep in a hammock, between 11 and U' 
o'clock of the said night. Christian, I. hid, and Mushet, police officers of the Colony of British 
, (hiiana, entered and rushed on Thomas GaiTett, putting their revolvers to his chesty declareil liini 
their prisoner in the name of Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain, put him in irons and chainf, 
and threw hirn into a boat in the River Amacura. From thence they continued their voyage, just 
sto):)ping at the station of tri'j River Barima, where th^y disembarked Thomas Garrett, still loadeil 
with chains, and where they remained about six hours, and afterwards at a point of the River 
Barima, where they remained more than ten hours, proceeding on their journey by the River 

,^ Mooroovanne and the River Wynee, and from thence by the River Maruca to Georgetown. 

^ It being thus shown that Thomas Garrett was manacled, chained, and fettered by police 

officers of that Colony, within the temtoiy of Venezuela, an outrage in violation of the sovereignty 
of the Republic, which solely and alone has the right of exercising jurisdiction on its own territor}-, 
and a violent infraction having been conmutted of international laws, which imperiously order 
eveiy nation to respect the limits of others, especially when friendly and commercial relations and 
. fraternity exist witli them, it is the bounden duty of my Government (which by the Constitution 
iwd I^aws of the Republic is obliged to make its territory respected, and to protect and consider 
as innocent every individual who takes refuge beneath the shelter and protection of it* flag) to 
protest, as it does protest, through me, against the action of the above-mentioned poHce officei*s. 
Christian, Lind, and Mushet, and against any authority whatever of that Colony who may have 
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ordered or conRented to the violation of the territory of the Republic, and exercised therein acts of A 
jurisdiction which only the Sovereinn has a right to exercise, that is to say, the authorities ot 
Venezuela. 

Furthermore, I am ordered by my Government to request that your Excellency will please to 
order the necessary measures to the end that the police of the Colony shall take back Thomas 
(rarrett to the place where they arrested him, and once there, deliver him over to the authority 
of the Republic under whose protection and safeguard he, the said Thomas Garrett, was on the 
jiight of the 17th October, 1874, on which he was arrested by the police, violating the Republic's 
temtory, and exercising jurisdiction therein. 

Great Britain, Avith energy worthy of being applauded and admired, has always sustained 
the inviolability of her territory, and of her right to protect, with all her power, the individual or 
the individuals who seek her territory in search of free and generous hospitality, and my Govern- 
ment confidently hopes that your Excellency, inspired with such noble sentiments, as well €U3 with 
the duty incumbent on your Excellency, will please to condemn the arrest of Garrett as an ^^ 
outrage on and as an oflFence against the sovereignty of the Republic, and do justice to her 
demand. 

Accept, &c. 

(Signed) D. MONTBRUN, 

ConsuUG enteral of Venezuela. 



In closure 3 in No. 896. 

Government Secretary to Sefior de Monthrun. 

C 

Government Secretary s Office^ Georgetown, 

Sir, February 4, 1875. 

I AM desired by the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
23rd January. 1875, upon the subject of the apprehension by the police officers of this Colony of 
cHie Thomas Garrett. 

2. As the Governor has no authority to recognize you in any capacity as representing in this 
Colony th.e Government of the Republic of Venezuela, his Excellency can only regret that it is 
not in his power to correspond with you on any matters afiFecting the relations subsisting between 
this Government and the Government of Venezuela. 

^. The Governor, however, directs me to inform you that Thomas Garrett committed a foul 
Timrder in. the city of Georgetown, in this Colony, on the night of the 7th September last, and a 
verdict of '* Wilful Murder " was returned against him by a Coroner q jury ; and the Goveruor 
has cominunicated all the particulars of. the case to Her Majesty's Minister at Caracas, to enable j) 
him, should it be requisite, to afibrd full and authentic information upon the subject to the 
iiovemment of Venezuela, and to remove any erroneous impression that may possibly exist that, 
ill effecting the arrest of the murderer in the unsettled districts of this Cohmy, any violation of 
the territory of a neighbouring friendly State was either contemplated or committed. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) WILLIAM A. G. YOUNG. 



No. 897. 
The Earl of Derby to Mr. Middleton. 



E 



Sii, Foreign Office, April 2, 1875. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 8th ultimo, I transmit to you, for your information, 
copy of a despatch from the Governor of British Guiana relative to the arrest by the police of that 
country, in what was alleged to be Venezuelan ten'itory, of Thomas Garrett, a British subject, 
who is accused of having committed a murder in British territory. 

It appears from Governor Longden's despatch that the arrest of Garrett took place on 
temtory claimed by Great Britain as well as by Venezuela, and that, the two Governments 
having failed to come to an agi*eem( nt on the boundary question, declarations were exchanged in 
1H50 between Colonel Wilson, then Her Majesty's Charge d'Affaires at Cardcas, and the 
Venezuelan Government, to the effect that " neither Government should occupy or encroach upon 
the teiTitoiy in dispute between them.*' 

1 have informed Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies that in my opinion it could 
not have been intended that this agreement should preclude either Government from arresting ^ 
mminals in the disputed territory, and that it would be most undesirable that it should have that 
effect. 

I liave also expressed to his Lordship my opinion that for the above reasons — assuming 
^rovenior Longden to be right in stilting that Garrett was arrested in the disputed territory, and 
not within Venezuelan jurisdiction — ^the trial should be at once proceeded with. 

Lord Carnarvon has concurred in this view, and instructions in accordance therewith have 
been sent to the Governor of British Guiana. 

I have to instruct you to inform the Venezuelan Government of the decision of Her Majesty's 
( Toverament in this matter. 
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In doing so, you will be careful to assure the Venezuelan Government that nothing noxM In- 
further from the intention of Her Majesty's Government than to sanction any infringement of the 
territorial rights of Venezuela. You will point out the very grave misfortune that it would Ixi t.> 
Venezuela, as well as to the Colony of British Guiana, if the disputed tenitory lymg between 
them were allowed to become a sanctuary in which criminals fn)tn both countries might tak; 
refuge, and so escape the punishment due to their crimes ; and you will stxite that Hor Majesty «< 
Government feel confident that, on full consideration of the matter, the Venezuelan Govermnent 
will recognize the justice and expediency of the decision which you are instructed to communicate 

to them. 

I am, <S:c. 

(Signed) DERP.Y. 
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No. 898. 



Governor Longd^n to the Earl of Carnarvon. 

(No. 79.) 

My Lord, Gocemment House, Georgptown, May 1, 1875. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 45 of the 1st ultimo, and previoiw 

correspondence, 1 have the honour to report that Thomas Garrett was tried at the Supreme Couit 

on the 27th ultimo for the murder, in this city in September last, of a girl named Saran 

Brathwaite. I am glad to be able to report that the jury found themselves able to convict tli«j 

/-I prisoner of the crime of manslaughter only, and Garrett has been sentenced tc penal servitude 

for life. 

\ have &c. 
(Signed) ' J.' R LONGDEN. 



No. 899. 

Superintendent McClintoch to the Government Seeretari/. 

.- Sir, Pomeroon River, April 25, 1877. 

^ I'LL feel very much obliged if you will lay before his Excellency the Governor this reoon.- 

mendation in favour of Jose Kosario Torres, Spam'sh Arrawack of Monica River, as a fit aii<l 
proper person to fill the office of Captain and constable in the room of i^atricio Sabana, wti) 
died at Airy Hall, and whose commission I now beg U-ave to return. 

I have also to recommend, for his Excellency's favourable consideration, a Warrow India i 
named Moses, of Himara-Cabara Creek. Rio Moruea, as a fit person, being very intelligent, t) 
fiUthe office of Captain, &c., in the room of Simon, a Warrow, who died some time back, an I 
whose commission, with othci-s, I sent up during the Government ot Sir John Scott. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK. 

(J. M.) 
The Honourable C. P. Austin, 
y Government Secretary, &c. 

Patiicio Sabana was a most useful officer, and it was through his efibrts the last murder ca^e 
in Moruca was brought to my notice. 

W. C. H. F. McC. 



No. 900. 



Sitperiutendent McClintock to the Goveniment Secretary. 

^ Sir, Pomeroon River, April 26, 1877. 

I THINK it right to let you know, for the information of his Excellency the Govenur. 
that the Reverend — Messnii, R.C.C., who makes haU-yearly visits to St. Rot?es Mission, 
has expressed to me great anxiety to have Issam Lukia, a native of Venezuela, appointed Captaii 
in the room of Patricio Sabana, deceased. As it is not generally known, 1 l»eg leave to stale tliat 
for several years— say the last seventeen — Venezuelanw have been making strenuous efforts i<» 
induce the Spanish Arrawack Indians of Rio Morucca to al)andon all their possessions on sai-l 
river with a view of getting them to settle on the Oronoko; and the appointment of a native t 
Venezuela as Captain over them might be the means ot enabling them, through intrig-ue, ;•• 
achieve their long-wished-for object. Oflere in writing by Venezuelans of free grants of laiifi^ 
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;md implements of husbandry have been circulated freely amongst the Spanish Arrawacks of A 
Aforuca, and I have had in my possession several of such doeuments. 

I have &,o 

(Signed) ' W. C. H. F. McCLINTOCK. 

(S. xM.) 
'J'he Honourable C. P. Austin, 

Government Secretary, &c. 

P.S. — Reverend Dr. Bethune, R.C.C., remarks at the foot of the Commission, now returned, 
arc amusing. I have only seen them siuce the death of Patricio Sabana. 

W. C. H. F. McC. 



No. 901. 
Concession (granted by the Venezuelan Government to General Pulgar (1881). 



B 



(Translated from the Spanish.) 

WE, Doctor Anibal Doniinici and Eamon Azpuriia, Ministers of State for the Departments of the 
Exchequer and Public Works in the United States of Venezuela, hereby certify that the contract 
entered into between the Fedei'al Executive I'ower and the Citizen General Venancio Pulgar, for 
working certain mines and constructing railways in the State of Guayana, is of the following tenour : — 

The Congress of the United States of Venezuela decrees : — 

The contract entered into by the Ministers for the Exche(iuer and Public Works Department with 
the Citizen General Venancio Pulgar, on the twelfth day of the piesent month, for the working of 
mines and the construction of railways in the State of Guayana, is heieby approved upon the ^ 
following conditions : — 

Doctor Anibal Dominici and Eamon Azpuriia, Ministers of State for the Exchequer and Public 
Works Department of the Federal Executive Power of the United States of Venezuela, duly authorized 
by the President of the Republic of the one part, and (Jeneral Venancio Pulgar, of full age, gentleman, 
and domiciled in this town, of the other part, have agreed and covenanted the following contract : — 

Article 1. The Government of the Republic grants to General Venancio Pulgar the right ot* 
working for the term of ninety-nine yeare all the metalliferous or other mines either discovered or 
which may be discovered in the State of Guayana* during the said term. From this concession arc 
excluded the gold mines which are now in course of working, or those lor which Companies have been 
formed, having for their object the working of gold oro. 

Art. 2. The term of one year from the date on w^hich this contract shall be ap})roved by the 
National Legislature is heieby granted for commencing the mining works. This term may be exten(le(l i\ 
hy another year at the option ot* the Federal Executive Power. The niuety-niue years shall also 
commence from the above-mentioned date of the'ai>proval hereof. 

Art. 3. The contractor or his assigns shall allot to the Federal Government two shares out of 
those to be issued by the Company working the mines. 

Art, 4. General Venancio Pulgar further agrees to construct a railway for steam locomotion, in 
accordance with the best adai)ted system in vievv of the locality wiiere the same is to be used, starting 
from such place as may be chosen by the said contractor on the right bank of the Kiver Orinoco, and 
up to the ujining district of the (Guayana State. 

Art. 5. The said contractor further agrees to construct branch railway lines from the main line 
to other parts of the said mining <listrict as may be reijuired in the opinion of the Company. The said 
bi-anch shall Also be constructed upon the most approved system iu the opinion of the contractor or 
his assigns. 

Art. 6. The Government of the Republic undertakes not to grant to any other Company the E 
cx)ncession for constructing railways in the State of Guayana, in the direction of the mining district, 
for the tenn of ninety- nine years, at the expiration of which term the railways so constructed shall 
become the exclusive property of the nation. The said term shall be reckoned from the date on which 
the main line shall be opaned for traffic, and from those on which the brauch to be laid subsequently 
shall be opened to traffic. 

Art. 7. The Government of the Kepublic will exempt from all Custom-house duties the rails and 
the rolling-stock to be imported by the contractor or his assigns into the State of Guayana for the 
constniction and working of the said railways. And also all the materials, macliinery, tools, and other 
accessories which may be required for building stations, telegraphs, store-places, and any other works 
which may be necessary in connection with the railways, as also the special machinery intended to cut 
timber in the woods where the contrfictor or his assigns shall have the right of cutting the same will 
be allowed to be imported free of any Custom-house duty. 

Art. 8. The Government of the Republic will allot to the contractor or his assigns, in absolut<^ ^^ 
ownership, a belt of common land throughout the extent of the railways to be constructed, and from 
time to time as the same are laid, the said belt of land l)eing on both sides of the line, and having a 
width of half-a-kilometre. In cases where the line shall cross lands belonging to private individuals, 
the Governraeat will decree the expropriation thereof for public utility in conformity with law, but the 
Company shall indemnify the owners for, and in respect only of, the extent of land which in the 
judgment of the said Company may be necessary or useful for the constnictirtn or preservation of 
the railway lines. 

. * The map published with this concession showed the extent of the encroachment imj'liid hy the concessions ; it was very similar 
to the map reproducud at p. 237. 
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j\ Art. 9. The Government of the Eepublic hereby grants to the contractor or his assigns the right 

of taking any supply of fuel which may be necessary ior the service of the railway lines, and also for 
working the mines in and from the forests and woochi belonging to the nation, or on ihe common lands, 
and, further, the said Company shall have the right of taking from said woods and forests, besides the 
said fuel, timber and plants possessing dyeing or medicinal properties, and also for cabinet making, or 
any other kind of work, either for home consumption or for exportation. The Government will also 
allow to be imported, free of any (hity, besides the said machinery, all such tools and materials which 
may be requisite for working the mines. 

Art. 10. Tlie contractor or his assigns shall also have the right of workinjj for the term above- 
mentioned, of ninety-nine years, the mines of mineral coal existing in the State of Guayana, but solely 
for extracting therefrom the fuel which may be necessary for the railway service and for workinp the 
mines. Nevertheless, it is hereby agreed that the said contractor or his assigns may — ^subject to a 
nmtual agreement or in virtue of a contract to be entered into with Sebastian Viale Kigo, or his heirs. 
li who has a contract with the Government of the Republic for working the coal mines existing in the 
Republic, which contract has been approved by the Federal Legislative Body- - export such coal toother 
States or abroad. 

Art. ] 1. The contractoi or his assigns shall have the right of making use of the rivers, aqueducts, 
lakes, and streams of the territory to which this contract refers for the purpose of navigation, either 
by steamer or by sailing vessel, or with oars, for the purpose of constructing canals and aqueducts, 
either for navigation or irrigation, and by hydraulic means for the purpose of washing gold and other 
metals, or for irrigating lands intended for agricultural purposes. Th<% Companies to be formed in 
virtue hereof may make use of the banks of the River " Yuruari," or of any other banks of running or 
still waters, for any purpose or application soever, with the view of working and carrying on agriculture, 
mining operations, or establishing roads of communication. 

Art. 12. The Government of the Republic shall have the right of sending its official correspondence 
r, free of charge over the whole length of the main line and branches. It shall also be lawful for the 
said Government to have in every train a fiscal employe, who shall be entitled to free pas8au:e in the 
compartment set apart for the servants of the Company on the main line as well as on the branch 
lines. Employes belonging to the nation, and having a passport when travelling on the railway lines, 
shall only pay one-half fare, superior and other officers on duty one-third fare, and troops one-fourth, 
but shall not be entitled to any food. War material belonging to the Federal Government shall be 
charged for only at the rate of one-half the freight fixed on the tariff. 

Art. 13. As soon as the starting-point of the railway line and the terminus thereof shall have 
been established by the Company or assigns, the contractor or his assigns, agreeably with the Federal 
Executive Power, shall prepare the rate of charges for passengers of first, second, and third class, and 
also the tariff for goods and luggage. 

Art. 14. General Venancio Pulgar, or his assigns, may form any Company for the construction of 

the said railways, and for working the mines as aforesaid, provided that the said Companies shall 

J) invest the necessary capital in any of the constructions or workings to which this contract refers, and 

for this purpose the said General Venancio Pulgar n>ay transfer to other contractors or capitalists all 

or any of the concessions herein expressed. 

Art. 15. The Company referred to in this contract, on whom shall devolve the right of working 
the mines and constructing the railway lines in the State of Guayana, shall not, during the term of 
ninety-nine years of this concession, be chained with any national or State taxation. 

Art. 16. The works of the railway lines shall be commenced within one year from the date on 
which this contract shall be approved of by the National Legislature, and the said term may be 
extended by another year if before the expiration of the first term the Federal Executive Power shall, 
in view of any difficulty, duly proved to the satisfaction of the said Executive, deem it expedient to 
so extend it. 

Art. 17. The contractor shall give due notice to the Government of the Republic of jthe com- 
mencement of the works referred to in this contract for the purposes and effects stated in the 
I'j preceding Articles. 

Art. 18. Any question or dispute which may arise in connection with the execution thereof shall 
be decided by the competent Tribunal of the Republic. 

(Signed) ANIBAL DOMINICL 

R AZPIIRUA. 
V. PULGAR. 
Cardcas, May 12, 1881. 

Given at the Federal Palace of the Capital at Caracas, on this 24th day of May, 1881, the 
] 8th year of the Law, and the 23rd of the Federation. 

The President of the Senate, 

(Signed) NICOLAS M. GIL 

\, The President of the Chaniber of Deputies, 

J' (Signed) D. BUSTILLOS. 

The Secretary of the Senate, 

(Signed) M. CABALLERO. 

The Deputy-Secretary, 

(Signed) N. AUGUSTO BELLO. 

Given at the Federal Palace of the Capital at Cardcas, on this 24th day of May, 1881, the 
18th year of the Law, and the 23rd of the Federation. 
Let these presents be executed. 

(Signed) GUZMAN BLANCO. 
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No. 902. 
Ou/ircHslon hfi J^'ruzff^/an Goreniment to Cijreniif.^ C. FUzr/rrald, 1883-84. 



Ccmircu't. 
(Translation.) 

THE Minister of the Interior, of the United States of Venezuela, duly authorized by the A 
['resident of the Kepublic, of the one part, and Cyreuius C. Fitzgerald, citizen of the Federal 
territory, Yiirarii, of the otlier part, liave concluded the following contract : — 

Article 1. The Government of the Republic concedes to Fitzgerald, his associates, assigns, and 
.successore, for the term of ninety-nine years, reckoning from the date of this contract, the exclusive 
right to develop the resources of these territories being national property, whicli are hereinafter 
(lescrilied ; — 

1. The Island of Pedernales, situated to the south of the Gulf of Paria, and formed by the Gulf 
and the Pedernales and Cucunia streams. 

2. The territory from the mouth of the Araguao,the shore of the Atlantic Ocean, the waters above 
the Greater Araguao, to where it is joined by tlie Araguaito stream, from this point following tlie 
Araguaito to the Orinoco, and thence the waters of the Upper Orinoco surrounding the Island of 
Turtola, which will form part of the territories conceded, to the junction of the Jose stream with the ^ 
Piacoa, from this point following the watei*s of the Jose stream to its source, thence in a straight line to ^ 
the summit of the I mataca range, from this summit following the sinuosities and more elevated summits 

of the ridge of Imataca to the limit of the British Guiana, from this limit and along it toward the 
north to the shore of the Atlantic Ocean, and lastly from the point indicated, tlie shore of the Atlantic 
Ocean, to the moutli of the Araguao, including the island of this name, and the others intermediate or 
situated in the Delta of the Orinoco and in contiguity with the shore of the said ocean. Moreover, and 
for an equal term, the exclusive rights of establishing a Colony for the purposes of developing the 
resources already known to exist and th'.ise not yet developed of the same region, including asphalt and 
coal: for the purposes of estalJishing and cultivating, on as high a scale as possible, agriculture, 
breeding of cattle, and all other industries and maiiufaf^tures as may be considered suitable, setting up, 
for the i)urpose, machinery for working the law material and exploring and developing to the utmost 
the resources of the Colony. 

Art. 2. The (ioveninient of the Kepublic grant to the contractor, his associates, assigns, and p 
successors, for tlie term exi)ressed in tlie preceding Article, the riglit of introduction of houses of 
ii-ou or wood, with all their accessories, and of tools and other utensils, chemical ingredients and pro- 
ductions, which the necessities of the Colony may require, the use of machinery, the cultivation of 
industries, and the organization and development of those undertakings which may be formed either 
liy individuals or by Companies, whicli are accessory to or directly depending on the contractor or 
Colonizing Company, the exportation of all products, natural and industrial, of the Colony, free naviga- 
tion, exempt from all national or local taxes, of rivers, streams, lakes, and lagoons, comprised in the 
Concession, or which are naturally connected with it ; moreover, the right of navigating the Orinoco, 
its tributaries and streams in sailing-vessels or steam-ships, for the transportation of seeds to the 
Colony for the purpose of agriculture, and cattle and other animals for the purpose of food and 
development of breeding, and lastly free traffic of the Orinoco, its streams and tributaries, for the 
vessels of the Colony entering it and proceeding from abroad, and for those vessels, which either in 
l>allast or laden, may cruise from one point of the Colony to another. X) 

Art. o. The Government of the Republic will establish two ports of entry at such points of the 
Colony as may be judged suitalde, in conformity with the Treasury Code. 

Art. 4. A title in conformity with the law shall be granted to the Contractor for every mine 
wliich mav be discovered in the Colon v. 

Art. 5. Cyrenius C Fitzgerald, his associates, assigns, or successors, are bound : — 

1. To conmience tlie works of C(donization within six months, counting from the date when this 
contract is approved by the Federal Council (Consego Federal), in conformity with the law. 

2. To respect all private properties comprehentled within the l)oundaries of the Concession. 

.*}. To place no obstacle of any nature (m the navigation of the rivers, streams, lakes or lagoons, 
which shall be free to all, 

4. To pay 50,000 (liolivars) 2,000/. in coin for every 4(),000 kih)g. of Sarrapia and Caucho, which 
may Ik? gathered or exported from the Colony (ei^ual to 10 cents per lb). 

5. To establish a system of iinniigraticm which shall l»e increased in proportion to the growth of E 
industries. 

6. To promote the bringing within the law and civilization of the savage tribes wliich may wander 
within the territories conceded. 

7. To open out and establish sucli ways of communication as may be necessary. 

8. To arrange that the Company of Colonization shall formulate its Statutes and establish its 
management in confonnity with the law of Venezuela, and submit the same to the approbation of the 
Fedeml Executive (Federal Kjecutivo), which shall promulgate them. 

Art. 6. The other industrial productions on which the law may impose transit duties shall pay 
those in the form duly prescribed. 

Art. 7. The natural and industrial pioductions of the Coh^ny, distinct from those expressed in 
Article 5, and which are burdened at the present time with other contracts, shall pay those duties 
which the most favoured of those contracts may state. ^ 

Art. 8. The Government of the Eeimblic will organize tlie i)olitical, administrative, and judicial * 
system of the Colony, also sucli armed body of police as the Contractor or Company shall judge tt) be 
indispensable for the maintenance of public order. 
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The expense of the body of police to be borne by the contractor. 

Art. 9. The Government of the Eepubllc for tlie term of twenty ye<ars, counting from the date of 
this cx)ntract, exempts the citizens of the Colony from militar}' service, and from ])ayment of imposts 
or taxes, local or national, on those industries which they may engage in. 

Att 10. The Government of the Republic, if in its judgment it shall be necessary, shall grant to 
the Contractor, his associates, assigns, and successors a further extension of six months for coiu- 
mencing the works of colonization. 

Art. 11. Any questions or controversies which may arise out of this contract shall be decided in 
conformity with the laws of the Republic and by the competent Tribunals of the RepuWic. 

Executed in duplicate of one tenour and to the same effect in Caracas, 22nd September, 1883. 
(Sigiied) Hekeberto Gordon. 

Seiior Hereberto Gordon signs this as attorney of Sefior Cp'enius C. Fitzgerald, accoi'ding to the 
power of attornev, a certified copy of which is annexed to this document. 

(Signed) M. (^^VRABANO 

And, whereas, thereafter, to wit : on the 19th day of February, in the year 1884, the said 
Fitzgerald having duly petitioned, according to law, for a ])rorogation of six months in accordance with 
Article 10 of the contract or instrument aforesaid, the following Decree was duly made and 
promulgated as here translated, eiTors of translation alone excepted : — 

Decree. 



United States of Venezuela, Minister of Fomento. 



Resolution. 



The Cabinet has taken into consideration the Petition of Hereberto Gordon, in w^hicli, as 
attorney for C. C. Fitzgerald, he asks for a prorogation of six months in accordance with Article 10 of 
this contract, executed on the 26th September, 1883, relative to fcuinding a Colony and exploration of 
the wealth existing within territorial lands of the Grand Delta of the Orinoco. 

It is provided That such extension may be granted at the discretion of the Cabinet. The 
Consejero filling the office of President, and with the confirmative vote of the Cabinet, decrees the 
extension of six months, dating from the 22nd March, 1884. 

Cardcas, Fcbriuiry 19, 1884. 



No. 903. 
Report Oil the Territorial Land Grant of the Grawl Delta of the Orinoro. 
(Attached to iX^^A executed for the Manoa Company, Limited, June 14, 1884.) 



Thk Maxoa Company (Limited). 

IT will be seen at a glance on reference to the annexed map* that tliis valuaV)le land grant includes 
^ aboot 200 miles on the Atlantic sea-board, and extends inland cm either side of the great Orinoco, 
more than 70 miles from its conttuence with the sea. Point Barima, at the mouth of River Barima, is 
in latitude 8° 37" north, longitude 60^ 23" west. About 10 miles to the south-west of Barima Point 
is the entrance of the Amacura Kiver, which in 1800 formed the boundary between British Guavana 
and Venezuela. A few miles distant to the north-east is the Britisli West India Colony of Trinidad, 
and on the south it is separated from the Colony of Uemerara or British (fuayana l)y the Morocco 
River. The British West India Islands, Barl>ados, St. Vincent, St. Lucia, Tobago, &c., and the 
French Island of Martinique and several smaller islands c(mtaining an aggregate of about one million 
inhabitants, are within ten to twenty hours sail from the magnificent and sj)acious harl>our8 within the 
limits of the concession, which are of ample extent to accommodate the navies of the world. Tlie 
south-west boundary dividing the gi^ant from the State of Guayana, Venezuela, is marked by prominent 
mountain peaks (the Imataca range of mountains), in which from a ver}^ early age was supposed to 
p exist the famed city of Manoa, the El Dorado of Sir Walter Raleigh, so glowingly descrilied in the 
history of his adventures in the " l)eautiful Empire of Guayana." 

The vast network of navigable streams flowing from the high lands on tlie south-west boundary 
to the Orinoco, and innumerable tributaries in the great Delta, ailbrd special facilities for cheap and 
easy transit to a main centre, wliilst natural harboui*s which may be selected at many points as tlie 
progressive development of a Colony demands: such accommoihiticms will attbrd great eommeix'ial 
advantages. 



* Reproiluced to face this pige. 
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No. 004. 
Concession hy Venezuelan Government to Herbert Gordon, 1884. 

(Translation.) 

THE President of the United States of Venezuela decrees: 

That the contract in the following terms entered into by the National Executive with the citizen A 
Heriberto Gordon, a contract for the colonization of the waste lands situated in the former State of 
Guayana, within the boundaries to be specified in this Agreement, and for the working of any mines or 
other forms of natural wealth to be discovered in the same, be approved. 

The Minister for Agriculture and Commerce of the United States of Venezuela, duly authorized 
l}y the President of the Eepublic, on one hand, and the citizen Heriberto Gordon, inhabitant of the 
Fedeml territory of Yuruary, on the other, have agreed to the following conditions : — 

Article 1. Tlie (irovernment of the Eejmblic shall grant to Heriberto Gordon, his partnei^s, those 
who may have received the concession from him, or his heirs, for the term uf ninety-nine years from 
the date of the ijresent Agreement, the exclusive right of colonizing the waste lands situated in the 
former State of (iuayana within the following limits : (^n the north the liighest points of the Imataca 
range, and the lands granted to C. C. Fit zgerald ; on the south the chain oif Pacaraima ; on the west a 
straight line drawn from the pea,k of Barlina in the Imataca range, passing the torrent and hills of 
Ta.sconi and ending in the Pacaraima chain ; and on the east British Guayana. ^ 

Art. 2. The Government of the Kepublic shall grant to Heriberto Gordon, his partners, those 
to whom he may transfer the concession, or his heirs, (luring the aforesaid period of ninety -nine years, 
the exclusive right of working the known sources of natural wealth as well as those which may in 
future be discovered in the territory specified in the foregoing paragraph, the ])rivilege of establishing 
and encouraging the branches of industry and manufactures he may consider ])rofitable, the right of 
importing and making use of the machinery, tools, and other articles he may re<pure, the working the 
raw materials and mineral produce, and the cultivation of lands or the natural produce of whatever 
kind. 

Art. 3. The Government of the Republic shall free from import (hi ties, during the above-men- 
tioned term of ninety-nine years, all iron or wooden buildings, with their supplementary parts, all the 
tools, machinery, ingredients, and other articles which the contractor, his partners, those who may have 
received the concession from him, or his heirs, shall import for the foundation, carrying on, and r^ 
improvement of the different ]>ranches of industry, the working of mines, the construction of railways, 
and the estal^lishing of telegraphic communication for the use of the settlers. 

Art. 4. The (lovernment of the Kepublic shall grant to the contractor, his partners, those to whom 
lie may have transferred his c^^ncession, or his heirs, for tlie term of years menti(med in the foregoing 
Articles : — 

(1.) The use, subject to no compensation whatever, of the old and abandimed "Fort" situated on 
the bank of the Cuyuni, all repairs and improvements re(juired for the })reservation of the same to be 
executed at the charges of the contractor. 

(2.) The free navigation by steam and sailing vessels of all rivers, creeks, lakes, and lagoons 
existing within the limits of the lands granted, and leading to the same : the navigation shall not be 
restricted by national duties, municipal or local taxes. 

(3.) The right of exporting all natural and industrial produce from the (Colony. 

(4.) The privilege of free transit on the seas, rivers, lagoons, and lakes of the liepul)lic, for vessels '[) 
behjiiging to the Company carrying provisions for the Colony, seeds for agiicultural purposes, settlers 
and their families, cattle and other domestic animals for the improvement of the existing breeds. 

(5.) The right of working the mines which may be discovered in the above-mentioned district, in 
the event of which the Government shall accord to the contractor the title-deed or deeds which he 
may require in compliance with the mining laws. 

(6.) The right of constructing, within the limits of the lands granttul to him, any railway or 
telegraphic lines which may be deemed necessary. 

Art. 5. Heriberto Gordon, his partners, those who may have received the concession from him, 
or his heirs, engage : — 

(1.) To pay to the Government of the Republic the sum of 50,000 bolivares in cash 
for every 46,000 kilog. of quina, india-rubber, and sarrapia (" tonga l>ean "), which shall be gi^own 
in and exported from the Colony. 

(2.) To pay the contribution levied by law on the transit of goods of foreign nnportation and E 
other natural produce. 

(3.) Not to stop or {)lace obstacles of any nature in the way of the free navigation of the rivers, 
creeks, lakes, and lagoons. 

(4.) To begin the work of colonization within the term of ten months dated from the time when 
this contract shall have been approved by the Federal Council. 

(5.) To respect the i)ropeity of ])rivate individuals which may exist in the district granted to the 
■contractor. 

(6,) To take steps to promote the civilization of the savage tribes occupying the aforesaid lands. 

(7.) That the number of emigrant settlers shall be ec|ual to the demand of the different branches 
of industry. 

(8.) To open roads and other means of communication which the Colony may re(j[uire, retaining 
the right of transforming the whole or a portion of the same, at the time wliich shall be considered ^ 
opportune, into railroads or high roads. ^ 

(9.) To establish settlements m the places best adapted for a like purpose, and to lay them, but in 
such a manner as that in the course of years they may become prosperous and ttuurishing cities. 
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A (10.) To frame Kegulations for the use of the Coloiiizinjy Company or Companies, to estal>Hsh 

internal bye-laws in accordance with the code of Venezuela, aiul to submit the same to tlie Federal 
Executive, who shall ratify and cause them to be promulgated. 

Art. 6. Natural and industrial i)roduce not specified in the preceding Article, and on whieli, in 
virtue of other contracts, certain taxes are levied, shall pay the tax agi'eed to in the contract nujst 
favoured by the Government. 

Art. 7. The produce of the new plantaticms of quina, india-rubber, and sarrapia ("tonga 1)ean") 
which shall have been made by the contractor, his partners, those to whom he may transfer liis 
concession, or his heirs, shall be free of all duties for a term of fifty years, dating from the day the 
cultivation of such plantations shall have commenced. When the stipulated term of years has elapsed, 
the above-mentioned produce shall pay a royalty of 40,000 bolivares (" francs") for e^'ery 46,000 kilog. 
exported. 

Art. 8. The Government of tlie Republic shall immediately and irrevocably grant to the coii- 
B tractor 10,000 agricultural concessions, consisting of 2 acres of land each and 25 cattle-fanninj^ 
concessions ; each grant to measure 1 square league in extent ; and in order that Gordon, his partners, 
those U) whom he may cede his concession, or his heirs, shall distribute the same among 10,025 settlen?, 
and the Government shall agree to issue title-deeds in favour of tlie settlera, at the recpiest of the 
contractor, in accordance with the provisions of the law on waste lands, dated the 2nd June, 1882. 

Art. 9. Should the Government of the Republic deem n similar course advisable, they may acconl 
to the contactor, his partners, those who may have received the concession from him, or his heirs, an 
extension of time for undertaking the work of colonization, such prolongation not to exceed six 
months; the Government sliall, when they consider the moment opi)ortune, establish the political, 
administrative, and judicial organization of the Colony. A corps of anned police for the preservation 
of order shall be formed, luit the expense occasioned ])y the aforesaid corps shall be borne by the 
Colonizing Company or Companies, who engage to pay, by monthly instalments in advance, the sums 
p which may be re<[uired for the said police. 

Art. 10. The Govermuent of the Republic agree, in favour of Gordon, his partners, those to whom 
he mav have transferred his concession, or his lieirs : — 

(1.) To open two ports to general conmierce, at the points, within the boundaries of the granted 
lands, which they may consider fittest for the ])urpt>se, subject, however, to the Regulaticms of tlie fiscal 
code. 

(2.) To allow vessels touching at the above-mentioned ports Jto transfer their carg(» to smaller 
vessels for transport to other parts of the Colony, comjdying with the Regulations established by the 
fiscal laws ; and that the sann^ \'esseLs i)roceeding from foreign ])arts be permitted to curry their cargo 
to other ports of the Colony, discharge the same, and embark other produce in the manner prescribed 
by law. 

(3.) That all settlers in the Colony, from the date of this Agreement during a period of twenty 
years, be freeil frcnu the obligaticm of performing military duties, and be exempted from national, local, 
D or nninicipal taxes, duties, or contributions on their respective trades and ])rofessions. 

(4.) To ])revent any indi\'i(hial who shall not have been duly autliorized by the contractor, liis 
partners, those to whom lie may have transferred his concession, or his heirs, during the time this 
contract remains in force, from working or cultivating any natural produce of the Colony, whether 
mineral, vegetal, or any other kind whatever, and from acting to the detriment of or contrary t<) the 
privileges accorded to the ctmtractor. 

Art. li. Heriberto Gordcni, after informing the Federal Government of his intentions, may 
transfer his concession and c»rganize one or several Companies who undertake to carry into effect the 
whole or a portion of the provisions. 

Art. 12. Any differences which may arise in consequence of the conditions of this Agreement shall 
be decided by the competent tribunals of the Republic, in accordance with the naticmal laws. 

Done, in duplicate, of the same meaning and of one effect. 

(Signed) JACIXTO LARA. 

E HERIBERTO GORDOX. 

Cnr(tea>i, May 21, 1884. 

Given in the Palace of tlie Legislative Body, at Caracas, on the 12th day of »Iune, 1884. 21st Year 
of the I^aw and 2(ith Yenv of the Federati(»n. 

The President of the Senate, 

(Signed) J. T. CASTILLO. 

The President of the Chamber of De])uties, 

(Signed) J, (v^ALCASO MATHIEU. 

The Secretarv of the Senate, 

(Signed) M. CABALLERO. 

Tlie Secretiirv of the Chaml>er of Deputies, 
p (Signed) J. NICOMEDES RAMIREZ. 

Federal Palace, at Carjicas, the 14tli June, 1884. 21st Year of the Liiw and 26th \''ear of the 
Federation. 

LrX it be carried out. 

(Signed) JOA(,>UIN CRESPO. 

The Minister for Agriculture and Commerce, 

(Countersigned) Jacinto Lara. 
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No. 905. 

Colonel Mansfield to Earl Granville 

My Lord, Cardcas, Ju^y 2, 1884 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of the official journal of this Govern- X 
nient, containing a contract signed on the 2l8t May, together with a translation of the same, and 
approved by the President on the 14th June, between the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce and 
Herbert Gordon, an inhabitant of the Federal territory of Yuniary. 

By this contract is conceded to Herbert Gordon the privilege to settle, colonize, and organize a 
vast territory, extending in the north from the Imataca range of mountains to the range of Pacaraima 
in tlie south, comprising the whole district of the Cuyuni Eiver, as well as other territory, the 
sovereignty of which is disputed bet\\een Great Biitain and Venezuela. 

The inclosed contract is of interest in relation to the boundary question between Venezuela and 
British Guiana, and as a matter of principle ; but that any effective or serious execution of the same 
will take place 1 do not believe. 

Every day contracts are being concluded between this Government and individuals or Companies 
which are never put in execution, and lapse from non-fulfilment ; to carry out the one under 
e^^nsideration would require capital or credit for obtaining the same which nobody possesses in this B 
country, while it would appear equally impossible, as I am at present informed, for a Company to be 
set on foot for such an undertaking, which at best would offer a more than precarious prospect of profit 
as a commercial speculation. 

That the contract with Herbert Gordon is not to be rec;arded in a serious light may be gathered from 
the provision that the whole matter lapses unless a genuine beginning of the work of colonization 
takes place before the end of sixteen months. 

I have ubc 
(Signed) ' c' K MANSFIELD. 



No. 906. 
Colonel Mansfield to Earl Granville, 



c 



My Lord, Cardca^, Jvly 26, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the Venezuelan Government has constituted 
a new " Federal Territory " under the name of the " Federal Territory of the Delta of the Orinoco," 
which, according to the Decree, is to be bounded on the east by British Guiana, actual frontier not 
specified. 

A Governor and staff of officials have been appointed, and the site of the capital, which is to be 
called Manoa, has been selected on the south-easternmost branch of the Orinoco, or perhaps more 
properly on the extreme riuht channel of the Delta. 

I beg to inclose a small map * more or less giving the limits of the new" territory. This map has 
l)een published by Mr. Fitzgerald, of the Manoa Company, who has a concession for colonizing the 
district, and not upon the authority of the Venezuelan Government, whose Decree, as I mentioned above, D 
meiely speaks of British Guiana as the limit. 

The above is of interest in connection with the pending question of the limits of British Guiana. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) C. E. MANSFIEIJ). 



No. 907. 
Earl Granville to Colonel Mansfield, 



^ir, Foreign Office, Augtist 19, 1884. 

I HAVE communicated to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies your j; 
despatch of the 2nd ultimo relating to a contract signed on the 21st May, whereby a concession 
has been granted by the Venezuelan Government to Herbert Gordon, an inhabitant of the Federal 
territory of Yuruary, for the colonization of a large district, the sovereignty over which is claimed both 
by Her Majesty's Government and by that of Venezuela. 

With reference to this matter, I have to request that you w*ill find means to caution Mr. Gordon 
that his concession would not be of any validity in respect of any territory, proving to be English, 
which it may purport to cover. 

You should also find an opportunity to convey an intimation to the same effect to the Government 
of Venezuela, in order to guard against the possibility hereafter of the tacit acquiescence of Her 
Majesty's Ciovemment in the concession being advanced in support of tiie claim of Venezuela to the 

distiict in dispute. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEANVILLE P 



* See mrj facing p. 220. 

[69G— 6j 3 M 
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No. 908. 
Earl Granville to Colond Mansfield. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1884. 

WITH reference to your despatch of the 2r)th July, I have to instruct you to convey U) 
Mr. Fitzgerald a caution similar to that which you were requested in my despatch of the 'l9th 
ultimo to give to Mr. Gordon, namely, that the concession granted to him by the Venezuelan Govern- 
ment would not be of any validity in respect of any territory proving to be English which it may 
purport to cover. 

You will be good enough also to inform the Venezuelan Government of the substance of your 
communication to Mr. Fitzgerald. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 



i3 No. 909. 

Colonel Mansfield to Earl Granville, 

My Lord, Cardcm, October 9, 1884. 

IN obedience to your Lordship's instructions conveyed in despatches of the 19th August 
and the 9th September, I have cautioned Messrs. Gordon and Fitzgerald respecting their 
concessions for colonization in Eastern Venezuela, and as I understand that the latter has made over 
his concession to the " Manoa Company " in New York, I have also addressed a similar caution t<i 
Mr. Boomian, the President of the Company, sending the letters for the latter and Mr. Fitzgerald for 
delivery to Her Majesty's Consul-General in New York. 

I am informed that the Manoa Company is but a shadowy affair, not to call it, as my informant 
P did, a mere bubble with a mendacious prospectus ; while Mr. Gordon is living in a needy manner m 
Caracas and La Guayra, which does not look like colonizing a district half the size of Belgium, 

In compliance with your Lordship's wishes, I have also conveyed a similar intimation to the 
Venezuelan (Government, of which I transmit a copy ; I did not think it safe to trust the matter to 
a communicsition in conversation, which might afterwards be forgotten or disavowed. 

I have &o 

(Signed) ' C. E. MANSFIELD. 



i) 



Ii;iclosure in No. 909. 
Colonel Mansfield to General Auren</iial. 



Al le Ministre, Card^as, October 9, 1884. 

HER Majesty's Government having learnt that Messrs. Gordon and Fitzgerald have respectively 
received concessions for the colonization of districts, the sovereignty of a portion of which is claimed 
both by Her Majesty's Government and that of Venezuela, I have been instructed to caution those, 
gentlemen that tlie concessions would not be of any validity in respect of any territory, proving to !« 
luiglish, which they may purport to cover. 

Lord Crranville also wishes me to convey an intimation to the same effect to the Government of 
Venezuela, in order to guard against the possibility hereafter of the tacit acquiescence of Her 
Majesty's Government in the concessions being advanced in support of the claim of Venezuela to th« 
districts in dispute. 

I have the honour to request your Excellency to explain to the President of the Republic that 

;j<^ the above intimation is not inspired in the smallest degree by a spirit of hostility, but simply to guard 

against a misunderstanding in any future discussion of the boundary, a question which your 

Excellency is well aware is one of long standing, and which Her Majesty's Government would gladlv 

see brought to a satisfactory solution. 

I shall ask your Excellency to acknowledge the receipt of this note, but any discussion of the, 
subject therein treated would appear to me out of plac^ at Caracas, as the Venezuelan Minister in 
rx)ndon will, no doubt, be in commimication with Her Majesty's Government upon the question of the 
boundary of British Guiana. 

Availing myself of this opportunity to renew to your Excellency the expression of mv 
distinguished consideration, 

I have, &c. 
^Signed) C. E. MANSFIELD. 
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No. 910. 

Governor Sir K, Irvinj to the Earl of Derby. 

Governm-ent House, Georgetown^ Demei^ara, 
Mv Lord, October 25, 1884. 

INFORMATION having lately reached me that notices, of which I inclose a specimen, were \^ 
being served by the agent of a Company styling itself "The Manoa Company, Limited," on tlie 
inhabitants of the territoiy lying on this side of the Amacura Kiver, I deemed it proper to dispatch an 
officer of this Government to the district to ascertain and report on the operations of the Company. 

2. I selected for this duty Mr. McTurk, the Acting Special Magistrate of the Pomeroon district ; 
and I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship copies of the instructions with which I caused 
him to be furnisheil and of his report. I also inclose copies of letters which I have received from the 
President pro tern, of the Manoa Company, accompanied by a prospectus and map. 

3. The Company has, it will be seen, obtained a concession from the Venezuelan Government of 
the territory lying between the Orinoco and the boundary- line of British Guiana. The line is not 
defined by the concession, but the Company have defined it fi>r themselves by exhibiting in their map 
and prospectus the Moruca River as the limit of their grant. 

4. This is a definition against which the Colonial Government is bound tf» protest. Its effect 
would be to sever from the Colony the whule of the territory lying between the Moruca and the B 
Amacura Rivera, within which tlie Colonial Government has exercised jurisdiction for a long series of 
years, to hand over to the tender mercies of a foreign Jt»int Stock Company a considerable population 

of aboiiginal Indians, many of whom h:ive taken refuge in this territory from Venezuelan ill-usage, 
nnd wlio have learnt to regard themselves as living under British rule and under the protection of 
British law ; and to surrender to a foreign Power a control over the inland water communication of the 
Colony which would now be a source of embarrassment to the Government, and which might in the 
future endanger tlie safety of the Colony. 

5. Tlie boundary between Venezuela and British Guiana beinjif unsettled, the Colonial Government 
ha« had to determine for itself the limits of it3 jurisdiction. Tliis it could only do by adopting some 
definite boundary-line, and it has taken for the purpose the line of com])romise suggested by 
Sir R. Schomburgk, which, as your Lordship is aware, is considerably within t'^e territorial claim of 
Great Britain. Although that line has never been officially recognized by both Governments, it has 
for a long series of years been taken for all practical purposes as the settled boundary of the Colony. C 
In illustration of this, I may state that in criminal ca«es jurisdiction has been from time to time proved 

by showing that the crime occurred at a place on tlie British Guiana side of that boundary-line. The 
definite line thus adopted and recognized can only be given up if another definite line be adopted under 
proper sanction. 

6. The concession from the Venezuelan Government to the Manoa Company is to the boundary of 
British Guiana, without defining such boundary; and it does not, therefore, in terms, appear to 
interfere with the rights of the Colony. The Company, howeven under colour of the Venezuelan 
claims, are now seeking to exercise proprietary rif^hts within the Colony, and are interfering with the 
inhai)itant8. 

7. In these circumstan'^es, the Colonial Government has no alternative but to oppose the claims of 
the Company, and to take steps for the maintenance of order and for the protection of T-fe and 
property. , 

8. The means I shall propose to adopt for this purpose would be the employment of a revenue- ^ 
schooner carrying a small force of police, and the erection of one or more temporary buildings at the 
mouths of the Amacura, Barima, and Waini l^ivers, or elsewhere, which could be occupied by the men 

as police stations, as occasion might require ; but for this step I feel I require your Lordship's sanction, 
for although the colonial police are competent to maintain order within the Colony, and although I 
have little doubt that their timely presence would deter the Manoa Com])any from acts of aggression, 
it would not be expedient that they should be employed in a position involving any risk of attack 
without the knowledge of Her Majesty's Government, and without the assurance of adequate suppoit. 

9. I have therefore to ask for your Lordship's instructions in the matter, and venture to 
express the hope that I may receive them at an early date. Inaction on the part of the Government by 
encouraging the pretensions of the Company, and by conducing to lawlessness and crime, can hardly 
fail to result in complications productive of embarrassment to the colonial authorities and of incon- 
venience to Her Majesty's Government jj 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HP:NRY T. IRVING. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 910. 

Correspondence relating to Grant by the Venezuelan Government to Manoa Company [Limited) of 

a portion of Britvili Guiana, 



Notice. 

(Translation.) ,, 

THOMAS A. KELLY, President Manager of the Manoa Company (Limited), cessionnaire of the ^ 
contract vested in Mr. C. C. Fitzgerald by the Federal Executive, the 22nd September, 188;i, makes 
known to all those persons who hold properties on the laud mentioned in said contract that the said 
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("ompany will respect inviolably the properties refen^ed to in conformity with the stipulation in 
the before-mentioned contract, and that in consequence the person or persons who, after the 
22nd September, 1883, have settled on the lands comprehended vithin the limits of the concession 
made to Mr. Fitzgerald establishing any works or farms of whatever nature, ought (mu8t> to 
communicate with the Undersigned for all purposes, and in respect of the legitimate rights acquired by 
the Manoa Company. 

(Signed) THOMAS A. KETXY, 

FresidcTit Manager of the Manoa Company {Limited), 



Inclosure 2 in No. 910, 

^^ Government Secretary Villiers to Special Magistrate Mclurk* 

Sir, Goreimnwjit Secretary's Offices, October 15, 1884. 

IT has been brou<;ht to the Governor's notice that a notification, of which I inclose a copv. 
purporting to be issued by the Manager of a certain Company claiming to have rights under h 
concession from the Venezuelan Govoniment, has been served upon persons who are believed to reside 
within the limits of the Colony of British Guinna. 

2. The Colonial Government have no official knowledge of the terms of the concession from the 
Venezuelan Government, but I am dpsired to inclose copy of one of the colonial newspapers, which 
purports to jLj^ive an extract from it. If this extract be correct, the grant only extecds to the boundary 
of Briti.«li Guiana. 

3. The boundary, within which tho Colonial Goveinment has exercised jurisdiction and 
(^ sovereignty, and which you are to take as the boundary of the Colony, is that laid down in the map, ol 

which I inclose a copy, and if the Governor's information be correct, the notifications alx>ve referred Ui 
have been served within that boundary. 

4. In these circumstances, I am (Urected by the Governor to instruct you to proceed to the 
neighbourhood of "the boundarv-line at the Amacura Kiver, and to ascertain whether there has been anv 
interference with the riglits of those resident in British Guiana, or any claim put forward to Ihe 
Hxercise of rights under the concession in respect of any territory lying on the British Guiana side of 
the boundaiy-liiie. If you find that there has been any such interference, or any such claim put 
forward, you will duly warn all persons concerned that the rights of Her Majesty will be duly enforced. 
That no rights can be acquired within this territory except under the authority of the Colonial 
Government, and that all persons coming within this territory will be amenable to.and will be dealt with 
according to, the laws of the Colony. It may be desirable that you should draw special attention on 
the part of any person seeking to infringe the rights (A' the Crown to those of the laws of this Colony 

I) which relate to cns'oms, excise, and the protection of the Crown forests. 

5. You are also directed to make special inquiry as to whether the rights of the aboriginal tribes 
residing in this territory have been in any way interfered with. 

6. You will endeavour to ascertain within what area, and by what means, the notifications above 
referred to have been served, and so far as may be practicable cause it to be known that they have 
been issued without the knowledge or the concurrence of the Colonial Government, 

7. If you should find that the rii^hts of the Crown, or of the inhabitants of the Colony, have been 
infringed, it is desirable that you should reduce to writing the statement of those who testify to the 
facts. 

8. Y'ou should endeavour to ascertain whether the concession has been accompanied by any 
definition by the Venezuebm Government of the boundary of British Guiana, and whether the 
Company do, or do not, claim any rights on the British side of the boundary-line of the Colony. 

9. If you should be hindered or molested in the carrying out of these instructions, you will at once 
^'^ return to Georgetown and report the circumstances. 

10. You are hereby authorized to make arrangenients with any persons living in the neighlwur- 
hood for the early transmission of information as to any cliange of circumstances or any operations of 
the Company in British territory, and to promise any reasonable remuneration for such intelligence. . 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' FKANCIS VILLIERS, 

Acting Governor, Secretary. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 910. 

-, Special Magistrate McTurk to Government Secretary Villiers, 

Sir, Georgetoicn, October 21, 1884. 

IN conformity with my instructions, I left Georgetown in the steamer " Sproston Wood " at 
2-40 P.M. on Friday last, the i7th instant,- for the Amacura Eiver, at the mouth of the Orinoco; I waa 
accompanied by Mr. Inspector Swain and Coq3oral Holder, of the police force. At 10 a.m. next 
morning the steamer was oH the mouth of the Waini Kiver, and arrived in the Amacura liiver, and 
anchored off the house occupied by one Kobert Wells at 5 P.M. the same evening. Immediately after 
I he steamer was moored several canoes came alongside with Indians, negroes, and half-breeds, and, 
among others, one Alfonso Figuerada, a Spaniard, who lives on the left or Venezuelan side of 
the Amacura : this man is a pilot for the Orinoco Eiver, and is married to one of Kobert Wells' 
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daughters. Alfonso Fignerada stated that a steamer smaller than the " Spioston Wood" was in the A 
Barima last month, and remained in the neiglibourliood ten days. She was manned by Americans. 
He did not see Mr. Kelly, but knows him well ; a letter was left at his house for Kobert Wells and all 
his family. The Captain of the steamer landed on tlie Venezuelan side of the Amacura, where his 
(Figuerada's) house is situate. The letter referred to is a notification, in Spanish, similar to the one 
handed to me with my instructions, and was accompanied by a plan of the concession granted to. the 
Manoa Company, and which is attached hereto. Figuerada was away from home at the time the papers 
were left, but says he knows no one in the district who has been served with similar documents. A 
Venezuelan official, said to be a Gubernador, was on the steamer : his name was Carbonel. 

George Benjamin Jeffrey says he knows Wells was served with a notice in English, and he 
recognized tlie plan received froui Fignerada as being the notice he alluded to. He said Wells was a 
Commissary under the Venezuelan Government, and was appointed without a commission two years ago. 
He r Wells) now gets 15 dollars a-month, from the Ist October, from the Manoa Company as tfieir 
Commissary. The Venezuelan official, called Carbonel, Jeffrey states, holds an official position in ^ 
Venezuela similar to the Government Secretary in British Guiana, and that this official came with the 
Manoa Company's manager, Mr. Kelly, to hand over the territory ceded to them. The present 
residents were not to be interfered with. Jctffrey is also marrietl to one of Wells' daughters. I remained 
in the Amacura until 8*25 A.M. on Sunday, and previous to leaving went some distance up that river, and 
liad several of the notices, with which I had been supplied, nailed to trees, in conspicuous places, on the 
British side of the river. I also warned such of the inhabitants at whose liouses 1 landed and conversed 
with, that they were not to pay any duties or tax of any kind to any Venezuelan official or official of the 
Manoa Company, or to any one except an officer from the Government of British Guiana, who had been 
duly appointed by the Governor of the Colony for the purpose, and that the British Government 
exercised jurisdiction, and claimed the territory as far as the right bank of the Amacura. 

At 9*30 A.M. we entered the Barima River, and affixed a notice to a tree in the neighbourhood of 
the spot where Schomburgk's tent was placed when he made tlie survey of the Colony, and where I /i 
was informed the Manoa Company intended erecting a saw-mill. At 11 a.m. we stopped at a clearing 
made by a man of the name of Campbell, on the left bank of the river, and placed a notice there, and 
warned the people I saw there as I had done those in the Amacura. From thence we went on to the 
mouth of the Mora Juana, where we arrived at 6 p.m. and anchored. A short time after Robert Wells 
came on board, accompanied by one of his sons. He said, " I consider myself a British subject. I was 
bom in Demerara, and own property in Capoey. I have been in tlie Amacura thirty-three years, and 
own the sloop * Indian.' She was built by my son-in-law, Jeffrey, and cost me 2,500 dollars. I sail 
her under the Spanish flag, and she has been registered by me at Bolivar. I do not pay dues at 
BoUvar, but I would liave to pay dues in Georgetown, as I fly the Spanish flag. I trade to Bolivar in 
her. At present I have her in the Mora Juana, and am purchasing corn from the settlers there to 
take to Eolivar, where 1 shall dispose of it. I live in the Amacura. and have a grant of land there', 
which includes both sides of the river. This grant was given to me by Don Juan Baptista de la Costa 
in 1863. I hold titles, and intend leaving my property to my children. Tlie Venezuelans claim the 1) 
land in this neighbourhood as theirs. I do not know how fa/ the British territory extends. I don't 
know if it goes to Amacura. I remember Gan-att. He was caught in my house. Murdonca was not 
45aught, and is up the Orinoco. 

"I remember Friday, the 19th September, 1884, a small ^steamer, I don't know its name, it was of 
19 tons, and drew 9 feet of water. Captain's name was Ritchie, with some Americans on board, and 
Mr. Kelly, die ilanager of the Manoa Company. This steamer anchored off Point Barima, and a boat 
^me into the Amacura and stopped at my place. Mr. Kelly and Governor Carbonel came in it; 
Mr. Kelly is the Manager of the Manoa Company, and Carbonel is a Governor from Venezuela, but he 
(Carbonel) lives in Trinidad. I hear he is a big warrior. He came to hand over the territory to the 
Manoa Company and to protect the settlers. Mr. Kelly and the Governor gave this notification and 
the plan of the concession, telling me that the Yankees" had hired the land as far as the Essequibo. 
They appointed me as a Commissary for this district, with a salary commencing from the 1st October. 
1 don't ren^embjr how much. I am in authority here. They also appointed Pascual Morena and one ^i 
Jose as Commissaires under me at 8 dollars per month to be over the Indians. . When they offered me 
authority L told them I would accept service under them, but that they must remember 1 am a British 
subject. My district as Cwnmissary is from Amacura to Barima, including the rivers. The Yankees 
tell me they claim up to the Essequibo Kiver. I have been in the habit of cutting timber, 
but now I cannot. I have been told not to cut any more, Imt have been given until the end 
of the year to remove what has been already cut. These were my instructions, and they apply 
to all in my district. At the expiration of that time a royalty must be paid to the Manoa 
C?oiupany by those who cut timber or cultivate the land. I acted as pilot for the steamer, and took her 
up the Barima as far as the two hands (the forks) at Anibisci. The steamer remained Ave days in 
tfie Barima. The only place they landed was at the Harisons in the Arooca creek. I know of 
no one who received a notice such as I received. As far as the Company require labourers they 
employ Indians, but not. by force: myself and Juan Jose have been told by Governor Carbonel and „ 
Mr. Kelly to j^n've all the assistance we can in getting labouiers for them. There are no licensed shops ^ 
anywhere, and I have now two puncheons of rum in my house. With regard to the ships that tak^ 
cedar from me, they pay dues to no one, but only pilotage to the light vessel. These vessels have 
previously discharged their inward caigoes at iiolivar, and come provided with a permit to load cedar. 
■The Munager of the Company oflered to buy a piece of land from me at the mouth of the Barima, 
where I have planted some cocoa-nut trees. They wanted this place as a -site for a saw-mill. 
Mr. Kelly said they intended erecting saw mills, one in Arooca creek, one in Amacura, and one at the 
Barima at the place I refused to sell them. The Company are now building a town at Corressima, a 
few miles above Coriapo, on the Orinoco. There are, I have been told, 12,000 American families 
coming to inhabit it." 
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A I warned Eobert Wells that he was not while residing on British territory to pay any dues or 

taxes to any other than an oificial of the Colony of British Guiana, and that the boundary of the 
Colony extended to tlie right bank of the Amacura River, and asked him to inform others of it. I 
also informed Robert Wells that he would not be allowed to exercise any official authority within 
British territory that was derived from the Venezuelan Government or the Manoa Company, and thai 
I should return aj^ain to Amacura in a short time to see that my instructions were carried out. Wells 
refused to accept any official position under the Colonial Government, stating as a reason that he was 
entirely at the mercy of the Venezuelans, and received no protection from the Colony. 

Previous to leaving the Barima by the Mora Juana passage I had two notices poste<^ one at the 
Barima and one at the mouth of the Mora Juana. While the notices were being put up, Pascual 
Moreno, the Sub Commissary referi-ed to by Wells, came alongside and offered to sell us some firewood. 
When I found out who he was I asked him for his commission ; he replied that it was at home in the 
Mora Juana. I desired him to go for it. 

B At 6*30 we left the Barima and entered the Mora Juana pass on our way to the Waini. At 

7 A*M. we stopped where we saw a clearing, and where Wells' sloop was lying, to take in three men. 
the crew of a punt from Demerara that had been wrecked near the Waini. Tascual Moreno now 
came on board and gave me the commission appointing him Commissary (the commission attached 
hereto), and which he said he got from Mr. Kelly, the Manoa Company's Manager. I warned hiin 
that the commission was of no value on Briti^jh tfjrritorv, which I informed him extended as far as the 
right bank of the Amacura River. A notice was posted at this place. 

The passage of the Mora Juana was a very winding and narrow one, and in many places there 
were trees standing in the middle of the channel and the current with us. There are a good many 
people living there, and although I should have liked to have landed at some of the clearings, I could 
not prudently stop the steamer, so went on to the mouth of the Waini, where we arrived, and came t<» 
anchor at 8 A.M. On a tree over the Sliell Bank a notice was posted up. We remained at the mouth 

p of the Waini until 1 p.m. on the 2(jth, when, the tide sinking, we left for Georgetown, where we 
arrived at 2*15 p.m. this day. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' MICHAEL McTURK 



Inclosure 4 in No. 910. 
Mr, C. C. Fitzgerald to Governor Sir H, Irving. 

Dear Sir, Brooklyn, New York, September 2^, 1884. 

PRINTED matter concerning the Essequibo concession, which embraces a 99 years' concession 
D from the Grovernment of the Republic of Venezuela entered upon by my attorney, Mr. H. Gordon, in 
the city of Caracas, during 1883, and duly transferred io me in this city, is now in the hands of an 
English iirm in London. 

The concession embraces all Venezuelan territoiy lying between the Pacaraima Mountains on 
the frontier of Brazil to the Imataca Mountains, whicli terminate at the Moruca River, west of Cape 
Nassau, embracing that portion of territory owned by Venezuela between parallels 4^ and 8° north 
latitude and 60^ and 62° longitude. 

I have recently obtained a report on the features of greatest importance embraced within its 
borders, and propose to carry out an organization lor development of its resources. 

I have placed the enterprise at the discretion of a banking house of high standing in London, and 
I am persuaded in the belief that this concession may be made of vast importance to tne interests of 
Her Majesty's Colony. 

The negotiation, now at the option of my London colleagues, if accepted, would serve equal 
•*-* result. Through such combinations boundary questions would be definitely solved for many years. 
Any detail you may deem of interest I will furnish you with much pleasure. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' C. C. FITZGERALD, M.C.K 



Inclosure 5 in No. 910. 
Mr. C, C. Fitzgerald to Governor Sir H. Irving, 

Sir, Brookh/n, Ncu? York, September 26, 1884. 

P BY the recent arrival of one of our exploring Commissions from the Company's possessions, we 

^ are informed that you had expressed a desire to obtain additional information in reference to tluj 
proposed operations of ihis Company. 

We have the pleasure of mailing several of our printed pamphlets to you, wliich will convey a 
very correct and comprehensive detail of their affairs. We are confident of carrying our business 
to success, and trust we shall be favoured with the most an)icable relations with Her Majesty s 
Colonies on our borders, relations which the Company will endeavour to cultivate and maintain. 

1 havG Lvo. 

(Signed) ' d C. FITZGERALD, M.CJ1 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 910. 

Mr. C. C. Fitzgerald to Governor Sir H, Irving, 

Sir, Brooklyn, New York, September 29, 1884. 

IN my letter of the 27th instant I wrote a clerical error in stating longitude. The letter reads A 
60° and (52^ and should read 61** and 63^. In revising copies I noted the mistake, and beg to take 
this means of correcting it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) C. C. FITZGERALD, M.C.E. 



Inclosure 7 in No. 910. 
Oovernment Secretary Viliiers to Mr. C, C. Fitzgerald, 



Government Secretary's Office, Georgetoivn, Demerara, 
Sir, October 25, 1884. -g 

I AM directed by his Excellency the Governor of British Guiana to acknowledge the receipt of your 
three letters noted in the margin with reference to, and transmitting documents respecting, the 
Manoa Company, and the concession made by the Venezuelan Government, and to convey to you the 
expression of his Excellency's thanks for the information and the documents supplied. 

2. With regard to the British Guiana boundary, I am directed by his Excellency to intimate 
to you that the Colonial Government exercise authority and jurisdiction within the limits laid 
down in the accompanying map, starting from the right bank of the Amacura Eiver, and that 
within these limits the Colonial Government enforce the laws of British Guiana. 

3. I am further to intimate to you that any person disregarding or acting in contravention of 
the laws of British Guiana within these limits will be liable to be proceeded against, according 
to the laws of the Colony. 

4. The whole of tlie territory, therefore, between the Amacura and Moruca Rivers, is part of 
the Colony of British Guiana, and the Colonial Government will maintain jurisdiction over this C 
territory, and prevent the rights of Her Majesty or of the inhabitants of the Colony being in any 
way infringed. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' FRANCIS VILLIERS. 



Inclosure 8 in No, 910. 
Map s/iovnng Land Grant to Mr. 0. C, Fitzgerald, M.C.E. 

[See p^e 220.] 

No 911. 

Governor Sir H. Irving to the Earl of Derby, 

Government House, Georgetoton, Demerara, 
My Lord, November 24, 1884. 

IN continuation of my despatch of the 25th ultimo, I have the honour to forward, for your 
Lordship's information, copies of a Report which I have received from the Inspector-General of Police 
of the removal by Venezuelans of certain notices posted by Mr. J. T. McTurk at the mouth of the 
Amaracoura River. 

2. I have instructed Mr. McTurk to revisit the district, and I shall duly communicate to your 

Lordship his report 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY T. IRVING. 



D 



E 



Inclosure 1 in No. 911. 
Inspector-General Cox to GovernmerU Secretary VUliers, 



Sir, November 13, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to you, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, a 
letter from Mr. Acting Inj^pector Greene relative to the notices posted by Mr. McTurk at the mouth of 
I he Amaracoura River, having been taken down by the chief pilot of the lightship at the Barini River, 
aud forwarded through a Captain Browlio to the Government at Bolivar. * 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) NICHOLAS COX. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 911. 
Inspector Chreene to Inspector-General Cox. 

Inspector's Office, Suddie, Essequibo, 
Sir, November 12, 1884. 

\ I HAVE the honour to lay before you the following information relative to the Venezuelan 

boundary question. 

On Friday, the 7th instant, a man by the name of Edward Theobald Fetlierstone (who has been 
for some years resident in the district in dispute) came to me and reported that he had just arrived 
from Moorawaul, a branch creek leading from the Barini River to the Winie River. On his woy heie 
he visited a schooner lying at the mouth of the Barini River, which was just about to proceed td 
Bolivar, and was informed by the Captain that it was his intention to take the notices that were put 
up by Mr. McTurk, at or about the mouth of the Amaracoura River, to Bolivar, and hand them over 
to the Government. 

He further stated that the notices were taken down by the chief pilot, on board a schooner used 
as a lightship at the mouth af the Barini River, and handed to Captain Browlio for transmission to 
Bolivar. 

My informant promised to come back and give me the name of the schooner of which Bnw'lio is 
B the captain, also of the pilot who took the notices down, and I expect shortly I may be able to obtain 
some further information. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) FRED. E. GREENR 



No. 912. 
Governor Sir H. Irving to the Earl of Derby, 



Government House, Georgetovm, DevteraroL, 
My Lord. November 26, 'l 88^. 

C IN" continuation of my despatches of the 25th October and 24th and 25th November, I have the 

honour to inclose the Report by Mr. McTurk, Special Magistrate, of his second visit to the Amacura 
River district 

1 have &c 
(Signed) " HENRY T. IRVING. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 912. 

Special Magistrate McTurk to Government Seci'etary Villiers. 

oir, Georgetoton, November -6, 1884 

1) I HAVE the honour to report my retrrn from the Amacura. I went there by way of the Waini 

and Mora Juana Rivers, and arrived on Wednesday, the 19th instant. On Friday morning one of the 
Venezuelan officials, a Magistrate from Coriai)0. arrived in the Amacura. A sliort time after his 
arrival I saw him. He came on board of my yacht, and was introduced to me by Robert Wells, a? 
Seftor Juan Jos^ Totasan, a Venezuelan Magistrate. Sefior Totasan told me he was a Venezuelan 
Ma<(istrate a Juez Criminal, but was then acting for the Manoa Company, and under the orclers of its 
liesident Manager, Mr. Kelly. He gave me the inclosed notification map and pamphlet; and showed 
me one of the Venezuelan official Gazettes, containing the Articles of the Manoa concession. He said 
he had come for the purpose of serving notices, similar to tlie one inclosed, to the residents on iht 
Waini, Barinia, Mora Guana and Aniacura Rivers, and to fix them on the trees. I explained to liim 
that no attention would be paid to any notifications he might serve to persons resident on the right bank 
of the Amacura, or in the Barima or Mora Guana RiveiB, and that I should <]estroy any notices I might 
see posted on tlie trees other than those posted by order of the Governor of British Giiiana. He theo 
1'^ left, and shortly after some Portuguese came to rue to say th.at the Magistrate was going to seize his 
sloop and the goods he had in his house, bec».ause lie would not take a licence from the Manoa Company 
(his sloop is licensed in this Colony). I de»inid him to bring his sloop near to mine, and in the 
meantime wrote a letter to Sefior Totasan, of which I inclose a copy, and which letter I kept ready ' 
until he should cross the river from the Venezuelan side, where lie was staying, to the British side, 
where the Portuguese resides. When he did cross to the Portuguese place I had the letter delivered to 
him personally by one of my boatmen, and he did not further interfere with the Portuguese. 

During the course of conversation Senor Totasan informed me that the Manoa Company were 
about to erect a sa»'^-mill at the mouth of the Barima, and that the machinery was on its way out 
from America, and that they were now erecting a saw-mill at Corosima. 

I last saw Senor Totasan on Sunday morning, and then drew his attention to the second Article 
in the contract of the concessions wherein the boundaries of the concession are defined, and more 
., especially to that part of it as underlined by me on page 15 of the accompanying pamphlet 1 
paa'-ticularly .pointed out to him that neither the Amacura, Barima, or Waini Rivers were mentioned, 
but that the words of the contract were " to the limit of British Guiana." I also pointed out to hiui, 
in the Report of the Territorial Land Grant of the Grand Delta of the Orinoco for the Manoa Company 



231 

(Limited), on page 26 of the same pamphlet, Mr. Fitzgerald's words as there underlined by me, that A 
" about 10 miles to the south-west of Barima Point is tlie entrance to the Amacura Eiver, which in 
1800 formed the boundary between British Guiana and Venezuela." I told him I was not aware that 
the boundary had been altered since 1800, and asked if he was ; lie said he was not. He then told me 
he did not intend going any further, but would return to Mr. Kelly at " Manoa," the name of the town 
the Americans are now building at Corosima. 

Finally, I gave Senor Totasan a letter to Mr. Kelly, a copy of which is inclosed, and I left the 
Amacura at midday on Sunday, the 23rd, and arrived in Georgetown at 4 A.M. this morning. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' MICHAEL MoTURK. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 912. 
/fecial Magistrate McTurk to Seflor Totasan. 



B 



jRiyM BanJc, ArTiacura River, British Guiana, 
Sir, November 22, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that you are now within the boundaries of the Colony of 
British Guiana, and within the limit of my district, as one of the Special Ma^^istrates and Super- 
iiiteiidents of Crown Lands and Forests of that Colony, and consequently beyond your jurisdiction as 
an officer of the Venezuelan Government. Any notifications that you may serve on the inhabitants 
will be of no effect, and all persons residing in or visiting this or any part of the Colony will have to 
conduct themselves in accordance with its laws. 

I have, further, to call your attention to the notices affixed to trees in this river, and also in the 
Barima and Waini Rivers. These notices have been placed where they are by order of his Excellency (* 
the Governor. 

T have &c 
(Signed) ' MICHAEL McTUEK. 



Inclosure 3 in No. 912. 

Special Magistrate McTurk to Mr, Kelly, of Manoa Company. 

Right Bank, Amacura River, British Ghiiana, 
Sir, November 22, 1884. 

IT has been reported to me that the Manoa Company are about to erect a saw-mill at the mouth D 
f»i the Baiima River. Such report may be only an idle rumour, but, if true, I deem it my duty, as the 
officer now in charge of the Pomeroon River Judicial DiEtrict, and which district extends to the limits 
of the Colony on its Venezuelan or western side, to notify you that the Barima is in the county of 
Kssequibo and Colony of British Guiana, and forms part of the judicial district over which I exercise 
jurisdiction. 

No settlements of any kind, whether for the purpose of trade or any other purpose, can be made 
within the limits of the Colony, except in accordance with its existing laws, and those who may become 
resident therein will be required to obey them. 

I would draw your attention to the notices posted on the trees in the Amacura, Barima, and 
Waini Rivers, one of which I am told you have. I inclose a written copy. These notices were 
placed where they now are by order of his Excellency the Governor. 

I have &c. 
(Signed; ' MICHAEL McTURK. E 



No. 913. 
Governor Sir H. Irving to the Earl of Derby. 



Government House, Georgetoum, Demerara, 
My Lord, November 26, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch of this day's date, I have the honour to inclose a copy of a 
written Statement placed in my hands by Mr. McTurk in the supplement of his Report of his second 
visit to the Barima and Amacura Rivers. 

2, In view of your Lonlship's telegram to me not to act without instructions as to the Manoa P 
(Jompany, I feel myself precluded from taking any action on Mr. McTurk's Statement: but I need 
'scarcely say that the state of things disclosed by it is one which calls for a prompt decision, and I 
venture to express the hope that I may receive your Lordship's instructions at an early date. 
* I have &G 

(Signed) ' HENKY T. IRVING. 
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Inclosure in No. 913. 

StcUeTnerU by Special Magistrate McTurk as to the Manoa Company. 

ON the evening? of Tuesday last, the 18th instant, while at anchor at the Barinia mouth of tlu* 
Mora Juana, four Portuguese came on board of my yacht, and one of them stated that on the day atUr 
1 last passed through the Mora Juana in the steamer *' Sproston Wood," one of them had been *' hiiirg 
up" by Robert Wells. On my asking why Wells had hung him up, he stated that Wells and otheiN 
had been gathering the Indians together to ttikethem up to *' Manoa" to work for the Manoa Compam, 
and that Indians being averse to going had run off in the forest, and Wells accused him of telling 
them to go. He described the hanging up thus : two nooses were placed around his ankles and tlie 
ropes drawn tightly together, and then water was thrown on the rope to make it draw still more closely : 
'. the rope was then thrown over a beam, and he hoisted up head downwards until the back of his neck 
just touched the ground. He was hung like this for one hour, and Wells* boatmen hung hira up by 
Wells' order. The two other Portuguese conhrmed this man's story, and Kobert Wells hiujself 
acknowledged to me that he had hung the man up. An Indian came with a similar complaint, with 
T» the exception that it was a tSpaniard who hung him up. I heard of several other cases. On mv 
■^ asking the men who made these statements to do so in writing, and in the foi-ra of a charge, thev 
refused to do so, stating that thoy would surely get doubl<» the punishment the moment my back \^as 
turned. I was told that the Indians who are now working at Manoa are almost starving ; one of tlieiu 
told me the daily allowance for fifteen men was one cake of cassava bread and a salted fish, about fonv 
pounds in weight. The Indians are taken by force from their homes to work at Manoa ; this is whm 
they themselves told me, and many have gone deep into the forest at the head of the rivers to get awnV 
from the crimps of the Company. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) MICHAEL McTUEK. 



G 
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No. 914. 
-Bar? Oranville to Colonel Mansfidd. 



Sir, F(n*eign Offke^ Novemher 28, 1884. 

I HAVE received your despatch of the 9th ultimo respecting the action you had Uikeii 
with regard to the concessions made by the Venezuelan Government to Messrs. Gordon and F'itzgeraM 
for the colonization of certain districts, the sovereignty over which is claimed by Her Majesty^ 
Government and by that of Venezuela, and I have to express to you my approval of your proceedint;s. 

I now transmit, for your information, a copy of a despatch, with its inclosures, from the Goverium- 
of British Guiana, reporting that notices were being served by an agent of the I^Ianoa Company 
(Limited), which has acquired the cession vested in Mr. Fitzgerald, on the inhabitants of certain lamis 
which are claimed as forming part of the Colony of British Guiana. 
D I have to instruct you to request the Venezuelan Government to take steps to prevent their 

Commissioners from asserting claims to, or interfering with » any of the territory claimed by CmMt 
Britain, and you will, at the same time, intimate to them that, should they decline to do this, i\w 
Governor of the Colony will be directed to prevent the encroachment of the Manoa Company, and i<» 
maintain order by the employment of an adequate force of police. No steps, however, will be takin 
by the Governor of British Guiana pending the reference to the Venezuelan Government, and I hav*^. 
therefore, to request that you will give this matter your immediate attention. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) GEANVILLE 



No. 915. 
Governor Sir If. Irving to tlte Earl of Be? by. 



Government IlousCy Georgetown, Demerara, 
My Lord, Janvxiry 5, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt from your Lordship on the 3rd instant of tlic 
' code telegram, of which the following is the translation : — 

" In reply to your despatch of 26th November. Send at once to Amacura Magistrate ami 
auflicient police force. Instruct him to hold investigation into charge against Wells, and proceed in 
ordinary course applicable to similar charges in district of Tomeroon.*' 

2. I am making armngements for the immediate dispatch to the Amacura of Mr. McTurk, the 
Acting Stipendiary Magistrate of the Pomeroon District, accompanied by an a<lequate police force, for 
the purpose of dealing with the case of Wells and with any other cases of crimes of violence wliich 
F may have been committed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENKY T. HIVING. 
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■ No. 916. 

Governor Sir H, Irving to the Earl of Derby, 

Gaveniment HomCy Georgetown, Demerara, 
My T-ord, Fehrvary 4, 1885, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch of the 30th i^ 
December, informing me that, having considered my despatches, you liad arrived at the 
conclusion that there should be no further delay in upholding the authority of the law of the 
(Colony in the Amacura district, at any rate as regards undoubted British subjects ; and that you had 
therefore authorized me to instruct Mr. McTurk, the Special Magistrate, to hold an inquiry into the 
eliarge against Wells, and to deal with the case as he woulil do with a similar charge brought before 
him from any other part of his district. 

2. By my despatch of the 24th ultimo, I have apprised your Lordship that Wells ias l)een 
arrested and committed for trial at tlie approaching Session of the Supreme Criminal Courr for the 
d»unty of Essequebo. 

3. I inclose copy of a supplementary lleport whicli I have received from Mr. McTurk in reference 
to the operations of the Manoa Company : lie will return to the Amacura in the course of n few days t<» 
collect and bring up to Essequebo the witnesses against Wells, and I shall cause him to visit the district 

at intervals of time in order that the Government may be kept apprised of what goes on tliere. I 1} 
apprehend that this course of action will suffice to prevent aggression on the part of the Company, and 
to afford the requisite protection to the inhabitants, and that it will supersede the necessity for tlie 
establishment ot'a police station on shore. The police schcxmer can be kept on the spot as long as there 
is occasion for doing so, and it will make little practical difference whether the police are on board the 
schooner or on shore. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENKY T. IRVING. 



Inclosure in No. 916. 
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Special Magistrate McTurk to Govertiment Secretary Villiers. 



Sir, Georgetown, January 26, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to report that on Friday evening, 16th instant, after sending away the steamfer 
"(iuiana," I remained at the mouth of the Barima Kiver \\'\W\ " Gazelle" and my own yacht, and tlie 
next morning, when the tide suited both vessels, went into tlie Amacura Kiver. I had kept in the 
revenue schooner " Gazelle " a corpoi-al and four policemen, part of tlie force sent in tlie " Guiana." 
On my arrival in the Amacura I was informed by one Jeffrey (a connection of the prisoner Wells), that 
the American steamer with Mr. Kelly, the Resident Manager of the Manoa Company on lx)ard, was 
coming to the Amacura on the 14th, and had got to within a short distance of that river, when they 
heard from some Indians who had visited the " Guiana " of my arrival there, and the subsequent arrest 
of Robert Wells ; they immediately turned back. On the 19th I forwarded by one Francis Neame, who D 
was going up the Orinoco to the Island of Coriapo, a letter to Sefior Juan Jose Totesan, the Venezuelan 
official whom 1 met on the Amacura on my previous visit there, and who then descrited himself to me 
as a Juez Criminal or Magistrate, but who is referred to in the letter received by me from G. Charbonc 
as a Municipal Commissary. My letter to Senor Totesan was merely a request to. at his earliest 
convenience, forward an accompanying letter to G. Chambon^ (copy already sent in), 

J desired Francis Neame to bring me all the information he could, and particularly to ascertain if 
the information given me by Jefl'rey relative to the turning back of the American steamer was correct. 
Francis Neame returned from Coriapo at midnight on the 21st, and told me that the information 
regarding the American steamer was correct, that the steamer with Mr. Kelly and others on board was 
coming down the Orinoco to the Amacura River, and when at the last point of the river above the 
Amacura were met by a coiial with Indians from the Amacura River, and by these Indians were told 
of my arrival in the Amacura River, and of the arrest of Robert Wells, the steamer then turned back 
and afterwards he was told, went by way of the Macareo River to IVinidad. My informant told me ^^ 
that the Americans now said that they intended to sue the Venezuelan Government for damages. The 
otiicial, Totesan, was not at ('oriapo, but at the American settlement at Courasima, higher up the Orinoco, 
bat the letters were being forwarded to him. Neame also told me that ihey were on the eve of a 
revolution in Venezuela, a General Pulgar had collected a number of soldiers at Bolivar, and together 
with his adherents intended to oust the present President General Crespo, and if he was successlul the 
Manoa concession would cease, as General Pulgar was opposed to concessions and monopolies, such he 
said was the common talk at the village of Coriapo. 

While in the Amacura I had information of other people having teen hung up by Wells, but wa« 
•unable to get the persons hung up, or any approximate date when the occurrences took place. 

The arrest and conviction of Wells has had all the desired effect in the locality, and I do not think 
that it is at all likely that any such acts as he has been guilty of will be perpetrated within our 
territory again ; at tlie same time, I would respectfully bring to his Excellency's notice the necessity for p 
.the Magistrate or other empowered official to make occasional visits to the Amacum in order to give 
,protection to the persons residing there and m the Mora Juana Rivers (and who are all British subjecl sj, 
•and who unless protected are entirely at the mercy of such persons as Robert Wells, or adventuiers 
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A like the Manoa Company, or, what would be better still, and would in my humble opinion finally settle 
our troubles with the Manoa Company, establish a police station on the Aniacura River. 

I left the Barima Kiver at 1 p.m. on tlie 22nd, and arrived in Georgetown after a very rongli 
passage, in which I lost nearly all my sails, on Saturday, the 24th, at 5 p.m. 

X have &c 
(Signed) ' MICHAEL McTUEK, 

Acting Special Magistrate^ Pomeroon River. 



« 



No. 917. 
Governor Sir H. Irving to the Earl of Derby. 



My Lord, Govemwent IToiim, Georgetown, Demerara, March 24, 1885. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 24th January, reporting the arrest of Eobert Wella, 
I have the honour to report to your Lordship that Wells was convicted at the Essequebo Session of 
the Supreme Criminal Court of Assault, and was sentenced to 30 days* imprisonment, without hard 
labour, with a fine of 25 dollars, and was further bound over to keep the peace for 12 months. 

2. I inclose copies of the further reports which I have received in reference to the state of the 
district and the operations of the Manoa Company. I have directed Mr. McTurk to revisit the 
district, but, in the absence of instructions from your Lordship, I am precluded from taking action 
either to assert the territorial rights of the Colony or maintain law and order. 

3. The authority conveyed to me by your despatch of the 30th December to deal with 
offences committed by British subjects will have no further efficacy, seeing that the arrest of Wells 
will serve as a warning to any such offenders to evade arrest, which they will have no difficulty 

^' in doing, 

4. I take this opportunity to convey to your favourable notice the vigour and judgment with 
which Mr. McTurk has carried out the mission intrusted to him. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY T. lEVING. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 917. 

Special Magistrate McTurk to Government Secretary Villiers, 

Sir, Suddie, February 17, 1885. 

T) I HAVE the honour to report my arrival here from the Amacura River, where I had been in 

company with the I'evenue schooner " Gazelle," to bring up the witnesses in the case of Robert Wells. 
In the Amacura River all seems quiet, and the only thing new that I have to report from that place 
is that since the Indians have heard of Wells* arrest, and the visits of the Magistrate to that part of 
the Colony, they are returning to their homes, and running away from the Manoa Company, by whose 
employes tliey asseit they are ill-treated and not paid, and they are anxious to know if they will 
receive protection from the Governor, as there is every probability of their being forcibly taken away 
from their homes to work for the Manoa Company's people wiien they will require them. 

In the Mora Wana River, I received several complaints of ill-treatment from Indians : one woman 
in particular had been assaulted in an aggravate^l manner by a negro and his wife, at the very place 
where Wells had hung up the Portuguese. The Indian woman had been knocked down and her 
clothes drawn over her head and her person exposed, and while in that position the negro held her 
.. , legs u]) by the ankles and kicked her about tlie body. On her making an attempt to rise and grasp 
^^ the negro his wife came up, and with a knife cut the Indian woman three times across the knuckles. 
The Indian woman is near her confinement, and the exposure of the person is a most grave offence in 
the eye of an Indian. The Indian woman resides near the place, and made her complaint in person. 
The man wlio committed the assault was away at the time of my arrival, or I should certainly have 
had him arrested, and dealt with him in a manner similar to the case of Robert Wells. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) MICHAEL McTURK, 

Sj^cdal Magistrate, Essequibo River District, 



Inclosure 2 in No. 917, 

'* F, S, Neame to Government Secretary Villiers, 

Sir, Mora Wana Creek, October [1 February] 28, 1885. 

I HAVE sent to inform you that I arrived at Mora Wana this morning, and on my reaching there 
three letters was handed to me whicli I have forwarded at once, as I cannot tell the contents they 
contain. Mr. Kelly has been back to Barrema River, and has put up a quantity of Notices of 
Trespass Act. He also says that he has been informed that the Government has been here with a 
steam- boat, with arms. He says that that is a matter of immaterial to them; as they claims the 
boundary up to the Morouca River, he says the English Government can say what they like about it, 
as they don't care what comes by it ; as they calculate to stand whatever comes. I would have sent you 
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one of the notices ; l)ut I have not reached home to Annnaeoro yet. But as soon as T reach I will pull A 
down what they have put and send one by Mr. Jeffrey'as soon as he is coming. 

Mr. Kelly also says that the people living on the said boundaries does not go up to the Manoa 
Company and take out their transports for their places ; that he will drive them of the place and take 
it away from them. Mr. Kelly says that their intention is to put up three saw-mills in the Barrema 
River and two at the Ainmacoro. Should anything furtlier occur I will let you know. If T cannot get 
any pei'son to send, I will hire a small boat and come up to town myself, if the Crown agrees to pay 
my expenses, as I have no craft of my own large enough to come by sea ; as the savannah is quite 
dry at this present. 

You will be kind enough to send me some paper and envelopes. I will be much obliged for an 

answer by the bearer. Nothing more to say at present until further proceedings. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) FKANCIS STEPHEN NEAME. -^ 

15 



Int'losure .*> in No. 917. 
Afr. KcUi/, of tlui Manoci Company, to Specinl Magistrate McTvrk. 

Sir, Point Barima, Matwa Territory Delta, Veiiezwda, Nocnnher 24, 1884. 

YOURS of the 22nd instant received, and contents noted. 

In reply, I would say that you have been correctly informed about the erection of a saw-mill at 
the mouth of the Barima River. 

And for your information it is the intention to erect several, one on the right bank of Amacura, 
and three at different points on the Barima, and also to enter into other businesses that this Company p 
thinks proper in conformity with their contract with the Venezuelan (xovernment. It is immaterial 
to me if you do or do not allow settlements and the establishing of trade in English Gruiana unless in 
conformity with its law, and still less whether residents obey or (Uso])ey tliem. 

In order to avoid process of law, you will in future please procure permission before posting 
notices on this Company's property. 

You will understand by this that I ignore the rights you assert in yours of the 22nd instant. 

Yours &c 
(Signed) ' THOMAS A. KELLY, 

Resiident Manrger of tlui Maiioa Company, Limitt'd. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 917. -pw 

Mr, Kelly, of the Manoa Company, to Specinl Magistrate Mr Turk, 

Sir, Manoa Territonj Ddta^ Venezuela, February 7, 1885. 

I HAVE learned that you antl an armed force have again returned to this Company's territory, 

certain grant of land 
if Amacura River to 

the Atlantic Ocean, and south of the Moroca River, and that they have been duly installed in their 
l)os8e8sions by his Excellency the Governor of the territory Delta, of the United States of Venezuela. 
Consequently, if you are in any part of territory referred to, as claimant or interfering in any 
respect with the interests of this Company, I regard you as trespassers, and hereby give you notice and 
warn you to retire from said territorial jwssessions. E 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS A. KKLLY, 

Resident Maiutgei" of tht' Manva Company {Limiinl). 




Inclosure f) in No. 917. 
M, Cluirhoai to Special Magistrate Me Turk. 



United States of Vewzuela, Federal Te/ritory " Delta" 2lst year of 
Sir^ tJie Law and l^th of live Federation, Manoa, Februaiy 7, 1885. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you I received your letter, dated 16th January last. P 

And in reply thereto, I have to say that there was no particular letter directed to you on the 4th 
December last, but an official notification by authority of the Governor of the Federal Territory 
Delta, of the United States of Venezuela. 

The which is forwarded for your information and guidance. 

God and Federation, 
(Signed) L. CHARBOUfi. 
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Iiiclosui'e 6 in Xo. 917. 

F, S, Nerime io Government Secretary VlUiera. 

pjy Amriidcoro River, Mrtreh 9, 1885. 

I HAVE sent you the notices by Mr. Jeffrey placed by Mr. Kelly at the mouth of the Barrima 
River, and at Mr. Cambell's place further up the Barrima Kiver ; also all the ])laces in the Mora 
Wana creek. He has also warned the people that are living there that they must go to the Caro- 
Samo and take out their transports for their places in fourteen days off* from date, or else they will 
come and take it away from them. One of them told ifr. Kelly that the place belongs to the English: 
how then I must go to you for a transport. ^Ir. Kelly answer to Cambell," English be dammed ; if they 
can get the world they will take it, but this they will have a hard tug to get it:" what they mean T 
CAn't tell, but T suppose it is nothing good. Nothing more to say at present until further proceedings. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) FKANCIS NEAME 



No. 918. 

Governor Sir H, Irving to Colonel Stanley. 

Gorenwiejtt F/ou^e, Georgetown^ iJemerara, 
Sir, October 29, 1 885. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 16th July last, I have the honour to inclose copy of 
a report made by Mr. McjTurk, Special Magistrate, Essecjuilio Eiver, on a visit j)aid by him to the 
Amacura district during the current month. 

I am, &'C. 
(Signed) HENRY T. IKVING. 



Inclosure in No. 918. 

Special Mrufistratc McTvrh to Government Serretdvy Villiers, 

Sir, Kalacoon, Maza'**nni River^ October 22, 1885. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that I have been to the Amacura Kiver. I left Pomeroon River 
on the 8th of the present month, and arrived at the Amacura on the morning of Friday, 16th. I 
had ])reviously visited the Waini, Morawhanna, and Barima Rivers. 
j^ There are several new clearings in the Morawhanna, made by Portuguese and negroes from the 

Pomeroon, and in the Barima two large clearings, one made l)y a Portuguese from the Pomeroon and the 
other by two Germans, who liad been a long time resident on the Waini River, but who have removed 
from that river to their prescTit clearing. 

There seems to be a sense of greater security from Venezuelan interference amongst the people 
generally, and since my last visit no official of the Venezuelan Government or employ 6 of the Manoa 
Comi>any had been on either of the rivers. 

I was told' in the Morawhanna that the ]\Ianoa Company had cejvsed to exist, and that the 
Venezuelan Government had taken their steamer and works away from them. This information had 
been derived from a Venezuelan schooner that came into the Barima, and whose captain purchased a 
cargo of corn from the people in the Morawhanna. 

I made incpiiry in the Amacura River on my arrival there as to the truth of the statement I had 
heard in the Morawhanna, but the people there could only tell me that they knew the Manoa 
J] Company's saw-mill had twisted and broken all the cogs, and w^as useless. The schooner had not been 
in the Amacura, and they had not communicated with her. 

Robert Wells was in tlie Amacura River, and had shortly before my arrival returned from 
Bolivar, but had not got back his sloop, which had been seized for smuggling, and he is now, I am 
told, about to sell the land he has planted xip with cocoa to a Spaniard at Bolivar. This cocoa patch 
is on the English side of the Amacura. 

"Wliile there 1 held a court at the Barima mouth of Morawhanna (cases of breiich of contract), 
and there were so many more complaints, principally assault, that I have arranged to hold a court 
there again after my next court in the Pomeroon on the 6th November. 

The trip on this occasion has l)een an exceptionally long one, owing to light and advei-se 
winds, and I left the schooner near the mouth of the Essequilx), and returned here in my small boat. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' MICHAEL McTUEK. 
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No. 919. 
Lcftrr from a Mr. Wilson to Colonial Office. 

(Extmct.) 101, Sitvtha nipfon Rou\ June 14, 1886. 

THIS grant is about to be transferred to an Enj^lisli (^ni])auy. Being a British subject my A 
sympathies in the dispute are entirely in favour of (ireat Britain, and the ownership of both grants 
being practically in English and Scotch han<ls, I trust you.i Lordship will consider these facts in your 
reply to my following suggestions, which, if ado})ted by Her Majesty's Government, will (juiet ^ 
troublesome question, which otherwise is capable of giving rise to international reclamations, not only 
as between Venezuela and Great Britain, but as between the United States and Great Britain, by 
reason of the American citizenship of the Manoa Company and my wife. For your information I 
inclose a map,* issued by Venezuela, showing the boundaries claimed by that country as regards the 
grants in question. The Manoa grant T have C(doured pink, the Ciordon grant green. I also inclose 
copies of tlie two concessions wliich be good enough to return to me with your reply. 



No. 920. 



Mr. Stanhope, M.P., to Gorernor Sir H, Irvin/f, 



Inclosure in No. 920. 
ProrJfunafion i^istfed hi/ Her M((/e}iti/ti (jorerniuent. 



B 



Sir, Doirniiuj Street^ October 20, 1886. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge tlie receipt of your despatcli of tlie 17th ultimo, 
re]M)rting tliat you luul not yet issued any li(*ences authorizing persons to prosj)ect for gold in tlie 
tracts belonging to British (Uiiana to th<'. west of the Es3e([uibo River. 

2. I have now to inform vou that since vou raised this question the necessitv of takinii: innuediate 
steps to ]>rotect the claims of the Colony to the territory included in the boundaries laid down by 
Schoniburgk has l)een imder the careful consideration of my predecessor and myself. 

:\. This necessity has been eniphasise<l by the discovery of the fact that the Government of 
Venezuela has been i*eceiving large sums f(U' gnints of the territory above referred to down to the left G 
bank of the Essequibo. 

4. I )uring General Guzman lilanco's presence in this country the late Secretary of State for 
Koi^ei^'n Attairs made an effort to settle the whole question of the disputed boundary by negotiation, 
and, pen<ling this attempt, no steps were taken to deny or counteract the pretensions of Venezuela. 

.1. As, however, the President of the Kepublic was not prepared to accept the reasonable proposals 
of Her Majesty's Government for the settlement of the questions at issue, 1 have decided that it has 
become incumbent on Her Majesty's (government to issue, both in this country and in the Colony, the 
notice of which a copy is annexed, stating the British claim to the territory in dispute, and warning 
the public against grants of that territory })ur])orting to be made by the Venezuelan Government 
You will l)e goo<l enough to issue the notice without delay. 

6. You will have gathered from the corres])on deuce inclosed in my j)redecessor's despatch 

of the 2n(l June last that there was at that time an intention to })roceed at once to the lonnal demar- y. 
cation of the boundary of British Guiana as laid down by Schoniburgk : but I am of opinion that, 
pendinty further negotiations with the Venezuelan Government for the settlement of this question, 
it will be ))referable to defer the deman'ati<»n of the boundary. At the same time, you have the 
authority of Her Majesty's (Government for issuing gold-mining licences for any ])ortion of the 
territory within Schoniburgk 's boundaries, exce])t the portion proposed to be conceded to the 
Venezuelan Government in 1881 under the ^Memorandum drawn up by the late Mr. Young and 
Mr. Haynes Smith. 

7. It is desirable that Hebert*s Afaj) of the Colony, which is the one referred to in the draft 
notice now sent, should be lithographed b}'^ the Intelligence Department of the War Office, and I have 
ascertained that this will entail an ex])en<liture of 48/. liefore proceeding with the reproduction of 
the map, 1 wish to learn whether the Colonial Government is willing to incur this expenditure. 

I have, k{.\ 
(Signed) EDWAKI) STANHOPE. jj 



Thr Colony of British (iuiAXA. 

WHEREAS the lK)undary-line between Her Majesty's (,'olony of British (hiiana and the Bepublic 
of Venezuela is in di8])Ute between Her Majesty's Government and the (Government of Venezuela: 

And whereas it has come to the knowledge of Her Majesty's (rovernment that grants of land -p 
within the territory claimed by Her Majesty's Government as part of the said C(»lony have been made, 
or purport to have been made, by or in the name of the Government of Venezuela : 

^ Reproduced to face this page. 
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Xotiee is liereby ^Weu, that no title to land, or to any right in, or over, or affecting any laiul 
within the territory claimed by Her ^lajesty^s Government as fonning part of the Colony of British 
Guiana, purporting to be derived from or tlirough the Government of Venezuela or any otticer or 
person authorized by that Government, will l>e admitted or re<x)gnize(l l)y Her Majesty or by tlie 
Government of British Guiana : and that any person taking possession of, or exercising any right ovoi, 
any such land under colour of any such title or pretended title, will be lial)le to be treated a{< a 
trespasser under the laws of the said Colony. 

A map showing the boundar}' betw^een British Guiana and Venezuela, claimed by Her Majesty's 
Government, can be seen in the Library of the Colonial Oftice, Downing Street, or at the Office of the 
Government Secretary, Georgetown, British Guiana. 

Downi7i{f Street, Ortoher 21, 1886. 



No. 921. 
Gavrrnov hir H, Irriiuf to Mr. Hianho})*', M.F. 



(rm'A'rnmnit Hoitsf, (rcorf/rfut/m, Drnicrnm, 
Sir, Jamui-nj 21, 1887. 

IX continuation of my despatdi of the lOth instant. I have the honour to inclose herewith, 
for your information, copy of the report I have just received from Mr. im Thurn, w'ho returned to 



Georgetown from the Amacura district last night. 



I have, &c. 
(Signed) HEXIiY T. IKVIXG. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 921. 
Spevitfl Miff/ ist raff nn T/ti(rn to Gurernment t^ecrctan/ Bntir. 



Sir, Gear yet irwii, Jnmianj 20, 1887 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of my return from the Barima in the steamer '* Sproston 
Wood," and I have to submit to vou, for the consideration t)f his Excellencv the Governor, tht^ 
following report of the results of my visit to that district. 

2. With Inspectors Swain and Walker I left Georgetown at 4:10 P.M. on the 14th instant, ami 
we cast anchor for the night off the mouth of the Barima twentv-eiglit hours later. We were then 
lying within 2 miles of the shore and within 2 miles of the Orinoco light-ship, which was lying 
J) \\ miles from the shore, though it generally is nnich further out to sea. The revenue-schooner 
*' Gazelle,'' which had left Georgetown before we did, having run down before the wind, came up and 
anchored alongside of us off the Barima half-an-hour after our own arrival. For the return journey against 
the prexailing wind the steamer would have had a much greater advantage over the sailing-vessel. 
As soon as the next dawn enabled us to move with safety, both the steamer and the schooner were run 
into the mouth of the river, and anchored oH' the sand-bank just within Bnrinia Point, on the east side 
of the river. 

As this bank is the point at which the Venezuelans at their recent visit to these parts made their 
chief halt, and as it is also the point at which I strongly reconunend the erection by our Colonial 
Government of a station for police and for general purposes of observation, I inmiediately landel on 
the bank with Mr. Swain. We found that the Venezuelans had cut and stacked fire-wood at various 
places on this bank, and that, at a point somewhat seaward of the bank in the mangrove swamp at tlie 
extremity of Barima Point, they had made a small clearing po8sil)ly — most unsuitably, a« the nature 
E of the soil appears — for the lighthouse, which they informed the neighbouring settlers they intendeil 
to erect. While on this bank we selected the most suitable site for the English stj'ition. 

o. The rest of the day we occupied in visiting, in the tmck of the V enezuelan expedition, the 
court-house, and the various settlements on the eastern side of the Amacura. 

4. The next morning, after instructing Inspector Swain to await my i*eturn in the " Gazelle " 
at Barima Sands, I steamed up the Barima Kiver, passed the mouth of the Morawhana, and up the 
Aruca Eiver as far as the Venezuelan expedition had gone. Turning back the next day, I met the 
steamer at the moutli of, the Morawhana, and visited in my boat the settlements on that remarkahle 
channel connecting the Barima and Waini Ki\'ers. After rejoining tlie steamer we again descended 
the Barima, and at midnight rejoined tlie schooner " (Gazelle " at Barima Sands. 

5. With the exception of the Mission and four other settlements on the Waini Eiver, up which 
it did not seem necessary to take the steamer, I had thus visited all the places recently visited by 
the Venezuelan expedition, and in each of these places I had posted the Proclamation of his Excellency 

^ our Governor concerning the boundary of this Colony. I had explained to the people the English 
claim to the district, and had endeavoured to learn from these people both what the nature of the 
Venezuelan communication with them had been and what views these settlers themselves tcK>k of tlie 
Venezuelan clauus. 

6. The Venezuelans on this occasion committed no offence against life, liberty, or property. They 
confined themselves to commissioning nine officials, apparently answering to rural constables: t<> 
expostulating with the settlers on their English proclivities; to assuring these settlei-s that the 
Venezuelans were about '' to take over again " the district ; and to aimouncing their inteni ion of return- 
ing to the district to carry out this " taking over" about the 28th or :»Oth instant. 

7. I found the settlers, without exception, anxious to claim their rights as British ouojects rather 
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than as Venezuelan. Those of them who had received commissions brought or sent them to me, in J^ 
some eases insisting ou my taking possession of the documents, and in all cases repudiating Venezuelan 
allegiance. 

8. Immediately after my return to Barima Sands I finally fixed on a ]mrticular site for the 

Barima Station, as I had already done on the Aruca for the second station. I engaged such timber 

and other material for these stations as could be procured on the spot, to be ready in a week or ten days. 

and I contracted with one George Jeffrey, who lives near the spot, to erect immediately a small "benab" 

[hut] to serve as a slielter for those engc^ed in the erection of the station, and to serve afterwards 

as a kitclien for the station. 1 then arranged with Mr. Inspector Swain that he should remain in the 

schooner " Gazelle," at Barima Sands, until my return. I left with him, in addition to the crew of the 

schooner, six armed constables and also my own boat's crew of seven hands, with instructions to employ 

all these so far as he conveniently could in clearing and preparing for the erection of the station. A copy 

of the instructions which I left with the inspector is api^nded. I left the mouth of the Barima in 

the steamer at 11 a.m. on the 19th instant, and after a very rough passage reached Georgetown this H 

evening. 

The more general results of my recent experience may be said to be these. I was more than ever 
convinced of the desirnbility both in the interests of the Colony in general and more esjiecially in the 
interests of the large number of British subjects now settled within that district of maintaining what 
is known as Schomburgk's boundary-line, at least, as far as the Amacui-a is concerned, and I was also 
much impressed by the excellence of the opportunity now offered us of securing permanent recognition 
of that line by a little finn but quiet demonstration. To secure this desirable end, I venture most 
strongly to urge the adoption of the following steps : — 

10. In the first place, the Venezuelans on their promised return to the Barima should be met and 
should be effectively and firmly warned off'. I venti re to sugji:est that failing a more competent 
person I should be allowed to return, Imcked with ^^ hatever force his Excellency may think right to 
*yiye me, in time to meet these Venezuelan intruders. ^^ 

11. As a more permanent protection of the frontier, a chain of stations both for ordinary police ^ 
purposes and for general supervision of the district should be erected without a day's avoidable delay. 
These stations should be three in number, of which one is already in existence. 

12. The chief station should be on the Barima Sands commanding the mouths of the Amacnra 
and Barima Rivers, the gates of approach as it were to the district from the side of the Orinoco. This 
should be undertaken first and immediately, and should be placed permanently in charge of a body of 
uot less than eight constables, who should either have with them a resident inspector, or should at 
least be very frequently* visited by such an officer. It is to this station especially that the despatch- 
hoat " Baridie" should be attached to conmiunicate either with the Pomeroon or with Georgetown as 
occasion rtjquires. 

Moreover so great is the immediate need of this station, that until its erection the police schooner 
*' Gazelle " should be left at its present anchoi-age. 

1 H. The second station should be on the Aruca Eiver. This would not only command that river, jj 
the Morawhana and the mouth of the Waini, but would also be in the most thickly populated part of 
the district. This might I think be regarded rather as a court-house than a police-station, and might 
if there is a difficulty about supplying police constables be placed for the present in charge of one or 
niore rural constables. The special site I have to recommend for this station is Issororo, one of the 
tive hills which form a conspicubus feature on the banks of the Aruca. The nature of these hills is 
such as to suggest that this station would also be useful as a sanatorium for any of the police invalided 
from' the lower Harima Station. I would also renew the suggestion made in a previous letter to his 
Excellency, that the Magistrate of the district should spend a considerable proportion of his time at 
tliis station. 

14. The third station would be the present Government building on the Amacura. It is of no 
great importance ; but as it exists, it seems to me just of sufficient value to be retained as an occasional 
court-house, to be maintained, as at present, in charge of a rural constable. 

15. I estimate that the cost of the two new stations required, those on the Barima and the Acui^, E 
would be 600 dollars, 

16. Two other duties seem to me to claim fulfilment by our Colonial Government as administering 
this district One, a matter of only less immediate importance than the erection of the stations, is the 
organization of the Excise and Crown lands of the district. This would, however, probably be more 
easily accomplished after, I would urge immediately after, the erection of the stations. 

17. The second duty is one which during my recent journey has once again most strongly 
impressed itself on my notice. It is the importance of a more accurate survey than yet exists of the 
coast l^etween the mouths of the Pomeroon and the Amacura. As an example of the inaccuracy of the 
present Charts, I may mention that many of these — I think I might say most of these— show a Biver 
Bayrie (between the Pomeroon and the Waini) which almost certainly has no existence. It is not too 
umch to suggest that one most effective, most useful, and at the present moment, in consequence of 
the QxxTvey now being made, unusually feasible method of demonstrating British interest in the land 
between the Pomeroon and the Amacura, would be by extending the new survey up as far as the i? 
mouth of the last-mentioned river. 

18. l-astly, in this report I would enumerate certain items of circumstantial evidence in favour of 
the English claim to this district. It is unnecessary to remind you that the English inherit all the 
Dutch possessed in Guiana, and that the only ditficulty which could arise would be in determining 
what were the exact limits of these Dutch possessions. For this reason especially I would mention , 
the following facts which have recently come to my notice. The Venezuelans during their recent 
incursion into this Colony, evidently impressed with the facts to which I have just alluded, informed 
the settlers at the various places where they landed, that " The English only took over from the 
Dutch, thiat the Dutch never owned the country to the west of the Essequibo, but only borrowed it 
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j^ from the Spanish." This seems to indicate a recognition on their part of the fact that the district in 
question was undoubtedly once at least in possession of the Dutch. This is indeed a conclusion almost 
forced upon all those who visit the district. Only during my recent journey I saw on the Arooka 
several old plantations of cocoa, coflee. and other such plants, and these, anyone aware of the parallel 
history of the Dutch and Spanish in these parts, must almost certainly regard as tnices of Dutch, not 
Spanish occupation. Moreover, as 1 have again had opportunity of hearing within the last few^ days, 
all the traditions of the settlers are of Dutch, not Spanish predecessors. I am assured that a Dutch 
fort exists or did exist some four years ago on the Wainana, close to Pone Pedro, at a distanc-e of 
33 Spanish miles bci/o-nd the Amacura, and tradition still speaks of an iron gate maintained by tlie 
Dutch at Yartiti, a few miles beyond the Amacura, I need hardly allude to the Dutch Post marketl in 
Bourchenroeder's map, traces of which seem still to have existed about 1840. at the time of the 
Schomburgk's travels, though the sea has now washed away the site of that Post. All the^ 
circumstances are circumstantial evidence in favour of the fact that our Dutch predecessors settled 

B and possessed the land even far to the west of the Amacura River ; and that Schomburgk in fixing the 
boundary at that river only did so because he thought it, and I am firmly convinced that he thought 
rightly, the most scientific, and indeed the only possible scientific, boundary. Taking these facts into 
consideration, and also the further fact that the hard working and now considerable population of the 
district is almost entirely of EngUsh, hardly at all of Spanish origin, I venture once more most strongly 
to urge on his Excellency the extreme injustice which would be involved in ceding to the Venezuelans 
any land on this side of the Amacura. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' EVERARD F. im THURN, S,J.P, 







Inclosure 2 in No 921. 
Instructions left with Inspector Suoain on hoard the " Gazelle" off Barima Sands. 



Sir, Jammry 19, 1887. 

I PROPOSE leaving in the " Sproston Wood '* for Georgetown this morning ; but I hope to be 
able to rejoin you here before the end of the month. Until my return, or until you receive further 
instructions, you will be good enough to keep the schooner " (Jazelle " at or near its present anchorage, 
and you will yourself remain within easy communication with her. Should anj' foreigners attempt tn 
land anywhere eastward of the Amakooroo River you will, at the earliest possible moment, hand to 
them a copy of the Proclamation concerning tiie boundaiy of this Colony, recently issued by his 
Excellency our Governor ; you will call their attention to the significance of this Proclamation ; will 
warn tliem to abstain from any interference with the Crown lands of the Colony of British Guiana, or 
with the life, liberty, or property of any subject of that Colony. You will warn them that they will be 
-rj c«illed strictly to account for any such interference. You will after <riving this warning abstain from 
any interference with the proceedings of such foreignei-s, unless their actions are obnoxious to the life, 
hl>erty, or property of any British subject. Should their action be so obnoxious, you will exercise the 
ordinary police powers for its suppression. The firewood which has been cut and stacked, as I am 
informed by Venezuelans, on Barima Point, you will take possession o/*, as having been illegally cut on 
Crown lands ; but you will leave it for the present where it now lies. 

I shall leave my crew of seven men, with my boat, under your charge. I have supplied them 
with provisions. 

So far as is convenient, you will employ the police hands in clearing the site which we have 
together selected for the Barima station. My men you will employ in cutting, and bringing to the 
Barima Sands, troolie thatch for the same station. 

You will be good enough, as soon as possible after my departui^e, to visit William CamplKiU's 
place, and endeavour to arran«^e with him to cut and supply at Barima Sands the timber r^juired for 
Yj the station. I leave with you a list of this timber, with the approximate values. Should Campbell be 
unwilling to do this work, you will use your l)esl endeavour to get it done by some other person. 

I have instructed (^eoi-ge J^tlre}' to erect, under contract, within seven days, a logie on the Barimu 
Sands, to serve as a shelter on shore for those employed in building the station. Should Jefirey 
require any further instruction?, you will use your discretion in giving him these. 

Should a man known as Ramonez, otherwise as William Alfred, visit the district, you will 
endeavour to persuade him to await my return. 

You will be good enough to keep a careful diary of all that occurs during my absence, and 
especially of any information that may be brought to you. 

(Signed) EVERARD F. imTHURN, S.J.P. 



P 



No. 922. 

Governor Sir IL Irving to Secretary of Stoic for the Colonies. 

Sir, Government House, Gcvrgctoum, May 26, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of two reports by Mr. E. F. im Thurn* 
Special Magistrate, upon the upper part of the Pomeroon River District, and the districts lying between 
the Waini and the Aniakooroo Rivers. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY T. IRVING. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 922. 

Special Magistrate im Thnm to Government Secretary/ Austin. 

Sir, Pomerooii River, Septerriber 4, 1886. 

MAY I ask you to submit to his Excellency the Governor the accompanying remarks suggested A. 
by my recent visit to the Barima River ? 

I have &c 
(Signed) " EVEEARD F. IM THURN, S.,J.P. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 922. 

Remarks on the Bariina River IHstrid b/f Everard F. ivi Thumy Special Magistrate of the 

District, September 3, 1886. 

I HAVE the honour to submit for the consideration of his E.Kcellency the outlines of a scheme 
for the better administration of the upper part of tliis district, the part lying between the Waini and B 
the Amakooroo Rivers. I may add that this scheme is a result of the recent journey into the district 
in question with Inspector Stevenson and Dr. Delamere. 

2. In the first place, I would point out that since my previous visit, in 1884, to the same district, 
both the number of the settlers (almost without exception British subjects) in that district, and also 
the extent and excellence of the cultivation in their hands, have increased in the most strikinj:^ degree. 
I append a rough sketch-map of the district, roughly indicating the distribution of this cultivation. It 
will be seen that these so-called " grants " are thirty -two in numl)er, exclusive of such as exist in 
tue British side of the Amakooroo River, which I was unable to visit on this occasion. It will also be 
evident from the map that almost the whole of this cultivation is centred on the Arooka River and the 
Morawhanna Channel. Almost every one of these " grants '* is carefully and excellently drained, and 
has nn area of cultivation varying from 30 to 1 00 acres in extent, and, in short, corresponds in all 
respects in manner of cultivation and drainage with the agricultural grants on the Pomeroon River. 

3. The settlers— almost all of whom are from the Pomeroon, or at least from British Guiana — ^^ 
include black and coloured men, Chinese, East Indians, Portuguese, Frenchmen, and Germans. Some 
have lived in the district for years — for example, a Chinaman, known as Quan'a'to, has been on the 
Arooka for nineteen years ; but most are (juite recent arrivals, and the number of these is being added 

to almost dailv, chietiv from the Pomeroon. Moreover, as indicating' the increase in cultivation and 
production in this district, I may mention that sloops are l)eginning to trade regularly between the 
Arooka — one such sl(X)p is, indeed, owned on the Arooka — and the Pomeroon, and even the George- 
town Market. 

4. Under these circumstances, it seems my duty to suggest that steps should be taken for the 
better administration of the district. 

' 5. To this end, it seems to me that the first step should Ije to arrange for such more perfect exercise 
of the Magisterial jurisdiction that it should be surely felt and recognized by the settlers of the 
district. It is, however, I presume, out of the question, under present circumstances, to appoint a iv 
Magistrate to reside permanently in that part of the district. That being so, certain necessary 
arrangements might be made, and the Magistrate of the Pomeroon district might then, I think, fairly 
be required to reside in this upper part of his district, somewhere about the Barima, for at least a 
month in each half-year, besides, as at present, paying other occasional and more brief visits. It would 
be necessary to erect a fairly convenient, thougli inexpensive, house for the use of the Mai^istrate and 
ot any other Government officials who may have occasion to visit the district. The building recently 
put up by Mr. McTurk on the Amakooroo River, though very useful as a court-house, and more 
especially as being on the extreme limit ordinarily claimed as British territory in that direction, is, on 
account of the unhealthiness of its situation and its distance from any source of fresh water, not 
suitable for a Magistrate's house. I am, at present, inclined to suggest that, if my plan is adopted, the 
required house should be put up on one of the hills of the Arooka River, both because of the healthi- 
ness of the site and because it is the immediate neighbourhood of the most thickly settled part of the 
district. lij 

6. By way of maintaining the necessary comnmnication, I would further suggest that a Govern- 
ment schooner should be placed at the disposal of the Magistrate during the periods of his residence 
in the Barima, and that at other times it should also be at his disposal when requisite, either to convey 
him on his more brief visits, or to convey the necessary summonses and other official documents. I 
would add, though I fear that the expense will at once negative the suggestion, that the substitution 
of a steam-launch for this schooner would render the administration of the districii much more easily 
manageable and ett'ectual. 

7. I must also add that, should these proposals be adopted, I think that the Magistrate of the 
district might fairly ask for an increased travelling allowance, seeing that the amount of travel he 
already has to do is very largely in excess of that in any otiier district in the Colony. 

8. It would be very desirable, though I can hanlly regard it as absolutely necessary at present, 
to station a few police-constables close to the proposed Government centre in that district If, how- 
ever, this is at present impossible, a rural constable with a moderate salary should, I think, be left in V 
charge of the proposed building, and should be expected to communicate frequently with the Magistrate 
during the absence from that part uf the district of tliat official. 

9. Partly by way of providing for the very desirable legular occupation of this constable, and 
partly because it would, I fancy, be a valuable experiment, I would suggest that the hill selected as tlie 
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V site for tlie Magistrate's house should, the soil and conditions appearing to me in most unusual degree 
suitable, be planted with Liberian coflee, nutmegs, and other such economic plants as might be recom- 
mended by tlie Government Botanist. And this cultivation — care being taken to keep it within the 
necessary small limits — should be imder the charge of the resident constable or constables. 

10. Next after regular Magisterial supervision, the greatest need of the district is for some sort of 
regular commissarial supervision. The two points under this head claiming chief recognition are 
(1) the unlicensed sale of spirits and other goods, and (2) the unlicensed use of the Crown lands. 

11. As regards the former of these two points, I may mention that some licences — I think only 
two— for the sale of liquor and other goods have already been taken out in the district, and that tlie 
holders of one of these licences brought me a written staten)ent, which I append, of the burden, as it 
seems to me they fully consider it, of the payment of licence duty, while no steps are taken to 
prevent the very free and extensive sale which at present proceeds in the district by unlicensed 
vendora. 

H 12. On the present unlicensed use of the Crown lands I find it more difficult to report. For 

while I cannot deny that the land used by these people exactly as are the grants on the Pomeroon 
River should from some points of view be paid for as such lands are on the Pomeroon, yet it seems to 
me, on the other hand, that such of these settlers, who have, with a surprising energy parallel to that of 
the first colonists of Guiana, gone into a waste and dreary swamp, and, relying solely on themselves, 
have reclaimed this in most excellent fashion, and turned it to the advantage of the whole Colony — 
that such of these settlers as are already in the enjoyment of established cultivation whennver the 
district is first seriously taken in hand by the Government, should meet with some reasonable dq<ree 
of consideration and favour. On the other hand, when the district has been taken in hand and fit 
rights and allowances have been made to the pioneer settlers, all future settlers may be regarded as iii 
exactly the saiue condition as their fellows elsewhere in the Colony, 

13. As regards commissarial organization, therefore, I would suggest that after such a preliminary 
p examination of the district as the Chief Commissary may direct, and after such consideration as his 

Excellency may esteem right has l>een made to the present settlers, regular commissarial visits to the 
district should be armnged and should be adapted to those of the Magistrate, the home and transport 
accommodation provided for the one official being utilized also for the other. 

14. I must note here that part of the work here suggested for the Commissarial Department 
belongs, of course, really to the Crown Lands Department, and that I have merely grouped them under 
one head for the sake of convenience and brevity. 

15. Yet one more point remains to be noticed, and that is the inland communication between the 
Pomeroon and the Barima Rivers. Under ordinary circumstances, as already suggested, communica- 
tion l)etween these two rivers would be by sea ; but quite certainly many occasions will arise for the 
use of the existing inland communication by the itaboo between the Morooka and the Waini The 
journey by this way is, however, at present, one of very serious difficulty. From the head of the 
Morooka to a point a long way down the Waini— these two points being separated by a distance of about 

■j ) 40 hours' travel — there is no resting-place, and indeed hardly anywhere is there sutficient dry ground 
for more than one man to stand on at a time. Again, from the last-mentioned of these two points 
of the Morawhanna — more than a long day's journey — there is no halting place ; and, moreover, here 
the stench from the onmipresent mangrove swamps is so terrible, that it is almost out of the question 
to put the boat to the side of the river even for a few minutes. Again, the duration of the whole 
journey is much lengthened by the fact that the Morooka- Warini itaboo is much impeded by fallen 

' and overhanging trees. T have, therefore, on this point, to suggest (1) that huts for halting places 
should be erected along the route, and (2) that the itaboo should be cleaned, so far as is possible, 
without incurring any veiy great expense. 

16. I do not think that there is, at precent, any other feature of the Barima district on which I 
need report. 

(Sicrned) EVERAED F. IM THURN, 

^fecial Magistrate of tke Pometooii Judicial JXstrid.* ^ 
K Maccasseema, September 4, 1886. 



IncloBure 3 in No. 922. 
Special Magistrate irii Thvm to Government Secretary Bruce, 

Sir, Pow^oon River, May 4, 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to report my return, two days ago, from the Amakooroo River, and I take 
the same opportunity of informing you of certain matters which have occurred to me during the 
journey just ended. 

'2. i visited the Amakooroo, the Barima, the Arooka (nearly to its source), the Moranhanna and the 
Waini Rivers, thus traversing nearly the whole of the inhabited pait of the district east of the 
'' Pomeroon. No violent changes seem to have taken place since my previous visit. 

3. The \' enezuelan Ught-ship, its repairs finished, has now been moved back to its original 
position, which is some six miles out at sea, in a direct line from Sabanetta point, and I am informed 
that the pilots and others on board this ship have now almost entirely discontinued their visits to the 
land on the English side of the Amakooroo. 

4. Just before my arrival in the Barima, a Venezuelan schooner, the "Carolina" of Cumana, had 
visited that river, and bought and carried away over 800 barrels of corn, in bulk. The "Carolina" had 
been up to Bolivar with a load of salt, and it was on her return thence that she ran into the Barima, 
there disposing of a quantity of cheese, cigars, drip-stones, &c., before taking in her load of com. and 
then continued her return course to CumamL This vessel, and another, are said to be in the habit of 
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visiting the Rarima and Aniak<M)n)o (m similar erran^ls. I need hanlly jM)int out that the Knj^lish A 
nej^^lect of precautions for the levy of duty in those }>arts on eij^ars and other orooiis does not tend to 
secure the reeoi^nition of English authority in those parts. 

5. The roof and frame of the Court station on Barima Sands was as I left it on my previous 
A'isit, and awaits its completion as soon as his Excellency may so order. I venture on(^e more to urge 
the pressing necessity of completing tliis station, an<l of maintaining police or other (iovenunent 
officers there. 

6. But though, as al>ove stated, no violent changes have occurred in the district, the steady and 
giiulual development of the whole country hetween the Amakoorooand the Waini Kivers has continued 
at so very rapid a rate as to have made nujst distinct mark during the few weeks since my i>revious 
visit, and to increase very greatly the nec€\ssity for more efficient regulation of the district in 
(inestion. 

7. This gradual l)ut ra])id change may be said chiefly to have assumed two forms ; one, the rapid 
increase of unlicensed squatting on Crown lands ; the other, the spread of the gold mania which is now -B 
afiectinj? the rest of the Colony. 

8. As regards this squatting, I nnist once more point out tliat it has here taken the form, not 
merely, as up the other rivers of the Cohmy, of the cutting down of a few trees and the running up of 
a few l>enahB, but of the regular clearance an<l drainage, elalKjrate and expensive, of large areas, often 
of a hundred acres an<l more. And it is a noteworthy feature in the attitude of almost all these 
squatters that they are anxious and eager for the proi)er survey of their holdings, and for the 
c(msequent regularization of their j)ositions. So much energy and so nnich UKUiey have these 
S([uatter8, almost all English sulvject^?, ])ut into their work, that it would be, I venture to say, 
most unfair an<l most undesirable to allow them to continue their efforts without giving them 
security by the usual means of survey and the issue of grants. That in entering on this previously 
utterly useless and desolate swamp, and turning it to fruitfulness, these ]>eople have acted without 
authority and entirely on their own responsibility, is, of course tnie, but their fault, taking all the p 
circumstances into consideration, is surely one which merits not the reprobation, but ratlier the 
encouragement and approbation of the English authorities. 

9. And in the train of this stpiatting are naturally following otiier consecpiences. Chief anumg 
these are the incn^fise of population and the many results of this increiise. 

1(1. Most important is the increase in the number of East ImUan immigrants, some free men, 
b!it, I fear, most of them desertera from the estates. As an illustration of tlie increjising number of 
these people, I may mention that almost the only 8(|uattor (a (Tcrman) who expressed himself to me 
as averse to the English retenti(m of this district plainly told me, in answer to my statement that 
the cessation of English authority in those parts would be followe<l by the failure, complete or partial, 
of the supply of agricultuml labour in those i)arts, that he and his fellow squatters were now intending 
to work their lands almost exclusively by East Indian labour, and that the English authorities would 
never l>e able to prevent the constant overHow of East Indian inuuigrants into those parts. Another 
feature in this increase in the numl^er of Etist Indian inuuigrants is the defencelessness of these |) 
people, in so remote a district, against the unjust retenti<m of earned wages by the employers, and 
even against physical violence from the employei-s. On the other hand, in fairness to the squattei*8, 
it must be stated that these employei's sutler greatly from inability to enforce any kind of contract 
for lal.K)ur. On almost everyone of the farms I visited coolies came to me with complaints of the non- 
payment of wages, and s« | natters cAuie to me with c(»ni])laints of desertion cm the part of their coolie 
labourers. In further illustrati(m of this, I may relate that within the last few weeks two East 
Indians, employed at a very isolated farm on the Barima, hearing that there was l)etter pay on the 
Amakooroo, wished to leave tiieir emi)loyer on tlie spot and ttike pjissiige to the last-named river. The 
employer, the East Indians say, refused to give them their wages if they left without notice, struck 
them, and refused to lend them a boat ; whereui)on the two coolies performed, as I know, the almost 
incredible feat r)f walking round from the Barima to the Amakooroo, through the fearful mud swam}> 
which lies l)etween the sea and the forest, a journey of not more, perhaps, than a dozen miles, but 
accomplished of these c(M)lies in, under the circmnstances, the marvellously short time of three days and E 
tliree nights. 

11. Parallel to this question of the East Indians in this district is that of the native Indians, how 
exist in these rivei*s in a state unprecedentedly primiti^'e within the coast region of Guiana, their territory 
tiaving only (piite recently l>een invaded by colonists. The bickerings between the squatters and the 
natives recall those which cK'curred when the Esse(|uibo, the Berbice, and the Demerara received their 
tii*st Dutch colonists ; and the state of uproar among the Indians themselves is such as always occurs 
where civilization, its vices prominent, its virtues not yet evident, is brought into contact with primitive 
folk. One most reprehensible practice of tiie squatters, apjmrently prevalent, but of which I have but 
just become aware, is to employ the authority of one or two assumed or real rural constables to force 
the Indians to IalK)ur on the farms. And as regards the Indians in their own homes, to say nothing of 
the immorality which they are fast learning from their new l)hu*k neighlwjurs, disturbances are l)eing 
(^used by the use of the adopted and adapted weapon of " ol)eah.*' 

12. Other evils in connection with the increase in the population of the district are the absence of ^ 
«luty licensed and controlled shops, and the want of a market for the produce of the farms: one or two 
shop licences have indeed l»een taken out : but not only will the numl)er of thase not l)e increased, 
under the present circumttances, but those already held will be discontinued on the perfectly mtional 
ground, that the free and ludicensed sale of goods is in no way restrained by the Government. As 
regards the uncertainty of a market for tlie [)r(Mluce of this district, that of course arises from purely 
natural causes, and is entirely unconnected with the (rovernment regulation of the district ; but it 
might be possible and advisai)le, always provided tiiat the retention and development of the district is 
desired, to encourage the running of coasting sl(K)ps — two of which are already employed — 1 between the 

< Georgetown market and these rivei>^. 
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A 13. As regards the gold mania, not nnicli need be said ; for it is yet in a latent form. Plans for 

prospecting are, however, l>eing largely arranged, two or more ])rospeeting ])arties are already at work 
in the Waini and Barama Kivers, and others are preparing to start for the Barania, and, especially, for 
the Amakooroo Rivei-s. But no gold, or at least no considerable quantity of gold, seems yet to have 
been obtained in the district. It seems to me, however, highly probable tliat within hardly more than 
a few weeks, the gold-seekers in their advance ^vill have spread yet further some or all of the e\ils of 
which I have spoken as already aff'ecting the cultivated parts of the district. 

14. To sucjgest remedies for all these defects is not easv, and those that 1 do sucjcjest are hardlv 
more than those which I have before urged. 

15. The Magisterial work is increasing at a very great rate. The actual Indk of this work is of 
course ludicrously small as compared with that in other districts of the Colony ; but here it is spread 
over so wide an area, far wnder indeed than in anv other district of the ( 'olonv, even than in tlie 
Essequibo Kiver Districjb, that, at the present rate of advance, it will not l>e long before some extra 

B provision must l>e made. Possibly this might be done, when the time comes, l)y the appointment of a 
Magistrate's clerk or assistant, of sufficient intelligence to be left at one i)art of the district while the 
Alagistrate himself may happen to be at the other. But in the meantime, it is already absolutely 
necessary, if any effective control is to be maintained, to station police at least at two points in the 
district, at Barima Sands and either in the Morawhanna or in the Arooka. It is also most requisite to 
increase the number of rural constables, whenever trustworthy persons can be found for this office. 

16. I need hardly say that I regard three other things as also of great importance: (1) that the 
usual shop and other licences should he issued in the district, due notice being first given to the 
inhabitants that this will l)e done ; (2) that the farms should be surveyed and granted, proper 
allowance being at first made for the circumstances under which there have been already drained and 
worked ; (3) that suitable arrangement should be made for the due collection of Customs. 

17. I-astly, 1 may report that Mr. Commissary Day accompanied me during my recent passage 
p through the district, that he might have an opportunity of examining the country. 

^ I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVERAKI) F. IM THITRN, 

Spreifd Matjidraiv of (lie Pomeroon District. 



No. 923. 
A cthuj Governor of British Quiana to hord Knutsford, 



My Lord, Government House^ Georgetoxon, Dnacrara, Decanher 31, 1887. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt nf your despatch of the 28th Octoi)er, 
D 1887, relative to the grant of a concession for a railway to Guacipati made l)y the President of 
Venezuela to his scm-in-law. 

2. Acting with the advice of the Attorney-Ceneral, Mr. Haynes Smith, I have issued a 
l*roc.lamation, of which I inclose a copy. 

T have. &c. 
(Signed) CHAS. BRUCE. 



Inclosure in 92/ 



Proc Lai nation. 



E 



BRrnSH (lUIAN'A. 



By his Excellency Charles Bruce, Esq., Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael 
and St. (ieorge, Lieutenant-Covemor and Commander-in-chief in and over the Colony of British 
(ruiana, Vice-Admiral and Ordinary of the same, &c. 

(LS.) Chas. Bruce. 

WHEREAS it has come to the knowledge of the Government of British Guiana that certain 
concessions have been granted by the President and by and with the sanction of the Government of 
the United States of Venezuela, purporting to give and grant certain rights and privileges for c/)n- 
structing a railway to (xuacipati, and in and over c'ertain territories and lands within and forming 
part of the Colony of British Guiana : 

Now, therefore, 1 do hereby intimate to all whom it may concern that no alleged rights purporting 
I* to be claimed imder any such concession will be recognized within the said Colony of British Guiana, 
and that all persons found trespassing on or occupying the lands of the Colony without the authoritv 
of the Government of this Colony will be dealt with as the law directs. 

Given under my hand and the public se^il of the Colony, Georgetown, Demerara, this Slst day of 
December, 1887, and in the 51st year of Her Majesty^s reign. 

God sa\'e the Queen ! 

P>y his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) GEO. MELVILLE, 

Acting Government Secretary. 
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No. 924. 

Governor ViHrou7d GormauKton to Lord KnuUfonL 

My Lord, British Guiana^ ApAl 25, 1890. 

SINCE writing my former (leRi)atch of this day's date, I received the inclosed two letters from A 
M. Krogh, acting here unofticially as Venezuelan Consul. 

I had to request M. Krogh to furnish me with a translation of M. Seijas' letter, which he has done. 
I purpose to-morrow to inform M. Seijas that I have no power to accede to his request without 
the special sanction of your Lordship, and that I have written to your Ix)rd8hip inclosing his application 
to me, and asking, jus I now do, for instructions how to act in this matter. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' C30RMANST0N. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 924. 

Sf'Tior Krofjh to Governor Viscount Gormansto7i, B 

(Translation.) 
My Tx)rd, Georgetown, Demermn, April 25, 1890. 

I HAVE the Iwmour to inclose herewith copy of an otticial note I have received from Dr. R. F. 
Seijtis, in his character of Special Envoy of Venezuela to the disputed territory in Guiana. 

Fn fulfilling this (hity, I l)eg you to inform his Excellency the Governor of the contents of this 
communication. 

With, &c. 
(Signed) G. A. KKOGH. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 924. 
Dr. Seijas to Seiwr Krogh. 



No. 925. 
Governor Viscount Gormansfon to Lord Knutsford. 



Government House, Georgetown, Demerara, 
My Lord, Mai/ 9, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's information, translation of a further letter 
which I have received from M. Seijas, through M. Krogh, protesting, on l)ehalf of tlie Venezuelan 
Republic, against the British usurpation of Venezuelan territory, together with a copy of the reply to 
M. Krogh acknowledging the receipt. 

2. I may state that M. Seijas left for Trinidad on the 5th instant. 

I llfLVP (VC 

(Signed) ' (ioKMANSTOX. 







(Translation.) 

Sir, Georgetown, JJemerara, April 25, 1890. 

HAVING ])eeu sent by the (4overinnent of Venezuela to fulfil certain functions in the disputed 
territ^>ry of Guiana, 1 have c-ome here to learn the real progress of the invasion, as this Colony is the 
point whence expeditions, both j)ublic and private, start to establish themselves in districts of 
Venezuelan (Tuiana, and even in places never before claimed by Her Majesty's Government, on the 
strength of public Acts and of concessions of lands and mines. As it appeared to me logical and 
reasonable that his Excellency the (lovernor, being so well acijuainted with the wishes of the Imperial 
Government, must have authority to treat about the delimitation or to propose a modus vivendi until 
both nations arrive at a final settlement of the dispute, I spoke to him in this sense during the private 
visit which I had the honour of paying him yesterday. j^ 

His Excellency answered that he had no instructions to that effect, and at the same time expressed 
a wish to be informed by letter of the purpose and object of my mission. I hasten to satisfy him with 
that frankness, loyalty, and good faith with which the present Government of Venezuela treat all their 
business, by stating that my object is to see, to examine, and investigate, on the ground itself, the real 
state of the (][uestion, to sift the exactness of the plans and maps drawn up, and the points where the 
English have fixed posts, so that my Government may be informed of all these details, and may be 
able to guide their conduct with safety. 

T venture to hope that you will be so good as to send a copy of this communication to his 
Excellencv the Governor of Demerara, and remain, &c. 

(Signed) R. F. SEIJAS. 



E 
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luclosiire in No. 92;"). 

I)r, Seljas to Seiiof* Kroffh. 
(Translation.) 
Sir^ Geonjefofcn, Demerara, April 30, 1890. 

AMOXGST the instructions which \ liave received from the (Jovernnient of Venezuela, as shown 
to you on the day of my arrival in this Colony, tliere is one impressing upon me the (hity of protestint^ 
against the British usurpation of our territory, should the facts fretpiently repoited to the Government 
of Venezuela be true. And as the said facts are so well known here as to l)e l)eyond doubt, 1 think it 
now time to carry out my instructions; therefore, in the name of tlie Republic, I hereby solemnly an<i 
publicly protest : 

1. Against all official acts authorized by the Government of Demerara, with or without the sanction 
of Her Majesty's Government, in any way seeming to encroach on the territorv of Venezuela. 

2. Against intrusion of authorities or other persons who (with the tolerance, permission, or order 
of the 8(iid authorities) enter the Venezuelan territory by the EssecpiilK) River or by any other river 
within the territorial limits of the Republic, l)y which there is no authorization or permission to enter, 
nor is any exterior commerce of any kind whatever authorized or permitted. 

,S. Against all acts of the Government of Demerara intending to enlarge the limits of the Colony 
■B encroaching on the lands of Venezuela, whicli lands l)egin on the north of the mouth on the we^st and 
south of the River Essequibo. 

4. Against all concessions of lands, forest, mines, &c., wliich liave been granted by the (iovernment 
of Demerara north of the Essequibo River, whicli is the limit (jf the Colony, as (mly the (4overnment of 
Venezuela has power to grant such concessions. 

5. Against the establishment of English settlements in the (.'uyuni, Pomeroon, Harima, Amatuira, 
or any other river, or part of the Venezuelan territory. 

6. Against the British jurisdiction established, and of the civil authorities, be it j)olice or any 
other, in territory of Republic. 

7. Against the exploitation of the natural productions of the Venezuelan territory, and their 
exportation by ways unauthorized for foreign commerce : and without the previous permission and 
authorization of the Venezuelan (Tovernnient. 

p 8. Against the fre(pient intrusions on the territ«)ry of the Rejaiblit', no mattei* f<»r what object. 

^ 9. Against all or any other establislnuent within the jurisdiction of the Goveriunent of Venezuela : 

also against any line or lines of steamers or siii ling- vessels to ply on the sea-coast and rivers of the 
territory of the said Republic. 

10. Against all or any British expeditions, otticial or private, either composed of British subjects 
or subiects and citizens of any other nation, who, leaving Demerara, en tin- the territ<»ry of Venezuela ; or 
who, coming from abroad, land in the Sfiid tenitory with the tacit or expressed consent of the 
(fovernment of the Colonv. 

11. Against the establishment of stations, either police, military, naval or any other; buoys, 
light-ships, lighthouses, and the opening of roads of any kind in Venezuelan soil. 

12. Against the destruction t)f any rapids which may obstruct the navigation (»f any river within 
the territory of Venezuela; against the catechizing of any aborighial Indian or Indians within the 
jurisdiction of the Hepublic, and also j^ainst the establishment (»f Missions or any religious oixler <»f 

J) any kind. 

I further declare that the (Jovernment of the United States of Venezuela have already pnitested, 
and by these presents do protest, against all and every act or acts which are known t(» the Govern- 
ment of the Republic, and named in the foregoing twelve Articles: that the said (xovernment of 
Venezuela disowns the legality which may be imputed to such ticts, which are, and will always l>e, 
nidi, void, and of no value whatever : and finally, reserving all rights, the Venezuelan (4ovemment 
will make them valid in due time and ]>lace. Now, I hereby ratify and confirm this the said ]>rotest 
of the Republic of Venezuela. 

Please transmit this jn-otest and declaration to his Excellency the (kivernor of Demerara (British 
(fuiana), and kindly oblige me with an acknowledgment of its receipt. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J{. F. SKUAS. 



E 



No. 92G. 



Colonial Procliunntlon of July 18, l8iH). 



Burnsu Guiana. 

( i eorgetown, ,/a/y 19, IS HO. 
By his Excellency the Right Honoural)le the Visttount (Tormanston, Knight ('ommander of the Must 
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. (ieorge, Governor and Commander-in-chief in and 
1^1 over the (-olony of Ih-itish Guiana, Vice- Admiral and Ordinary of the same. i^c. 

(L.S.) GOHMANSTON. 

WHEREAS, bv Ordinance No. G of the year 187.*>, it isl enacted that the (rovernor niav. bv 
Proclamation, from time to time, alter tlie limits, or add to or diminish the n\imljer of the fiscal districts 
of the Cohmv: 
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And whereas it is exi>e(lient to establish an atiilitional (Ustrict to he called the Ponieroon district, A 
and alter the limits of the north-western fiscal district as estabhshed by rroclaniation of his 
Excellency the Governor, l»earint^ the date tiie l/nd day of June, 1888 : 

Now, therefore I do, by this ni}" Proclamation, estaVilish an additional district to he called the 
Pomeroon district, and alter the limits of the said north-western district, as defined in the Proclama- 
tion aforesaid, and I do proclaim that the limits of the said fiscal districts shall l)e respectively as 
follows : — 

Pomeroon Distinct — From and inclusive of plantation "Hope and Success," the Pomeroon River 
and its tributaries, including the Tapacooma Lake, and all the land around the said lake to the back 
dams of the sugar and other j)lantations adjoining the said lake : the Marooka Kiver and its tributaries 
as far as and inclusive of the Kamwatta Creek. 

Nortli'Westeiii District. — From, but exclusive of the Kamwatta C'reek, and inclusive of the Waini 
River and its tributaries, the Ikrima River and its tributaries, the Amokooroo River and its tribu- 
taries on the right bank as far as the boundary of the Colony extends. B 

Given under my hand and the public seal of the Colony at the (ruiana Public Buildings, George- 
town, Demerara, this 18th day of July, ISDO, and in the fifty-fourth year of Her Majesty's rei<m. 

God save the Queen ! 

Bv his Excellency's connuand, 

(Signed) ' FRANCIS VILLIERS, 

Acting Government Secretavif. 



No. 927. 
Viscount Gomianston to Lord Knutsford, 



No. 928. 
Viscount Gomiansto7i to Lord Kmttsford, 



c 



Government House^ Georget^non, Demerara^ 
My Lord, December 16, 1890. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt on the 10th instant of your despatch of the 
25th November, with its inclosures, relative to alleged proceedings by Venezuelans in the territories of 
Yuruari Delta and (Joagiva and on the Cuyuni. 

2. A few days before the receipt of your despatch I had instructed Mr. McTurk to proceed on an 
expedition to the Cuyuni, in consequence of nmioura that the Venezuelans are working " placers ** 
within our territory in that district, and to go far enough up that river to be able on his return to give 
me reliable information as to the position of affairs in the locality. 

3. I will communicate again with your Lordship on his return. 

T have &c T^ 

(Signed) ' GORMANSTON. 



Government House, Georgetown, Demerara, 
My Lord, February 3, 1891. 

ADVERTING to my despatch of the 16th December last and to pre\dou8 correspondence relative 
to alleged proceedings of Venezuelans on the Cuyuni. I have the honour to inform you that 
Mr. McTurk has returned from his expedition. E 

2. I inclose a copy of Mr. McTurk's report, and of the letter of instructions addressed tx) him 

in reply. 

T have &c 

(Signed) ' GORMANSTON. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 928. 
Special Magistrate McTurk to Government Secretary Sir C. Bruce. 

Sir, Kalacoon, January 20, 1891. 

REPORT having been made to me on several occasions by Indians during the past six months F 
that the Venezuelans were making settlements on the right bank of the Cuyuni River, I forwarded the 
information so received to you, stating at the same time that I could place no reliance on the 
information which might be greatly exaggerated, and suggested that on my return from the Essequibo 
I should proceed up the Cuyuni, and correctly ascertain what was being done — if anything — by the 
Venezuelans in that locality. 

The suggestion being approved of, I left Kalacoon on the morning of the 19th December, 1890, 
with one batteau and eight men. Unfortunately for us, the rain commenced to fall from the time we 
left, and was almost incessant, day and night, to the 12th January. As a consequence of the constant 
ram the river rose rapidly. This increased the current, and made the ascent of the river slow and 

[696-6] 3 S 
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A laborious, besides entirely altering the a})j>earance of tlie channels which I had passed through on 
previous occasions. 

At the falls of Payuea, through the c^irelessness of the man liolding the bow of the boat, it was 
allowed to sheer out, and in an instant it was broadside to the cuiTcnt, Jind the rope by which some of 
the men were hauling up the boat dragged out of their Jiands. Fortunately, tb.ere were no rocks in 
the main fall, and the boat went down safely, but was nearly filled witli water. Myself and two men 
went down the fall with the boat. We got it in and bailed it out quickly, and then dragged it up 
inshore to where the rest of the men could get at us. Luckily the rice did not get wet, and, beyond a 
few biscuits, nothing was lost. One of our barrels of flour l)urst from the damp a day or two after, 
but we used the damp flour at once and lost none of it. 

Wo passed the last place on the 24th December, and si)ent our Christmas Day a])out li miles 
l)elow the falls of Wakuy-wang. On the 29th December the channel we liad chosen among the 
islands became so narrow and obstructed by falls and " tacoubas," that at .*>*30 p.m. we liad U) turn 
^ l)ack and seek another' route. On the .*)Oth December we hauled the boat over eighteen falls. 

On the 1st January, at 9 A.M., we came out from among the islands into tlie open river above 
Kan aima Falls. Here we met the first Indians — three Caribs fishing. On th 2nd January we first 
siiw the mountahis, Moweocarroo and Itiribang-tipu ("tii)u" means mountain)^ (^n the oth January 
we met a woodskin with some Accowois Indians: they informed me that the Venezuelans were digging 
gold at the placers on the right bank of the (.'uyuni, at a place called Siniiri, and higher up oj)posite 
the moutli of the Yuruari. 

On the 8th January, at 8 a.m., we saw a canoe ahead tied to the liushes on the left bank of the 
river, and shortly after, a little al)ove on the opposite side, came to the ])lace called Simiri. Here we 
saw the first of the Venezuelans. I did not bind, but spoke to them from the boat. They informed 
me that they were prospecting for gold, and were a Conn)any. tlie heads of which were Oenerals Para and 
Bastidas. Oeneral Para had gone to Callao, and was daily exi)ected, and General liastidiis was out 
p hunting. They asked my name, and on my informing them said they had heard of me, and knew who 
1 wiis. We then went (m, and cami>ed this afternoon within siglit of the mouth of Yunuiri. I did 
not wish to come on the Venezuelans here, or cam)> near them with their knowleilge so late in 
the dav. 

On the 9th January, at 6'>0 a.m., we arrived oi)i)osite the mouth of the Yuruari. Here were a 
number of Venezuelans, Caribs, and half-breeds, and one man who said he came from Dominica. 
They informed me that they were ))art of the same Company we had seen at Simiri, which they called 
Algarobo. There was another settlement on the o))})osite side above the mouth of the Yuruari. I was 
told there were no other settlements excej)t of Indians on the right l)ank higher up. I remained at 
this settlement opj)()site the mouth of the Yuruari unlading, cleaning, and relading the boat until 
10 A.M., when we left on our return. From what I learned from the people here. General Kriceno is 
also one of the Gompany. This is the same General who came to Kalacoon last year, and calle<I 
himself a " Gonnnissioner on the J^oundary (piestion." 
Y) At midday we met a canoe asc(»nding the river, in which was (Jeneral Francisco Bastidas and two 

Indians. The (Jeneral, a white man, was armed with a revolver, gun, and a long knife-like weapon, 
which appeared like a sword without its guard. I waited till he came uj). and asked his name, and 
informed him who I was. He wished to know wliat I was doing there. I informed him that I was 
^lagistrate of the district, and was on an ordinary \'isit of ins])ection. He said that he understood that 
the locality was all Venezuelan. I explained to him as well as I could that there was a disjuite 
existing between Her ]\rajesty's (Jovernmcnt and that of Venezuela jus to the right to the land on the 
left l)ank of the Guyuni in that neighbourhood, but that we did not admit that there was any dispute 
to the land on the right bank, and which formed a part of the Colony of British Guiana, and over 
which the Government of that Colony exercised jurisdiction, and would enforce it if necessary ; that it 
formed jiart of the district over which I was appointed Magistrate?. H(^ then in(piired what should be 
done if he found gold. I informed him that he would have to get a concession of the land from his 
Excellency the Governor of British Guiana, and work it according to the laws i)rovided for gold- 
J] mining in other parts of the Cohmy. I also informed him that I was the (iold Connnissirnier. He 
then asked me for pennission to work, and I said he could pros})ect wherever he liked within the 
limits of the Colony, and in the event of his finding a paying ])lace he would have to come to Kalacoon, 
the position of which 1 pointed out to him <m the Chart, and go through the usual formalities to 
acquire legal possession of the land for mining purposes. He seemed a civil and quiet man; he said he 
was going to the mouth of the Yuruari, and, bidding each other adios, we parted. 

At l;>0 P.M., Oth, T arrived at Algarobo or Simiri: the former is the Spanish and the latter the 
Indian name of the locust tree common throut^hout the Colony. We went ashore here and made our 
camp, intending to stay until next moniing. Those who were here — three white men, three coloured 
men, one boy, and two women — were very civil, and treated me with all the kindness in their power. One 
man was ill with fever, and I gave him some c[uinine and other medicines. They informed me here 
that they had sunk three shafts on to the (juartz, but had found nothing ye't. I saw one of the shafts; 
it was about 50 feet in depth, but not timbered, (general Para had gone to (,'allao for provisions, as 
F they were getting short, and to bring his family, wife and three children, and that General Bastidas, 
whom T had met that day, had gone to hurry him btick. They also intended going further down the 
river to the Ekereku creek near the mountains, to establish a prospecting cam]) there. 

I left this plac».e at daylight next morning, 10th, and on the morning of the K)th January arrived 
at a Carib settlement above the Kanaima Falls. 1 went in here, and, after vovy great persu<asion, got 
the only man there who could speak a little English to go with us as a ])ilot. ( >n the 14th the boat went 
twice on the rocks, the fii^t time s))litting the larboard stre\ak. and the second time pitching me out, 
when I got a number of bruises. 'Jliis was through no fault of the stccrsmnn, but because we came so 
suddenly on the rocks round points above them. We then had t(> chuir a road across an island about 
400 yards long, lay rollers, unload, and haul the boat over. This occupied nearly half a-ilay. At 
12-30 P.M. we started from the other sid(\ 
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Tlie api)eamnce of the river from the lower side of this portacre was moat appalling ; as far as the A 
view was clear the river was a seetliing mass of liroken water, with iminerous whirlpools and pointed 
rocks showintj^ between the waves. We all viewed them with dread, knowing we had to pass over 
them somcliow. Placing myself at the highest part of the lading with the glasses, I directed the 
steersman, and hy alternately running and lowering, at 1 P.M. came out into clear water, finisliing one 
of tlie most dangeroTis passages througli falls it has been my lot to experience. 

On the Inth Jannarv we had to unload and haul over the boat twice owing to the size of the falls 
swollen by the rains, and again once more on the 17th. On this morning the boat was flung bodily 
on to a rock by the bursting up of the water, the uprising of the accumulated water from below. One 
man, who was standing up at the time, was thrown several feet clear of the boat, and was driven down 
the fall, but clung to some bushes below. We jumped on to the rock, and at the next uprising of the 
water the boat swung round and floated off ; one man not jumping in in time was left on the rock. 
As soon as we acquired control over the boat, we picked up the men holding on to the bushes, and 
went as near as we could to the other on the rock, about 40 yards off", as we could get no nearer ; he ^ 
was motioned to swim, and I stood ready with a rope to throw to his assistance ; he jumped in and 
reached the boat safely. AVe arrived, without further mishap, at the penal settlement at 10'30 a.m. 

Beyond being much bruised, the liealth of all has been good during the whole journey. 

We were seventeen days going up, seven and a-half days coming down, four Sundays, one Christ- 
mas Day : total, twenty-nine and a-half days. 

I have, 6zc. 
(Signed) :\nCHAEL McTUKK. 



Inclosure 2 in No. 028. 
Gorernmnif Secretary >S'ry C. Bnice to Special McfjlHtmtc Mr Turk, 



c 



Gavernmcnt SvcretnnjH Offi<'(\ (iforgetown, Bemcrara, 
Sir, Fvhrvary 3, 1891. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20tli Januaiy, reporting on your 
expedition up the Cuyuni, and on the proceedings of certain Venezuelan s(iuatters on the right 
bank of the river. 

2. The (Governor desires me to convey to you his thanks for the services rendered by you on this 
occasion in circumstances of considerable difficulty and danger. 

3. As soon as the rainy season is over, and the navigation of the river can be effected with safety, 
it is the Governor's wish that you should return to the settlements which form the subject of your 
IJeport, and take with you such forms and documents as may be necessary with a view to placing the j\ 
settlers in legal tx'cupancy of the localities they may desire to exj)l()it under the Crown lands and 
Mining Eegulations of this Colony. 

4. You will be good enough to assure the settlers that every facility will be given to them to 
enable them to comply with the requirements of the liegulations if they are willing to sign the 
necessary documents and pay the usual fees and royalties. Should they, however, refuse to avail 
themselves of the opportunity thus offered them to conform to the laws of the Colony, you will warn 
them off* the temtory within the Schomburgk line. 

5. In view of the difficulties of transit between the district oji))osite the mouth of the Yuruari and 
Kalacoon, I am to recjuest you to submit arrangements by which the re([uirenients of the Crown lands 
and Mining Iiegulations may be met without the necessity for the tedious and ilitticult journey U> 
Kalacoon. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CHAS. BKUCE. E 



No. 929. 
Lord G(rrvuinHtoii to Lord Knuisford. 

Government House, Georqetoio^i, Dtnirrant, 
My Lord, March 11, i«91. 

WITH reference to the correspondence noted in the margin, I have the honour to transmit co[)y 
of a letter received from Mr. im Thurn, reporting the arrival of Venezuelan settlers on the left bank 
of the Amakooroo. 

The arrival of these settlers was subsequent to the death of William Campbell, reported in my 
despatch of the 10th instant, which occurred in the district, but I liave no information to show that 
it has any connection with that event. Some of the settlers have visited our side of the river, but no 
indication of any hostile intentions has been reported to me. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GORMANSTOX. 



T^^ 
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Inclosure in Xo. 929. 

Govniimoft Agent im Thurn to Governmtut Sfcrctan/ Sv' C. Bruce. 

Goveminent Agemjcy, North- West District, 
Sir, March 4, 1891. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that on the 27th January a sloop arrived in the Amakooroo 
from Bolivar, bringing a party of 49 men, 11 women, and 3 children, all Venezuelan Spaniards by 
birtli, to colonize tlie left bank of the Amakooroo River. Some of these persons are to be given free 
grants of land, others are to be employed on the existing farms, all are to be supported by the Govern- 
ment for the first four months. 

2. A second sloop with a second similar party of immigrants is shortly expected. 

3. I think it right to inform you of this Venezuelan scheme for strengthening their frontier on 

the Amakooroo. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' EVERAED F. im THUEN, 

Gi>mrnme7it A(/e7it. 



n 



No. 930. 

Lord KnuUford to Lord Gormaiiston, 

lly Lord, Domning Street, March 30, 1891. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 3rd ultimo, forwarding 
Mr. McTurk's report of his journey to the junction of the Cuyuni and Yunian, and to express my 
sense of Mr. McTurk's energy and tlie good judgment which he used in dealing with the Venezuelan 
intruders. 

I approve of the instructions which you have given to Mr. McTurk for his further guidance, but 
n T would also suggest, for your consideration, the expediency of establishing a permanent police station 
at some convenient point, as near as may l>e to tlie junction of the Cuyuni and Yuruan. 

I need hardly pouit out to you the great importance to the maintenance to the British title to 
this distant part of the Colony, in order that no pretext may be afforde<l to the Government of 
Venezuela for liereafter disserting that they did certain acts or enforced certain claims which were not 
immediately and effectively protested against by Her Majesty's (xovernment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) KNUTSFORD. 



Ko. 931. 

Venezvelan Decree, S(^tember 12, 1891. 

(Translation.) 

Dr. R. Andueza Palacio, Constitutional President of the United States of Venezuela, &c., with the vote 
of tlie Federal Council, 

Decrees : 

1. THAT a cart-road l)e constructed in the State of Bolivar, starting from the place where the 
old Mission of Ciira formerly existed, and terminating at the junction of the River Yuruary with the 
Cuyuni. 

2. That a C'onimission, composed of Citizens Dr. Miguel Parra Hernaiz, Ramon Meijas,- Diego 
■p Urbaneja Manrique, Francisco Fleury, and George E. Weber, be charged with the administration and 

direction of the works. 

3. Tliat the expenses of the construction of the said work will be defrayed from the National 
Treasury and charged to tlie account of Public Works, for which purpose the sum of 4,000 boHvares 
will be assigned fortnightly, and, beginning with the present fortnight, will be delivered to the above- 
named Commission. 

4. That the Minister of Public Works is charged with the execution of this Decree. 

Given, signed, and sealed with the Great National Seal, and countersigned by the Minister of 
Public Works, in the Federal Palace of the Capital, at Caracas, on this 12th day of September, 1891, 
vear of the Law 23, and of the Federation 33. 

(Signed) R. ANDUEZA PALACIO. 

(Countersigned) German Gimknez, 

Minister of Public Works. 
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No. 032. 

Special Oinler jwhlished by the Venezuelan Government, 

Ministry of the Interior, Ca^'dcas, 
Citizen General Daniel Briceno, el Callao, September 14, 1891. 

OX account of the news of the new pretensions of the Englishman McTurk advancing in his A 
invasion in the Cuyuni, the President of the Eepublic, at a meeting of the Cabinet on the 7th instant 
(September), commanded that you should proceed with a body of fifty police to the site or place where 
the Yuruan flows into the Cuyuni, invested with the character of National Cormnissary, for the 
purpose of inspecting the true attitude of the English in those regions, and with your well-known zeal 
and prudence, so well employed on other occasions, cause the rights of the Eepublic, in all places 
belonging to it, to be respected. 

By a Resolution of the same day, fifty police, armed, were placed at your orders, but, owing to my 
sudden illness, I was unable to transmit to you this appointment, with the necessary instructions in 
referenbe to this affair, and the which I now send you under separate cover, with the object that you 
will l>e good enough to set out for your post as soon as possible. 

The police will be provided with a supply of rations from their own authoritities, and you, in 
union with your chief, will determine how best they may ]>e looked after, so that they may not suffer 
any want, either by taking witli you funds, or a supply of provisions, according as it seems best to you. ■" 

As to your own pei^onal expenses, at first, please negotiate through any house of business in 
El Callao for the sum of 1,600 bolivares, and draw at sight upon this Department in the same 
manner. 

This appointment as National Commissary, and the instructions therewith connected, will be 
confirmed to you by mail. 

God and Federation, 

(Signed) S. CASANAS. 



No. 933. 
Re (solution published by the Venezuelan Government. ^ 

Ministry of the Interior, Oardcas, Septemier 18, 1891. 

Ilr.'iolved, — ^The President of tlie Repuljlic, witli the deliberate vote of the Federal Council, has 
considered it well to command that, in the site most favourable, and in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the confluence of the River Yuruan with the River Cuyuni, a body of police be stationed, under the 
orders oi a National Commissary, for the purpose of protecting the interests of the citizens established 
in those places ; and at the same time a Commission of Colonization be appointed for the same place, 
which is the same as that already named for the opening up of a cart-road commanded to be 
constructed to that point in accordance with the Resolution of the Ministry of Public Works, and the 
supervision of the national line of telegraph, the first section of which is arranged to start from 
El Callao to the site of Ciira ; and that, by means of a Special National Delegate, the works that are 
already there established l)y various Venezuelans, civilized (reduced.? i.e., the Indians), may lie jy 
organized, and the neighbouring indigenes l)e protected, and given all kinds of immunities and 
privileges ; and in like manner that the interests of all foreigners who may wish to settle in that 
privileged locality l)e protected. 

The National Commissary, who is imder the special orders of the Federal Executive, is the 
fiui)erior authority of the place, the colonization of which is now arranged, as this place forms an 
integral part of the mining district of the Yuruary, until such time as the Colony reach the conditions 
necessary to be governed in what relates to the civil power by the President of the State of Bolivar. 

The Commission of Colonization will enjoy no emoluments nor salary ; for thus it has been 
pr()j>osed by the citizens, whose appointments ai-e made by a special Resolution ; and the Delegate of 
the Colony will have a monthly allowance of 600 bolivares assigned to him, which wiU be paid by the 
Intendancy of the Treasury of Yuruary, and will l)e charged to that branch of the accounts, arranged 
in conformity with the Resolution of the (.-ongress of the 18th April, 1890. 

I-et it be comnmnicated and published. E 

For the National Executive, 
(Signed) S. CASANAS. 



No. 934. 

lAcuicnant-Gocernor Sir C. Brace to Lo'rd Kmitsfm^d. 



Government HoKse, Georgetovmy D&inerara, 
My Lord, September 19, 1891. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the lltli August, reporting the departure of Mr. Michael 
McTurk on a visit to the district of the Upper (Juyuni, 1 haNe the honour to inform you of Mr. ^ 
McTurk's return, and to transmit to you copies of his report on his journey, and of a supplementary 
letter relative to one of the matters into which I had asked him to inquire. 

[696—6] 3 T 
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A 2. At a meeting of the Combined Court on the loth instant I obtained a vote for a sum of 

3.500 dollars for the establishment of a police-station, in accordance with the recommendation of 
Mr. McTurk, who will take the matter in hand without delay. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) ' CHAS. BRUCE. 



Inclosure 1 in No. 934. 

Special Magistrate McTurk to Government Secretari/ Villiera. 

Sir, Kalawon, September ?• 1891. 

15 I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor, 

that 1 left Kalacoon for the Upper Cuyuni Eiver on the morning of the 22nd July with one " batteau " 
and a crew of eleven men. 

Beyond the usual hauling over falls and portages, nothing of moment occuiTed until the 29th, 
when we passed the last " placer," in the occupancy of Eichards and Co. ; the men here reported to 
me that they had seen and conversed with the pei-sons from the Otomung Creek, and who said they 
had been robbed by the Venezuelans. 

On the Ist August I arrived at the portage Wohenohpoh, and remained there over Sunday, 
getting the " batteau " hauled over and provisions across to the upper side of the portage. The 
navigation of the river for a day above and below this portage is exceedingly intricate and dangerous, 
owing to the number of islands that divide the channels and the many falls and rapids. 

At midday on the 4th August I arrived at the Otomung Creek. There I saw some Indians, who 

r^ confirmed the report of the " placer " in that creek. They could not give me the names of any of the 

robbers, but said in a general way they were " Spaniors " (Spaniards). The persons who had been 

robbed were away in Georgetown, or somewhere else, and the Indians were, at the time I was there, 

burning the forest to make a cassava field for them, so that evidently they intend going back. 

At midday on the 5th August we passed the mouth of the Acarabisci Creek, our boundary on 
the northern side of the Cuyuni. 

On the 7th, at 12*15 p.m., we passed the mouth of the Cooromoo Creek. Here we saw a Vene- 
zuelan canoe tied to the bushes ; we had passed another a short distance lower down. The Cooromoo 
is one of the largest tributaries of the Cuyuni, and has been used of late by the Venezuelans, who 
come from the neighbourhood of Tumeremo. There are no falls in this creek, but I am told it is 
much obstructed by fallen trees and sand-banks, and it is not likely to become a much frequented 
route to and from the Cuyuni without the expenditure of much time and labour in clearing it. The 
Uruari, on the contrary, which falls into the Uruan, is, excepting falls, a clear river up to Callao. 
J) At 8 A.M. on the 8th I arrived at the mouth of the Ekereku Creek, and found that the Vene- 

zuelans had made a settlement there since my last visit. 

All the men were away, and had gone to Tumeremo for provisions — so T was told by the wife of 
General Para— and were expected daily. I remained here for an hour and went on. Although there 
was no rain, the river commenced to rise rapidly from to-day. 

On Wednesday, the 12th August, I arrived at the mouth of the Uruari, and camped opposite on 
the English side. There were a large number of Venezuelans in a camp on the opposite side. One of 
them whom I knew came over to me, and he told me they were a party that were mining there in the 
quartz. I remained here all Thursday, and, with the permission of the miners, \4sited and went down 
in their mines. 

The upper mine seems the best, and the surface quartz shows gold plainly in some places (see 
sample). I did not see any l)elow. In the lower mine I was told they had found " colour," but saw 
none myself. The upper mine was to be inspected by experts from El Callao, and a " corriala," with 
E Indians, went to fetch them and some Venezuelan Government officials on the morning that I arrived 
and were to return on the 28th. 

On the 14th I left the mouth of the Uruari, and continued my journey up the Cuyuni. During 
the whole of this day's journey the river was free of falls and islands. It narrows considerably above 
the mouth of the Uruan, but is deep, and the banks in general high, the highest land on the southern 
side, as is the appearance all tlie way up this river. 

On the 15th, at 11 p.m., we arrived at a large fall, and, two of the men l>eing sick, camped. On 
the 16th, at 9 A.M., hauled over the " Imtteau," and, having the lading and two sick men, went on 
until 2 P.M., when I turned back. The river was free of rapids and deep, and divided into many 
channels by a number of islands just above falls, which I afterwards was told is called Mocowaka, and 
seems to be the farthest point up that the Venezuelans have been. Above the falls the land is high 
and sandy with " wallaba" forest — such as I had not seen on any other part of this river. I returned 
to our camp at 4.30 p.m. There was a heavy thunderstorm this evening, and the rain fell in torrents. 
^ The river rose so rapidly that at midnight our camp was flooded, and we had to get into our " batteau," 
and leave for our camp at Uruari. The current was strong, and we arrived there at 5 P.M. on the 17th 
I ascertained the position of the Mocowaka Fall to be by observation in latitude 6° 32' 24" north, and 
longitude by chronometer 61*^ 42' 45" west. 

I remained at the mouth of the Uruari, hoping to meet the officials from Callao, until the 20th 
when I heard from some people who came down tlie Uruari that they did not intend coming until Sej>- 
tember. In the meantime, I made a survey of the junction of the Cuyuni and Uruan (Chart attached). 
There had been a " pronunciamiento," or petty revolution of some kind at Callao on the 22nd July, and 
this had detained the party. 

While here I ascertained that one Antonio Monagas wai5 the chief of the party who robbed the 
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" placer " in the Otoniung Creek. He was one of the party who came to my house with General Frans. A 
Bastides in May last, and was now at Tiuneremo. 

In person I warned all the Venezuelans who were living on the right bank of the Cuyuni that they 
were residing within the Colony of British (luiana, and that, while there was no desire on the part of 
the Government of that Colony to molest them in any way, they were distinctly to understand that they 
would have to obey its laws. They seemed rather pleased at the idea, and expressed their complete 
satisfaction, saying at the same time that the A^enezuelan Government would not then be able to impress 
them for soldiers. I told them that as long as thev obeved the laws no one would be allowed to 
interfere with them while they were resident on and within our boundaries. As far as they were able 
they treated me with hospitality and respect. 

Now that there is a probability of mines being worked at the mouth of the Uruan, and the popu- 
lation increasing, I think it would be well for the Government at once to set about the building of a 
police and Government station here in connection with the gold-mining industry. The mines in the 
TJniari district are failing, and prospecting parties are being sent out seeking new ones, and it will stop ^ 
all after dispute if persons prospecting within our territory are made to conform to the mining 
Eegulations from the moment of their commencing to work within it, and this can only l)e enforced by 
putting a station at the mouth of the Unian, with officers to enforce the Regulations. It will need 
considerable tact to deal with persons at such a distance from head-quarters, but it can be done. 

The principal difficulty will be in keeping the station supplied with food, and as a first stej) in 
this direction I have aiTanged with three Indians to cut and plant a cassava field, and saw them begin 
it l)efore I left. The cost will be about 45 dollars, so that, in the event of his Excellency the Governor 
not putting a station here, much will not be lost, and it will be of very material l)enefit if he decides 
to do so. 

To put up a station at the mouth of the Uruan, it will be necessary to cut and square the timber 
in the immediate neighbourhood, and men will have to be taken up there for the purpose, as also to 
saw up such logs into boards as may be needed for partitions and flooring. The roof can be covered p 
with galvanized sheets, as they are light, and stow well in a " batteau," and there is no good thatching 
palm in the neighbourhood. In any case, thatch made of i)alm-leaves does not last long, unless cut at 
a particular phase of the moon, and afterwards kept well saturated with smoke ; then it will last for 
very long periods. 

If it is decided that a station is to be put up at the mouth of the Uruan, the matter nnist l)e 
taken in hand while the dry weather lasts, as it is not only a very laborious but also dangerous under- 
taking to ascend the Cuyuni at any other time, and the sawing and other work cannot be done in the 
rain, while the food will be consumed, and useless expense incurred. If the Governor desires it, I will 
submit a plan to him, for his consideration, of a proposed station opposite the mouth of the Uruan, 
which, together with expenses incurred in the journey to the place of erection and back, will, I 
estimate, cost 3,000 dollars. I have allowed a large margin for unforeseen expenses which may not be 
incurred, but had better l)e provided for. Since my last visit here some of the Venezuelan officials 
from Callao had been at the mouth of the Uruan, but for what purpose I coidd not ascertain, beyond j) 
that every one was closely questioned as to what I did while there. I am told that all who are 
here now, on going to Callao, will be taken before the Governor at Guacipati, and l)e examined about 
my movements while I have been here. 

The present Governor of the Uruari district is named Vieneki, and is, I am told, by birth a (,'orsican. 
The Prefect at Callao is Thomas Bricefio — no relative of the General of the same name who came down 
the Cuyuni to Kalacoon as a Venezuelan Commissioner. 

On the last Queen's Birthday the English flag was torn down at the Callao Bis mine, and not 
allowed to be rehoisted. 

On the 21st August I left the Uruan on my return. One of my crew had been complaining for a 
day or two previous, but was not to appearance seriously ill, nor did he cease working, although optional 
to him to do so, until this day at 10*;-)0 P.M. he got out of his hammock and went to another man lying 
in a hammock near by, leaned against him, and died immediately without uttering a sound. I can only 
infer that he died of apoplexy. The body was well nourished, and he liad been always a healthy and E 
robust man. 

We had to carry the body a long way the next morning before we could find a place where we 
could bury him, as we had nothing to dig with, and had to go on until we could find a sandy place 
where we could dig a grave with the paddles. 

On the 23rd, at 7'30 p.m., we again arrived at Ekereku Creek, lioping to find General Para tliere. 
There were some men there and a boat that I did not see before, but Senora Para declared that her 
husband had not arrived yet. 

On the 24th I went into the Ekereku Creek to find an Indian who I knew lived there, and was 
apparently an intelligent fellow, and I thought fit to be appointed a captain and constable of his tribe 
in these parts. We paddled up the creek for forty minutes, and then came to a landing on the right at 
the foot of a fall. Following the path for half-an-hour, and ascending about 150 feet above the level of 
the creek, we came to an open savannah of about 50 acres. From here a fine view of the country could 
be had, and the mountains extending one behind the other as far as the eye could reach to the east- ^ 
south-east, all covered with forest to near their sunnnits, where the bare red sandstone projected in 
castellated form. 

From the savannah the Indian houses and cassava fields appeared about half-a-mile away on the 
other side of the valley. The mist from a fall in the creek arose at intervals like a cloud and hid the 
houses from view. 

Following the savannah path we soon could hear the roar of a fall, and cAme to the bank, where 
we found two woodskins, and crossed over a short distance above the fall, which must be a high one, 
and was too dangerous to approach in the frail craft we were in so deeply laden. On arriving at the 
Indian houses I found that the man I had come to seek had died the previous week. 
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^ Tliere were a number of coinplaiuts against the " Spauiors " taking their cassava hy loive from them, 

or taking and not paying for it. The men from the other settlements were out hunting, and their 
wives said they wanted to see me. T said I would wait a day for them. 

I noticed that the rcK'k in the cassava fields was a (|uartz and sandstone conglomeration, Tliat on 
the savannali was granite, and that on the path ironstone principally, with a little gi'eenstone. 

At midday on the 25th twenty-live Indians came from the creek. They had many complaints to 
make of the '* Spaniors," all of the same nature, the taking away of their cassava, and giving nothing 
in retiuii. There was no man among them whom 1 considered fit to be appointed as captain, but the 
most intelligent one, Edward ltol)ert, I promised should be appointed as a constable, and he is to 
follow me to Kalacoon for the purpose. I explained to him, through an interpreter, what his duties 
would be, and also the boundaries of our territory, drawing a map on the sand for him as a guide. 
Tliis interested the others very much, and they apjjeared pleased that the Governor should appoint 
some (^f their own in authority, and promised to obey him. 
B As I dill not see (ieneral Para, I wrote and left with his wife two letters, copies of which are 

attached hereto. 

General Para's family, who are here, consist of his wife, two daughtei-s, two sons, and an infant in 
arms: the eldest, a girl, is about 17 yeai-s of age. 

On the 27th August, late in the evening, we arrived at the mouth of Acarabisci Greek, the 
position of which I was anxious to determine. 

On the 28th we were cutting and clearing away the l)usli from the mouth of the creek on the 
lower side. I had the largest tree cleared of bush and vines, and built a rough ladder, got u]) about 
20 feet from the ground, and flattened about 18 inches of the tree facing the river, and marked 

it thus ' in letters 6 inches long, cut in half-an-inch deep. This can l>e seen from the river, and 

1 * XV* 

will serve to identify the Acarabisci, wliich is our boundary on the left bank of the Cuyuni. at any 
r^ future time. 

The latitude, carefully determined by north and south stars, and which agreed within 2" of arc, 
was 6° 55' ?}o'' north, and the longitude by chronometer 60° 22' 6" west. 

Leaving Acarabisci on the 29th, we passed the highest up **i)lacer" on the mcmiing of the 
2nd September, and hauled over the last portage at 81)0 A.M. on the 4th, arrived at Kalacoon at 
middav. 

On the upi)er parts of the Cuyuni the forest is principally bullet tree, and is worthy of the 
attention of "ballata" collectors. There are no greenheart trees visible from the river above the 
Paquco I'alls, nor inland as far as I have been, but other kinds of hard woods are abundant. 

The tree that produces the balsam of copaiba is found on the Uruan and Uruari, and no doubt 
grows on the Upper Cuyuni also, though I did not see it. 

On the numerous tributaries of the Cuyuni there must be gold. "With the exception of the creeks 
low down they have never been prospected, though the indications are promising; fear of Venezuelan 
D interference has been the principal deterrent, but should police-stations be put on the river, and it l)e 
made obvious that it is the mtention of the Government to protect those working within its tc*rritory, 
a sense of security will ensue, and in all probaV)ility a considerable revenue will be derived from gold 
washed in the Cuyuni. 

The land on the Cuyuni has a general appearance of greater fertility than that on the Essequibo 
and Massaruni, where siind and rock are its promment features. 

While at the mouth of the Uruan I explained our mining Kegulations to the Venezuelans, and 
gave several of the blank forms I had with me to the i)erson in charge at the upper mine, and who is an 
Knglish subject. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) MK^HAEL McTURK. 



E 



Inclosure 2 in No. 9.*U. 

^<pi'rltil Mugiiitrate McTui'k to General Para. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, Mouth of the Ekereku Creel,, Awjmt 26, 1891. 

r>Y order of his Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor I have visited this part of my district for 
the purpose of warning such persons, of whatsoever nationality, that may be residing or prospecting 
for gold on the right or southern side of the Cuyuni River, that such persons are resident within the 
limits of the Golonv of British Guiana, and will have to conform to its laws or leave the Colonv. 
■ There is no desire on the part of the Government to molest any person who may reside withhi 

its territory, but you are distinctly to understand that unless you will conform to its laws you nmst 
leave it, and to accept this letter as written notification to that eft'ect. 

I had hoped to have found you here, and to have been able to explain to you the Gold Mining 
Regulations, and, had you been wishful, to have placed you in the lawful occupation (subject to the 
Kcgulations) of any portion of land within the Colony on which you may be working or wish to 
work. 

It is admitted that there is a dispute as to the right to a part of the land on the left bank of the 
( 'uyuni River between Her Majesty's Government and that of Venezuela, but there is no dispute 
as to the right bank, and though, as I have already stated, there is no desire on the part of the Govern- 
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nient to molest auy one residing in conformity with its laws within its territory, it will not allow such A 
]>oi'sons to be molested, and will maintain jnrisdiction within its boundaries. 

T lifl ve &(* 
(Sij^nied) ' MICHAEL McTURK. Special Mou/idrate, 

ami Snpennteiideni Crown Lands and 
Forests, Esseqjriho Rirtr DUfricl. 



Inclosure ') in No. 934. 

Special Magistrate McTvrk to (rovprnmcnt Secret art/ VUlier^. 

^ii'> Gcorgetovyn, Septei)ibcr 12, 1891. B 

IN my report to you of my journey up the Cuyuni River, and the inquiry I made into the truth 
of the report that had reached the Governor of the robl>ery of gold from one Hill and others on the 
Otomung Creek, Cuyuni River, I omitted to mentiim that the persons robbed were not at the time 
iKJcupying the lancl from which the gold had l^en washed in accordance with the Gold Mining 
liegulations. 

I have, &C'. 
(Signed) MICHAEL MrTURK. 



Inclosure 4 in No. 934. 
Plan of the JmiHion of tM Cuyuni and Unuin Rivers* 

Inclosui-e T) in No. 9.*'»4. 
Sketch of Vettezuela.n Settlement {General Paras) at EkcreJcit Creeky Caynni River. 



No. 9:\o. 
L te tde nan i 'Governor Sir C. Rn/re to Lord KnuUford, 



Gavernment Hoiise, Georgetown, Detfwrara, -*-' 
My Lord, October- 5, 1891. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 1 9th September, I have the hcmour to inform you that 
iVIr. McTurk proposes to start immediately on a fresh expedition to the Upper Cuyuni, in order that 
he may be able to make arrangements for the establishment of a policre-station before the next rainy 
season. 

2. I annex a copy of the instructions given him with a view to carrying out your Lordship's 
desire, that no pretext may be afforded to the Government of Venezuela for hereafter asserting that 
they did certain acts or enforced certain claims which were not imme<liately and efiectively prote8te<l 
against by Her Majasty's Government. 

1 have &c 
(Signed) ' OHAS. BRUGE. 

E 



Inclosure in No. 9.*>5. 

Government Serretarg VUliers to Special Mof/Lstrate McTurk. 

. Governnuai Srcrelarys Offijce, Georgetown, Denierara, 
Sir, ^ October 1. 1891. '* 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Lieutenant-Governor, to inform you that the Combineil 
Court at its recent special session voted a sum of 3,500 dollars for providing a police and Government 
station in the Upper Cuyuni. 

2. The work of erecting this station will be intrusted to you, and his Excellency will be glad if 
you will be good enough to proceed with it in accordance with the recommendations contained in 
your report of the 7th ultimo. A special advance ciin be made to you for this purpose if you j» 
desire it. 

3. I am to inclose, for your information, a copy of certain dcK'uments purporting to be official 
documents published hi the Venezuelan newspaper " El Bolivarense," referring obviously to your 
recent visit to the district netir the lunction of the Uruan and the Cuvuni. 

4. There seems to l»e nothing in these documents which need be interpreted as indicating an 
intention on the part of the Venezuelan (rovernment to disp\ite the claims of this Government U> 
the territory on the right l)ank of the (Cuyuni, and the instructions given to General Bricefto that he 
should ascertain tlie real attitude of the English in the regions contiguous to the juuction of the 

* Reproduced to face this page. 
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A Uruan and tlie Cuyuiii, and maintain the right of the Republic, may he assumed to refer t<? the 
territory on the left bank of the Cuyuni. 

5. Nevertheless, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks that, in the circumstances, it is well to call your 
attention to the alleged action of the Venezuelan Government, and to instruct you, in the expedition 
you are about to make, lo confine yourself exclusively to the exercise of the duties assigned to you — 

(1.) As a Stipendiary Justice of the Peace of the Colony. 

(2.) In carrying out the instructions issued to you in my letters of the '*>rd February and 21st July 
last. 

(3.) In superintending the erection of a station. 

6. You should be careful on no account to pass the boundary of Schomburgk's line. Should y<i\i 
meet any armed body of Venezuelans on the British Guiana side of that line, you will serve them 
with a notice that they are committing a violation of our territory. Should any force be used with a 
view to hinder the prosecution of any of the duties assigned to you, you will return to Georgetown and 

B repK)rt the matter to the Government. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) FKANCIS VILLIEIiS. 



No. 936. 
Governor Viscount Gormanston to Lord Ktmtsford. 

m 

Government House, Georgetmvn, Demerara, 
MyTx)rd, Jl/^y 31, 1892. 

WITH reference to the establishment of a police-station near the junction of the Cuyuni and 
C Uruan, I have now the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's infonnation, a copy of a report from 
Mr. McTurk, announcing the completion of the building, and of his return from that locality. 

2. Before detennining to occupy this station, taking into consideration the large force of armed 
Venezuelans established on the opposite bank, in close proximity to the station, and, further, the 
distance (thirty-one days by boat from Georgetown) and difficulties to be encountered by a body of men 
sent up, and the further difficulty in case of any attack of retreat, or of communicating with 
Georgetown, I considered it right to bring the matter before the Executive Council, who were 
unanimously of opinion that as we had gone so far as to build the station, it would be impolitic to 
simply withdraw from it, and, notwithstanding all the difficulties and great expense that would be 
entailed, such force as I thought necessary should l)e sent up to occupy it. 

3. After consultation with Mr. McTurk and the Acting Inspector (Jeneral of Police, I came to 
the conclusion that it would be inadvisable to dispatch any large body of men, and that a smaller IkkIv 
who could all be carried in one boat in case of need would he preferable. I accordingly directed the 

-D Inspector-General to specially select a non-commissioned officer, a European if possible, with five 
thoroughly reliable constables, for this service. 

4. The officer selected by the Inspector-General to go in command, Sergeant-Major Wilkinson, 
formerly served in the South Staffordshire Regiment for over six years, from which he obtained his 
discharge by purchase. He has been very favourably recommended, and I think he is eminently suited 
for the post. 

5. As the Venezuelans are commanded by a commissioned officer, also called (Jeneial, I considered 
it advisable, and have appointed him, to act as a Sub-Inspector and a Justice of the Peace, and I have 
everv confidence that he will act with discretion in the execution of the dutv entrusted to him. I 
append a copy of the instructions which I have caused to be issued to him. 

6. Mr. Wilkinson and his men left Georgetown on the 28th instant, and are not expected to arrive 
at their destination before the 30th June. They will remain for six months and then l)e relieved. 

p They have been supplied with provisions for three months from the date of their arrival at the station ; 
in the course of three months another supply of provisions will be sent up. 

7. In reporting the departure of the police to occupy this new station, I have very much pleasure 
in bringing again to your Lordship's notice the great and valuable assistance which has been rendered 
by Mr. McTurk, and the ready and self-denying manner in which he has on all ocxjasions placed his 
services at the disposal of the Government. 

8. I take this opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship's despatch of 
the 25th ultimo, transmitting certain documents regarding the alleged intentions of the Venezuelan 
Government to enforce a settlement of the boundary question. 

I have &c 
(Signed) ' (50RMANST0N. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 936. 

Sprnal Marfisfratr McTurk to Government Serretari/ Villiers. 

Sir, Kalacoan, April , 1892, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of his Excellency the Governor, the completion 

of the police-station at the mouth of the Uruan-Cuyuni River. 

Operations were begun on the 26th October. 1891, on which day 1 arrived at the site chosen f(»r 

the station, and immediately commenced clearing the land. 

In addition to the boatmen, who left on the 27th, I took with me three carpenters, three sawyers, 
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and six other men who could fell and square the timber required for the frame and to be sawn into A 
hoards. 

The forest on both banks of the Cuyuni has been burnt for many miles both above and below the 
IJruan, and, with the exception of bullet- tree, timber is scarce. Bullet- tree is, though an excellent 
and durable wood, unsuitable on account of its weight and hardness for any part of a building except 
the frame and flooring, and it was necessary that we should find some other wood lighter and more 
easy to work, such as cedar, cirouaballi, or crab-wood. Thia latter wood is comparatively plentiful 
lower down where the forest has not been burnt, but in the immediate neighbourhood there waus none, 
excepting on the other bank of the river. 

I went myself and sent some of the men to seek for crab-wood, and on the 29th found some about 
a mile above the Uruan. I immediately put men to cut them down, in order that they might get the 
l)cnefit of what time elapsed before sawing to cure. In the meantime, the remainder of the men were 
making a shed in which we were to live, felling and squaring bullet-tree, and making a shed for the 
provisions. On the 29th the sheds were finished, and the men employed squaring timber and sawing B 
blocks to build the station on, and such other work as they were fit lor. 

On the 3]d November we made the first saw-pit, cut a road, laid rollers, hauled the first log and 
put it on the pit, and on the 4th the sawyers commenced sawing. This process of cutting a road, 
laying rollers, hauling, and hoisting, had to be repeated for every log, in addition to making a new 
aawpit on m«»8t occasions. 

On the 9th November, at 6*30 a.m., I saw the Venezuelan General, Daniel Breceno, and about 
twenty soldiers pass up the Cuyuni in their canoes to the Upper Mine. I had heard on my arrival 
here that General Breceno with a Venezuelan military force were encamped at a place called Sua Sua 
on the Yuruari, awaiting means of conveyance down to the mouth of the Uruan. 

At 9 A.M. General Breceno, accompanied by some of his soldiery, came to my camp and wanted to 
know what I was doing there. Before answering him I caused to be handed him the letter, dated 
9th November, 1891, of which copy has been sent to the Government Secretary. He said he required 
me to vacate the place, as I was on Venezuelan territory. I explained that I would not do so, or- C 
permit any of my men, but he could use power if he wished, as he had it at his command. Hfe. 
blustered a great deal, but I asked him to state all he had to say in writing ; I would then reply to 
him, and he could act as he pleased. He shortly after went away. At 1'30 p.m. I received a 
letter in Spanish from General Breceno ; this letter, together with a copy of my letter to General 
Breceno on the 9th Noveml)er. 1 S91, I have already forwarded to you. 

On the 13th General Breceno and his men removed to the site of their present camp below the 
mouth of the Uruan. 

About this time the river was very low, and many Indians in their bark canoes passed up the 
Uruan with hammocks and other articles to dispose of at Callao. 

Through fear of General Breceno, the Indians who were clearing and planting a cassava field 
for me left it half finished, and went away to their homes, two days* journey lower down the river. 

On the 15th November I left the station, arriving at " Kalacoon " on the 22nd. I . 

On the brd December, I left " Kalacoon," on my return to Uruan, and arrived there afte w^ 
trying journey in constant rain on 22nd at 8*30 A.M. On the 18th, as we were going up, we met 
the boat that had gone up before me with provisions coming down, and in it the men I had left in 
r.harge sick. 

On my return I found many of the men sick with fever. Several of General Breceno's soldiers 
died from the same complaint, and every one seemed to suffer from fever in a more or less severe 
manner, and during the week ending the 3rd January, 1892, I was simply brought very low with 
the fever, raving at one time for seventy-two hours without a break, at one time I cannot say what 
happened, but somehow I pulled through. Three Indians at the next house to the station died. 

On the 23rd December, in reply to the tw o letters addressed to me by General Breceno, and 
which I returned, I wrote him a letter, of which No. 1 is a copy. 

On the 23rd December, owing to the rain and constant damp, we had to commence building 
another store-room, and on the 24th completed and removed the stores into it. |j 

On the 27th December I went to the cassava field, and General Breceno sent one of his officers 
to me while I was there to inform me that the Venezuelan Government did not permit any planting or 
doing anything there. I sent to tell him in reply that he need not trouble himself, and that I was 
willing to accept the responsibility. 

On the 1 1th January, 1892, rigged derrick and commenced putting the sills of the building on the 
blocks. The sills had to be levelled repeatedly owing to the sinking of the foundations under the 
blocks, the ground being very loose and full of holes where the fire had burnt the dry tree roots. 

On the 1 2th January, in reply to repeated messages from General Breceno, and his interference 
with persons I hcwl employed to finish the cassava field ^which is right opposite his camp), I wrote him 
the letter of which No. 2 is a copy, and sent it to him by one of his soldiers, of whom there were 
generally two or three visiting at the houses on the right bank of the river. 

On the 14th January we commenced raising the frame of the building, and completed it on the 
•22nd ; in the interim two of the carpenters were laid up with fever and diarrhoea. The roofing waft p 
completed on the 28th and part of the floor beams in place on the 29th, and on the 1st February we 
commenced laying the floor, which was finished on the 4th. 

On the SOth January, owing to information I had received, I had an official interview with General 
Breceno, particulars of which, together with a copy of the letter I wrote him on the 1st February, have 
airea(]y been conveyed to you. 

At this time, owing to constant rain, a good deal of time was lost, and the sawyers were much 
delayed by having their lines washed out, and on the 10th March were flooded, so that the bottom 
sawyer stood in eighteen inches of water while at work. 

On the 16th February, owing to the uncared state of the boards, I had to stop boarding up and 
4jaw the boards when opportunity offered. 

j 696— 6J 3 X 
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A On the 11th March a Mr. Fedirico Gosira oame to the station. He had c5ome up from Georgetown r 

and informed me that he was on a prospecting expedition, seeking for gold. He was a Venezuelan by 
birth, but spoke English fairly well. He flew the Venezuelan flag on his boat, and after leaving me 
went to General Breceno's camp on the other side of the river, where he remained for the night, calling 
in the next day at 8 p.m. to ask if 1 had any letters to send down, as he was then leaving. By him I 
forwarded a hurriedly written letter addressed to Sir Charles Bruce, of whose absenc^e from the (Jolony 
1 was then unaware, informing him that on its receipt the station would be completed and ready for- 
the reception of the police. After his final departure, I was told by the people that Mr. Gosira had 
notified them that he was an " Inspector of liivers," and had been appointed as such by the Venezuelan 
Government for the Cuyuni Uiver. He made no such statement to me. 

On the 25th March the store-room and lock-up which are under the main building were commence<l,' 
and everything was completed as far as the material would allow on the 2nd April, and prepaiutions 
made to leave on Monday, the 4th April, on which day we left, and arrived safely at " Kalacoon" on the 
J* nth, at 1-45 p.^f. 

During my stay I was visited by many persons who came from Callao, among others the 
Supeiintendent of the El Callao Mine, a Mr. Weber, and Seuor Palacio, Inspector of Mines, and a 
cousin of the present l*resident of Venezuela. 

A road has been cut from General Breceno's camp, and by it the journey to Callao takes two 
days. Along this road, I am told, a line of telegraph is being laid. 

I ".ssued four prospecting licences, and j^ave a receipt ibr a mining location, the place where 
Breceno had been working, and provisional permission for the locator, one Suilereno Liras, to occupy 
the land. 

In the early part of March gold was discovered on the Uruan, about one day's journey above it« 
mo&lh, and at the time I left there was not a male inhabitant at any of the settlements in the 
neighbourhood ; they had all gone to the " pint," as they call it, and were washing for gold. Before 
leaving I saw several small parcels of from one to four ounces that had come from this place. 
^ All the gold had been washed in a batch, and was coarse and clean. General Breceno purchases the 
gold, and has a part of his soldiers employed gold washing. 

On the night of the 26th March, an attempt was made to poison me, by putting something into 
the drinking water in a filter I had made. A second attempt was made on the night of the 28th ; but 
after my experience of the first attempt I did not drink the water before examining it. The substance 
put in the water had the appearance of the raw white of an egg, and was slighth acid in taste. 

I suffered very much from the first attempt, and was very unwell for two days. I am certain 
this substance was not put into the filter by any of my own men. I had been cautioned to be careful 
of what I eat and drank while here, but paid no attention to it, but my experience proves that 
the caution was well intended, and should not have been ignored. Latterly we had nothing but rice 
and flour to eat, all our fish and pork being finished. Dried beef is not hard to get, and costs two 
reals or 20 cents per pound, but no one dare sell it to me for fear of Breceno, who, for tlie slightest 
1) opposition to his will, would, when he got hold of the offender, tie his thumbs together over his knees, 
and, putting a stick through under the knees and over the arms, the person would be like a trussed 
fowl. 

Another form of puniM.iiAent is to hang the offender by the feet, head downwards. I never in my 
experience saw people have such a fear of any man as the residents in the neighbourhood of the mouth 
of the Uruan have for General Breceno, and I was told that he was no different to thf» 
bulk of Venezuelan Generals, who all act in a similar manner without interference from higher 
authority. 

The station is shaped like the letter L, and contains four houses, and the sills are raised 7 feel 
from the ground on bullet- tree blocks, 16 inches in diameter. The frame is nearly all bullet- tree, 
and the boarding entirely of crab- wood. A kitchen 10 feet square has also been built, and under the 
main building a store-room and lockup. 

Nine hundred and fifty cubic feet of timber were squared and hauled out, and 7,294 feet of boards, 
E plank, and leantlings sawn. 

While the carpenters' work was going on, the other men when not making paths or squaring; 
timber were employed digging drains and raising and levelUng the part on which the building is ei'ecteti. 
324 feet of drain 4 feet wide, and 100 feet 2 feet wide, were dug. Earth also had to be carried froiii 
a short distance for this purpose. 

A landing place has also been cut on the bank of the river and steps made, 324 feet of fencing ha« 
been put up extending from the river to the forest on either side of tbe station, and all the ch:irre<l 
space around the station planted with cussava maize, yarns, and such other vegetables that I could gel 
seeds of. The large cassava field and the plants round the station were wed and cleaned up thorouglily 
before we left. 

Owing to the uncured state of the wood with which the station has been put up, it has shrunk 
very considerably, and in many places the joint*' are wide open, although they were clumped together 
when first put up, and the uprights of the frame are close and strong, as may be seen from the plan, 
J^ but in the hurried manner the place has been built of raw material direct from the forest, I do not 
see how this could well be avoided. Shelves have been put in the rooms, and a table and benches 
made, and all the sawn boards used u]). 

To complete the 8tore-rcx)m and lockups certain articles are required, a list of which is attached, 
as also of the tools which I left, that may be utilized by the persons who occupy the station to efl'ect 
repairs, or to make any small articles of furniture they may require. 

I had to have one of my men in cliargeof the station, and before leaving I swore him in as a 
ruial constable, and gave him a precept aud staff, and provisions to last him six weeks, as also a nott» 
to General Breceno (who keeps a shop), requesting, in the event of any unfoteseen delay in the arrival 
of the police, and the man gettmg out of food, that he would supply him with what he required, and 
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that I would pay the account. I spoke to General Breceno on this matter as I was leaving, and he j\. 
promised to do as I requested. 

The constable in charge has orders to hoist the flag daily, and I gave him pens, ink, and paper, 
that he might keep a record of what occurred, or note any circumstance of extraordinary nature. 

At the time of leaving the Cuyuni was rising, and the height of the bottom of the sills of the 
station 25 feet 8^ inches above the level of the river. The river had been nearly l^ feet lower. 1 have 
.s«en it rise 10 feet above its presient level, and am told that four years ago the water rose to an 
unprecedented height and the houses were all flooded, and remained so for one month. 

Attached litTeto, beside the copies of the letters referred to, are the plans on which the station 
was built, a (^harc of the locality, and a sketch of the station as it appears from the north. 

Tliis latter must not be considered as a work of art, but only an attempt on my part to give thi* 
(xovernor a hicid idea of the appeamnce of the building. 

X have &c. 
(Signed) ' MICHAEL McTURK. li 



Indosure 2 in No. 1)36. 
Special Magistrate Mc Turk to General Breceno, 



Sir, Right Bank, Cmjuni River ^ British Guiana^ December 23, 1891. 

I HAVE the honour to request that any communication of an official character that you may 
desire to send me may be addressed to me in my official capacity. 

As a private individual, I am not authorized and decline to receive any official communications, 
and without in any way wishing to offend you, I must return your official letters until they are 

properly addressed. 

1 have, &c. 
(Signed) MICHAEL McTUEK, Stipendiary Magistrate, Jcc, 

Esscquibo River Jiulicial Uintrict. 



c: 



Inclosui'e 3 in No. 936. 
Special Magistrate McTurk to General Breceno, 



Sir, Rtg'ft Bank, Cuyuni River, British Guiana, Janxuiry 12, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour again to request that any comumnication you may wish to make to me may 
be made in writing, and addressed to me in my official capacity ; in any other form I decline to receive I) 
them. 

I have, I think, already informed you that Her Majesty's Government mean to maintain its 
jurisdiction within Sir Rol)ert Schomburgk's lines, and whether you are aware of it or not, your 
Government at Car/icas are well aware of the fact, and have no wish I believe to embroil themselves 
in further complications with the British Government. 

I wish you distinctly to ^inderstand that however much I may regret having to do so, and the 
results that may ensue from it, it is my intention so far as I have the power to maintain my authority 
within the British boundaries, and any attempt on your part to molest or interfere with any individual 
residing on this side of the (kiyuni, or employed by me in any capacity, will result in the arrest l>y me 
of the offending j)arty, irrespective of his rank or position. You may then if you like, by force, releas 
the arrested person and accept the situation and its responsibilities, and the Government of Venezuela 
will have to give a satisfactory explanation for your acts to tliat of Her Majesty the Queen. 

I have in conclusion to rei^uest that your messages to me may cease — they lead to no result, and 1^ 
leave you open to ridicule. The British Government do not recognize the right of Venezuela to the 
part you are now occupying, and I might with etjual result send similar messages to you. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) MICHAEL McTURK, Stipendiary Magistrate, &c., 

JEssequibo River Judicial District, 



Inclosure 4 in No. 936. 
Instructions to Sub-Inspector Wilkinson, 



1. DAILY drill under arms. t 

2. Diary (official) to be kept very carefully, entering all occurrences of note in the daily life of 
the detachment, and all movements of the Venezuelans, &c. A copy of the entries in the diary to be 
forwarded to head-quarters at every possible opportunity. 

3. Encourage communication by Indians, offering 20 dollars when required or more, 30 dollars U- 
100 dollars in an emergency, for conveying documents to Mr. McTurk at Her Majesty's penal settle- 
ment, or Inspector at Bartica, to be forwarded to Government Secretary. 

4. The Venezuelans are not to be prevented from landing in our territory, provided they com^^ 
unarmed. Should they attempt to land armed, they should be quietly but firmly told tliey cannot be 
permitted to land unless they leave their arms on their own side of the river. Should they insist ou 
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A landing armed, or attempt to execute any official act under any pretence whatever, a formal protest, 
requesting the immediate withdrawal of the men landed, must be written, at once to the General or 
ofiBcer in charge of the Venezuelan troops or police, and copy of such protest forwarded to Mr. McTurk 
at Her Majesty's penal settlement at once, with reply, if any. 

5. Acknowledge the receipt of any letter from Venezuelan authoritiee, and reply, saying it hat 
t)een forwarded to the Governor of British Guiana, and forward same as soon as possible to Her 
Majesty's Penal Settlement. 

6. Not to execute any official act on the Venezuelan side of the river, and to go across as little sl» 
possible, and always unarmed, and never to shoot or pursue game on the Venezuelan side. 

7. Should the Venezuelans land an armed force to drive out the police holding the station, a 
formal and written protest sbould be at once sent to the officer in charge of such armed force, addressed 
to him, protesting against the proceedings, but stating that, with a view of preserving the peace between 
the two countries, no resistance will be made, and that the police will at once eva'^uate the station. 

" taking with them what provisions may be required. Should the Venezuelans, in superior numbers, 
.surround the police force, if they cannot escape they must surrender, if possible, sending off intelligence 
of what has occurred to Her Majesty's Penal Settlement. 

8. It should be distinctly understood that the men are in no case, no matter what provocation 
they may have, to use their arms against the Venezuelans except iu actual self-defence of their lives, 
and then only by order of their superior officer. 

9. If. on arrival at the station, it should be found occupied by the Venezuelans, no attempt should 
be made to land at it, but a proper position should be chosen lower down th^ rivet, where the men 
should disembark, lemaining close to the boats, and carefully guarding them. A letter should then be 
sent by the Sub-Inspector in charge of the police to the officer in charge of the Venezuelans, stating 
that he has come to occupy the station by order of the Governor of British Guiana, and requesting the 
immediate evacuation of the station, and requesting a reply by the messenger who takes the letter. 
Should the Venezuelan authorities refuse to evacuate the station, the Sub-Inspector should forwartl 
anoihei letter in shape of a protest, stating that he must only return to Georgetown, and state that 

C he has been prevented by force from occupying the Government police-station, and leaving the respon- 
sibility of this forcible action on the Venezuelan Government. The Sub-Inspector should, in suchi 
case, embark the men, and return as promptly as possible to Bartica. 

10. If, on arrival at the station, the station is found to have been destroyed, and no means are 
found to exist to enable the Sub-Inspector to build up sufficient shelter to keep the men on the spot in 
health, the Sub-Inspector should return to Bartica with the men, but previous to doing so should 
remain long enough to try and find out by whom the station was destroyed, and if by the Venezuelans 
he should write, stating that he has so heard to the Officer Comman(£ing the Venezuelan troops or 
police, inquiring if such be the case, and, if so, liis reason for so acting. 

11. In the event of anything occui ring which would necessitate vacating the station, tbe^pqliee 
force are to proceed by tlie boat down the river to a creek called " Ekerakoo," about two days* joimQey, 
where an Indian named St. John resides, who has made an agreement to take them down tba. river, 
and who is a constabla 

By command, 
(Signed) FEANCIS VIIXIEBS, 

Acting Qovemment Secretary. 



k. <.> A . . .^ ^ < 



( 



i 






t 
i 

1 
f 




.{fi:^' 




